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Introduction
“The Catholic school is the vital and privileged place where students critically
engage in a dialogue between faith and culture not only during religious
education lessons, but in all curriculum and events of the day. … Through cross‐
curricular teaching, religious education provides a lens through which students
can understand the world and their place within it”1
The expectations in the elementary Religious Education Curriculum Policy
Document outline the knowledge and skills to be demonstrated by junior
students. While this resource cannot begin to cover the richness of that
document, it is our intention that it assist teachers in meeting some of those
expectations, while we await completion of the Growing in Faith, Growing in
Christ program. In recognition of the existence of many combined and multi‐
grade classrooms in the junior division, all lessons are designed to be used in any
or all of the three grade levels and may be useful in those situations for years to
come.
Though Many, We Are One began as a project of the Algonquin & Lakeshore
Catholic District School Board, with a board team of junior teachers completing
the first three units of the resource during the 2014‐2015 school year. Four
additional units were created by an EOCCC team made up of writers from all four
member boards, completing units to encompass an entire school year. Because
each writer worked independently, lessons reflect the preferred teaching and
learning styles of those individuals. As a result, the resource includes a wide
variety of learning activities including rich literature, research, prayer and
reflection, and the arts.
Technology is integrated through educational
applications such as Padlet and Wordle, as well as through online video and music
resource links which help to engage students. All of this is aligned with the
Liturgical calendar of the Church, and with special events such as the International
Day of Peace and Thanksgiving.
It is our hope that Though Many, We Are One will help students to “grow in their
appreciation and understanding of the Catholic faith, the Church that seeks to
form them in that experience and the Christian values which they are called to
receive and witness to in their lives.”2
1, 2. Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy Document Grades 1‐8: Religious Education, ICE, 2012, pp 15 & 16
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Unit 1 Lesson 1
Prayer and Community Building
Lesson Overview

Building Community

Through an introduction to community circles,
students build mutual trust and understanding.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr 4 ‐ LC1.2: Describe how the Church strives
to be “one” (i.e. common faith, worship‐
celebration, and teaching)
Gr 5 ‐ PR2.1: Identify and use various means to
enter into and experience vocal prayer

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Dignity of the Human Person
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE 3: An Effective Communicator

Gr 5 ‐ LS3: Demonstrate an understanding of
Christianity as a religion that seeks unity within
the experience of diversity.

CGE 5: A Collaborative Contributor
CGE 6: A Caring Family Member

Gr 6 – ML1.2: Explain through example, how
God’s gift of human reason promotes human
dignity and identify ways we can use reason to
participate in the wisdom and goodness of
Creation.
Language:
Oral Communication 1: listen in order to
understand and respond appropriately in a
variety of situations for a variety of purposes
Oral Communication 2: use speaking skills and
strategies appropriately to communicate with
different audiences for a variety of purposes
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Building community through inclusive practices such as restorative circles. Through these
practices, students will understand that they are responsible for their moral actions.
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 25:31-46

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 share the reasons how circles promote the dignity of each person and how they help
build an inclusive environment
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Inclusive environment
‐ Community
‐ Restorative Practice

Materials:
‐ Talking item (ball, stick, pencil, tape, etc.)
‐ Chairs/Physical Space for all students to sit in a circle
Resources: (see attached appendices)
‐ Five Key Themes of Restorative Practice (Appendix 1)
‐ Circle Information (Appendix 2)
‐ RP @ ALCDSB (Appendix 3)
‐ Additional support may be available from board personnel
(e.g. Safe Schools Teacher)
NOTE:
If you have a very large class, it may be wise to split class into two
circles. However, the first circle should be done as an entire class
to set guidelines and expectations.
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Discuss the importance of creating an inclusive environment for all students: How can we make
everyone feel welcome and included? What is dignity? How can we promote dignity of the Human
Person in our classroom? What can we do to become all God wants us to be?



Rearrange classroom with chairs into a circle. The circle is a sign of equality and unity.
Discuss how the physical set up of the classroom fosters feelings of inclusion.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Introduce circles using theme 1 from Five Key Themes of Restorative Practice
Introduce the Rules: No names, no shame, no blame. Can only talk with the talking item.
Ask students why we have these rules, how does this build inclusion? How do these rules make us
feel like everyone has ideas that are valued? Pass the talking item.
Introduce the idea behind circles ‐ to build community and foster positive relationships.
Circle begins with each student taking a turn with the “talking item” and saying a brag or drag
(something positive or negative happening in their life right now) – this helps the community get a
sense of where everyone is coming from.
As students listen and share their ideas‐ remind them to save questions for the end and only talk
with the talking item.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Explain to students that, just as we as a class create community through common beliefs and
practices, so do we as the Church.
 What are some of the common beliefs and practices of the Catholic Church?
As this is an introduction activity, end the circle with one of the following “just for fun” questions:




If you could have a superpower, what would it be?
What is your favourite animal and why?
If you could travel anywhere, where would you go and why?

Pass the talking item around the circle to give the students the opportunity to share their answer
or “pass” and just think about their answer in their head. The entire idea of this circle is to make
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the class feel comfortable and included.
Really focus on Theme 1 from Five Key Themes of Restorative Practice (see Appendix 1) and the
concept of value.
End the circle in a prayer‐ class joins together to pray aloud the Our Father, Hail Mary or other
known prayer to the students. Our common faith and prayer is one of the ways the Church strives
to be ‘one.’

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Web of dignity: Pass or roll a ball of yarn back and forth around the circle. The person
holding the yarn says something positive about the person to whom it is passed.



Continue until everyone is connected to one another.
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APPENDIX 1
Five Key Themes of Restorative Practice
~taken from The Restorative Classroom Hopkins, Belinda, Optimus Education2011~

Theme 1:
We all have unique and valued perspectives. In this classroom we listen to each other’s
perspectives.

Theme 2:
Our thoughts influence our emotions, and our emotions influence our actions. In our classroom,
we share our emotions and how we are feeling. We listen, without judgment, to others explain
how they are feeling.

Theme 3:
Empathy and consideration
In our classroom we realize that our words and actions have an impact on others. We consider
the impact of our words and actions before we speak or act.
Theme 4:
Needs and unmet needs
In our classroom we realize that each of us needs different things to achieve our best. As much
as possible, we work as a community to meet each other’s needs.
Theme 5:
In our classroom we know that we have a shared responsibility to plan, problem solve, and
make decisions. By working collaboratively, we can help all achieve and make things right when
things go wrong.

Use these themes as the values for a classroom.
Each theme has some great ideas for circle.
Begin the year using Theme 1 and explore what that might look like in your class.
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APPENDIX 2
Circles
"encourage people to seek ways of moving beyond differences in a ‘good way’ to build better
relationships ... encourage and enable people to take the ‘high road’, to share with others in a
‘good way.’…create the spaces for disagreement without being disagreeable."

Guidelines of Circle
1) Cooperation: There are many voices in circle and we use the talking piece to allow one
person to speak at a time. We share the talking piece to hear as many voices as
possible.
2) Responsibility: It is our responsibility to listen to each person. We try to listen
attentively.
3) Respect: Everyone has their own feelings, thoughts and ideas.
Note:
I always remind participants of the guidelines each circle. They are the expectations that each
member of the circle has. Along with these explicit expectations, there should be a number of
implicit agreements between members of the circles. These include the notion of “no name, no
shame no blame.” This is the idea, that in a large class circle we address problems not people.
The no name agreement frees the circle from becoming about 1 person or as a means to
shame and blame people. Other implicit agreements include “what’s said in circle stays in circle”
and “we laugh with people not at them”. These agreements should be discussed with the
members of the circle.

Circle Process
1) Check In
2) Presentation of Topic
3) Sharing/Discussion
4) Closing

Circle Process Explained
1) Check In:
Welcome everyone to circle
Reminder of the “Expectations”
Ask All Participants to Check In
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-

Introduce themselves to the circle and ask a quick opening question (ex. How are
you feeling right now? Brag and Drag).

Purpose: To gauge and give all participants an opportunity to express where they are.
2) Presentation of the Topic:

Present What Will Be Done in Circle
This can include:
• Specific Issues, ex. bullying, conflict resolution, empathy:
- General discussions about what respect looks like, sounds like etc. can be a safe way
to open up discussions. Conversations regarding how to solve conflicts, what are
conflict can be effective ways find a process for the class to look at conflict vs. bullying.
As a class feels more comfortable, it might be helpful to examine what does each
member of the class need from each other and what are our own individual needs.
Here, you might introduce the themes (see attached 5 Themes of RP).


Curriculum:
- Circle can be an ideal way to present curriculum ideas and topics, reinforce learning
and help set criteria for learning. In the past I have had students share projects, discuss
the criteria for an assignment (establish a rubric), discuss themes from literature, etc.

•

Goals for the week:
- Check in circles on a Monday can be used to set goals for the class. These goals can
be in relation to classroom management or set timetables for assignments and
activities. Involving students in Fair Process can help to achieve greater participation
and “buy in”.

•

Presentations: (see above Curriculum)

•

Celebrations:
- The simplest celebration circle is a “compliment Circle”. Each student is given an
opportunity to say a positive statement about another member of the class. This can be
done randomly or names can be assigned. The goal is to recognize what each person
brings to the community. Other celebration circles can be used for birthdays, end of unit
recaps, etc.

•

Anything:
- If you find you are stuck for ideas, solicit students’ input. Place a box where students
can suggest topics. Indicate that you will review ideas and bring the matters forward in
circle.

In my experience the best circles are not planned; like conversations, they take on a life
of their own, and are guided by the comments and ideas of the members of the circle.
Note: After you have done circle for a while, and students are comfortable with the
process, it is important that students take ownership of the process by suggesting
topics, and running circles.
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3) Sharing/Discussion:
- Ask questions on the topics that are open ended
- Solicit responses
- Invite students to respond to each other
- Direct the discussion not control
- Remind students that in the circle we talk “to” each other, not “at” each other
4) Closing:
- Always formally end the circle
- Should be a fun activity
Ex:

- Name game
- What if question
- Telephone

- Thank everyone for his or her participation

Further Observations on Circles
- Try to find a regular and consistent time for circle; make it part of your schedule, as this will
help students to appreciate their importance and it will become part of the class structure
and environment.
- As well as encouraging student voices, circles are meant to promote listening. Encourage
students to build on the ideas of others.
- Ensure that most circles are proactive. The simplest circle to run is the “weekly check in” or
“check out” circle. Typically these circles run first thing Monday morning or Friday afternoon.
During these circles, students should comment on the progress of the class, their own
progress, celebrate accomplishments or make simple goals. These circles usually are 20
minutes.
- In the beginning students may need to be encouraged to share their voice, ideas and
thoughts. Never make a member participate, but try to find some common question that
most will feel comfortable to answer.
- As much as you are comfortable, share your thoughts. With older students, invite their
comments on how they feel about your ideas.

- As the comfort level increases, place the responsibility for facilitating circle on the students.
Give them the opportunity to plan the circle.
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APPENDIX 3
RP @ A.L.C.D.S.B.
(RP – Restorative Practice)

●believes

that communities learn best when we do things with people
rather than to them or for them

●is
●believes

about building, maintaining and restoring relationships
in high expectations in all areas, with high levels of support to
help everyone achieve

●promotes

the understanding of the impact of individual actions on the
community of learners
●always

seeks to make things right

 is a range of approaches that promotes a caring, accepting,

inclusive and safe place to learn and grow
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Unit 1 Lesson 2
Praying the Apostle’s Creed
Lesson Overview

Building Community

Introduce the Apostle’s Creed as a mentor
text. Discuss the meaning and purpose of the
prayer.
Duration: 60‐80 min total (2 class periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Fundamental Concept BL2: The Creed as a
Summary of Catholic Belief and a Profession
of Faith.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Gr 5 ‐ BL2.2: Compare the professions of
faith found in the Apostle’s Creed to those
of the Nicene Creed to identify Catholic
beliefs that are professed in only one of the
two Creeds.

A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community who:
CGE1a: illustrates a basic understanding of
the saving story of our Christian faith

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Creed is an authoritative summary of the central beliefs of the Christian faith (e.g.
Trinity, Incarnation, the Virgin Mary, Communion of Saints, forgiveness of sin,
resurrection, final judgment and eternal life).
Scripture Passages:
 Eph. 4:3‐5; 1 Cor. 10:17; John 10:16

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


Pray and understand the Apostle’s Creed.
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
- Incarnation, the Virgin
Mary
- Communion of Saints
- forgiveness of sin
- resurrection
- final judgment
- eternal life
- Trinity
Note:
‘He descended into hell’
Like all human beings, Jesus
experienced death. He
descended into hell as
Saviour, freeing the just souls
who had gone before him.
(see Catechism of the
Catholic Church Nos. 631‐
636)

Materials:
‐ Apostle’s Creed (full and cut into sections)
‐ Chart Paper
‐ Markers (1 per student)
Prep: Write or cut and paste sections of the Apostle’s Creed on
chart paper
Internet Resources:
- Teenagers reciting the Apostle’s Creed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLU9RP5khyQ
Resources:
- Apostle’s Creed and Sample End of the Day Prayer
(Appendices 1 and 2)
- What is the difference between the Nicene and Apostle’s
Creed? (Appendix 3)
http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what‐is‐the‐difference‐
between‐the‐apostles‐creed‐and‐the‐nicene‐creed/

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Watch the video of teenagers reciting the Apostle’s Creed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLU9RP5khyQ
Where have you heard this prayer before?
What is this prayer about?
Why do you think the students repeated certain words or sections of the prayer?
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Split students into mixed ability groups
Activity: students work in groups with their section of the Creed on chart paper; write
everything they know or understand about their section, graffiti style, on their chart paper; post
charts around the classroom; gallery walk; students may add to the charts.
Teacher directs conversation around the room, looking at each section of the prayer to discern
the real meaning with the students.
Watch the 2 minute video “Ignite Your Faith: What is a Creed?”
http://www.archmil.org/c4video/C4-14.htm

Compare the text of the Apostle’s Creed to that of the Nicene Creed. (see Appendix 3)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Using the Apostle’s Creed as a mentor text, have students brainstorm ideas for their own class
prayer.


This prayer can be said daily (end of the day, before recess, after lunch, etc.).



Work collaboratively to create a short prayer that incorporates your school’s theme,
messages, etc.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Annotate a copy of the Apostle’s Creed for students to keep on file in their religion
notebook/duotang/scrap book



Write your own version of the Apostle’s Creed explaining what the prayer means to you
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APPENDIX 1
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

APPENDIX 2
Sample End of the Day Prayer
Thank you, God, for our school and for all of the staff and students here.
Thank you for all of the blessings you have given us today.
Be with us as we journey home.
Please keep us safe and watch over our families and friends.
Help us to be the change in the world. Amen.
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APPENDIX 3
The Apostle’s Creed

The Nicene Creed

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,

I believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.

and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

And by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell;

For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,

on the third day he rose again
from the dead;

And rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

I believe in one, holy,
Catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Unit 1 Lesson 3
Introduction to Body Prayer

Building Community

Lesson Overview

Students learn about and explore body prayer.
Duration: 30 – 40 mins

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

Religious Education:
Fundamental Concept PR2 The Way of
Prayer: Forms and Expressions of Prayer.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Gr 5 ‐ PR1.2: Describe the variety of ways
that Catholics express prayer during the
communal celebration of the Mass (i.e.
song, petitions, prayers, posture, kneeling,
fold our hands, bowing our heads, cultural
expressions and in silence) and suggest how
and why all these ways deepen our
experience of prayer.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community who:
CGE1f: seeks intimacy with God and celebrates
communion with God, others and creation
through prayer and worship.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The life of prayer requires the development of habits which reflect the spirit and
example of Jesus’ life of prayer.
 Prayer has many forms and expressions found in Scripture and Tradition – blessing and
adoration, petition, intercession, thanksgiving and praise, vocal, meditative, and
contemplative. Each form of prayer serves to deepen our relationship with God.
Scripture Passages:
 Ephesians 6:18

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
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Use their body to enter into prayer in a different way.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Body prayer is physical
activity or posture that
promotes spiritual
communion with God, with
an emphasis on engaging our
body, mind and spirit in
prayer.
NOTE:
As students in a Catholic
school, we already pray with
our bodies. We make the
sign of the cross before and
after we pray. At Mass, we
sit, stand, kneel, shake
hands, fold our hands and
bow our heads. Each of
these actions is an integral
part of our personal and
communal prayer.

Materials:
- Open space created in classroom
- Bell or chime for contemplative prayer
Internet Resources:
‐ The Lord’s Prayer‐ Body Prayer (video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxWOfNqobNY

Resources:
- Praying With The Body by Roy DeLeon, Paraclete Press,
2009. (every school in ALCDSB has a copy of this book‐ see
Faith Life Liaison)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

‐

desks/tables moved to outside walls of classroom to create open space

‐

view https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxWOfNqobNY

As you are watching, ask students to describe:
 What is happening? What are the people doing?
 What are some of the gestures or postures used to pray during the Mass?
(sign of the cross, folding hands, standing, kneeling, etc.)

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

2

Unit 1, Lesson 3

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Students establish their own space in the open area of the room
2. Ask students to think about how they are feeling in the moment (nervous, stressed, happy,
sad etc.)
3. Introduce body prayer (see Terminology above)
4. Start the video again and pray using the movements shown
5. Use Alleluia 10 in Praying With The Body (or another selection)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Students may share how they felt praying in this form. (As prayer can be very personal, let
students know that one does not always have to share.)


How do students feel now?



How does body prayer differ from other forms of prayer?



How might it help one to meditate on the text of a prayer or psalm?



Return desks to their places.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


creating or incorporating a simple body prayer into daily classroom prayer
(e.g. Grace Before Meals, Afternoon Prayer, or End of Day Prayer)

 students may select and lead a body prayer from available resources
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Unit 1 Lesson 4
The Goodness of All
Lesson Overview

Building Community

Students highlight important events and
elements of their lives. In doing so, they will
understand that we are all created in the
image of God with our own specific talents and
gifts.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Religious Education:
Gr 5 ‐ Big Idea: LS2 ‐ The Catholic Church
proclaims that human life is sacred and that
the dignity of the human person is the
foundation of a moral vision for society.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Gr 6 – LS1.2: Describe the call of Christian
‘vocation’ received in baptism (i.e. everyone
is called to serve society, to discern their
gifts and talents and to be united in making
a contribution in the world) and determine
ways we can respond to this call as young
people.

CGE1: A Discerning Believer Formed in the
Catholic Faith Community
CGE3: A Reflective and Creative Thinker

Gr 6 – LS1.3: Identify the areas of ‘personal
responsibility’ that students assume in their
lives and connect this to the vocation to
participate in family, school and parish.
Arts Connections: Visual Art
D2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analyzing:
apply the critical analysis process to
communicate feelings, ideas, and
understandings in response to a variety of
art works and art experiences.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the
human person is the foundation of a moral vision of society.
Scripture Passages:
 Genesis 1‐3; Corinthians 12:4‐13

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Understand that we are all created in the image of God with our own specific talents and
gifts. Students will demonstrate an understanding of Christianity as a religion that seeks
unity within the experience of diversity.
 Identify their vocation as a call to serve God and society by using the talents they have
been given.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
‐ “Praying with the Body” ‐ Roy DeLeon
Resources:
‐ Fully Alive 5: pg. 13‐17

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Begin class with Body Prayer: Alleluia 2 p.8 (Praying with the Body)
Whole Group: Read “A Journey”, Fully Alive 5: pp. 13‐17
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Have students identify some key elements of their own life (their birth, birth of siblings, baptism,
beginning school, taking on personal responsibilities, learning a new skill, joining a club or sports
team).
Students should also include any negative experiences (divorce, illness or death of loved ones,
personal disappointments).
They then create a road map of their life with symbols to represent each of the important
“stops”.
Have students share their “road maps” with the class.
Note: Particular criteria and/or instructions may be given to address specific Art expectations.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

After all students have shared, discuss the many similarities between students’ successes and
struggles.
Invite students to identify patterns in their personal path that reflect their personal talents or
gifts.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Creating a scrapbook of photos or drawings of their physical, spiritual, and academic
growth over the years.
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Unit 1 Lesson 5
Listen to the Call of God
Lesson Overview

Building Community

Through scripture and discussion, students will
understand God’s calling to Samuel and
develop an appreciation of vocations.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr 4 – ML2.4: Identify times when we might
hear God speaking to us; giving us
instructions (moral truth) to help us “do
what is good and avoid what is evil”; and
link this to the work of our conscience
through which God/the Holy Spirit inspires
us to do the good. [CCC nos. 1776‐1788]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
Rights and Responsibilities

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Collaborative Contributor who:
CGE4c: develops one’s God‐given potential
and makes a meaningful contribution to
society

Gr 6 – LS1.2: Describe the call of Christian
‘vocation’ received in baptism (i.e. everyone
is called to serve society, to discern their
gifts and talents and to be united in making
a contribution in the world) and determine
ways we can respond to this call as young
people. [CCC nos. 12‐62‐1284; 1897‐1927]
Arts Connections: Musical reflection
(continued learning opportunities)

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 God’s call for us is called our vocation. In baptism we received the call to live our
vocation, as lay people, priests, or religious, by serving the community.
Scripture Passages:
 1 Samuel 3: 1‐11 Samuel’s Calling
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Describe a vocation
 Explain Samuel’s Call
 Understand how to listen to God’s call
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Vocation
‐ What God desires each
of us to do with our life
– when we follow this
path, we will find true
happiness.

Materials:
‐ Religion notebooks/duotang/scrap book
‐ Pencils, Coloured pencils
‐ A video version of the story of Samuel, available in the
NEST series The Animated Stories from the Bible, may be
shown.
NOTE:
Please see below for Continued Learning Opportunities

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Move desks and chairs into the Community Circle Format
What are your plans?
What will you do tonight after school? What do you want to do this weekend? What about next
summer? Do you have plans to go to a camp? Go on a vacation? Spend time at the pool?
Think‐pair‐share
Share one of your partner’s plans out loud with the group.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Share the story of Samuel. (1 Samuel 3:1‐11)
1. Alternately, show the video of the story, available in the NEST series The Animated
Stories from the Bible.
2. Through discussion, help students to identify the key concept, which is listening to the
call of God. Students will realize that this is not easy to do; often we are so busy in our
lives that we do not truly listen:
‐ We have our own plans as discussed in “Minds On”, but God also has plans for us and
we need to listen to those plans. God is calling us to live in our “vocation”
‐ Eli explains to Samuel how to listen to God's Call‐ "Speak Lord for your servant is
listening"
3. Students should recognize that they need to listen‐ "My heart is open to Your call."
4. Discerning our vocations means listening to God for our purpose. How can we listen to
God?
‐ Be attentive during Mass and group prayer; be faithful to personal prayer, including
contemplative practices such as body prayer and Christian meditation; listen to the silence
at night; look and listen for God in creation; look and listen for God in those around us,
particularly in those who are models of Christian faith

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Move desks/chairs out of the Community Circle to regular classroom plan
 In Religion notebooks/duotangs/scrap books students complete a t‐chart “My Plans/
Discerning My Vocation”


Write and draw their plans on one side of the chart



How to listen for God’s plans/call on the other side

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Musical Reflection ‐ play instrumental music and set the environment for peaceful
reflection.


Can you hear God speaking to you? Think of your gifts and how they can be used to make
the world a better place.
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Unit 1 Lesson 6
Our Talents and Gifts Help Us
Choose Our Friends

Building Community

Lesson Overview

Students will understand the concept of
friendship, and how our own talents and gifts
help us develop these friendships

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Fundamental Concept LS1: We are called to
live our Christian vocation within the human
community (i.e. communal nature of our
dignity as human beings).

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Family Life Education, Grade 5:
B3.2: identify and describe some of the
qualities that are valued in friendship.

CGE2: An Effective Communicator
CGE5: A Collaborative Contributor

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Understand that human solidarity in our Christian living, which is understood as
“friendship”, is reflected in the example of Jesus and the relationships which he held.
Scripture Passage:
 Romans 12:6‐8

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Highlight their own gifts, and explain how they can contribute to the development of
friendship.
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
- Chart Paper
- Markers
- Copy of Scripture (optional)
Resources:
- Praying with the Body
- Fully Alive 5
- Bible

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Body Prayer: Alleluia 3 pp.9‐11 in “Praying with the Body”
Small group Scripture Analysis:
Have students (groups of 3) read and discuss the meaning of Romans 12:6‐8. Students can
record their ideas on chart paper.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Whole Class: Read aloud “Friendship” pp. 43‐45 in Fully Alive 5.


After reading, invite students to share examples from their own experience that
demonstrate the qualities in the text.

Note: This lesson may be integrated with the teaching of Theme 2 Topic 4 in Fully Alive grade 5,
or the Fully Alive text may be used only as a read aloud at this time.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

After Reading:
 In their journal or notebook, have students write about a time when they encountered a
“friendship problem”. They should outline the problem and how they dealt with the
issue.


If applicable, have students write about alternative ways that they could have solved the
issue, using one or more of the qualities of a good friend.
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Unit 1 Lesson 7
Christian Meditation
Lesson Overview

Building Community

In this lesson, students and teachers will be
Introduced to the concept of Christian
Meditation.
Duration: 30 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Religious Education:
Gr 5 Big Idea: PR2: Prayer has three major
expressions found in Sacred Scripture and
Tradition, each with their own unique
characteristics: vocal, meditative, and
contemplative.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Gr 6 – PR1.1: Identify the obstacles to
prayer and the ways to overcome this
struggle so that prayer and our Christian life
are inseparable. [CCC nos. 2725‐2751]

A Discerning Believer who:
CGE1f: seeks intimacy with God and
celebrates communion with God, others and
creation through prayer and worship

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 What is Christian Meditation (CM)?
Scripture Passages:
 “For God along my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.” (Psalm 62:5)
 “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16)
 “Be still, and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10a)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Engage in Christian Meditation
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Christian Meditation ‐
ancient form of prayer of the
heart where one becomes
more aware of the wonder
and presence of God, and the
experience of God’s love.

Materials:
‐ bell, chime
‐ Christian Meditation App (Contemplative Prayer, WCCM)
Internet Resources:
- Ontario Classroom experience of CM
http://vimeo.com/106713264
Resources:
‐ Appendix 1: Christian Meditation with Children and Youth
NOTE:
Please see below for Continued Learning Opportunities

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Have a class discussion with the following prompts:




When are we asked to be silent?
What is the purpose of each silence?
What does silence ‘look’ like?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Arrange room to allow for meditative space (e.g. desks to outside of room, chairs in a circle)
Introducing Christian Meditation in the Classroom (See Appendix 1 for more information)
 Invite students to be silent for 30 seconds to 1 minute
 Ask them to share whether that was easy or difficult.
 What are the challenges to being silent?
o God has created us to live in relationship, so we want to be social
o Silence is rare in our lives so we are not accustomed to it
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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We are often distracted by people, things, and sounds around us, and by our own
thoughts
Invite students to be silent again, but this time, ask them to close their eyes, and to listen
for the ‘sounds of the room.’ What did they hear? Was that easier or more difficult?
Why?
Sounds such as the clock ticking, heating or air conditioning, or our own breathing are
always there, but we don’t usually notice them. God is always there, but we do not
always pay attention to God’s presence.
Introduce the word ‘Maranatha” – an Aramaic (the language spoken by Jesus) word from
scripture which means “Come, Lord.” It is a suitable mantra because it invites God to be
present, and because of the regular rhythm and rhyme.
Practice breathing deeply with one syllable of maranatha on each inhale or exhale of
breath (in‐ma, out‐ra, in‐na, out‐tha).
Teacher/leader may say the word aloud a few times, students continue to ‘think’ the
word silently.
See Appendix 1 for more details – What does Christian Meditation look like?
o







•
•


CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned







Students may share their experience: How did they feel?
After some discussion, and if time allows, experience another short time of Christian
meditation. Was the experience different a second time.
Remind students that Christian Meditation is a practice. With practice, we are better
able to overcome the obstacles and distractions, so that we can enter more fully into
prayer.
Regular prayer through Christian Meditation will influence our behaviour and attitudes so
that we live out our faith in our actions each day.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Scheduling weekly or daily sessions of Christian Meditation



Follow‐up Arts activities‐ reflection drawings



Sharing the practice with families or with primary classes
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APPENDIX 1
Christian Meditation with Children and Youth
What is Christian Meditation?
•

•

•
•
•

A form of prayer used as far back as the fourth century with St.
Anthony of the Desert and the desert mothers and fathers. While
some early Christians spread the Good News and served those in
need, others withdrew to the desert to focus on prayer. This
tradition continues in cloistered religious communities.
It is about entering more fully into the ordinary to discover the
wonder of the presence of God and to experience God’s love. God
is always present, but we are not always paying attention.
It moves from mental prayer (the prayer of the mind – saying prayers) to a deeper level (the
prayer of the heart).
It is an acknowledgement that the Holy Spirit dwells within each of us .
It differs from mindfulness in that the focus is on relationship with God rather than one’s self.

What are the benefits of Christian Meditation?
•
•

Experience in Australia shows that children and adolescents enter more easily into Christian
meditation than adults.
Christian meditation with children and young people is proven to:
• Make them calmer and more relaxed
• Help create a sense of wonder
• Help create a sense of God
• Help create a sense of community
• Allow them a chance to be silent and experience God’s presence in silence
• Allow them a chance to enter into the present moment

Introducing Christian Meditation in the Classroom






Invite students to be silent for 30 seconds to 1 minute and to listen for the ‘sounds of the room.’
What did they hear? Most will report hearing the heat/air system, the clock, sounds from
nearby classrooms, and perhaps their own breathing. These things are like God. They are
always there, but we do not always notice them. God is always with us. We don’t pray to ask
God to be with us, but we pray so that we pay attention to God who is always there.
Ask them to share whether the silence was easy or difficult. What are the challenges to being
silent?
o God has created us to live in relationship, so we want to be social
o Silence is rare in our lives so we are not accustomed to it
o We are often distracted by people, things, and sounds around us, and by our own
thoughts
Discussion & sharing: “When do you have to be silent? What is the purpose for each of those
silences?” In Christian meditation, the purpose of the silence is for us to be more aware of the
presence of God, who is always with us.
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•
•

We can close our eyes to shut out visual distractions. A mantra can help keep our mind busy so
that we are less distracted by our thoughts.
Introduce the word ‘Maranatha” – an Aramaic (the language spoken by Jesus) word from
scripture which means “Come, Lord.” It is a suitable mantra because it invites God to be
present, and because of the regular rhythm and rhyme.
Practice breathing deeply with one syllable of Maranatha on each inhale or exhale of breath (in‐
ma, out‐ra, in‐na, out‐tha).
Teacher/leader may say the word aloud a few times, students continue to ‘think’ the word
silently.

What does Christian Meditation look like?
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students sit in a circle, on chairs with heels and toes flat on the floor or on the floor cross‐
legged. The circle is a sign of our unity; connecting to the floor symbolizes our connection to
creation.
Sitting upright with palms open on lap – offering prayer to God and receiving God’s love.
A candle may be lit in center of circle.
Students close their eyes – teacher or other adult keeps eyes open for supervision and safety.
Begin with a short opening prayer, scripture, or song.
Silent repetition of mantra “Maranatha” .
Length of meditation varies with age – start with 1 minute per grade; work up to 1 minute per
year of age.
Students who find it difficult to be completely still may be given a sacred object (rosary, prayer
stone, small cross, etc.) to manipulate during the meditation.

Apps for Christian Meditation:
•

Centering Prayer – Contemplative Outreach http://www.centeringprayer.com/
(for iPhone)

•

World Community for Christian Meditation http://www.wccm.org/ (for Android
and iPhone)

Other Resources for Christian Meditation:
•

http://www.cominghome.org.au/ ‐ Christian Meditation for Children and Young People from
Catholic Education Diocese of Townsville, Australia

•

http://vimeo.com/106713264 ‐ Video from Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School
Board – interviews with elementary students, teachers, parents, and administrators
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Unit 1 Lesson 8
The Prince of Peace

Building Community

Lesson Overview

Students will use technology to complete an
inquiry on Jesus “The Prince of Peace”.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr 4 ‐ LS 2.2: articulate the three essential
elements which promote the common good
(i.e. respect for the fundamental rights of
the person; prosperity and the development
of the spiritual and temporal goods of
society; peace and security of societies and
nations) and make connections through
examples of how these improve the
conditions of human life.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Rights and Responsibilities
Solidarity
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1: A Discerning Believer formed in the
Catholic Faith Community
CGE7: A Responsible Citizen

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Jesus is referred to as “The Prince of Peace”
Scripture Passages:
 John 14:27, John 16:33, Ephesians 2:15, Isaiah 9:6

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Identify why Jesus is referred to as “The Prince of Peace”
 What constitutes a peaceful action
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
- Bible
- Computers (1:3 ratio)
Internet Resources:
- www.thinglink.com
Resources:
- A Variety of web‐based resources
NOTE:
If your students are not familiar with ThingLink, an introductory
lesson on this program is recommended.

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Think – pair – share:
Give each student one of the scripture passages listed above. With a partner, discuss the
concept of peace as it is used in the passage. Share with the class.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Students, in groups of three, will use the web‐based program, ThingLink, to create a response to
the following questions:
Inquiry Guiding Question:
1. Jesus is often called "Prince of Peace"‐ why?
2. What did Jesus do in his life that created peace?

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

As a class, examine several different walls that were created. Lead a class discussion about what
students included on their ThingLink wall and why.


How is peace an essential element to promote the common good? Give examples of
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how peace improves the conditions of human life.


How can we apply Jesus` message of peace in our school and communities?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Read Matthew 10:34‐39 and/or Luke 12:51‐53.



How are these messages about peace different from the others? Here Jesus speaks of
how difficult it can be to be a peacemaker in the world. Invite students to discuss how
these seemingly contradictory messages can both be true.



Identify quotes from modern peacemakers around the world. How do these messages
compare to the message of Jesus?
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Unit 1 Lesson 9
Warm Hands … of Many Hues
Lesson Overview

In this lesson, students will reflect on their own
contributions as students to the school
community. By the end of this lesson students
will understand the concept of peace, its
important role in our schools and community,
and what it looks like.

Building Community

Duration: 2 class periods

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
Solidarity

Religious Education:
Fundamental Concept ML1: Christian
Morality as a living response of our human
vocation to life in the Spirit as revealed by
reason, the Scriptures and Tradition
Gr. 4 ‐ LS2.2: Articulate the three essential
elements which promote the common good
(i.e. respect for the fundamental rights of the
person; prosperity and the development of the
spiritual and temporal goods of society; peace
and security of societies and nations) and make
connections through examples of how these
improve the conditions of human life.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE5: A Collaborative Contributor
CGE7: A Responsible Citizen

Language Connections:
Writing 1: generate, gather, and organize
ideas and information to write for an
intended purpose
and audience
Writing 2: draft and revise their writing,
using a variety of informational, literary, and
graphic forms and stylistic elements
appropriate for the purpose and audience
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Art Connections:
D1: Creating and Presenting: apply the
creative process to produce a variety of
two‐ and three‐dimensional art works, using
elements, principles, and techniques of
visual arts to communicate feelings, ideas,
and understandings.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 How can students contribute to building peaceful schools and communities?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


Identify how their own actions have created a peaceful environment in their own school
community.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Warm Colours
- Cool Colours
- Complimentary
Colours
- Primary Colours
- Secondary Colours

Materials:
- “Warm Hands” assignment and rubric (Resource A)
- “Warm Hands” art piece template (Resource B)
Internet Resources:
- http://artprojectsforkids.org/product/warm‐hands/
-

http://www.colormatters.com/color‐and‐design/basic‐
color‐theory
Songs:
‐ My Peace (Arlo Guthrie)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mny3h6_NAyk
http://www.arlo.net/forums/viewtopic.php?t=3284 (lyrics
guitar chords)

‐
‐
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‐

http://www.spiritandsong.com/compositions/51705
The Eyes and Hands of Christ (Tom Kendzia)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7hxciWjyVI

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Learn the song My Peace, by Arlo Guthrie, using the video and lyric handout (see resource links
above).
The song mentions many colours and speaks of passing peace around “cross hands of every
hue.” Discuss the meaning of the lyrics.
In this lesson students will create hands of many hues.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)



Introduce the concepts of colour theory to your students. Students should gain an
understanding of the following concepts: Primary Colours, Secondary Colours, Warm
Colours, Cool Colours and Complimentary Colours.



Once students have a good understanding of colour theory, it is now time to introduce
the “Warm Hands” task. Students are to trace their hand on the template. Using
crayons, students will alternate colouring the inside of their hand with warm colours
(red, yellow and orange). Once students are finished colouring their hand, they will
colour the remainder of their template. Students will use the complimentary cool
colours to fill in the remainder of their template.

Students should follow the pattern (Red/Green, Orange/ Blue, Yellow/Purple)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Upon completion of the art assignment, students will create a writing piece that will answer the
following question:



How do you use your “warm hands” to help make our school a peaceful place?
How can you use your “warm hands” to help make our community a peaceful place?

Share ideas of peace.
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Listen to and learn one or more of the songs:
 These Hands
 Be the Hands, the Heart of God
 The Eyes and Hands of Christ

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


September 21 is designated by the United Nations as the International Day of Peace.



Students can create a display of their artwork, or plan an event to celebrate this day.



http://www.peaceoneday.org/ offers free videos, lesson plans, and other resources.
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Unit 1 Lesson 10
The Three Questions
Lesson Overview

Building Community

Teacher will read “The Three Questions” by
Leo Tolstoy and work to develop their own
answers to the questions posed in the book.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr. 5 ‐ LS2 Focus: Fundamental love for the
poor and vulnerable. Understand that
human solidarity in our Christian living,
understood as “friendship”, is reflected in
the example of Jesus who calls us to act
justly by putting the needs of the poor and
vulnerable first.
Gr. 4 ‐ ML2: Explain how we are called,
through the help of our consciences, to
discover God’s truth and obey God’s will.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE 1: A Discerning Believer formed in the
Catholic Faith Community
CGE 5: A Collaborative Contributor

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 This lesson focuses on the importance of thinking of others before you act. The book
provides opportunities for children to recognize and appreciate the virtue of wisdom.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Understand the importance of their relationship with God. It is this relationship that will
allow students to develop an understanding of morality.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
- Chart Paper
- Markers
Internet Resources:
- “Three Questions” online
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pOIYGjjvRc
- www.padlet.com
Resources:
- Copy of “The Three Questions” (written and illustrated by
Jon J Muth)
NOTE:
Padlet is the preferred platform to show student thinking.
However, pen and paper will also work well for this activity.

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Before Reading:
Using the graffiti strategy (or padlet.com) have students answer the following questions:


When is the best time to do things?



Who is the most important one?



What is the right thing to do?



What is wisdom and how does one acquire wisdom?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Read Aloud:
"The Three Questions".

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

After Reading:
 Students discuss what message they think the author is trying to convey to the
reader. In addition, students may write a reflective journal entry about how they use
wisdom in their everyday lives. Suggested platform is www.padlet.com.
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Unit 1 lesson 11
Stewardship of Creation
Lesson Overview

Building Community

This lesson will introduce students to the
Catholic Social Teaching, Stewardship of God’s
Creation.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr. 4 ‐ LS2.3: Identify and describe ways we
are called as human beings to be
responsible stewards who protect the
environment and promote creation (i.e.
natural ecological world in which we live)
that has its origins in the creative will and
purpose of God.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Rights and Responsibilities
Care for God's Creation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE 7: A Responsible Citizen

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Students will demonstrate their role as a responsible citizen through their stewardship
and respect for God’s creation.

Scripture Passages:
 Job 12:7‐10, Colossians 1:16‐17, Psalm 19

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Define what stewardship is, and why it is important to respect and care for God’s
creation.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
- Stewardship
- Environmental Issue

Materials:
- Environmental Quotes (Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Copy Appendix 1, Environmental Quotes, using a different piece of coloured paper for each of
the 5 pages of the resource.
Cut the quotes into strips and randomly distribute among students. (There are 36 different
quotes.)
Students will form groups by gathering with those who have the same coloured paper. Have
students set quote aside for now.
Whole Group Instruction‐ Survey Questions
This activity is designed to set the context for the new learning that is about to come and to
determine student background knowledge and learning attitudes. For each group, assign one
student to be the scorekeeper and one student to be the reporter. Ask students the following
series of questions. The scorekeeper from each group will take the group’s scores and average
them. The reporter will report the result to the large group when prompted by teacher.
a) What do you know about environmental issues? Have students rate themselves from:
1 Know Very Little‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐10 Know Lot
b) What importance do you place on understanding environmental issues in your life? Have
students rate themselves from:
1 Little Importance‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐10 Very Important
c) How open are you to learning more about environmental issues? Have students rate
themselves from:
1 Not Very ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐10 Totally Open
After results are reported, invite students to comment, noting patterns of background
knowledge and attitudes.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Group Activity – Resource 1 Environmental Quotes
Have students refer now to their quote and read it over. Invite students, one at a time, to read
the quote to their group and then share their understanding of the quote.
Once each student has had a chance to share their quote and their understanding, ask each
group to discuss the quotes and then identify the emerging themes about the environment they
see as common amongst their quotes. (For example, what do the quotes say about the
environment or about our role in being stewards of the environment?)
Invite the reporter in the group to report out the commonalities to the large group when
prompted by the teacher.
Teacher can record responses on black/smart board or chart paper.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Introduce the topic of Stewardship of God’s Creation.


Discuss what it means to be a steward (caretaker, protector, someone who looks after
something) and make the point that we are called not only to be stewards of the earth,
but stewards of one another.



What actions can students take, at home, at school, and in the community, to
demonstrate their stewardship?
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APPENDIX 1
ENVIRONMENTAL QUOTES
Elizabeth Goudge (1900-1984)
Nothing living should ever be treated with contempt. Whatever it is that lives, a man, a
tree, or a bird, should be touched gently, because the time is short. Civilization is
another word for respect for life.

Kahlil Gibran
Trees are poems that earth writes upon the sky,
We fell them down and turn them into paper,
That we may record our emptiness.

David Suzuki
If we want to address global warming, along with the other environmental problems
associated with our continued rush to burn our precious fossil fuels as quickly as
possible, we must learn to use our resources more wisely, kick our addiction, and
quickly start turning to sources of energy that have fewer negative impacts.

Pope Francis
Man is not in charge today; money is in charge, money rules. God our Father did not
give the task of caring for the earth to money but to us, to men and women we have this
task.

Pope John Paull II
Christians, in particular, realize that their responsibility within creation and their duty
toward nature and the creator are an essential part of their faith.

Richard Feynman
Nature uses only the longest threads to weave her patterns, so each small piece of her
fabric reveals the organization of the entire tapestry.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

4

Unit 1, Lesson 11

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
Buckminster Fuller
Nature is trying very hard to make us succeed, but nature does not depend on us. We
are not the only experiment.

Theodore Roosevelt
To waste, to destroy our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of
using it so as to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the days of our
children the very prosperity which we ought by right to hand down to them amplified and
developed.

Aldo Leopold
We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see
land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.

Marya Mannes
The earth we abuse and the living things we kill will, in the end, take their revenge; for in
exploiting their presence we are diminishing our future.

Albert Einstein
The joy of looking and comprehending is nature's most beautiful gift.

Robert Green Ingersoll
In nature there are neither rewards nor punishments—there are consequences.

Orison Swett Marden
We make the world we live in and shape our own environment.

Lorraine Anderson
Nature has been for me, for as long as I remember, a source of solace, inspiration,
venture, and delight; a home, a teacher, a companion.
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Bernoulli
Nature always tends to act in the simplest way.

Bhagavad Gita
I look upon all creatures equally; none are less dear to me and none more dear. But
those who worship me with love live in me, and I come to life in them.

Luther Burbank
Nature's laws affirm instead of prohibit. If you violate her laws, you are your own
prosecuting attorney, judge, jury, and hangman.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Everything in Nature contains all the powers of Nature. Everything is made of hidden
stuff.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Nature goes her own way and all that to us seems an exception is really according to
order.

William Law
All that is sweet, delightful, and amiable in this world, in the serenity of the air, the
fineness of seasons, the joy of light, the melody of sounds, the beauty of colors, the
fragrancy of smells, the splendor our precious stones, is nothing else but Heaven
breaking through the veil of this world, manifesting itself in such a degree and darting
forth in such variety so much of its own nature.

Llewelyn Powys
No sight is more provocative of awe than is the night sky.

Gil Stern
Man is a complex being; he makes the deserts bloom and lakes die.
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Mahatma Gandhi
The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way animals are
treated.

Wendell Berry
To cherish what remains of the Earth and to foster its renewal is our only legitimate
hope of survival.

Marshall McLuhan
There are no passengers on spaceship earth. We are all crew.

Goethe
The world is so empty if one thinks only of mountains, rivers and cities; but to know
someone here and there who thinks and feels with us, and though distant, is close to us
in spirit - this makes the earth for us an inhabited garden.

Ricardo Levins Morales
If you give me a fish, you have fed me for a day. If you teach me to fish, then you have
fed me until the river is contaminated or the shore line is seized for development. But if
you teach me to organize, then whatever the challenge, I can join together with my
peers and we will fashion our own solution.

Rachel Carson
I like to define biology as the history of the earth and all its life – past, present, and
future.

Chief Seattle
Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it. Whatever we
do to the web, we do to ourselves. All things are bound together … all things connect.
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Fools Crow, Ceremonial Chief of the Teton Sioux
The survival of the world depends upon our sharing what we have and working
together. if we don't, the whole world will die. First the planet, and next the people.

Qwatsinas [Hereditary Chief Edward Moody], Nuxalk Nation
We must protect the forests for our children, grandchildren and children yet to be born.
We must protect the forests for those who can't speak for themselves such as the birds,
animals, fish and trees.

Chief Luther Standing Bear, Lakota Sioux
The elders were wise. They knew that man's heart, away from nature, becomes hard;
they knew that lack of respect for growing, living things, soon led to lack of respect for
humans, too.

Ancient Indian Proverb
Treat the earth well: it was not given to you by your parents, it was loaned to you by
your children. We do not inherit the Earth from our Ancestors, we borrow it from our
Children.

Sioux Indian
Even sticks and stones have a spiritual essence, a manifestation of the mysterious
power that fills the Universe.

Mourning Dove Salish, 1888-1936
...... everything on the earth has a purpose, every disease an herb to cure it, and every
person a mission. This is the Indian theory of existence.

Wintu Woman, 19th Century
When we Indians kill meat, we eat it all up. When we dig roots, we make little holes.
When we build houses, we make little holes. When we burn grass for grasshoppers, we
don't ruin things. We shake down acorns and pine nuts. We don't chop down the trees.
We only use dead wood.
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Unit 1 lesson 12
We Give Thanks
Lesson Overview

Building Community

In this lesson, students will have an
opportunity to experience the beauty of God’s
creation through a nature/community walk
and outdoor prayer service.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr. 4 ‐ LS2.3: Identify and describe ways we
are called as human beings to be
responsible stewards who protect the
environment and promote creation (i.e.
natural ecological world in which we live)
that has its origins in the creative will and
purpose of God.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Care for God's Creation
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE 1: A Discerning Believer Formed in the
Catholic Faith Community

Gr. 4 & 6 ‐ Big Idea PR2: Prayer has many
forms and expressions found in Scripture
and Tradition – blessing and adoration,
petition, intercession, thanksgiving and
praise, vocal, meditative, and
contemplative.

CGE 3: A Reflective and Creative Thinker
CGE 7: A Responsible Citizen

Gr. 6 ‐ BL1.3: Identify the many ways we
come to know God from the physical world
and the human person (i.e. creation).

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 God’s creation is all around us
Scripture Passages:
 Psalm 104: 1‐6, 10‐15, 19‐24
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Recognize the beauty of God’s creation through a class nature walk.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
NOTE: This lesson is to be
done in late September or
early October when the trees
are beginning to change
colours.

Materials:
- Camera or iPad
- Chart Paper
Resources:
- “We Give Thanks” prayer service. (p. 20, Words For The
Journey for Kids, Freemantle & Miller, Novalis, 2010)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Before you begin your class walk to your outdoor prayer service, remind students of the
experience of God in silence during Christian meditation.
As they walk, ask them to remain silent to be aware of the beauty of creation that surrounds
them.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Once you have reached your destination, have students sit in a circle and pray together using the
prayer service “We Give Thanks” from “Words for the Journey for Kids” or another suitable
prayer celebration of thanks. (Copies may be needed for student readers.)
Before leaving the location, invite students to select an artifact (i.e., leaf, small rock) to take back
to class. Or, students could take photos in the natural location.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned



Have students place their artifacts in the center of your classroom.



Once all artifacts are placed, take a photo with a camera or iPad.



Print the photo(s) and attach to a piece of chart paper.



Invite students to add their own prayers of thanksgiving and praise for creation.
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Unit 2 lesson 1
What is Decalogue?

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Lesson Overview

Understanding the 10 Commandments and
the concept of rules
Duration: 80 minutes in length (2 lessons)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Gr 4 ML1.3: Identify efforts being made by
your family, school community and Church to
live according to the Ten Commandments (i.e.
Decalogue as a path of life).
Gr. 5 ML1: Demonstrate an understanding
how the New Law (i.e. Law of the Gospel,
Jesus Christ, work of the Holy Spirit)
expressed in the teaching of Jesus in the
Sermon on the Mount and “The New
Commandment” leads to the perfection of
the Ten Commandments.
Gr. 6 ML1.1: Describe the basic principles of
the Church’s teaching concerning Natural
Moral Law (the law God has written on our
hearts – Hebrews 8:10) and explain how it is
the foundation prepared by God for the
revealed Law of Scripture (i.e. Old Law, New
Law) and the formulation of human civil laws.
ML1.2: Explain through example, how God’s
gift of human reason promotes human dignity
(reason and conscience, i.e. natural law, work
together to help us discern what is good and
what is evil) and identify ways we can use
reason to participate in the wisdom and
goodness of Creation (i.e. care of the created
universe, natural and human sciences, human
development and building of communities,
etc.).

CGE1c ‐actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures;
CGE1i ‐integrates faith with life:
CGE5e ‐respects the rights, responsibilities
and contributions of self and others
The Catholic Social Teaching evident in this
lesson is:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
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Literacy Connections:

Oral: listen in order to understand and
respond appropriately in a variety of
situations for a variety of purposes;
Writing: generate, gather, and organize
ideas and information to write for an
intended purpose and audience
Social Studies – grade 5:
B3. Understanding Context: demonstrate
an understanding of the roles and key
responsibilities of citizens and of the
different levels of government in Canada
(FOCUS ON: Significance)

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Understanding that rules exist for a reason.
 Through our conscience we discover God’s truth for our lives and are invited to follow
(i.e. listen) to the “voice of God” (i.e. His will) in our lives.
 Conscience is a judgement of reason concerning the moral choices we face and the
actions we perform.
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 7:12 12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets”
 Exodus 20:2‐17 and Deuteronomy 5:6‐21 – the Ten Commandments
 Matthew 22:37‐40 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
Critical Thinking/Literacy:
 The students must think of the reason we have rules and support their answers.
“Are rules necessary?”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 The Ten Commandments
 The Golden Rule
 An understanding of why we have rules in today’s society
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
 Appendix A
 Lined Paper
 Pens/Pencils
 Bible
 White Board Markers

Prior Learning: None
Teacher Readiness:
Knowledge of the Ten Commandments
Knowledge of the story of Exodus
Student Readiness:
(Optional) Knowledge of the story of Exodus

Internet Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs1eop9MNgU
This is a short video (3 min) that quickly sums up the
survival of the Hebrew people in the desert and
provides simple examples of the ten commandments

Terminology:
Decalogue
Equitable
Paraphrase
Ten Commandments
Golden Rule

https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Golden_rule/inde
x.php
Golden Rule resources from Scarboro Missions

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Teacher starts the conversation with a question: “What would happen if we had no rules at school?”
For follow up: “Would you want to go to a school with no rules?”
Questions can be posed in a full class discussion, in ‘circle’, or answered in written form.
You may also consider the same questions regarding rules in the family and/or the community.
In pairs or small groups, students are asked: “If you can make ten rules that everyone in society had
to follow, what would they be?” Remind them that the rules should be “Fair and Equitable.”
Differentiate by reducing or expanding the number of rules.
Students may also start with 10 rules, then be asked to reduce to only 5.
As students present their rules, class can decide if the rules are fair and equitable.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Review the Ten Commandments as a class (See Appendix A) by printing handout or projecting.
Point out that there are two versions in Exodus and Deuteronomy; introduce the concept of
paraphrasing. *Note: NSRV translation uses ‘or’ rather than ‘our’ spelling.
Have the students paraphrase the Ten Commandments into a set of rules for a primary/junior
students. For example, “Do not murder” may be rephrased as “You should not hurt others.”
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Lesson 2:
Review the rules that have been developed. Ask students to identify common theme(s).
If students don’t notice it, point out that the first commandments apply to worshiping God and the
remainder how we interact with each other.
Have the students look at their original list. Would they shorten or lengthen it? Could they trim their
whole list down to one rule?

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

1. Introduce students to the world religions and the Golden Rule. (Appendix B)
2. Are there any times that the rule would not apply?
3. Ask students, in groups, to think of a situation and reflect on how it might unfold in 2 ways:
A) if they follow the golden rule, B) if they don’t. Students role play both situations in front
of class.
4. Students look at the wording of the Golden Rules across different religions. What stays the
same? What is different? Have the students write a journal response.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Co‐construct a list of school and/or classroom rules. If formal rules already exist, explore
any changes the students wish to make. Can the rules be condensed into one rule?
Scarboro Missions offers a variety of resources related to the Golden Rule, including videos,
lesson plans, meditations, posters and interactive activities
https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Golden_rule/index.php
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Appendix A
The 10 Commandments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

You shall have no other gods before Me.
You shall not make false idols.
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.
Remember the Sabbath day holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet.

The 10 Commandments in Exodus 20:2‐17
1. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me.
2. You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow
down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.
3. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him
guiltless who takes His name in vain.
4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your
son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor
your stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day and hallowed it.
5. Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD
your God is giving you.
6. You shall not murder.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male
servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.

Continued on next page
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Appendix A – continued
The 10 Commandments in Deuteronomy 5:6‐21
1. I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
You shall have no other gods before Me.
2. You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow
down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.
3. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him
guiltless who takes His name in vain.
4. Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it
you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your
female servant, nor your ox, nor your donkey, nor any of your cattle, nor your stranger who is
within your gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. And
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out
from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God
commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.
5. Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days
may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
6. You shall not murder.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife; and you shall not desire your neighbor’s house, his
field, his male servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.
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Appendix B
The Universality of the Golden Rule in the World Religions
Christianity

All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye so to them; for
this is the law and the prophets.
Matthew 7:1

Confucianism

Do not do to others what you would not like yourself. Then there will be no
resentment against you, either in the family or in the state.
Analects 12:2

Buddhism

Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful.
Udana‐Varga 5,1

Hinduism

This is the sum of duty; do naught onto others what you would not have them do
unto you.
Mahabharata 5,1517

Islam

No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which he desires
for himself.
Sunnah

Judaism

What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellowman. This is the entire Law; all the
rest is commentary.
Talmud, Shabbat 3id

Taoism

Regard your neighbor’s gain as your gain, and your neighbor’s loss as your own
loss.
Tai Shang Kan Yin P’ien

Zoroastrianism

That nature alone is good which refrains from doing another whatsoever is not
good for itself.
Dadisten‐I‐dinik, 94,
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Unit 2 lesson 2
Members of the Body of Christ

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Lesson Overview
We are the Body of Christ; our actions make a
difference.

Duration: 120 minutes ( 3 Lessons)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE
EXPECTATIONS & CATHOLIC SOCIAL
TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religion: Living a Moral Life
Gr. 5 ML1.3: Identify, using passages from
the New Testament, the ways we are called
to live the New Commandment (i.e.
conversion of heart, developing in our lives
an interior law of charity, openness to the
grace of the Holy Spirit) in the choices we
make, in our relationship with God and
others.

CGE4c ‐takes initiative and demonstrates
Christian leadership;
CGE5c ‐develops one’s God‐given potential
and makes a meaningful contribution to
society;
CGE7j ‐contributes to the common good

Gr. 5 LS1.1: Identify through the Letters of
St. Paul (i.e. the analogy of the body 1 Cor.
12:12‐31; Romans 12:3‐8) the key
characteristics of what it means to be
Church and explain the importance of
recognizing, developing, and willingly
sharing our gifts and talents in order to give
witness to Christ.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
Solidarity

Gr. 6 ML2.1: Examine a selection of
Scripture passages and summarize what
Jesus taught his disciples to help form their
conscience (live in accordance with God’s
will ‐ Matt. 5‐7: Beatitudes, Sermon on the
Mount; instructions on becoming a disciple
and servant ‐ Matt. 25: Thy will be done ‐
the Garden of Gethsemane: Matt. 26:36‐
46).
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Gr. 6 LS2.3: Identify situations of injustice
in society, our country and the world which
oppose the virtue of human dignity and
fundamental human rights (e.g. the right to
life, liberty, religious freedom, food,
shelter, health care, education, and
employment) and use examples to describe
social justice which reflect the principle
that “everyone should look upon his
neighbour (without any exception) as
‘another self’”.
Gr. 6 PR1.2: Identify real life situations of
injustice (poverty and starvation,
oppression, prejudice, environmental harm,
etc.) and develop intercessory prayers on
behalf of those in need.
Literacy Connections:
Reading 2: (Grade 6) recognize a variety of
text forms, text features, and stylistic
elements and demonstrate understanding
of how they help communicate meaning
Media 1: (grade 6) demonstrate an
understanding of a variety of media texts
Arts Connections:
Music C1(Grade 6): apply the critical
analysis process (see pages 23–28) to
communicate their feelings, ideas, and
understandings in response to a variety of
music and musical experiences;

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Students are stewards of all creation and God works through them with the Holy Spirit.
Scripture Passages:
 1 Corinthians 12:12‐27
 Matthew 5:1‐12
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Communicate that we are all called to be a living part of the Body of Christ, and to take an active
role in building the Kingdom of God on earth.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
 Projector
 Markers/Chart Paper
 White Board Markers
 Speaker
 Prayer of St. Theresa of Avila

Terminology:
Body of Christ
Catalyst for Proactive Change
Metaphor
Faith Keepers

Internet Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lk0bKfC8XSE
“Hands” by Jewel. (4 min) The lyrics appear on
the screen. See also copy in Appendix B.

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Start a conversation with the students: “If you prayed really hard to make the basketball team
but didn’t try out, do you think you would make it?”
Stress to students that, while all things are possible with God, we must cooperate through our
actions, in order to make a difference in the world.
Invite students to identify issues about which they would like to see change (e.g. pollution, global
warming, hunger, access to education).
Explain that anyone who is willing to help solve a problem or address an important issue can be
called a ‘catalyst for proactive change.’ We are called to work with God to be ‘catalysts for
proactive change’ in our communities.
What actions can we take in our school, family, or community to make a positive difference?
Suggestions should be simple and proactive (e.g. say hi to 10 people on the yard, read a book
with a sibling, help with household chores, visit a lonely neighbour).
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At the next break have the students put some of their proactive suggestions to work by trying to
make a difference on the school yard. When the students come back in, have them write down at
least one thing that they noticed. Have a class discussion about how they were ‘catalysts for
proactive change.’
Day 2
The Greek work for Church is “ekklesia” = those who are called forth. All of us who are baptized
and believe in God are called forth by the Lord. Together we are the Church. Christ is, as Paul
says, the Head of the Church. We are his body. When we receive the sacraments and hear God’s
Word, Christ is in us and we are in him – that is the Church. (YouCat #121)
The Church is called “one body in Christ” in Romans 12:5, “one body” in 1 Corinthians 10:17, “the
body of Christ” in 1 Corinthians 12:27 and Ephesians 4:12, and “the body” in Hebrews 13:3.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

We are called to be a part of the Body of Christ.
Read the prayer by St. Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) (see Appendix A)
The prayer was written almost 500 years ago but still holds great relevance today. With Jesus as
the head, we are encouraged to be His body here on earth.
In small groups, have students brainstorm how they are:
1: The eyes of Christ
2: The mouth of Christ
3: The hands of Christ
4: The legs of Christ
5: The ears of Christ
This can be done as a carousel activity (one statement on each piece of chart paper; students
rotate), a jigsaw (each group deals with one statement, then reorganize to share in new groups
with a representative of each statement) or have all groups work on all five statements with full
class sharing.
Introduce the students to the Beatitudes: Use the attached reading (Appendix B) or have the
students locate it in the Bible. Matthew 5: 1‐12.
Have students identify some words they may not yet understand (e.g. meek and mourn).
Jesus gives us a direct way to act on earth and reassures us in times of sadness and grief that we
will be consoled.
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Ask the students “In which ways do we see the beatitudes on the school yard? In the classroom?
We are called to live the Beatitudes and be a part of the Body of Christ Daily. Ask the students to
quietly reflect on “Are we doing our part?”

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Day 3:
Proclaim 1 Corinthians 12:12‐27. Students may follow along in bibles.
In Appendix C (a & b) are two diagrams of a body. Choose one to reproduce and have the
students label the parts of the body, identifying ways that they can actively use their bodies to
serve Jesus.
e.g. stomach: I will thank God for every meal I eat. I will donate food to the local food bank.
Note: You may suggest that students draw themselves with exaggerated proportions, i.e. big
arms “to hug everyone”, or big ears “to listen to the needs of others”.
Watch the video “Hands” by Jewel. The lyrics appear on the screen; see also Appendix C.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
A journal reflection on how their “beatitude self” can change the world.
Identifying the people and/or organizations within the parish who act as the body of Christ in
the community, and pray for them.
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Appendix A

Prayer of St. Teresa of Avila (1515–1582)

Christ Has No Body
Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.
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Appendix B

The Beatitudes Matthew 5: 1‐12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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Appendix C (a)
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Appendix C (b)
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Appendix D

HANDS (Jewel)
If I could tell the world just one thing
It would be that we're all OK
And not to worry 'cause worry is wasteful
And useless in times like these
I won't be made useless
I won't be idle with despair
I will gather myself around my faith
For light does the darkness most fear
My hands are small, I know
But they're not yours, they are my own
But they're not yours, they are my own
And I am never broken
Poverty stole your golden shoes
It didn't steal your laughter
And heartache came to visit me
But I knew it wasn't ever after
We'll fight, not out of spite
For someone must stand up for what's right
'Cause where there's a man who has no voice
There ours shall go singing
My hands are small I know
But they're not yours, they are my own
But they're not yours, they are my own
I am never broken
In the end only kindness matters
In the end only kindness matters
I will get down on my knees, and I will pray
I will get down on my knees, and I will pray
I will get down on my knees, and I will pray
My hands are small I know
But they're not yours, they are my own
But they're not yours, they are my own
And I am never broken
My hands are small I know
But they're not yours, they are my own
But they're not yours, they are my own
And I am never broken
We are never broken
We are God's eyes
God's hands
God's mind
We are God's eyes
God's hands
God's heart
We are God's eyes
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Unit 2 Lesson 3
St. Francis ‐ Peace
Lesson Overview

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Learning about St. Francis, and the promotion
of peace in our classroom community and
spreading it to the world around us.
Note: This lesson may be timed to coincide
with the feast of St. Francis is on October 4.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Gr. 4 ‐ LS2.2 Articulate the three essential
elements which promote the common good
(i.e. respect for the fundamental rights of the
person; prosperity and the development of
the spiritual and temporal goods of society;
peace and security of societies and nations)
and make connections through examples of
how these improve the conditions of human
life.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE 7e witnesses Catholic social teaching by
promoting equality, democracy, and solidarity
for a just, peaceful, and compassionate
society.
CGE 5e Respects the rights, responsibilities,
and contributions of self and others.

Gr. 5 ‐ BL3.3 Explain how the devotion to
Mary and the canonization of the faithful
(i.e. Saints) promotes holiness within the
life of the Church (i.e. prayer, devotion,
charity) and the witness to justice in our
society through the charitable efforts of the
local church community to address poverty,
loneliness and spiritual hunger.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
The Common Good
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities

Gr. 6 ‐ ML 2.3 Apply a Catholic model of
moral decision‐making (i.e. SEE, JUDGE, and
ACT) to ethical issues that arise at school or
in the world (bullying, fighting, failing to do
homework, and disrespecting authority)
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Literacy Connections:
Comprehension Strategies: 1.3 identify a
variety of reading comprehension
strategies and use them appropriately
before, during, and after reading to
understand texts (e.g., activate prior
knowledge through asking questions about
or discussing a topic; ask questions to focus
reading; visualization to clarify details of a
character, scene, or concept in a text; make
predictions about a text based on
reasoning and related reading; reread to
confirm or clarify meaning.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Peace in the world begins with peace in our relationships. How do we achieve peace in our
classroom, school, and family?
Famous Quotes
Pope John Paul II’s Message from the 1996 World Day of Peace “That violence may never
again be justified by appeals to religious motives”.
Mahatma Gandhi:
"The pursuit of truth does not permit violence being inflicted on one's opponent.
""Be the peace you wish for the world."
Martin Luther King, Jr.
“We must learn to live together as brother, or we are going to perish together as fools”
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 5:9 ‐ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God
 Isaiah 2:4b ‐ They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
(see also Micah 4:3b)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Explain how the Church is called in its mission to witness to the “sacred mystery of
unity” (Gr. 4)
 Describe the ways that the Catholic and Christian Churches work together. BL3.2 (Gr. 4)
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
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of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Chart paper
Markers
Clipboards or sketchpads

Terminology:
Medieval
Peacemaker
NOTE:
Hope Expectations:
It is our hope that students will be
individuals who:
Value peace and work toward finding
peaceful means to conduct our daily lives
living in communion with those around us.

Resources:
St. Francis from “Who Cares About the Saints?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kw1LDSV23zA
Discovering our Saints: St. Francis of Assisi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4AXiaAIN_I
Francis: the saint and the pope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcOU3bYmM
OA

Respect the faith traditions, world religions
and the life journeys of all people of good
will.

Excerpt from “The Peaceful Crusader” by Thomas
Cahill ‐ see appendix B
“Francis of Assisi: A Revolutionary Life”
Author: Adrian House
Publisher: Hidden Spring
ISBN: 1587680270

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

As a class, spend 5 minutes in silent meditation (see Christian Meditation Unit 1 Lesson 8).
Use a scripture passage on peace as the opening prayer (see above for suggestions).
At the end of the prayer time, ask students to share their thoughts and/or feelings about peace.
Responses may be written on the board.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Chart paper and Markers
Divide up into groups of 4. Ask each group to develop a list of rules that would make the world a
better place. Share findings ‐ post charts and discuss.
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Share information about the life of St. Francis of Assisi using suggested video and/or text
resources.
Discuss: How did St. Francis’ actions create peace in the world? How can we, like St. Francis, be
peacemakers in our communities?
Pray the Prayer of St. Francis (see appendix A).
How does the prayer compare to the lists of rules that were created?

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Clip boards or sketch pads
Pencils
Create a peace area ‐ in your classroom, in the school, in the school yard. Include a quiet space,
lots of plants.
Take your students to a nearby green space and enjoy the peace and quiet, the sound of the
birds. Sit quietly and watch carefully for wildlife to show themselves. Sketch the things you see.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Have your class/the school assemble in the yard in the form of a peace symbol. Take a picture
from a high vantage point.
Learn more about the life and work of St. Francis of Assisi. Invite a local Franciscan friar or lay
member of the Secular Franciscan Order to visit the class.
Visit www.peacequest.ca and consider becoming a PeaceQuest school. The website offers a
variety of resources for classroom and school activities.
Read “Sadako” (an abridgement of Eleanor Coerr’s novel “Sadako and the Thousand Cranes) or
view the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fABpssKWCoE
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Appendix A

The Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is error, the truth;
Where there is doubt, the faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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Appendix B

St. Francis
Part of "The Peaceful Crusader" by Thomas Cahill:
"... Francis sailed across the Mediterranean to the Egyptian court of al‐Malik al‐Kamil,
nephew of the great Saladin who had defeated the forces of the hapless Third
Crusade. Francis was admitted to the august presence of the sultan himself and
spoke to him of Christ, who was, after all, Francis’ only subject."
"Trying to proselytize a Muslim was cause for on‐the‐spot decapitation, but Kamil
was a wise and moderate man, who was deeply impressed by Francis courage and
sincerity and invited him to stay for a week of serious conversation. Francis, in turn,
was deeply impressed by the religious devotion of the Muslims. …"
"It is a tragedy of history that Kamil and Francis were unable to talk longer, to
coordinate their strengths and form an alliance. Had they been able to do so, the
phrase 'clash of civilizations' might be unknown to our world."
"Francis went back to the Crusader camp on the Egyptian shore and desperately
tried to convince Cardinal Pelagius Galvani, whom Pope Honorius III had put in
charge of the Crusade, that he should make peace with the sultan, who, despite far
greater force on his side, was all too ready to do so. But the cardinal had dreams of
military glory and would not listen. His eventual failure, amid terrible loss of life,
brought the age of the crusades to its inglorious end."
"Donald Spoto, one of Francis of Assisi’s most recent biographers, rightly calls Francis
the first person from the West to travel to another continent with the revolutionary
idea of peacemaking. As a result of his inability to convince Cardinal Pelagius,
however, Francis saw himself as a failure. Like his model, Jesus of Nazareth, Francis
was an extremist. But his failure is still capable of bearing new fruit."
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Unit 2 Lesson 4
Christian Morality

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Lesson Overview

Moral development and the Golden Rule.
Duration: 160 minutes – 4 class periods

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr. 5 – ML2 Demonstrate an understanding
of conscience as a source of help in judging
our moral actions and our responsibility for
the results of our actions.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1a ‐illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith
CGE1d ‐develops attitudes and values founded
on Catholic social teaching and acts to
promote social responsibility, human
solidarity and the common good;

Gr. 6 ‐ ML2.3: Apply a Catholic model of
moral decision‐making (i.e. SEE, JUDGE,
and ACT) to ethical issues that arise at
school or in the world (bullying, fighting,
failing to do homework, and
disrespecting authority).

CGE1i ‐integrates faith with life;
CGE3a ‐recognizes there is more grace in our
world than sin and that hope is essential in
facing all challenges;

Literacy Connections:
Oral
1.2 demonstrate an understanding of
appropriate listening behaviour by
adapting active listening strategies to
suit a variety of situations, including
work in groups

CGE4c ‐takes initiative and demonstrates
Christian leadership;
CGE4g ‐examines and reflects on one’s
personal values, abilities and aspirations
influencing life’s choices and opportunities;

Reading
1.5 develop interpretations about texts
using stated and implied ideas to support
their interpretations

CGE5d ‐finds meaning, dignity, fulfillment and
vocation in work which contributes to the
common good;

1.6 extend understanding of texts by
connecting, comparing, and contrasting the
ideas in them to their own knowledge,
experience, and insights, to other familiar
texts, and to the world around them.

CGE7a ‐acts morally and legally as a person
formed in Catholic traditions;
1
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Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Catholic Catechism starts the section on Catholic morality with St. Leo the Great's beautiful
words:
Morality is a call to recognize our dignity as men and women who have received a free gift of
new life in Christ. We must live accordingly.
Scripture Passages:
 Proverbs 16:9 “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.”
 Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Understand that in conjunction with mental and physical growth, we grow morally as
well
 Understand that there is a set of beliefs and theories with how we develop morally
 Be able to draw on Catholic Teachings to help them make decisions
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Terminology:
Pencils
Natural Moral Law – is inscribed in the heart
Lined sheets of paper
and known by human reason
Catechism
Internet Resources:
Golden Rule
Hero Making good choices
http://youtu.be/B2VG7aKxO0c
Resources:
Golden Rule
https://www.scarboromissions.ca/Golden_rule/ind
ex.php
Appendices
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Propose the follow questions for discussion: (10 minutes)
What if we didn’t know right from wrong? Do we hold all people up the same moral standard
(age, physical and mental ability)?
Every day we are giving a chance to choose between good and evil.
Moral decision making
1. You find a wallet in the park with a great deal of money in it. What do you do? (What
if you kept the money and gave it to charity? What if you gave it to the police? What
if someone saw you pick it up and asked for it?)
2. Your best friend tells you something in confidence that could be dangerous.
Do you keep the secret? (Who you tell and why you tell is important)

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Part 1 (30 minutes):
The world is filled with lots of grey areas. Fortunately we have a few places to draw upon to help
make the picture clearer. Refer to Appendix A – A Guide to Moral Decision Making.
Part 2 (80 minutes):
Minds On: Ask the class “Would it be fair if kindergarten students were treated the same as
students in junior grades? Why or why not?”
Introduce the Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
We develop a conscience as we mature. Refer to Appendix B ‐ Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral
Development
Part 3 (40 minutes):
Heinz Dilemma – Refer to Appendix C
Also included is the breakdown of the choice the students can make. It is important to explain to
the student that how they justify their choice is really important. You can choose to share the six
stages with the students, orally read them, or project them on the board.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Journal Reflection:
1)

How has what you learned over the past 4 lessons changed the ways you approach
decision making? Has it?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Keeping a journal about choices they have made over the course of the week.
Explore the Golden Rule teachings in greater detail. (See Scarboro Missions web site – especially
Golden Rule curriculum)
Assist student to examine their conscience in preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation.
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Appendix A
Catechism and You:
A Guide to Moral Decision Making
Catechism 1749
What is a catechism?
A catechism is a summary of the main ideas in Christian religious teaching. It usually comes in the forms
of questions and answers. It is meant to be used as instructions for Christians.
THE MORALITY OF HUMAN ACTS
We are all responsible for the actions we take. Since God gave us free will, we are responsible for all of
our actions. All human acts are freely chosen and need to be evaluated. There are three steps to every
act we chose
1) The choice we have made (virtue, sin) or the act. Some acts are always good (honesty) and some
are always evil (lying).
2) The end in view or the intention (what we wanted the outcome to be)
3) The circumstances of the action (reason why we did something)
All three make up any decision
1) The choice if reflected outward – this is the choice we see and the immediate consequence
2) The intention can only be found inside the person. If the act was done by choice. For instance,
helping a charity can be a pure act that is inspired by Gods love. But if we do it to brag about it
to our friends, the intent takes away from the good. A good intention (helping a neighbour)
does not make a behavior (lying) good or just.
3) Circumstances can change how good or evil an act is. For instance theft could be dependent on
how much is taken and from whom. For instance if you steal a piece of bread to feed the poor.
A morally good act is one that has a good intention, the goodness of the act and the end result. An evil
action can never be justified by having a good intention.
There are some acts that are good and some that are always morally evil. One may not do evil so that
good may result from it.
Let have a look at some decisions we may make and see if we can classify them as good or evil and why.
1. Mary goes to school and realizes that she forgets to study for her math test. She decides that is
going to copy her neighbour's work because she needs the mark to pass.
2. A local charity is coming to the classroom. Mike walks to the back of the room and grabs a
$20.00 bill from his backpack, making sure that everyone can see as he donates it.
3. Sam is building a project for the science fair. His little sister keeps bothering him so he decides
to yell at her to get away. He feels bad about it, but his science project needs to get done.
4. Your mom gets a new haircut and you think it’s ugly. When she asks you what you think, you say
it looks great. You need your allowance after all
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Possible break down of answers
1) The act is bad (lying). Mary’s intention is to lie to the teacher and the end result is that she will
get a mark she doesn’t deserve. She will not have learned something she may need to know.
2) The act is good (charity). However, the intention (to show off) is bad even though the end it
goes to a good cause. This is an example of how we can do the right thing, but for the wrong
reasons
3) The act is bad (yelling, insulting). The intention to get his work done is good and Sam may have
needed to work away from his sister; however, there are other ways he may have gone about it.
4) The act is bad (lying). The intention is good (not hurting your mom’s feelings); however the end
result is your mom may have to walk around with a bad haircut. Someone else may tell her it is
unattractive.

Can you come up with your own scenario and break it down.
Think about it in 3 steps
1) Is the action a virtue or a sin?
2) What are you hoping to be the final outcome?
3) Are there circumstances that justify the actions?
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Appendix B
Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development
Stages of moral development are supported by parental input. Children must be given a good basis
during their early years.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Infant ‐ Do not have a moral basis but do feel “right” when being fed and nurtured and “wrong”
when needs are not being met.
Toddler – Others share their world and there are rules to abide by as directed by the toddler’s
caregiver.
Pre‐schoolers (3‐7 years) – Family values become apparent. Children begin to understand the
Golden Rule as well as consequences.
Seven to ten year olds – Understand that rules are necessary and what is most beneficial for
them. They learn to negotiate.
Pre‐teen – Teen – Live with peer pressure but have the ability to make good moral decisions.
Moral development moves from what is right because it feels right to its right because that is
what we should do.

What to do with this information?
1) Think of an example when you have seen someone follow the golden rule. What did it look like?
2) During recess, bring out a sheet of paper and observe how the kindergarten or early primary
interact with one another. What do you notice about the way they play? Did you see the Golden
Rule be demonstrated?
3) Write a short narrative piece that focuses on the theme of “The Golden Rule”. The story is to be
aimed at a primary audience and must include 1 climax and at least 2 characters. The setting can
be anywhere
Reason for writing – to explain to a younger student The Golden Rule
Audience – Primary aged students
Form – fictional narrative
Topic – The Golden Rule – the best way you think you can get it across to students.
Remember younger students do not have the same life experience as you, so you will need to
make the story relevant to them.
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Appendix C
Heinz Dilemma
Heinz’s wife was dying from a particular type of cancer. Doctors said a new drug might save her. The
drug had been discovered by a local chemist and the Heinz tried desperately to buy some, but the
chemist was charging ten times the money it cost to make the drug and this was much more than the
Heinz could afford.
Heinz could only raise half the money, even after help from family and friends. He explained to the
chemist that his wife was dying and asked if he could have the drug cheaper or pay the rest of the
money later. The chemist refused saying that he had discovered the drug and was going to make money
from it. The husband was desperate to save his wife, so later that night he broke into the chemist’s and
stole the drug.
Kohlberg asked a series of questions such as:
1. Should Heinz have stolen the drug?
2. Would it change anything if Heinz did not love his wife?
3. What if the person dying was a stranger, would it make any difference?
4. Should the police arrest the chemist for murder if the woman died?

1) What would you have chosen and why? Make sure you take the time to explain why you have
chosen what you would do.
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Appendix C ‐ possible justification of choices:
Stage one (obedience): Heinz should not steal the medicine because he will consequently be put in
prison which will mean he is a bad person.
Or: Heinz should steal the medicine because it is only worth $200 and not how much the druggist
wanted for it; Heinz had even offered to pay for it and was not stealing anything else.
Stage two (self‐interest): Heinz should steal the medicine because he will be much happier if he saves
his wife, even if he will have to serve a prison sentence.
Or: Heinz should not steal the medicine because prison is an awful place, and he would more likely
languish in a jail cell than over his wife's death.
Stage three (conformity): Heinz should steal the medicine because his wife expects it; he wants to be
a good husband.
Or: Heinz should not steal the drug because stealing is bad and he is not a criminal; he has tried to do
everything he can without breaking the law, you cannot blame him.
Stage four (law‐and‐order): Heinz should not steal the medicine because the law prohibits stealing,
making it illegal.
Or: Heinz should steal the drug for his wife but also take the prescribed punishment for the crime as well
as paying the druggist what he is owed. Criminals cannot just run around without regard for the law;
actions have consequences.
Stage five (human rights): Heinz should steal the medicine because everyone has a right to choose
life, regardless of the law.
Or: Heinz should not steal the medicine because the scientist has a right to fair compensation. Even if his
wife is sick, it does not make his actions right.
Stage six (universal human ethics): Heinz should steal the medicine, because saving a human life is a
more fundamental value than the property rights of another person.
Or: Heinz should not steal the medicine, because others may need the medicine just as badly, and their
lives are equally significant.

9
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 2, Lesson 4

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 2
Make Me an Instrument
of Your Peace
Lesson 5

Thankful

CURRICULUM CORPORATION

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 2 Lesson 5
Thankful

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Lesson Overview

Students will recognize that we live in
community and express appreciation and
gratitude to others.
Duration: 80 mins

HOPE EXPECTATIONS, ONTARIO
CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE
EXPECTATIONS & CATHOLIC
SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Gr. 6 ‐ BL1.3: Identify the many ways we
come to know God from the physical
world and the human person (i.e.
creation).

CGE1d ‐develops attitudes and values founded
on Catholic social teaching and acts to
promote social responsibility, human
solidarity and the common good;

Hope Expectations: Junior
Believing ‐ Actively seek to find the face of
God in Scripture, in God’s creation,
particularly in the face of the other.

CGE1i ‐integrates faith with life;
CGE2c ‐presents information and ideas clearly
and honestly and with sensitivity to others;

Living in Solidarity ‐ Develop attitudes and
values founded on Catholic social teaching
and act to promote social responsibility,
human solidarity and the common good;

CGE3b ‐creates, adapts, evaluates new ideas
in light of the common good;
CGE4a ‐demonstrates a confident and positive
sense of self and respect for the dignity and
welfare of others;
CGE5e ‐respects the rights, responsibilities
and contributions of self and others;
CGE7j ‐contributes to the common good
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Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 We live in community with each other. Take the time to think of how we each contribute
to making our immediate environment a better place. This offers the students to think of
someone who has had a positive influence on their lives and write a thank you letter.
Scripture Passages:
Philippians 2:1‐11
It is Jesus’ nature to serve. He was born as a humble human being who lived his life
serving others. We are called to serve others in the likeness of God.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Express thanks to those who have had an impact on their lives

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Inspired

Materials:
Paper
Pens/pencils
Clock
Envelopes
Stamps

*NOTE:
The EOCCC resource Who I Am could
replace this single lesson. Through 5 lessons
for each of the junior grades, students learn
that we all make a difference to the self and
to others because Jesus first made a
difference for us. Download free at
www.eoccc.org

Resources:
Mother Teresa – Ways to Practice Humility
(Appendix A)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

On a Blank Sheet of paper have the students write down the following:

Name someone who has inspired you.
Name someone who has made you feel special.
Name someone who has taught you something worthwhile.
Name someone who you can share a secret with
When is the last time you have thanked any one of these people for being there for you?
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Part 1 (40 mins):
Read the prayer of Mother Teresa (Appendix A) to the class. Focus on some of the small things
we do to make the world a better place.
On a blank sheet of paper have the student write their name at the top of the page and the date.
On 1 minute intervals have the students pass the sheets in an orderly fashion (clock wise) around
the room. It should be that every student gets to handle the sheet at least once. During that
minute the students are too write one nice thought or deed they have seen that student do at
the top of the page.
At the end the student should get a list of things they have done and compliments.
Tell the students, “Now the most difficult part: Write one nice thing about yourself.”
The students should keep the compliments sheets for the next lesson.
Part 2 (40 mins)
Have the students reflect back upon the compliments sheets. The students are now to think of
an individual in their life who has had a great impact on them. Through the actions of these
people we come to know the love of god. Each student is going to write a thank you letter to
one person.
Go through the success criteria: (features of a letter, greeting, date, etc…)
Have the students brainstorm their ideas and talk about people and examples of whom they
might write too.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Letter Writing – The students write the letter. The letters can be put into envelopes and mailed
or delivered to the person.
Pray for each person.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Writing a letter to God
Writing a letter to a local hero or person who inspired them
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Appendix A –

Mother Teresa
“These are the few ways we can practice humility:
To speak as little as possible of one's self.
To mind one's own business.
Not to want to manage other people's affairs.
To avoid curiosity.
To accept contradictions and correction cheerfully.
To pass over the mistakes of others.
To accept insults and injuries.
To accept being slighted, forgotten and disliked.
To be kind and gentle even under provocation.
Never to stand on one's dignity.
To choose always the hardest.”
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Unit 2 Lesson 6
Halloween
Lesson Overview
Students will learn about the Christian origins
of Halloween. They will create a candle to
place in their window as a sign that we are
called to be ‘light for the world.’
Duration: 80 minutes

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
CL2 (Gr. 4) Understand that the celebration
of the Eucharist allows us to receive gifts
from God (grace) to transform our lives
(fruits)
CL1 (Gr. 5) Focus: Sacrament of the Sick
Understand that the sacraments can heal
relationships and restore us to life through
the actions of the Holy Spirit and the
ministry of the priest.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE 2e Uses and integrates the Catholic faith
tradition, in the critical analysis of the arts,
media, technology, and information systems
to enhance the quality of life.
CGE4g Examines and reflects on one’s
personal values, abilities, and aspirations
influencing life’s choice sand opportunities.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Liturgical Year of the Church celebrates God’s plan of salvation revealed in the Life,
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus (i.e. Pascal Mystery).
 The Sacraments of Healing (Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick) through the work of
the Holy Spirit provide the Grace of God’s mercy and forgiveness and spiritually
strengthens our faith in times of sickness reuniting us with God and others when we have
sinned.
 The celebration of the Eucharist is a communion, a Breaking of Bread, a sacred meal in
which we are nourished and become the presence of Christ in our world.
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Scripture Passages:
John 8:12
2 Corinthians 4:6
Matthew 5:14‐16
John 1:5

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Appreciate and reflect upon the image of the Good Shepherd leading us from darkness
into light.
 Reflect on the saving story of our Christian faith and how we are to respond to God’s
gift of salvation.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
 Chart paper
 Sticky notes
 Blind fold
 Library or internet sources for research
 Materials to create posters
 Art Project Materials: a small glass jar per
student, glue, water, paintbrushes, tissue
paper, battery operated votive candles.

All Hallows Eve
Litany

Internet Music Video Resources:
 Litany of the Saints (Matt Maher)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWt5
y301BSY
 Litany of the Saints (Michelle Sherliza, OP –
music by Veronica Morrissey)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY5
Mg7wKoHs
 O When the Saints Go Marching In (sing‐
along version)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opyY
ud1uuic
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Resources:
 Scripture Passages for Prayer (Appendix A)
Background information on Halloween
(Appendix B)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Option 1: Darkness and Light
Prepare chart paper in advance with headings Light and Dark
Put chart paper up on wall. Give sticky notes to students and ask them to write down what light
means and what dark means. Have them put the sticky notes up on appropriate chart paper.
Discuss the terms students have used to describe light and dark.
When do we feel this dark? When do we feel the light?
Option 2: Tag
Blindfold 2 students and have the others move around them while the blindfolded students try
to tag the other students. Remove blindfolds and play tag again.
Discussion: which tag game was easier? Why?
Being “in the light” makes it easier to tag someone ‐ to see someone for who they are.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opprtunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Ask students what the word ‘eve’ means, as in Christmas Eve. Explain that eve is an abbreviation
of evening.
Teacher voice:
The name Halloween comes from the Old English words “All Hallows Evening.” Hallow
means holy (as in the Our Father – hallowed by thy name) so All Hallows was another
term for All Saints. All Hallows Eve (Halloween) is the evening before All Saints Day.
On All Saints Day we celebrate the saints who lived by the light of Christ. That light
overcomes all darkness (see John 1:5). Many of our Halloween traditions involved light,
or the idea that all evil spirits would run from the light.
Have the class brainstorm a list of Halloween symbols or customs (e.g., ghost, carved pumpkin,
skeleton).
Using resources in the school library or on the internet, students will research their origins.
Prepare the results as colourful posters to display for others in the school.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Many Catholics celebrate The Night of Light on October 31, the vigil of All Saints Day. They place
a light in their window as a sign to passers‐by that they are followers of Jesus Christ. Like the
saints, each of us is called to be ‘light of the world’ for others today.
Art Project
Materials: a glass jar, glue, water, paintbrushes, tissue paper, battery operated votive candles.
Mix the water and glue until it looks milky. Tear the tissue paper into small pieces. Have the
students paint their jars with the milky glue mixture. Place pieces of tissue paper on the jar
(touching each other) and paint glue mixture over top of the tissue paper. Allow to dry.
Place a votive candle in the jar once it has dried.
Prayer
Have students gather with their candles in 4 groups. Assign each group one of the scripture
passages (See Appendix A). Turn off classroom lights to begin in darkness. Sing the Litany of the
Saints (see video links in Resources). Each group, in turn, will light their candles and read their
scripture passage together. By the end all candles will be lit and the room will be filled with light.
Sing “O When the Saints Go Marching In.”

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Research Halloween customs in other countries.
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John 8:12
"When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

2 Corinthians 4:6
"For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ."

Matthew 5:14‐16
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven."

John 1:5
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”
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Appendix B –

HALLOWEEN, ALL SAINTS DAY AND ALL SOULS DAY
From the early centuries of Christianity, November 1 and 2 have been observed as days to
remember the dead. This remembrance most likely originated in Celtic lands where this time of
year marks the beginning of death in nature. By the 5th century CE in Rome, there was a festival
for all the saints celebrated in the Pantheon, a Roman temple dedicated to all the gods.
Eventually November 1 was marked as a day to remind the Christian faithful that they are in
communion with all who have gone before them especially those who have lived holy lives but
who are not canonized as saints. From this, November 2 became a day more focused on all the
dead, hence called All Souls Day.
All over Europe and in South America these two days are celebrated with visits to the
cemeteries and by special commemorations in church to remember the dead. All Saints Day is
marked by the Catholic Church as a special feast day. In many churches, it is customary to have
a "book of remembrance" in which people write the names of their loved ones to be prayed for
especially all during November.
Halloween (All Hallows Eve, the night before All Saints Day) is a North American popular spin‐
off from these ancient days of prayer. With the focus on the deceased, the notions of "witches
and goblins" came to be a part of this secular custom. an even better lantern, and so this
"American" tradition came to be.
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Unit 2 Lesson 7
Becoming a Saint
Lesson Overview

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Students will learn the steps to being
recognized as a saint in the Church and will
learn about some Canadian saints – St.
Brother Andre Bessette, St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys, St. Marguerite D’Youville, St.
Kateri Tekakwitha
Duration: 80 mins

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

It is our hope that students will be individuals
who:

Reflect on the saving story of our Christian
faith and how we are to respond to God’s
gift of salvation;

Recognize the contributions of various
Canadian Saints and the steps to becoming a
Saint

Cherish and participate in the sacramental
life of the Church as the gift of God’s
presence in our lives to nourish, restore,
guide and form us as children of God;

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1f ‐seeks intimacy with God and
celebrates communion with God, others and
creation
through prayer and worship;

Participate as an active member in the
prayer life of the Communion of Saints to
help those saints among us and those who
have gone before us and who are in need of
our prayers;

CGE2b ‐reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively;

Literacy Connections:
1.1 read a variety of texts
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Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The students will be able to identify the steps to canonization and some Canadian Saints.
Scripture Passages:
Romans 1:7
To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Name at least 1 Canadian Saint and identify the steps to become a Saint
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Communion of Saints
Servant of God
Venerable
Blessed
Canonization
Martyr
Cannonization

Materials:
 Pens/pencils
 Lined paper
 Photocopies of appendix
Internet Resources:
 YouTube video “How to Become a Saint”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrWU1dqFUKg
A great video that discusses the process to become
a Saint. (3 minutes)
Resources:
 Saints information sheet (See Appendix A)
 Biographies of Canadian Saints (See Appendix B,
pages 1 to 4)
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask the students to name as many Saints they can:
St. Augustine, St. Paul, St. Michael – think of the names of our schools.
Have the students brainstorms ways they think that a person can become a Saint.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Part 1: How to become a Saint (40 minutes)
View the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrWU1dqFUKg
Distribute or project Appendix A. After you and the students have done a guided reading through
the information sheet, have each student select a saint who has gone through the process and
research to identify how they met each step.
*Differentiated instruction – Some students may use assistive technology and/or work in pairs.
Teacher may provide names of saints for some students.
Part 2: Canadian Saints (40 minutes)
Canada has a variety of Saints. Some of the more well‐known are St. (Brother) Andre Bessette, St.
Marguerite D’Youville, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, and St. Kateri Tekakwitha. Brief biographies of
these Canadian Saints can be found in the appendices.
Introduce the four Saints by name. Divide the class into four groups to explore the life and works
of these Saints. Invite each group to draw one or more symbols to represent that saint.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Have the students present what they have learned to the class.
What symbols did they choose to represent each Saint? Why?
If they could take three things away from each Saint, what would those three things be?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Researching the religious orders associated with these saints; the Ursuline Sisters, the
Congregation of Notre Dame, the Congregation of Holy Cross, the Jesuits.
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Appendix A –
Saints
It is important to note that the Catholic Church does not create saints. A saint is a man or women who
has lived their life according to God’s will and became saints when they entered heaven. When a person
is made a saint, it is the Church’s way to acknowledge that the individual has entered into heaven.
Individuals who are identified can become a saint in 4 steps.
The first Step – is the person needs to be dead for at least 5 years. There are exceptions, the Pope may
wave the 5 year wait like he did with John Paul II. When a person is being thought about for sainthood, a
Bishop is placed in charge of a group who will examine the individual’s life. If the Bishop rules that the
person is a good candidate. The Vatican (where the head of the Catholic Church is located) will grant a
“Nihil Obstat”, it is a Latin word that means “nothing hinders”. At this point the person is considered a
“Servant of God”
Step Two: The Vatican appoints a person to be a Postulator. The Postulator job is to give reasons why
the candidate is a good choice to be a Saint. They will look over the candidates life and point to specific
examples where the person demonstrated virtues worthy of sainthood. They use things like journals,
oral history and other documents to support the candidates case. The evidence is presented at the
Congregation For the Causes of Saints in Rome. If a candidate is approved, then he/she earns the title of
“Venerable”.
Step Three: Time for a miracle. In order to be considered “Blessed”, the candidate needs to have one
miracle attributed to them. It is not the person doing the miracle, but God granting the miracle after the
Saint prays for intercession.
Fourth Step: In order to be Canonized as a saint, a second miracle must happen after the person is
“Blessed” A miracle is not required for a martyr to become “Blessed” but is before they become a Saint.
A martyr is a person who has died for their faith. Once the second miracle has been made, the Pope can
declare the candidate a “Saint”
What is the Communion of Saint?
The Communion of Saints is what brings all Catholic together. Chances are that you probably have
heard the Communion of Saints referred to during mass. The communion of saints is the union of all the
Christian church, the living and the dead, those on earth and in heaven. We come together as one
“mythical body”, where Christ is the heads, and we are all responsible to share and bring the good news
to all.

Belief in the communion of saints is affirmed in the Apostles' Creed.
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Biography of Canadian Saints

Brother Andre – Feast Day January 7
Brother Andre was known as the “Miracle Man of Montreal.” He was born in 1845 and named
Alfred Bissette. When he entered the Congregation of Holy Cross he took the name Andre, in memory
of the priest who had introduced him to the idea of religious life.
Brother Andre was originally assigned to be a door keeper at College Notre‐Dame and took care
of a prayer house on Mount Royal (Montreal). He welcomed thousands of visitors who were looking for
help during their difficult times. Brother Andre is widely liked because he is considered a simple man.
Brother Andre would listen to the needs of the people and would recommend that they prayer to St.
Joseph. Miracles began to appear as people turned their faith towards God. He would not accept credit
and always said that the miracles where the work of St. Joseph.
Brother Andre died in 1937 and is credited with assisting in the healings of thousands. Brother
Andre is buried in the Church of the Crypt at the Oratory at the bottom of Mount Royal.
Even though Brother Andre did not benefit from higher education, he had a firm understanding
of what is essential in the Catholic faith. Pope Benedict said “he showed boundless charity and did
everything possible to soothe the despair of those who confided in him”.
He was declared "venerable" by Pope Paul VI in 1978 and beatified — declared "blessed" — by
Pope John Paul II in 1982 after a case of healing in 1958 was recognized officially by the Vatican as a
miracle. He was canonized on October 17, 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI.
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Biography of Canadian Saints

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys – Feast Day January 12
Marguerite was born in Troyes, France, in 1620 and was the sixth of twelve children. Her parents were
devout people and lived holy lives. When Marguerite was nineteen, her mother died. Marguerite took
care of her younger brothers and sisters. Then her father died when she was twenty‐seven.
The family was now raised and Marguerite prayed to know what to do with her life. The governor of
Montreal, Canada, was visiting France. He tried to find teachers for the New World and he invited
Marguerite to come to Montreal to teach school and religion classes. She said yes.
Marguerite gave away her all her money and belongings to other members of the family. They couldn't
believe that she would really leave their civilized country to go to a wild new country across the ocean.
But she did.
She sailed on June 20, 1653, and arrived in Canada in mid‐November. Marguerite began the
construction of a chapel in honor Our Lady of Good Help in 1657. Then in 1658, she opened her first
school.
Marguerite needed the help of more teachers. She returned to France in 1659 and returned with four
companions. In 1670, she went to France again and brought back six companions. These brave women
became the first sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame.
St. Marguerite and her sisters helped people in the colony survive when food was scarce. They opened a
vocational school and taught young people how to run a home and farm.
St. Marguerite's congregation was growing. By 1681 there were eighteen sisters. Seven were Canadian.
They opened more missions and two sisters taught at the Indian mission. St. Marguerite herself received
the first two Indian women into the congregation.
When Mother Marguerite was seventy three years old, she handed over her congregation to the new
superior Marie Barbier, who the first Canadian to join the order. St. Marguerite's religious rule was
approved by the Church in 1698.
Marguerite spent her last few years praying and writing an autobiography. On December 31, 1699, a
young sister lay dying. Mother Marguerite asked the Lord to take her life in exchange.
By the morning of January 1, 1700, the sister was completely well and Mother Marguerite had a very
high fever. She suffered for twelve days and died on January 12, 1700.
Marguerite was canonized by the Catholic Church as the first female saint of Canada; the process began
nearly 100 years before in 1878, when Pope Leo XIII gave her the title of "venerable" via papal decree. In
November 1950, Pope Pius XII beatified her, giving her the title "Blessed Marguerite Bourgeoys." On
April 2, 1982, Pope John Paul II issued the Decree of Miracle for a cure attributed to her intercession; on
31 October that year, she was canonized as Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys.
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Biography of Canadian Saints

St. Marguerite d’Youville – Feast Day October 16
St. Marguerite d’Youville is the first Canadian to be made a Saint. She was born on October 15th, 1701 in
Quebec. Her father died when she was 7 and the family grew up in poverty. Luckily, she was able to
study for two years with the Ursulines in Quebec. When she returned home she helped with the
education of her brothers and sisters.
She married François d'Youville in 1722. She was pregnant with her sixth child when François became
seriously ill. She faithfully cared for him until his death in 1730. At the age of 29, she had already
suffered the loss of her father and husband. Four of her six children died in infancy.
Her suffering brought her closer to God. She felt that God loved all persons and could be trusted in. She
educated her two sons, who would later become priests. She had a great concern and compassion for
the poor. She and three others would become the founders of the Sisters of Charity of Montreal, "Grey
Nuns".
Marguerite always fought for the rights of the poor and broke with the social conventions of her day. It
was a daring move that made her the object of ridicule and taunts by her own relatives and neighbors.
She persevered in caring for the poor despite many obstacles. She was in weakened health and
mourning the death of one of her companions when a fire destroyed their home. This only served to
deepen her commitment to the poor. On February 2, 1745, she and her two early companions pledged
themselves to put everything in common in order to help a greater number of persons in need. Two
years later, this "mother of the poor" as she was called, was asked to become director of the Charon
Brothers Hospital in Montreal which was falling into ruin. She and her sisters rebuilt the hospital and
cared for those in most desperate human misery. With the help of her sisters and their lay collaborators,
Marguerite laid the foundation for service to the poor of a thousand faces.
In 1765 a fire destroyed the hospital but nothing could destroy Marguerite's faith and courage. She
asked her sisters and the poor who lived at the hospital, to recognize the hand of God in this disaster
and to offer him praise. At the age of 64 she undertook the reconstruction of this shelter for those in
need. Totally exhausted from a lifetime of self‐giving, Marguerite died on December 23, 1771 and will
always be remembered as a loving mother who served Jesus Christ in the poor.
Pope John XXIII beatified Marguerite on May 3, 1959 and called her "Mother of Universal Charity" ‐ a
well‐merited title for one who continues to this day to reach out to all with love and compassion.
Marguerite d'Youville can sympathize with the unfortunate and painful situation of so many orphans,
with adolescents worried about the future, with disillusioned girls who live without hope, with married
woman suffering from unrequited love and with single parents. But most especially, Marguerite is a
kindred spirit with all who have given their lives to helping others. The power of Marguerite's
intercession before God was clearly evidenced when a young woman stricken with acute myelobastic
leukemia in 1978 was miraculously cured. This great favor opened for Marguerite the door to the official
proclamation of sainthood.
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_19901209_youville_en.html
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Biography of Canadian Saints

St. Kateri Tekakwitha – Feast Day July 14
Known as the “Lily of the Mohawks”, Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656 in Ossernenon (today
Auriesville, New York) to a Catholic Algonquin mother and a Mohawk Chief. When she was four years
old, her parents and brother died of smallpox. Kateri was also affected by the disease, which left her
almost blind and badly scarred her face. She was taken in by her aunts and uncle, who was strongly
opposed to Christianity.
When she was 10 years old, her village moved to Caughnawaga (today Fonda, New York). In 1667, her
village was visited by the Jesuit missionaries. From them, she received her first knowledge of
Christianity. Despite his misgivings, her uncle allowed her to be baptized as long as she remained in the
village. Following her Baptism, Kateri lived a pious and faith‐filled life, spending hours in prayer and
fashioning crosses out of twigs. She also refused to marry, believing that she was married to God and
that no man could take God’s place in her heart. Her beliefs were met with ridicule, hostility and
threats. Thus, two years after her Baptism, she fled to St. Francis Xavier Mission, a Christian Mohawk
village in Kahnawake, Quebec.
There, she received her first Communion on Christmas Day 1677. She also made a vow of perpetual
virginity on the Feast of the Annunciation in 1679. In Kahnawake, Kateri was known for her faith and
holiness. She taught prayers to children, cared for the elderly and the sick, and would often attend mass
at sunrise and sunset.
Kateri’s health deteriorated in the last years of her life. She died of tuberculosis on April 17, 1680,
shortly before her 24th birthday, and was buried at St. Francis Xavier Mission. Her final words were:
“Jesos Konoronkwa” (“Jesus, I love you”). Witnesses report that within minutes of her death, the
smallpox scars vanished from her face, which then radiated with beauty.
It is believed that since Kateri's death many miracles have been performed through her intercession,
with the sick being cured and many prayers being answered. Kateri was declared Venerable by Pope
Pius XII on January 3, 1943, and beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1980. On December 19, 2011, Pope
Benedict XVI signed a decree officially acknowledging another miracle attributed to her intervention.
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October 21, 2012, in Rome. She became
“the first native North American to be raised to the glory of the altars”.
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Unit 2 Lesson 8
All Saints Day

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Lesson Overview

A brief description of All Saints Day and a
biographical project on a Saint.
(2 or more class periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Gr. 4 ‐ LC2.4 Examine the lives of the saints
and explain how they are examples of hope
that inspire us to live a holy life.

CGE1h Respects the faith traditions, world
religions and the life‐journeys of all people of
good will.
CGE5d Finds meaning, dignity, fulfilment and
vocation in work which contributes to the
common good.

Gr. 5‐ LC2.1 Articulate how intercession to
the saints draws the whole Church more
firmly into the path of holiness (i.e. prayer
and drawing upon the example of their
lives of faith and service)

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Gr. 5 ‐ CL3 Understand that the Liturgical
year celebrates both the mysteries of
Christ’s life and memorial celebrations for
the saints who are examples to us of Christ.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities

Gr. 6 ‐ ML2 Demonstrate an understanding
of the importance of the formation of our
conscience and describe the various ways
in which this has been undertaken in the
lives of holy men and women through the
Tradition (i.e. teachers, saints, and
martyrs).

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea: The Saints have provided a framework for us to live our lives and exemplify how close
we can come to God. Each student will research the life of a saint about whom they wish to
discover further.
Through intercessory prayers and by their example, the saints lead us to a life of holiness.
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Scripture Passages:
 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Share Jesus’ message of hope and salvation as presented through the lives of Saints.
 Find inspiration in the lives of the saints, and use these stories to make their own lives
more meaningful and help to spread the word of God.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
All Saint’s Day
Patron
Relics
Special Note:
One thing that separates Catholics from
Protestants is the devotion to the Saints.
Saints are men and women who followed
the way of Jesus and lived exemplary
lives. We as Catholics believe in life after
death and that we can still interact with
people who have gone before us through
prayer just as we can ask our family to
pray for us. If we have lived good lives we
will share in the Resurrection of Christ
when we die.

Materials:
Chart paper
Markers
Text Resources:
 Teaching Language with the Saints (Les
Macfarlane, Novalis 2015)


Clothed in the Word of God: Canadian Saints,
Blesseds, and Venerables (Remi Bourdon,
Novalis 2013)

Internet Resources:
 All Saints and All Souls (Catholic Education
Resource Center
http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/cultur
e/catholic‐contributions/all‐saints‐and‐all‐
souls.html

Patron Saints: Early churches were built
over the burial sites of martyrs who
became the patron saint of that parish.
The martyr was then called upon to
intercede with God on our behalf. Later
churches were named for saints who had
some connection to the local church or



Saints by name and by date – both printed
information and sound file
www.americancatholic.org



Saints Stories for Kids ‐ Loyola Press
http://www.loyolapress.com/saints‐stories‐
for‐kids.htm
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relics of that saint were held or buried at
that church.

Videos:
 You Don’t Know Jack About the Saints
(Busted Halo)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1‐
eZjWeRUnw

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Watch the video “You Don’t Know Jack About the Saints” (see resources)
Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4. Have the students brainstorm words that come to mind
when they hear the word “Saint”.
Lead a classroom discussion on some of the commonalities that you find in the writing. If your
class had to describe a “Saint” in one word, what would it be?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Definition of a saint:
‐ A person who has lived a good and holy life
‐ a person who is officially recognized by the Christian church as being very holy because
of the way he or she lived (Note: the Church doesn’t create saints; canonization simply
recognizes those who lived holy lives, are certainly in heaven, and are worthy of honour.)
‐ a person who is very good, kind, or patient
What is All Saints Day?
It is a day to celebrate the lives of all the Saints who have made it into heaven. In many Catholic
countries it is a holiday. It is a day when there is believed to be a prayerful spiritual bond
between those in heaven and the living.
Tell the students that they will be doing a biography on the Saint of their choice:
1) 40 mins (introduction to Saints + choice of Saints) laptops should be available
2) Gather research in class
3) Put it together on planning sheet (appendix A)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

The students share their Saint biographies with the class.
Include prayers written by the Saints in your daily prayers this week.
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CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Turning the students’ research into an essay, Facebook page, movie preview, etc. (See Teaching
Language with the Saints (Les MacFarlane, Novalis 2015)
Hold a Saint Fair – Each student creates a display about a chosen saint and may even dress as
that saint.
Explore icons of Saints. (See www.trinitystores.com )
Additional references and activities can be found at The Catholic Toolbox ‐
http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.ca/2009/08/all‐saints‐dayfeastsaints.html
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Appendix A
Student Name:
Name of the Saint:
Reason I choose my Saint:
When and Where my Saint
Lived

Early Life of Saint: (3 things)

Mid/Late Life: (3 things)

Symbols of my Saint

A personal Drawing of my Saint

Birth

Death

Year he/she become a Saint:

Place of birth:
Place(s) lived:

Special things my Saint did

Rough draft – use a large sheet
of paper to make it. Remember
to include personal symbols in
the drawing to enhance
meaning

What brought my Saint close to
God:

Is this Saint a Patron Saint? Of
what?

What I like about this Saint:
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Unit 2 Lesson 9
All Souls’ Day

Make Me An
Instrument of Your Peace

Lesson Overview
Students will learn about the Communion of
Saints, why we observe All Souls’ Day and
ways that we can celebrate within our school
or classroom.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
BL2.2 (Gr. 4) Summarize what the Church
teaches about the three states of life that
exist after death: Heaven, Purgatory and
Hell.

CGE 1j Recognizes that “sin, human weakness,
conflict and forgiveness are part of the human
journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign
of forgiveness is at the heart of redemption.
CGE 6d Values and nurtures opportunities for
family prayer.

BL2.3 (Gr. 4) Connect the Church’s belief in
the resurrection of the Body and life
everlasting to belief in the Communion of
Saints and the practice of praying to and for
those who have died.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Communion of Saints includes three groups: those in heaven, those in purgatory, and
those on earth who are trying to follow Christ.
 Those in purgatory need our prayers.
Scripture Passages:
Wisdom 3:1‐9
2 Maccabees 12:42‐46

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



The three groups in the Communion of Saints
Understand that our prayers and offering of Mass will help the souls in Purgatory to
achieve eternal life.
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
NOTE:
All Soul’s Day is also known as
 What is the Communion of Saints? (Appendix A)
Commemoration of all the Faithful
 Communion of Saints worksheet (Appendix B)
Departed. Roman Catholics celebrate
 Drawing materials, scissors, glue
Mass or visit cemeteries in
 Prayers for the Dead (Appendix C)
remembrance of those who have
gone before us and are believed to
Internet Resources:
be in Purgatory. The prayers are our
 All Saints and All Souls (from Catholic Education
way of releasing these souls in
Resource Center)
purgatory and allowing them to go to
http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/cat
heaven. Catholics believe in life after
holic‐contributions/all‐saints‐and‐all‐souls.html
death and that we can still interact
 All Souls Day (from Catholic Online)
with people who have gone before us
http://www.catholic.org/saints/allsouls/
through prayer just as we can ask our
family to pray for us.
Video Resources:
Candles are lit to dispel the darkness
 Bolt, Owens, & Bailey
in purgatory. Candles are also a sign
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxZLXuIyRuc.
of our constant prayers.
 Reflections on All Souls Day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVOMdgGUl
1Y

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Watch the video Bolt, Owens, & Bailey https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxZLXuIyRuc.
Teacher voice:
Each of these runners practised hard to reach their goal, but they did not do it alone. Can you
think of some of the people who helped them to become champions? What did they do to
support them? (Students may suggest coaches, parents, teammates, friends, trainers, doctors,
and God)
Teacher Voice:
As Catholics, our goal in life is to be united with God forever in heaven. Although we don’t know
when this is going to be, we need to be preparing for it by loving and helping others. But we
don’t do this alone. We have the help of God the Father who created and loves us, of Jesus who
died for us, and of the Holy Spirit who is always with us. And we have the help of the saints who
are praying for us. Let’s find out more about saints.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute or project the information sheet “What is the Communion of Saints?”
Read through the information together, answering any questions students may have.
Purgatory is a difficult concept for students. The name means ‘a place of cleansing’ and comes
from the same root as the word purify. The souls in purgatory are good people who are not quite
ready to be with God. A simplified comparison can be made to getting ready for a party or a
wedding. We shower or bathe so that we are clean and can present our best selves at this special
event. Some people take longer to prepare than others but eventually we all look our best.
Purgatory is an opportunity to cleanse our souls. The souls in purgatory are good people but they
still have to make up for some of their sins and be purified before they can be with God in heaven.
When we commit sins and are sorry, God forgives us, but we still need to make up for the damage
caused by those sins. If we do not do that while we are on earth, we will have to make up for
them in purgatory. Some souls will require a longer time in purgatory than others. We pray for
all those who have died, that they might soon be with God in heaven.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Give each student a copy of the Communion of Saints worksheet (Appendix B). Have them draw
or glue pictures of canonized saints in the upper section, and pictures of themselves, their family
and friends, teachers, pastors, etc. in the bottom section. In the middle section they can draw or
write the names of people they know who have died, for whom they will pray.
(This can be reproduced on larger paper if desired.)
Pray for the dead. (See Appendix C)
Invite students to bring in pictures of members of their families or friends who have passed
away. Students can show their picture and talk about their relationship with their deceased
person.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. In small groups students can create a Book of Remembrance. Students create a blank
page for each class in the school. Each class is invited to write the names of their
deceased friends and family members on their page. A cover can be designed and the
book can be bound when class pages are collected.
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2. Watch the video Reflections on All Souls Day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVOMdgGUl1Y
3. Visit a local cemetery where students could look for relatives or friends. Do a cemetery
search to find interesting headstones, sayings on the stones, the oldest gravestone, etc.
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Appendix A –
What is the Communion of Saints?
 All Saints day is a day is when we celebrate ALL the saints in Heaven. It's a day to pray to the saints

and ask them to intercede for us. This includes ALL the saints, even the ones that we don't realize
are saints. Even though they are not canonized, they are still saints. So we celebrate them all and
ask for their intercession.
 All Souls day is a day we focus on prayer for those who have died and are suffering in Purgatory.

These souls need our prayers to help them to get into Heaven. This is a special day dedicated to
prayer for these needy souls.
There are three groups in the Communion of Saints:
The first group includes all the saints in heaven. This group is the part we almost always think about when
someone mentions the Communion of saints. We call this group the Church Triumphant. So what does
triumphant mean? Normally, when we say someone is triumphant we mean that they won or succeeded in
what they were trying to do. For example, a runner is triumphant when he wins a race.
The second group in the Communion of saints is the Church Suffering. This group is made up of the poor
Souls in Purgatory. These are people who have died but are not yet holy enough to enter into Heaven. They
need our prayers to help them become pure enough to enter Heaven. They cannot enter into Heaven
without our prayers, so always be sure to remember the Souls in Purgatory when you pray.

Now the third group is one we all know well, but often times don't think of as "saints". The third group is
called the Church Militant and it's made up of living people here on Earth who strive to follow God's will. This
group can include the Pope, bishops, priests, and anyone who is living their lives the way the church teaches.
All of us can belong to this group, but we must do as the saints in Heaven have shown us: we must live for
God and try to do God’s will in all things.
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THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS
CHURCH TRIUMPHANT (in Heaven)

CHURCH SUFFERING (in Purgatory)

CHURCH MILITANT (on Earth)
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Appendix C

Prayers for the Dead
God our Father,
Your power brings us to birth,
Your providence guides our lives,
and by Your command we return to dust.
Lord, those who die still live in Your presence,
their lives change but do not end.
I pray in hope for my family,
relatives and friends,
and for all the dead known to You alone.
In company with Christ,
Who died and now lives,
may they rejoice in Your kingdom,
where all our tears are wiped away.
Unite us together again in one family,
to sing Your praise forever and ever.
Amen.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
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Unit 3 Lesson 1
The Word Made Flesh:
An Introduction to Advent

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will review what Advent is, why
Advent is celebrated, will be introduced to
Biblical figures who prepared for God and to
Advent prayer.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
PR2.3: Develop and present using different
forms of prayer and some of the common
prayers and devotions of the Church,
liturgical celebrations that reveal the
Mystery of Christ as it unfolds in the
seasons of the liturgical year (e.g. Mary –
rosary, Sacred Heart, etc.). [CCC nos. 2617‐
2619; 2673‐2679]

CGE1a: illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith;
CGE1f: seeks intimacy with God and
celebrates Communion with God, others and
creation through prayer and worship;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 5:
PR2.1: Identify and use various means to
enter into and experience vocal prayer (i.e.
personal and communal, music, rosary,
stations of the cross, novena, litanies),
meditative prayer using various biblical
passages (e.g. the Beatitudes, Jesus’ prayer
of petition while on the cross – Father
forgive them..., Jesus prays in the Garden
of Gethsemane) and contemplative prayer
(i.e. silence, images, icons, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament). [CCC nos. 2697‐2724]
Grade 6:
LS1.1: Identify and compare the call stories
in Scripture which reflect conversion and
fidelity to God as the foundation of our
vocation and which can transform the lives
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of others (e.g. Moses 3:7‐10; Jeremiah 1:1‐
10; John 1:35‐42; Mary ‐ Luke 1:26‐38).
[CCC nos. 1262‐1284]
Arts – Oral Communication:
1. listen in order to understand and
respond appropriately in a variety of
situations for a variety of purposes;

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Prayer is structured and spontaneous, individual and communal, and is enriched by a variety of
elements that deepen the experience of prayer (silence, symbols, gospel reading, reflection,
images, music, etc.).
 What is Advent?
 How can we reflect on God’s Word during Advent?
Scripture Passages:
 Luke 1:13, 26‐40; Isaiah 40:3‐5

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Describe Advent and recognize a form of Advent prayer.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations. Examples for this lesson:





I can tell others what Advent is.
I know the reason that Advent is celebrated because…
I can talk about certain people who prepared for the coming of Jesus and how they
relate to his story.
I can participate in the Advent prayer service by saying the responses to the best of my
ability.

Teachers can use these criteria for assessment by examining the responses that students share
throughout this introductory lesson. Since this is just the beginning of the Advent unit, the
assessment that takes place in this lesson should be diagnostic, with the hope that students are
activating prior knowledge to share their thoughts. The success criteria above can be assessed
through formative and summative evaluations in subsequent activities in this unit.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Internet Resources:
Advent – Latin for “coming”; The start of the Video ‐ Advent: Waiting for Jesus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AySe5pZnwig
liturgical year, beginning four Sundays
before Christmas Day. Advent is a time of
expectant waiting and preparation for
Resources:
Christmas, but also for the second coming
Appendix A: Scripture Hunt (Loyola Press handout)
of Christ.
Appendix B: Advent Prayer Service (Loyola Press)
Appendix C: Advent Daily Readings
Terminology:

NOTE: The prayer service must be adapted each
day by inserting the appropriate daily reading (see
Appendix C).

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Discuss with the students their experiences of waiting for an important day such as their
birthdays or the start of a vacation.
1) Do you do anything special while waiting for your birthday or the start of a vacation? (Sample
student responses: birthday—giving hints about presents you might like; vacation—reading
about places to visit.) Teacher prompt: We also prepare for visitors. We don’t just sit and wait for
our visitors to come—we prepare for them.
2) How do you and your family prepare when you expect visitors? (Sample student responses:
tidy the house, plan and go shopping for meals.) Teacher prompt: During the four weeks of
Advent, the Church invites us to prepare to welcome Jesus at Christmas. We wait for him as
people of long ago did because he is our loving Savior. We celebrate his birthday by welcoming
him into our hearts. When Christ lives in our hearts, we are filled with grace. His grace helps us
share more deeply in his own life so that we become more like him.
View the YouTube video: Advent: Waiting for Jesus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AySe5pZnwig

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Scripture Hunt: This activity will help students become familiar with the people who prepared in
a special way for the coming of Christ. Students will read the scripture passage and identify the
individual (See Appendix A).
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Prayer Service: The teacher will introduce students to this form of Advent prayer (See Appendix
B). The teacher will select students to lead the prayer service that will take place at the beginning
of each lesson. The format will remain the same, however the readings of the day will change
(See Appendix C).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
The teacher may choose to have the students act out the Annunciation (Luke 1:26‐38)

4
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 3, Lesson 1

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

CURRICULUM CORPORATION

Appendix A –
Name:
Advent Scripture Hunt
(Adapted from Loyola Press)
The following Scripture hunt will help you get to know the people who prepared in a special way for the
coming of Christ. Read the scripture passages found in the Gospel of Luke to find out the identity of
each person. Write the name of the person in the answer box.
WHO AM I?

READ

The father of John the Baptist

Luke 1:13

The angel who told Mary she was to be the mother of Jesus

Luke 1:26

A famous ancestor of Jesus; a king

Luke 1:27

Went to visit Elizabeth to help her

Luke 1:39–40

Husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus

Luke 1:27

The wife of Joseph and mother of Jesus, the Son of God

Luke 1:26–27

ANSWER

Name:
Advent Scripture Hunt
(Adapted from Loyola Press)
The following Scripture hunt will help you get to know the people who prepared in a special way for the
coming of Christ. Read the scripture passages found in the Gospel of Luke to find out the identity of
each person. Write the name of the person in the answer box.
WHO AM I?

READ

The father of John the Baptist

Luke 1:13

The angel who told Mary she was to be the mother of Jesus

Luke 1:26

A famous ancestor of Jesus; a king

Luke 1:27

Went to visit Elizabeth to help her

Luke 1:39–40

Husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus

Luke 1:27

The wife of Joseph and mother of Jesus, the Son of God

Luke 1:26–27

ANSWER
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Name:

ANSWER KEY
Advent Scripture Hunt
(Adapted from Loyola Press)

The following Scripture hunt will help you get to know the people who prepared in a special way for the
coming of Christ. Read the scripture passages found in the Gospel of Luke to find out the identity of
each person. Write the name of the person in the answer box.
WHO AM I?

READ

ANSWER

The father of John the Baptist

Luke 1:13

Zechariah

The angel who told Mary she was to be the mother of Jesus

Luke 1:26

Gabriel

A famous ancestor of Jesus; a king

Luke 1:27

David

Went to visit Elizabeth to help her

Luke 1:39–40

Mary

Husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus

Luke 1:27

Joseph

The wife of Joseph and mother of Jesus, the Son of God

Luke 1:26–27

Mary
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Prayer Service
(Adapted from Loyola Press)

Leader:
We are looking forward to Christ’s coming. Advent means “coming.” Jesus’
coming was one of the greatest events that ever happened. Let us make the
Advent season more meaningful by preparing our hearts. The prophet Isaiah told
us how to get ready. He talked about making a straight highway for the Lord. Let
us listen to his message.
Reader 1: (adapted from Isaiah 40:3–5 – see Note below)
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
A voice cries out, “In the desert prepare the way of the Lord! Make a
straight highway for the Lord. Let every valley be filled in and every
mountain and hill be made low. Let every cliff become a plain and the
rough country a valley. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed!”
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Leader:
Let us now offer our petitions to God. The response is
“Come, Lord Jesus.”
Reader 2: That we may prepare our hearts with love for Jesus . . .
Reader 3: That we may learn to show love and share with others . . .
Reader 4: That we may choose to make others happy by the things we do. . .
Reader 5: That we may follow Jesus, the Light, and invite him to stay in our hearts
...
Leader:
Let us ask Jesus to help us welcome him into our hearts
during these four weeks of Advent and always.
*Note: For each prayer service, substitute the scripture passage (reader 1) with a scripture
reading of the day (1st reading or Gospel). See Appendix C: Advent Readings of the Day.
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Appendix C

Advent Readings of the Day
WEEKDAY ADVENT READINGS
1st reading

Responsorial
Psalm

2nd
reading

Gospel

Monday

Isaiah 4:2‐6
(Year A)
Isaiah 2:1‐5
(Years B, C)

122:1‐2, 3‐4, 7‐8, 9‐
10

X

Matt 8:5‐11, 13

Tuesday

Isaiah 11:1‐10

72:1‐2, 7‐8, 12‐13,
17

X

Luke 10:21‐24

Wednesday

Isaiah 25:6‐10

23:1‐6

X

Matt 15:29‐37

X

Matt 7:21, 24‐
27

Day
First Week of Advent

118:1, 8‐9,
Thursday

Isaiah 26:1‐6
19‐21, 25‐27

Friday

Isaiah 29:17‐24

27:1, 4, 13‐14

X

Matt 9:27‐31

Saturday

Isaiah 30:19‐21, 13‐
26

147:1‐6

X

Matt 9:35‐10:1,
5‐8

Monday

Isaiah 35:1‐10

85:8‐13

X

Luke 5:17‐26

Tuesday

Isaiah 40:1‐11

96:1‐3, 10‐13

X

Matt 18:12‐14

Wednesday

Isaiah 40:25‐31

103:1‐4, 8, 10

X

Matt 11:28‐30

Thursday

Isaiah 41:13‐20

145:1, 9‐13

X

Matt 11:11‐15

Friday

Isaiah 48:17‐19

1:1‐4, 6

X

Matt 11:16‐19

Saturday

Sirach 48:1‐4, 9‐11

80: 1‐2, 14‐15, 17‐
18

X

Matt 17:10‐13

Monday

Numbers 24:2‐7, 15‐
17

25:4‐9

X

Matt 21:23‐27

Tuesday

Zephaniah 3:1‐2, 9‐
13

34:1‐2, 5‐6, 17‐19,
22

X

Matt 21:28‐32

Wednesday

Isaiah 45:6‐8, 18, 21‐
25

85: 8‐14

X

Luke 7:19‐23

Thursday

Isaiah 54:1‐10

30:1, 3‐5, 10‐12

X

Luke 7:24‐30

Friday

Isaiah 56:1‐3, 6‐8

67:1‐2, 4, 6‐7

X

John 5:16‐17,
33‐36

Second Week of Advent

Third Week of Advent
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Advent Weekdays December
17‐24
Dec. 17

Genesis 49:2, 8‐10

72: 1‐2, 3‐4, 7‐8, 17

X

Matt 1: 1‐17

Dec. 18

Jeremiah 23:5‐8

72:1‐2, 12‐13, 18‐
19

X

Matt 1:18‐24

Dec. 19

Judges 13:2‐7, 24‐
25

71:3‐6, 16‐17

X

Luke 1:5‐25

Dec. 20

Isaiah 7:10‐14

24:1‐6

X

Luke 1:26‐38

Dec. 21

Zephaniah 3:14‐18

33:2‐3, 11‐12, 20‐
21

X

Luke 1:39‐45

Dec. 22

1 Samuel 1:24‐38

1 Samuel 2:1, 4‐8

X

Luke 1:46‐56

Dec. 23

Malachi 3:1‐6

25:4‐5, 8‐10, 14

X

Luke 1:57‐66

Dec. 24 (A.M.)

2 Samuel 7:1‐5, 8‐
12, 16

89:1‐4, 26, 28

X

Luke 1:67‐79

SUNDAY ADVENT READINGS
YEAR A
Sunday of
Advent

1st reading

Responsorial
Psalm

2nd reading

Gospel

1

Isaiah 2:1‐5

122:1‐2, 4‐9

Romans 13:11‐14

Matt 24:37‐
44

2

Isaiah 11:1‐10

72:1‐2, 7‐8, 12‐13,
17

Romans 15:4‐9

Matt 3:1‐12

3

Isaiah 35:1‐6a, 10

146:6‐10

James 5:7‐10

Matt 11:2‐11

4

Isaiah 7:10‐14

24:1‐6

Romans 1:1‐7

Matt 1:18‐24

YEAR B
Sunday of
Advent
1

1st reading

Responsorial
Psalm

Isaiah 63:16b‐17; 64:1, 3‐ 80:1‐2, 14‐15, 17‐
8
18

2

Isaiah 40:1‐5, 9‐11

3

Isaiah 61:1‐2a, 10‐11

4

2 Samuel 7:1‐5, 8b‐12,
14a, 16

85:8‐13

2nd reading

Gospel

1 Corinthians 1:3‐9

Mark 13:33‐37

2 Peter 3:8‐14

Mark 1:1‐8

Luke 1:47‐50, 53‐ 1 Thessalonians 5:16‐ John1:6‐8, 19‐
54
24
28
89:1‐4, 26, 28

Romans 16:25‐27

Luke 1:26‐38
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YEAR C
Sunday of
Advent

1st reading

Responsorial
Psalm

1

Jeremiah 33:14‐16

25:4‐5, 8‐10, 14

2

Baruch 5:1‐9

126: 1‐6

Philippians 1:3‐6, 8‐
11

Luke 3:1‐6

3

Zephaniah 3:14‐18a

Isaiah 12:2‐6

Philippians 4:4‐7

Luke 3:10‐18

4

Micah 5:2‐5a

80: 1‐2, 14‐15, 17‐
18

Hebrews 10:5‐10

Luke 1:

2nd reading

Gospel

1 Thessalonians 3:12‐ Luke 21:25‐28,
4:2
34‐36
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Unit 3 Lesson 2
Symbols of Advent

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will discuss ways in which Advent is
celebrated and participate in a church visit (if
accessible) to look for signs and symbols of the
Advent season.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL3.2: Identify within the church, sacred
space that is dedicated to the celebration
of the sacraments (e.g. sanctuary,
tabernacle, pulpit/ambo, sacristy, high
altar, side altars, baptistery, confessional,
stations of the cross, choir loft) and explain
how they are connected to the
signs/symbols used for the celebration, the
sacred images of our faith, the
sacramentals, and used in the celebration
of the Liturgical seasons. [CCC nos. 1159‐
1171; 1179‐1186; 1667‐1679]

CGE4f: applies effective communication,
decision‐making, problem‐solving, time and
resource management skills;
CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 5:
CL3: Understand that the Liturgical year
celebrates both the mysteries of Christ’s
life and memorial celebrations for the
saints who are examples to us of Christ.
[CCC nos. 1145‐1178]
Grade 6:
BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of the
Church’s teaching concerning the mysteries
of the hidden and public life of Jesus Christ
(incarnation, suffering and death, rising
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from the dead and ascending into heaven.
[CCC nos. 50‐73; 101‐141; 422‐682]
Arts – Oral Communication:
1.listen in order to understand and respond
appropriately in a variety of situations for a
variety of purposes;

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and
colours which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become
part of our experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
 How does the Church celebrate Advent?
 What changes take place in the physical church during the Advent season?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 describe ways in which Advent is celebrated
 recognize changes in their parish church during the Advent season.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Pens/Pencils
Paper

Terminology:
Advent
Advent wreath
Advent calendar
Jesse Tree
Chasuble
Dalmatic
Stole

Resources:
Parish contact info (to book a Church visit)
Appendix A: Photos of a Church During Advent
Further info: Searching for Symbols of Advent
(Loyola Press) www.loyolapress.com
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Discuss ways in which Advent is celebrated. Students may share some traditions such as the
Advent wreath, Advent calendars, the Jesse Tree, prayer services, the liturgical colour of
purple.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Advent Church Visit – Students will visit their school parish and will tour the church to
recognize how it looks different from ordinary time. A discussion will take place for each
of the symbols that are present during Advent (See Searching for Symbols of Advent –
Loyola Press).
Planning considerations:
a) Contact the parish to arrange a class visit to the church. The visit should take place
after the first Sunday of Advent, so that the church will be decorated for the liturgical
season.
b) Teachers may consider an advance tour to familiarize themselves with the symbols in
the church that the students will find.
2. Prior to the visit, it is important to review appropriate church behaviour with the class.
Students should be respectful and reverent, even during the activity.
3. The students may tour looking for symbols of the Advent season in small groups or as a
class, depending on the needs of the group.
4. As a class, the teacher (or priest) may explain the significance of each symbol as the
students find it. In small groups, the students can make a list of the symbols that they
find, which will be discussed upon their return to class.
5. The following symbols can be found in most Catholic churches during Advent:
The Advent wreath, purple banners, purple altar cloths, purple chasuble – priest, purple
dalmatic – deacon, purple stole, nativity scene (inside or outside of the church), Jesse
tree, and possibly other items specific to your church.
*Note: If it is not possible to visit a church, students may participate in this alternate
activity: The teacher may share pictures of the church with students, who will be asked
to recognize changes in the church (See Photos of a Church During Advent).
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Review the symbols that were recognized in the church. Students may be asked if any of
these symbols are present in their school (eg: Advent wreath, Jesse Tree, the colour
purple). Students are reminded to look for the symbols the next time that they visit their
Church, or during a School Advent Mass or celebration.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Consider a church visit during the Christmas season. This may be possible upon the first
few days back in the New Year, dependent on the liturgical and school calendars. If this
is not possible, students can be encouraged to take note of the differences in their
church between Advent and Christmas.
2. Learning about the different objects in a Catholic church (baptismal font, confessionals,
ambo, tabernacle, altar, etc).
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Appendix A

Photos of a church during Advent
(Alternate resource when a church is not accessible)

Purple Advent Banners with Advent symbols

Advent Wreath (2 styles)
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Altar & Ambo (with purple linens)

Jesse Tree
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Lectionary or Gospel Covering

Nativity Scene (sometimes without Baby Jesus)
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Chasuble (priest)

Dalmatic (deacon)

Stole
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Unit 3 Lesson 3
Welcoming Jesus in our Hearts

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will describe their understanding of
Advent, learn how Advent is celebrated,
discuss the use of the Advent Wreath, and
create Advent wrapping paper.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL3: Understand how the Church creates
sacred space for the celebration of the
sacraments and uses symbols, rituals, and
words, to reveal the action of Christ in our
lives (Paschal Mystery). [CCC nos. 1179‐
1186; 1113‐1130; 1167‐1179]

CGE2c: presents information and ideas clearly
and honestly and with sensitivity to others;
CGE6a: relates to family members in a loving,
compassionate and respectful manner;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 5:
CL3: Understand that the Liturgical year
celebrates both the mysteries of Christ’s
life and memorial celebrations for the
saints who are examples to us of Christ.
[CCC nos. 1145‐1178]

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 6:
LS1: Understand that each person is
responsible for participation in society, to
discern, to freely choose their vocation and
to make a contribution in the world. [CCC
nos. 1262‐1284; 1877‐1885; 1886‐1896;
1913‐1927]
Visual Arts:
D1: Creating and Presenting:
apply the creative process to produce a
variety of two‐ and
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three‐dimensional art works, using
elements, principles, and techniques of
visual arts to communicate feelings, ideas,
and understandings;

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea: The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours
which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become part of
our experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
 How do we celebrate Advent?
 Why is Advent a time of waiting?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 describe ways in which Advent is celebrated
 explain the Advent wreath
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Butcher paper
Purple and pink paper
Colouring utensils
Exemplar of wrapping paper

Terminology:
Advent
Advent Wreath

Resources:
Welcoming Jesus Wrapping Paper (Loyola Press)
Further info: www.loyolapress.com

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Review the meaning of the word Advent with the students. What language does it come from?
(Latin) What does it mean? (coming) What is Advent all about? (Preparing for Christmas and the
second coming of Jesus)
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Discuss some ways that we celebrate Advent (displaying items such as the Advent
wreath, Jesse tree, nativity scene, banners, the colour purple, prayer services)
2. Why do we use the Advent wreath? (The wreath helps us count the weeks that we wait
for Jesus’ Birthday. Beginning on the first Sunday of Advent, we light one candle per
week, in a counter‐clockwise order. If there is a white candle in the centre, it is lit on
Christmas day and continues to be lit for the Christmas season. The closer we get to
Christmas, the more light that we see on the wreath, which tells us that we are getting
closer to Jesus’ arrival. Jesus is the light of the world.)
3. Activity: Welcoming Jesus in our Hearts Wrapping Paper (www.loyolapress.com). Inform
students that they will be making their own wrapping paper that they can use for a
Christmas gift for someone special.
4. Encourage the students to think of the special colors and special events that are
significant to the season of Advent. Display their ideas for all to refer to as they illustrate
their papers.
5. Provide each student with a large sheet of butcher paper and colouring utensils.
6. Remind students that during the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus' birth by letting
him know that he's welcome in our lives and in our hearts.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Encourage the students to use the special wrapping paper for the gifts that they wrap in
anticipation of Jesus’ Birthday. These may include gifts that they are planning to give their family
members at Christmas.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Familiarizing students with some contemporary Christian Advent music (this can be as simple as
playing the music while students are working at their seats):






Ready the Way (Curtis Stephan): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxyKS7fW8ug
Emmanuel (Steve Angrisano): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnAKAB4OYik
Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Paul Baloche): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAjhncFTYD0
Come to Us (Greg Walton): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n81mEcvFt1c
Christ the Lord (Robert Feduccia & Sarah Hart): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQinPC43cNY
We Are Waiting (W. Zachary Taylor): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHA6y9Psyao


The Christian Music Channels K‐Love and UCB Canada both have online music streaming
Christmas players which can also be shared with students.




K‐Love: http://www.klove.com/listen/christmas‐player.aspx
UCB Canada: http://ucbcanada.com/joomla2/Online%20Player/Christmasplayer.php
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Unit 3 Lesson 4
Mary and Joseph’s Reality

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will explore the theme of empathy,
placing themselves in the shoes of Mary and
Joseph, who have just learned of Mary’s
pregnancy.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL 2.3: Identify certain gifts coming from God
which, when we experience them in our
lives, transform us and those who are in
relationship with us (wonders of nature, the
beauty of the arts, the laughter of a baby, the
love of a parent or guardian).
Grade 5:
LC2.2: Identify Mary’s role of discipleship
using passages of the Old and New
Testament, link this with the mystery of her
Son Jesus Christ and identify the virtues that
distinguish her as the first disciple
(obedience and trust to God’s will e.g.
Magnificat). [CCC nos. 963‐970]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1a ‐illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith;
CGE2b ‐reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively.
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 6:
LC2.2: Articulate the reasons why our faith
teaches us that Mary is the Mother of the
Church. [CCC nos. 963‐975; 2673‐2682]
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Arts – Writing:
2.5 identify their point of view and other
possible points of view on the topic, and
determine whether their information
sufficiently supports their own view;
3.7 use some appropriate elements of
effective presentation in the finished
product, including print, script, different
fonts, graphics, and layout

Guiding Questions
Big Idea:
Mary is the first among the Communion of Saints and as the Mother of Jesus is also the Mother
of the Church.
 How can I empathize with Mary and Joseph, and their circumstances leading up to the
birth of Jesus?
Scripture Passages:
Luke 2:1‐7

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 describe in words and pictures how another person might feel under a unique set of
circumstances. Understanding empathy.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Empathy

Materials:
Computers/Devices
(if not available, paper and drawing materials will suffice)
Resources:
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Video ‐ A Social Network Christmas:
https://www.ignitermedia.com/products/1905‐a‐social‐network‐
christmas
Music Video ‐ Mary Did You Know (Pentatonix):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7Hu8dXHpvk#action=share

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Note: The blogging activity in this lesson will have to be tailored to the needs of your class.
Decide how in‐depth you would like the writing assignment to be (draft, edit, final copy).
Consider whether the students will be choosing their own blogging format, or whether a specific
format will be provided (i.e: a mock Facebook page such as fakebook.com, a Twitter feed,
Snapchat, Instagram, etc.)
Introduce the video clip, ‘The Social Network Christmas’ as a modern day portrayal of what it
would be like if Mary & Joseph had Facebook at the time of the annunciation. Invite students to
watch the clip: https://www.ignitermedia.com/products/1905‐a‐social‐network‐christmas
Invite students to share their reactions to the video. Discuss how Mary and Joseph would feel
under their specific circumstances, including finding out about the baby as well as their feelings
during the months of Mary’s pregnancy. (Joseph may have felt betrayed at first and angry; they
may have felt embarrassed because they were not yet married; they may have felt nervous
because they were responsible for the Son of God; they may have been anticipating Jesus’
arrival with joy; they may have felt tired or burned out, especially during the journey; they
probably felt worried, especially when they were seeking a place for Jesus to be born)
Note: This discussion may take anywhere from 5 minutes to 40 minutes, depending on the depth
of conversation and participation of the students.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

Day 1
Pick a Role: Blog
Discuss the term “Empathy” with the students. What is empathy? (Understanding how
another person feels/placing yourself in another person’s “shoes” and feeling what they are
feeling). What are some examples of how we can show empathy towards others? (Treating
others the way we want to be treated, helping someone who is in need, comforting a person).
Introduce the blogging assignment to the class. Inform students that they will be taking on the
role of either Mary or Joseph, and will be given the opportunity to empathize with their
situation. Their task is to create a ‘blog’ about the experience of finding out about Mary’s
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pregnancy up until the birth of Jesus. It will be helpful for the students to reflect on the
conversation that just took place.
Guiding questions for the students may be:
 What was your initial response to the news of becoming a parent?
 How do you feel about your fiancé?
 What does it feel like waiting for your baby, knowing that he is the son of God?
 How do you feel about having to travel to Bethlehem (which is a very long
journey under difficult circumstances)?
Day 2
Class time should be given to students with the intent of completing their blogs.
Invite students to share their blogs with the large group or in small groups, whichever is most
suitable given the dynamics of the class.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Discuss:
1. What new ways have you started thinking about Mary and/or Joseph’s reality?
2. Did “A Social Network Christmas” help you empathize with their situation?
3. How can you relate to Mary & Joseph?
4. Do you think that you would be able to handle their challenge? (suggested topics
could include pregnancy at such a young age including learning how to care for a
baby, peer pressure, trust in God that everything will work out)
5. How do you think that their family/community could relate to them? How do you
think they felt about them?
Conclude the lesson by inviting students to watch the music video, Mary Did You Know? by
Pentatonix. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7Hu8dXHpvk#action=share

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Compare and contrast these three accounts of the events leading up to Jesus’ Birth:
Luke 1:26 – 2:20
Matthew 1:18‐25
John 1:1‐18
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Unit 3 Lesson 5
Mary’s YES

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will examine the ways in which we
answer God’s call as did Mary.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
LS3: Understand that God wants all people to
receive the gift of salvation (i.e. Jesus Christ,
the Gospel) and in order to do this we are to
respectfully invite other religions to know
Jesus. [CCC nos. 748‐870; 1213‐1284; 2110‐
2141]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1g: understands that one’s purpose or call
in life comes from God and strives to discern
and live out this call throughout life’s journey;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 5:
LC2.2: Identify Mary’s role of discipleship
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
using passages of the Old and New Testament,
link this with the mystery of her Son Jesus
Christ and identify the virtues that distinguish
her as the first disciple (obedience and trust to
God’s will e.g. Magnificat). [CCC nos. 963‐970]
Grade 6:
LS1.1: Identify and compare the call stories in
Scripture which reflect conversion and fidelity
to God as the foundation of our vocation and
which can transform the lives of others (e.g.
Moses 3:7‐10; Jeremiah 1:1‐10; John 1:35‐42;
Mary ‐ Luke 1:26‐38). [CCC nos. 1262‐1284]
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Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Mary is the first among the Communion of Saints and the first disciple of Christ.
 When do we say “Yes” to God?

Scripture Passages:
Luke 1:46‐55, Psalm 127:3

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand the choice Mary made when she decided to say ‘yes’ to God when she was
asked to bear His son.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials: Computer/Device

Magnificat
God’s will

Resources:
Song ‐ Great Things (Matt Maher):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7KlmzZ_f9k
Resources:
Prayer ‘Help me Say “Yes”’

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Full class discussion:
1. What is meant by “Mary’s Yes”? (her accepting to give birth to Jesus, God’s son)
2. Do you think that it was easy for Mary to say yes?
3. How can we relate to Mary’s yes in our lives? (We are asked to say ‘yes’ to God every
day.)
Have the students discuss in pairs the ways in which we say ‘yes’ to God. (2 mins).
Invite students to share as a class. Ideas can be gathered on the board, Smart Board, or online
via a sharing software such as Padlet.
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Ask the students to return to their partner and discuss the ways in which we say ‘no’ to God.
Invite the students to share their thoughts with the class.
What would have happened if Mary said ‘no’?
How can we change our ‘no’ responses to ‘yes’ responses? (Pray, seek support from others,
look up to role models such as positive influences in our lives or the saints, try to understand
that God’s will is better for us than our own).
Ask students if they know that Mary’s “yes” is also a popular prayer. The prayer is called the
Magnificat, and is also known as Mary’s Song. It is one of the eight most ancient hymns in the
Church and is found in Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1:46‐55). Mary is visiting her cousin Elizabeth, who
is pregnant with John the Baptist. When Mary greets Elizabeth, John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb,
and Elizabeth praises Mary for having such strong faith. Then Mary responds with the
Magnificat.
Invite students to view the Great Things music video as a contemporary interpretation of her
‘yes’. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7KlmzZ_f9k

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

Activity: Can you hear me?
1. Set‐up two lines of students, facing each other, with a partner on each side (picture a
water balloon or egg toss games).
2. Ask them all to take several giant steps backward, so there is a large distance between
the lines.
3. Give each person a piece of popcorn on one of the sides.
4. On the count of three, have them throw their piece of popcorn to their partners. (They
should be far enough away that they have no chance of success in reaching their
partners.)
5. Ask everyone to take a small step in toward each other, and give a piece of popcorn to
each person in the other line.
6. On the count of three, tell them to throw their piece of popcorn. Again, they should not
be able to reach the other side.
7. Continue doing this, taking a step in, each time, until they are close enough to succeed
in reaching their partners.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Discuss:
1. What happened when we were too far away from our partners? (we failed to reach
them.) God is trying to reach us every day, and we are hopefully trying to reach God.
2. How do we stay ‘close enough’ to God? (through prayer – which is our relationship
with God, and the sacraments, which strengthen us and help us grow in our faith).
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Mary chose to believe in God. Mary stayed close to God. Mary chose to say ‘Yes’ to God and
her ‘Yes’ changed everything. What about our own ‘yes’? Like Mary, we too are called to
bring Jesus to the world. Maybe it all starts today.
Have students write the word ‘yes’ on a small card or piece of paper. It can be a reminder of
the message of the lesson. Distribute a “Help Me Say “Yes” prayer (Appendix A) to each
student. Invite everyone to pray this together to conclude the lesson.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Compare the song “Great Things” by Matt Maher to the prayer “The Magnificat”. Note the
similarities and differences.
2. Consider exploring a picture book:
Ordinary Mary's Extraordinary Deed (Emily Pearson)
Tonight You Are My Baby – Mary’s Christmas Gift (Jeannine Norris)
Mary’s First Christmas (Walter J. Wangerin)
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Appendix A

Prayer: Help Me Say “Yes”
Lynn Wehner
Like Mary when the angel came,
Like Joseph after his dream,
Like the Shepherds when the angels sang,
Like Wise Men who tracked the stars gleam.
Like the saints who suffer in silence,
Like the priest who answers the call,
Like the man and woman who married in love,
Like the teacher whose values stand tall.
Like the mother who nurtures her unborn child,
Like the child who kneels to pray,
Like the family who lives by putting God first,
Help me say “YES” every day.

Prayer: Help Me Say “Yes”
Lynn Wehner
Like Mary when the angel came,
Like Joseph after his dream,
Like the Shepherds when the angels sang,
Like Wise Men who tracked the stars gleam.
Like the saints who suffer in silence,
Like the priest who answers the call,
Like the man and woman who married in love,
Like the teacher whose values stand tall.
Like the mother who nurtures her unborn child,
Like the child who kneels to pray,
Like the family who lives by putting God first,
Help me say “YES” every day.
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Unit 3 Lesson 6
Anticipation

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will discuss the feelings associated
with anticipation and relate this to coming of
Jesus. Students will write letters to their
classmates for future distribution.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL3.1: Examine scripture passages of the Old
Testament and New Testament which are
proclaimed during specific Liturgical seasons
(i.e. Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter), and
communicate what they reveal about and
celebrate in Jesus’ life. [CCC nos. 1168‐1173]
Grade 5:
LS3: Demonstrate an understanding of
Christianity as a religion that seeks unity
within the experience of diversity. [CCC nos.
748‐870]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE5b: thinks critically about the meaning and
purpose of work;
CGE5d: finds meaning, dignity, fulfillment and
vocation in work which contributes to the
common good;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation.

Grade 6:
LS1.2: Describe the call of Christian ‘vocation’
received in baptism (i.e. everyone is called to
serve society, to discern their gifts and
talents and to be united in making a
contribution in the world) and determine
ways we can respond to this call as young
people. [CCC nos. 1262‐1284; 1897‐1927]
Arts ‐ Writing:
3.8: Produce pieces of published work to
meet identified criteria based on the
expectations related to content,
1
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organization, style, use of conventions, and
use of presentation strategies

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical Year of the Church celebrates God’s plan of salvation revealed in the Life, Death,
and Resurrection of Jesus (i.e. Paschal Mystery).
 What does ‘Anticipation’ mean?
 How do the Old Testament scriptures reveal God’s plan of salvation?
Scripture Passages:
Isaiah 9:1‐7, Romans 13: 11‐12

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 articulate the feeling of anticipation and relate that to the coming of Jesus.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Anticipation

Materials:
Paper
envelopes
mailing addresses of all students (if applicable)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1.

Have the students close their eyes and imagine the scenarios that you are about to
describe.
 blowing out a candle
 getting a vaccination (needle)
 the bell at the end of the school day.
 kicking a ball
 catching a ball
 ‐receiving a long‐awaited letter/package in the mail.
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2. Ask the students how all of these scenarios relate to one another (we await
for/anticipate them to happen).
3. Discuss as a class the different feelings that the students had thinking about each
scenario.
4. Ask the students how anticipation relates to Mary & Joseph. Refer to the blogging
activity from lesson 4 to prompt the students (Responding to the news of becoming a
parent/How they felt about their spouse/how they felt waiting for their baby, especially
knowing that he is the son of God/knowing they had a challenging journey ahead of
them before the arrival of their son).

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

1. Read the following scripture passages with the class:
a) Isaiah 9:1‐7
b) Romans 13:11‐12
Ask the students how the readings relate to advent, how they relate to anticipation, and what
they reveal about Jesus’ life. The scripture passage from Isaiah is also an opportunity to point
out that the Old Testament scriptures were written well before Jesus was born, and how they
contain signs such as these that point to the coming of the Messiah.
2. Activity: Sending Mail
Teacher preparations‐ Decide how the mail exchange will take place so that everyone in the
class will receive a piece of mail. Note: If the final work will be mailed out, consider issues of
privacy and/or parental concern regarding the release of mailing addresses.
Invite students to create a piece of mail (letter/picture/poem, etc.) for someone in the class.
Task students to incorporate the theme of anticipation into their work. These will be mailed
out (or distributed) later in the year (perhaps Easter, in anticipation of the resurrection of
Jesus), by the teacher.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Discuss the feelings surrounding that idea. Do students anticipate receiving mail with
excitement? Is it exciting to know someone is receiving mail from you?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Examine the popular Advent song “Every Valley” based on the scripture passage from Isaiah
40:4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSFlUEdO8bA
How does is relate to the theme of anticipation? What is the song/scripture proclaiming?

3
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 3, Lesson 6

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE

UNIT 3
The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson 7
The Jesse Tree

CURRICULUM CORPORATION

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 3 Lesson 7
The Jesse Tree

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

The Jesse Tree is introduced as a symbol of
preparation for the coming of Jesus.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
LS3.1: Examine a selection of Scripture
passages to identify and describe God’s plan
for salvation (e.g. Mark 16:1; John 1:12; John
3:3‐8, 16‐18; John 17:3; Jn. 14:6; Matthew
10:32‐33; James 2:14‐26; Romans 5:8) and to
find evidence that the Church’s mission is to
spread the good news of Christ Jesus to all
people (Matthew 28:16‐20; Luke 4:16‐40;
Acts 1:8; Jn. 20:21). [CCC nos. 836‐848; 1213‐
1284]
Grade 5:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
important role of the Church in handing on
Divine Revelation. [CCC nos. 74‐100; 748‐
780]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member;
CGE5g: achieves excellence, originality, and
integrity in one’s own work and supports
these qualities in the work of others;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 6:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
Church’s teaching on how the human person
comes to know and believe in God (from the
created world through the natural light of
reason, through God’s self‐revelation in
Sacred Scripture and through the handing‐on
of the faith by the Church). [CCC nos. 27‐49;
166‐184; 279‐324]
Arts – Visual Arts:
D1.2: demonstrate an understanding of
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composition, using selected principles of
design to create narrative art works or art
works on a theme or topic.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
God is revealed through Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, which is authoritatively
interpreted by the Magisterium (teaching authority of the Church; the bishops in union with
the Pope). [CCC nos. 84‐90; 100, 137]
 How can I prepare for the coming of Jesus using ‘The Jesse Tree’?
 How does the Jesse Tree reveal God to me?
Scripture Passages:
Isaiah 11:1‐2

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand that ’The Jesse Tree’ is used as a symbol in preparation for the coming of
Jesus.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant
aspects of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in
relation to curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
The Jesse Tree

Materials:
This will depend on how adventurous you want to be with your art project‐
colouring print‐outs from the internet could work, or cardboard, fabric, clay,
etc…
Resources:
Info: http://www.loyolapress.com/the‐jesse‐tree.htm or
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id
=545
Ornaments: http://healthy‐family.org/free‐jesse‐tree‐advent‐patterns/
Text: ‘The Jesse Tree’ by Geraldine McCaughrean, Eerdmans Books
Text: ‘Learning Centers for Advent and Lent’ by Doris Murphy, Twenty‐Third
Publications(pg 4‐7)
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Create a KWL chart with your class on the topic of the Jesse Tree.
Possible responses:
 Connects Christmas tree decoration to the events leading to Jesus' birth.
 Named from Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch
shall grow out of his roots.”
 Jesse was the father of King David and Jesus belongs to this genealogy.
 26 illustrated ornaments
 The ornaments represent the people, prophesies, and events leading up to the birth of
Jesus.
 Tells the story of God in the Old Testament.
 Connects Advent with God’s faithfulness.
Read a story of your choice on ‘The Jesse Tree’.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

Create symbolic ornaments for a Jesse Tree for your class.
This activity may be as simple as printing colouring sheets from the internet (there are many to
choose from), or making them out of more sophisticated materials.
This could be a great opportunity to create 3D sculptures.
Depending on the number of students in your class, you might be able to distribute one
ornament per person or have small groups responsible for a few.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Collect the ornaments from the students. Display the ornaments that coincide with the current
date, and add the remainder of the ornaments each day. The decorating of the Jesse Tree can
become a ritual at the beginning of each day, and may be combined with the Advent prayer
service.
The completion of the Jesse Tree ornaments will prepare the class for lesson 8: Someone is
Coming to Dinner. A follow‐up discussion will take place at the conclusion of this next lesson.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Invite students to create their own Jesse Trees which can be displayed at home and explained to
their families.
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Unit 3 Lesson 8
Someone’s coming for supper

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Preparing classroom space as some place
special for a special guest.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL3.3: Distinguish between ‘sacramentals’
and ‘sacraments’ and use symbols, words,
gesture, prayer and music as sacramentals in
the creation of a sacred space and ritual
celebrations that focus on the seasons of the
liturgical year. [CCC nos. 1167‐1179; 1168‐
1171]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member;
CGE1a: illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith

Grade 5:
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in
LS3.1: Identify signs of diversity within the
this lesson include:
Church (many gifts, cultures, nationalities,
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
charisms expressed in diverse forms of
prayer and celebration, e.g. devotions, saints,
cultural signs attached to the sacraments,
etc.). [CCC nos. 811‐ 822]
Grade 6:
PR1: Understand how our prayers must be
reflected in the lives we live as Christians, i.e.
call to justice, peace and reconciliation,
struggle to form the habit of prayer. [CCC
2725‐2745]
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Family Life:
E2. Exploring Human Nature
E2.1 describe a community as a group of
people who have special interests in
common;
E2.2 explain four important signs of a good
community;
E2.3 recognize and appreciate that creating a
good community requires the participation of
all members

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ and give grace through themselves when we
are open to receiving it; sacramentals (i.e. blessing, ritual actions, signs, symbols, holy objects
and images) were instituted by the Church and arouse in us a pious disposition, by means of
which we may obtain Grace.



How do we prepare ourselves, and our spaces, for the coming of Jesus?
In what ways is the sharing of a meal similar to the celebration of Eucharist?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 explain why we participate in certain customs in preparation for Christmas.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
The Jesse Tree (made in the previous lesson)
Decorations
Bread
Juice
Resources:
2
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Song ‐ We come to your Table (Carey Landry and Carol Jean Kinghorn)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQ9ZYqOKaeg

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1. Discuss the following in pairs or in small groups: What might you or your parents do when
preparing for a special guest? (clean/set a table/decorate/use your best dishes/dress up/
prepare a centrepiece/rearrange furniture) Why would we do these things for a guest?
What is the intended purpose?
2. After the discussion has concluded, share answers as a class and create a list of the
responses.
3. Ask the students how this topic relates to Advent. Who is the special guest that we are
waiting for? What might we do to prepare for his arrival? Are any of the answers that were
shared in the previous discussion relevant to Advent? How?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

1. Prepare the class for a special ‘meal’, as if there was a special guest coming. Clean,
organize, re‐arrange desks into a family table, create placemats, display the Jesse Tree
(from previous lesson), etc.
2. If appropriate, invite a special guest (principal, pastor, volunteer, etc.).
3. Choose special background music. Break bread, have ‘wine’ (juice) and enjoy a meal as
many do around the world, as was done in the time of Jesus and beforehand.
4. What are appropriate conversations for this meal? (discuss and decide as a class).
Suggestions for background music:
We Come to You (Josh Blakesley) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJ51_UDpVIs
Remembrance (Matt Maher) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVk7jhvhrLY
We Are One Body (Dana Scallon) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD4h8dkO2sk
Behold the Lamb of God (Matt Maher) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4He_8BP1MM
Bread of Life (Bobby Fisher) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjc55SLWz9M
King of My Heart (Greg Walton) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JKf5dgunsQ
Lay it Down (Matt Maher) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPoxM0D_0n8
One Bread, One Cup (Ken Canedo) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfSDhZV05fk
Overflow (Matt Maher) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cmGsr6yVs0

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

1. Following the meal (either after the guest has left or during the next class), discuss the
preparation that was required for the meal, as well as how the sharing of the meal
went. If the students were the special guest, how would they have felt? (Welcomed,
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comfortable, etc.) What might we have done differently?
2. Discuss how we are called to share a special meal with Jesus every week (The
Celebration of the Eucharist). What are some similarities and differences from
welcoming a guest in the class to attending Mass? (Guest – physical preparation vs.
Mass – preparation of our hearts; both are community coming together; both require
conversation and commitment ‐ with the guest & with God, we are consuming at both –
food & Eucharist).
3. Remind the students the importance of sharing a meal with others – whether this is at
Mass, with a guest of honour, or even as simple as having lunch with friends. Jesus
often shared meals with others (the multiplication of loaves and fishes, eating in
peoples’ homes, the Last Supper). He ate with all types of people, even those who
were not well liked. Meals are a powerful of expression of welcome and friendship in
every culture. This is why Jesus’ meals are so important – they show us God’s grace for
all people and God’s mission to draw people to God. What is an example of an act of
good that we can do to imitate Jesus? (Sit with someone at lunch who is alone or who is
new; share food with someone who forgot their lunch; share food with the homeless).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Consider a class mission project such as visiting a soup kitchen, collecting food or clothing
items for those in need, participating in a community Christmas sharing project (the class
would collect specific items for an assigned local family in need).
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Unit 3 Lesson 9
Prepare Ye The Way of the Lord

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will learn about John the Baptist’s
message about the coming of the Messiah.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL3.1: Examine scripture passages of the
Old Testament and New Testament which
are proclaimed during specific Liturgical
seasons (i.e., Advent, Christmas, Lent and
Easter), and communicate what they reveal
about and celebrate in Jesus’ life.

CGE1c: actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures;
CGE5e: respects the rights, responsibilities and
contributions of self and others;

Grade 5:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
important role of the Church in handing on
Divine Revelation.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 6:
LS1.1: Identify and compare the call stories
in Scripture which reflect conversion and
fidelity to God as the foundation of our
vocation and which can transform the lives
of others (e.g. Moses 3:7‐10; Jeremiah 1:1‐
10; John 1:35‐42;
Mary‐ Luke 1:26‐38). [CCC nos. 1262‐1284]
Drama:
B1: Creating and Presenting:
Apply the creative process to dramatic play
and process drama, using the elements and
conventions of drama to communicate
feelings, ideas, and stories.
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Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The ongoing Tradition of the Church’s teaching, inspired by the Holy Spirit, continues to unfold
human understanding of the fullness of God’s self‐revelation. [CCC nos. 94‐95]
 How does the Old Testament help people prepare for Jesus?
Scripture Passages:
 Mark 1:2‐8

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 how the Old Testament tells the history of the People of God as God prepared them to
receive the Messiah.
 identify John the Baptist as the last prophet to proclaim the arrival of Jesus.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Bibles
Pencils
Writing paper
Props (for the news reports)

Terminology:
John the Baptist
Messiah
News report

Internet Resources:
www.biblegateway.com (NRSV translation)
Resources:
i‐Pads or BYOD for online Bible use.

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1. Discussion: How the Old Testament tells the history of the People of God as God
prepared them to receive the Messiah. (They were waiting/anticipating.) This would be
a great opportunity to recall the discussion on anticipation from lesson 6.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Students should be divided into groups of three or four. Each group should have access
to at least one Bible (online or hard copy).
2. Each group will read Mark 1:2‐8, a passage about John the Baptist. Allow time for the
students to read the passage aloud with their groups.
3. Once the students are familiar with the story, ask them to create TV news reports,
reporting John's message about the coming of a Messiah.
4. Suggest to the students that two group members can act as reporters, taking turns
telling the story. The other group member(s) can introduce the report, act as eye‐
witnesses to the event, or act as John the Baptist. (An alternative could be to have
students act as guests on a talk show.)
5. Encourage the groups to use props to enhance their presentation.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

When the groups are ready, invite them to present their news reports to the entire class.
Presentations could be recorded (video or audio).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Invite students to examine Isaiah 9:6‐7. How does this passage from the Old Testament
prophesy about Jesus? Ask students to pay close attention to the names of Jesus, providing
examples of how he fulfils each of those titles.
Invite students to watch the following music video which features the names of Jesus: Prince of
Peace (Michael W. Smith) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsYyuK1w3q0
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Unit 3 Lesson 10
The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will learn about Isaiah’s message of
Hope.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
CL3.1: Examine scripture passages of the
Old Testament and New Testament which
are proclaimed during specific Liturgical
seasons i.e. Advent, Christmas, Lent and
Easter, and communicate what they reveal
about and celebrate in Jesus’ life. [CCC nos.
1168‐1173]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1g: understands that one’s purpose or call
in life comes from God and strives to discern
and live out this call throughout life’s journey;
CGE3e: adopts a holistic approach to life by
integrating learning from various subject areas
and experience;

Grade 5:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
important role of the Church in handing on
Divine Revelation.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity

Grade 6:
LS1: Understand that each person is
responsible for participation in society, to
discern, to freely choose their vocation and
to make a contribution in the world. [CCC
nos. 1262‐1284; 1877‐1885; 1886‐1896;
1913‐1927]
Language ‐ Writing:
1. Generate, gather, and organize
ideas and information to write for
an intended purpose and audience.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea: The Liturgical Year of the Church celebrates God’s plan of salvation revealed in the Life,
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus i.e. Paschal Mystery.
 How does Isaiah’s message bring us hope today?
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Scripture Passages:
 Mark 1:2‐8

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Retell the prophet Isaiah’s message of hope in their own words.
 Create a newspaper article that tells Isaiah’s message of hope to those in exile.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Pre‐made newspaper template
Markers
Crayons
Pens and pencils
OR Computers for digital creation of articles

Terminology:
Isaiah
Hope

Internet Resources:
www.biblegateway.com (NRSV format)
www.bible.oremus.org
Resources:
i‐Pads or BYOD for online Bible use.
Newspaper template (Word format – see
supporting document file)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1. Have the students read Isaiah 61:1‐11
2. Invite the students to retell Isaiah's message of hope for the future in their own words.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Introduce the newspaper article assignment to the class. Explain that they will be
creating articles for a newspaper, reporting Isaiah's words of hope (from the scripture
passage that was read earlier) to the people in Exile.
2. The article will be approximately 1 page in length, will include a photo, and the final draft
will be completed in the template.
3. Students may work alone or with a partner.
4. Provide the class with the newspaper template for their articles.
5. Remind the students that newspaper articles have catchy headlines to attract readers'
attention.
6. Provide the students with enough time to complete their articles.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

1. When the students are finished, invite volunteers to share their articles with the class.
2. Compile their articles and place them somewhere in the classroom where they can
revisit Isaiah's messages during the season of Advent.
3. The articles could be shared with other classes in the school.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Create a class newspaper with a variety of articles and features.
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Unit 3 Lesson 11
What Are We Hoping For?

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Students will further explore the concept of
hope and how it applies to their own lives.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL2.3: Identify certain gifts coming from
God which, when we experience them in
our lives, transform us and those who are
in relationship with us (wonders of nature,
the beauty of the arts, the laughter of a
baby, the love of a parent or guardian);

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1i: integrates faith with life;
CGE5g: achieves excellence, originality, and
integrity in one’s own work and supports
these qualities in the work of others;
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 5:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
important role of the Church in handing on
Divine Revelation [CCC nos. 74‐100; 748‐
780];

Solidarity

Grade 6:
PR1.2: Identify real life situations of
injustice (poverty and starvation,
oppression, prejudice, environmental
harm, etc.) and develop intercessory
prayers on behalf of those in need. [CCC
nos. 2634‐2636]
Visual Arts:
D1: Creating and Presenting:
Apply the creative process to produce a
variety of two‐ and three‐dimensional art
works, using elements, principles, and
techniques of visual arts to communicate
feelings, ideas, and understandings.
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Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The ongoing Tradition of the Church’s teaching, inspired by the Holy Spirit, continues to unfold
human understanding of the fullness of God’s self‐revelation.
 What is hope?
Scripture Passages:
 Isaiah 9:2

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Describe what it is that we are hoping for.
 Describe how we can give hope to one another.
 Paint what hope looks like to them.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Materials:
Paper
Paint

Terminology:
Hope
Intercessory prayer

Internet Resources:
Hope in Advent Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4c6qfU_QCX
c
Advent Painting Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdIj0p087N
Y
Resources:
i‐Pads or BYOD for online Bible use.

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1. Watch the video: Hope in Advent.
2. After watching the clip, ask students for any ideas of hope that came from the video.
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3. Discuss: What are we hoping for? How can we give hope to each other?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Watch the video: Advent Painting
2. Discuss the creation of the painting with the students. How does this painting represent
hope? At first, the painting was dark, and the artist finished by drawing a flame, which
represents Jesus, the light of the world. The painting can also relate to the Advent
passage in Isaiah 9:2: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
3. Introduce the Hope Painting assignment to the class. Students will be creating their own
hope paintings by using a piece of blank paper and paint, and will answer the question,
“What does hope look like to you?” Students are also required to create 1 intercessory
prayer related to their painting (ask students to pray for someone or something related
to their painting, and to format the prayer exactly like the prayer of the faithful at Mass:
For… we pray to the Lord.).
4. Students may begin by planning their painting. Once they have finished planning, the
appropriate time may be allotted to complete the task.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

1. Invite students to share their paintings with the class. Students may describe what
hope means to them through their interpretation of the painting. Once they have
concluded their sharing, invite them to read their intercessory prayer, to which
everyone will respond: “Lord, hear our prayer.”
2. Display the paintings in the classroom or in a suitable location in the school.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Have students share their paintings with students in younger grades. Students can explain the
meaning of hope, the meaning of their painting, and can pray their intercessory prayer with
their partner.
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Unit 3 Lesson 12
Baby

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

This lesson will include a parent & baby visit
and will span 2 or more days. A follow‐up will
occur later in the unit.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education
Grade 4:
CL2.3: Identify certain gifts coming from God
which, when we experience them in our lives,
transform us and those who are in relationship
with us (wonders of nature, the beauty of the
arts, the laughter of a baby, the love of a
parent or guardian).
Grade 5:
CL3: Understand that the Liturgical year
celebrates both the mysteries of Christ’s life
and memorial celebrations for the saints who
are examples to us of Christ. [CCC nos. 1145‐
1178]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1e ‐ speaks the language of life...
“recognizing that life is an unearned gift and
that a person entrusted with life does not own
it but that one is called to protect and cherish
it.”
The Catholic Social Teaching evident in this
lesson is:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 6:
LC2.1: Define the Church’s teaching concerning
the life of Mary from Scripture and Tradition
(i.e. Immaculate Conception, Assumption) and
why these are important signs which point to
the life of Jesus Christ. [CCC nos. 484 511; 963‐
975]
Family Life:
A1.3: recognize and appreciate the gift of each
human life;
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B1.1: recognize and appreciate the value of
family love;
C3.1: recognize and appreciate the need for
respect when speaking about the gift of being
able to create new human life.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
In the celebrations of the Mass we offer our lives to God through the symbols, words and ritual
actions of the offertory; in the consecrated bread and wine of the Holy Eucharist, the Holy Spirit
pours into us the gift of Grace through the ongoing gift of His only Son, Christ Jesus.
 How is life a gift that is to be protected and treasured?
 How do I offer my life to God?
Scripture Passages:
John 16:21 A woman, when she gives birth, has sorrow, because her time has come. But when she
has delivered the child, she doesn't remember the anguish any more, for the joy that a human
being is born into the world.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand the value of human life, that all are born with God’s purpose, and that we
need to share our gifts.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials: an egg for every student

Womb
Birth

Resources:
A parent and new baby
Note: If your school participates in the Roots of Empathy program,
consider inviting that family into the class for this lesson.
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Explain to the students that there will be special visitors in the class. Discuss behavioural
expectations before these guests enter. You might want to create a comfortable space and have
students sit on the floor. Explain that this will be an opportunity to discuss with parent(s) ideas
surrounding the anticipation and birth of their baby. Remind the students to be respectful. This
discussion might take place the day before the visit and can be reviewed on the day of the visit.
Decide on a set of questions beforehand. Questions might be added during the visit.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

The visitors are welcomed appropriately and the question period/discussion will take place.
(Depending on the dynamics, this could last anywhere from 20 minutes to an hour)
Invite a couple of students to thank the guests and to present them with a card.
When guests leave, students have some reflective time to write down the new ideas they have
learned from the day, as well as any questions they would like to research for future learning.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Discuss:
1. How is there so much ‘potential’ in new life?
2. What does it mean to care for new life?
3. Would Jesus have been treated differently than any other baby, because his parents
knew he was the Son of God?
4. After babyhood, how do parents continue to care for a child through the years, until and
after adulthood?
5. How do your parents still care for you? (Be sensitive to those students who may not be in
the care of loving parents.)
6. Can you recall how the birth of Jesus took place?
7. What do you think life might have been like for Jesus’ new family?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Provide each student with an egg, which they are to care for during the entire Christmas
Season. They can keep a journal. Revisit this in January and discuss challenges and
strategies the students came up with.
2. Make a connection with a class in your school which may be participating in the Roots of
Empathy program.
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Unit 3 Lesson 13
Gifts

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Dramatic presentation about the gifts given to
Jesus upon his birth.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL2.2: Identify through the passages of
Scripture the gifts received by those who
came to recognize the presence of Christ and
who sought out an encounter with Him (e.g.
Exodus 3:1‐22; Matt. 25:31‐46; Luke 24:13‐
35);

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE4a ‐demonstrates a confident and positive
sense of self and respect for the dignity and
welfare of others;
CGE6c ‐values and honours the important role
of the family in society;

Grade 5:
CL3.1: Identify and examine a selection of the The Catholic Social Teaching evident in this
lesson is:
scripture passages in the New Testament
which reveal the divinity of Jesus (e.g.
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Epiphany, miracles, transfiguration,
resurrection) and explain using examples, how
images, signs and symbols in the Liturgical
year convey this important truth of faith for
Christians. [CCC nos. 1153‐1162];
Grade 6:
LS 1.2: Describe the call of Christian ‘vocation’
received in baptism (i.e. everyone is called to
serve society, to discern their gifts and talents
and to be united in making a contribution in
the world) and determine ways we can
respond to this call as young people. [CCC nos.
1262‐1284; 1897‐1927];
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Arts Connections (Drama):
B1.1: Engage actively in drama exploration
and role play, with a focus on examining
issues and themes in fiction and non‐fiction
sources from diverse communities, times, and
places;
B2.1 express personal responses and make
connections to characters, themes, and issues
presented in their own and others’ drama
works.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea: We witness to Christ through our spirituality, our words and deeds, our moral choices,
and by promotion of the common good of society.
 How do the gifts of the Three Magi relate to the gifts that people bring to a newborn
baby today?
 What gifts can we share with others that are not material gifts?
Scripture Passages:
Matthew 2:11

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 discuss the reasons why gold, frankincense and myrrh were presented to Jesus, and
why we bring gifts to families upon the birth of a new baby.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Gold
Frankincense
Myrrh

Resources:
Internet Access
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

When a baby is born, or about to be born, there is a tradition of bringing gifts to the
mother/parents, and to the baby. Why do you think people do that? What was brought to
Mary when Jesus was born (Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh)? What gifts can we share with
others that are not material gifts (for example, gifts that are not physical)? Why might these
gifts be more important than any other?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

1. Have students break into small groups. If there is the possibility for internet access,
have them research what these three items are and why they would be given to
someone in honour of the birth of a baby.
As an alternative (if not able to do outside research), have the students discuss their
own ideas of what the three items might be, and why they would be an appropriate gift
for Jesus. Then provide information from
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people‐cultures‐in‐the‐bible/jesus‐historical‐
jesus/why‐did‐the‐magi‐bring‐gold‐frankincense‐and‐myrrh/ .
2. As a class, discuss the findings.
3. In the small groups, discuss what might be an equivalent gift if Jesus was born today.
4. Have each group create a dramatization in which they present three different gifts to
Jesus, explaining the reason for each.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Invite the groups to present their dramatizations to the class. When all groups have presented
their dramatization, discuss the different choices.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
Invite the students to reflect on the following: Have you ever had to choose a gift for a new
baby? If so, what did you choose and why? If you have not had this experience, consider the
following: If you were attending a baby shower tomorrow, what would you bring? Why? Would
the gifts chosen (for either scenario) be different depending on the baby that you were giving
them to? Why/why not?
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Unit 3 Lesson 14
Role Model

The Word Made Flesh
(Advent)

Lesson Overview

Understanding Jesus as a role model for us and
how we are a role model for others.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
LS1.3: Identify those individuals in society
who exercise legitimate authority, who work
and care for the good of all people and
explain why their role is important for the
proper functioning of the human community.
[CCC nos. 1897‐1904];
Grade 5:
LS2.3: Apply the principle of solidarity to
global and/or local issues of injustice and
describe ways that students can become
involved in projects of “social charity”. [CCC
nos. 356‐384; 1928‐1933; 1391‐1401];

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE7b ‐accepts accountability for one’s own
actions;
CGE7e ‐witnesses Catholic social teaching by
promoting equality, democracy, and solidarity
for a just, peaceful and compassionate society;
The Catholic Social Teaching evident in this
lesson is:
Rights and Responsibilities

Grade 6:
LS2.3: Identify situations of injustice in
society, our country and the world which
oppose the virtue of human dignity and
fundamental human rights (e.g. the right to
life, liberty, religious freedom, food, shelter,
health care, education, and employment)
and use examples to describe social justice
which reflect the principle that “everyone
should look upon his neighbour (without any
exception) as ‘another self’”. [CCC nos. 356‐
384; 1928‐1933; 1391‐1401]
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Family Life:
A2.5: Recognize and appreciate that people,
both living and dead, can have a lasting
positive influence on others.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Sacred Scripture reveals the transcendent dignity of the human person, their equality and
diversity of being and the desire of God for human solidarity (i.e. justice, peace and harmony
within the human community).
 How is Jesus a model for us to live out our lives?
 How do Pope Francis’ actions support the desire of God for human solidarity?
Scripture Passages:
1 John 4:9; Luke 1:13, 26‐40; Isaiah 40:3‐5

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Recognize and explain how Jesus is a model for us.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant
aspects of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in
relation to curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Role‐model

Materials:
Chart Paper (optional)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Read the scripture passage (1 John 4:9) as a class.
Discuss why God sent Jesus to Earth. Is Jesus an example for us? Why live like Jesus? Is He a
role‐model? If we live like Jesus, does that make each of us role‐models for others? (Highlight
Jesus’ emphasis on social justice: how he associated with all types of people – the sick, the
poor, those despised and rejected by the rest of society, how he treated all people with dignity
and respect, how he loved everyone for who they were – children of God, how he was not
afraid to stand up for what was right and just).
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Instruct the students: Close your eyes and think about ways in which you are a model for
others. Inform them to keep these thoughts in their mind as they will be using them to reflect
later in the lesson.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided è independent)

1. Introduce Pope Francis as an individual who is concerned with poverty, and who has
reached out to the poor throughout his papacy. Some examples include celebrating Mass
and sharing meals with the poor, installing showers and washrooms for the poor in the
Vatican.
Share the following words from Pope Francis on how chose his name:
“I will tell you the story. During the election, I was seated next to the Archbishop Emeritus
of São Paolo and Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for the Clergy, Cardinal Cláudio
Hummes — a good friend, a good friend! When things were looking dangerous, he
encouraged me. And when the votes reached two‐thirds, there was the usual applause,
because the Pope had been elected. And he gave me a hug and a kiss, and said, “Don’t
forget the poor!” And those words came to me: the poor, the poor. Then, right away,
thinking of the poor, I thought of Francis of Assisi.”
Excerpt from Alexander Stille, The New Yorker, March 19, 2013

2. Discuss:
 Why do you think it is important for Pope Francis to act upon social justice and not just
preach about it?
 How are Pope Francis’ actions similar to those of Jesus?
 How has Pope Francis inspired you to reach out to those in need?
3. Invite students to respond to the following statement through a reflection or journal entry:
These are the ways in which I am a positive role‐model to others…

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

1. Invite students to share one way in which they are a positive role‐model to others. Display
the responses in the class for all to see.
2. Conclude the lesson in prayer:
Dear Jesus,
Help me to remember why you came to Earth.
Let me say “Yes”, like Mary.
Encourage me to continue to reflect on your life, so that I will see you as my ultimate role‐
model.
Let me be a positive role‐model for others, to continue in your footsteps.
This is my gift to you.
Amen
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Unit 4 Lesson 1
Make A Difference! Prayer Service
Lesson Overview:
‘Make A Difference!’ opening prayer service
acknowledges the difference we all make in
each other’s life by celebrating our uniqueness,
talents, and special gifts through praise,
thanksgiving, and worship.
Duration: 40‐50 minute reflective moment
prepares students for Social Justice journey.

People Who Make A
Difference!

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 4: PR2.2 Describe the various forms of
prayer used within Catholic Teaching and state
how each form used within the Liturgy serves
to deepen our relationship with God.
Grade 6: PR2.2 Identify and demonstrate how
the Liturgy of the Word can become a source
of meditation and prayer with scripture which
assists us in living the Christian life.

Solidarity
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Reflective and Creative Thinker
A Discerning Believer

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Prayer has many forms and expressions found in Scripture – blessing, intercession, thanksgiving,
praise, vocal.
“Through love, how are you called to make a difference in the life of another? What gifts have
you been blessed with? Which talents are you thankful for?”
Scripture Passages:
1 John 4:7 “Beloved, let us love one another because love comes from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love.”

1
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Describe prayerful expressions of thanksgiving, praise, and blessing found in Liturgy
through Scripture passages.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Beloved – a person who is
loved very much

Materials:
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCtVlNcmCgw
Kid President & Grover Pep Talk on Making a Difference
2. Copies of Making A Difference! Prayer Service
(Appendix A) (Highlight the sections you wish students
to read prior to this session. Set up video of closing song
or prepare an alternative.)
3. Copies of God’s Love Letter to the World (Appendix B)

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Show the Kid President Pep Talk to students to hook them on ‘making a difference’.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCtVlNcmCgw
Teacher Voice:
“How have you made a difference in someone’s life by showing them love? Did you make a
difference by remembering to say two very powerful words – THANK YOU! – or did you use three
extraordinary words – I LOVE YOU? Take a minute to close your eyes and reflect on when you last
made a difference in the life of one of God’s Children. In a moment I will ask you to open your
eyes. At that time, I invite you to share your ‘making a difference’.”
(Turn off the class lights and allow a minute or two for students to self‐reflect before inviting
them to share. Teacher may wish to model a ‘making a difference’ moment first. If other adults
are present in the classroom, they may also wish to model before students begin sharing).
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ACTION (30 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Teacher Voice:
“Thank you for sharing your wonderful ‘making a difference’ stories. We are going to celebrate
the differences that we make through a special prayer service created for this session. If there is
someone special in your life that makes a difference in who you are, keep their name or names in
your heart throughout this prayer service. Please be respectful of the readers and join together
when the word ALL appears.”
Distribute or project Make A Difference! prayer service (Appendix A). Pray together.
Teacher Voice:
“Blessed Mother Teresa made a huge difference in the life of many individuals. We will learn
more about her in the coming days. One quote from Blessed Mother Teresa that is very popular
is … ‘I am a little pencil in the hand of a writing God who is sending a love letter to the world.’
I wonder what God would say in a love letter to the world?”
(Collectively brainstorm ideas that might appear on God’s Love Letter – concern for Mother
Earth, stewardship, unconditional love, forgiveness, the poor, Golden Rule, peace, joy, serving)
“You are God’s pencil. God is inviting YOU to write God’s love letter to the world.”
Distribute God’s Love Letter to the World (Appendix B)

CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Exit Card
Through love, how are you called to make a difference in the life of another? What gifts have you
been blessed with? Which talents are you thankful for?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Students are invited to share the reading of their love letter with the class.
2. Create a Making A Difference! Bulletin Board to display upcoming activities, including
God’s Love Letter to the World
3. Student’s take Love Letter home to read to parent. Parents are invited to take on the role
of The World and in one sentence, reply to God’s letter.
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Make A Difference! Prayer Service

page 1

Opening Prayer
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Leader: Loving God, you call us to love one another. Your love for us is without conditions. You focus on
our strengths and our abilities. Empower us to share our love willingly with others so that we may grow
stronger in faith and service to you. Equip us with the spiritual tools we will need in order to make a
difference to self and others. We ask this through Christ, our Brother, and our Lord. Amen

Scripture Reading

(1 John 4:7‐11)

A reading from the first letter of John.
Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among
us in this way; God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loves us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Prayer of the Faithful
The response is:
Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
Voice 1: We pray for the gift and talents of others. May these gifts and talents be used to do
justice, love tenderly, and walk humbly among God’s precious children.
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
Voice 2: We pray for the gift of communication. May this gift be effective in using both words
and actions to make a positive difference in the life of God’s precious children.
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
Voice 3: We pray for the gift of collaboration. May a sense of belonging to our Christian family
remind us that we are connected through one heart, one mind, one love.
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
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Voice 4: We pray for the gift of wisdom. May the knowledge that all of God’s children are born
to be free allow us to stand up for needs of others.
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
Voice 5: We pray for the gift of courage. May the tenderness of our heart have the courage to
reach out to others in their time of need.
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
Voice 6: We pray for the gift of patience. May our listening ears hear a friend who is in need of
our patience.
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.
Voice 7: We pray for the celebration of life. May we never take for granted that all life on
Mother Earth is precious and deserves respect, dignity, and care.
*Students please add any personal intentions*
ALL: Happy are God’s Children who make a positive difference in the life of God’s people.

Closing Prayer
Leader: Loving God,
Thank you for always being with us both in our time of need and in our time of celebration.
Thank you for guiding us as we step forward in your love to make a difference in the lives of so many of
your people.
Thank you for giving us the gifts, blessings, and talents we need in order to make a difference to others.
Thank you for wrapping us in your unconditional love so that we may love others unconditionally.
Thank you for allowing us to share your fruits, joy, and peace with everyone.
Thank you for giving us the sacrifice of your Son to light our path.
We give all praise and glory through the One who came to serve, your Son, Christ our Lord.
ALL: Amen

Final Blessing
Leader: Our final blessing can be found in 2 Samuel 22:33. Let us all join together to read the
final blessing.
All: The God who has girded me with strength has opened wide my path.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Optional Closing Song: Beautiful Child by Catherine Mackenroth (Song of Justice – YouTube)
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Dear World,
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Love,

God
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Unit 4 Lesson 2

Jesus Makes A Difference In Family

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview
Students develop a richer understanding on
the value of inviting Jesus into the larger family
unit for the betterment of the whole Christian
family and the Common Good.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4: LS1.3 Identify those individuals in
society who exercise legitimate authority, who
work and care for the good of all people and
explain why their role is important for the
proper functioning of the human community.
Grade 5: LS1.3 List ways the Church exercises
its authority both locally and globally through
loving service which witnesses to Christ.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Caring Family Member
A Collaborative Contributor
An Effective Communicator

Grade 6: LS1.3 Identify the areas of “personal
responsibility” that students assume in their
lives and connect this to the vocation to
participate in family, school, and parish.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Building responsibility and respect for self and society by recognizing that all authority first
comes from Christ, through the Church, for the good of all.
“Explain how Jesus plays a role of authority in bringing family units to work together for the
betterment of the whole Christian family. “
Scripture Passages:
Romans 12:9, 15‐16, 18
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. If it
1
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is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Explain how Jesus plays a role of authority in bringing family units to work together for
the betterment of the whole Christian family.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Social Justice – The virtue
(Justice) that invites
cooperation with others to
serve the common good.
Common Good – the
betterment of the whole
community.

Materials:
1. Anchor Charts of Terminology
2. Copies of Group 1‐3 handouts (See Appendix A)
3. Worksheet for Bumper Sticker activity (See
Appendix B)
4. Legal size (8.5” x 14”) paper strips cut in half
lengthwise to create Bumper Stickers
5. Colouring tools (markers, crayons)

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Arrange chairs for Circle (see Unit 1 lesson1).
Teacher Voice: “Yesterday we celebrated a prayer service in which we asked God to bless us
with wisdom, courage, patience, and celebration of life. Today we are going deeper in our
understanding of Social Justice by exploring how Jesus makes a difference through family. When
you hear the word FAMILY what thoughts come to your mind? Take a moment to quietly reflect.
(PAUSE)
When I think of the word family I think of different sizes and shapes. I also think of emotions
because families share a lot of different emotions together – joy, peace, chaos, tension and
everything in between. When I add Jesus to family, I have a role model – someone I can look up
to and interact with through prayerful meditation. We are going to share our idea of what family
means to each of us by traveling around the circle.” Students share.
“Thank you for sharing and for the respect you have shown toward the opinion of others. What
does family mean when we add the word Jesus? Jesus’ family? Jesus in our family? Jesus as a role
2
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of authority in the Christian Church family?” Students share.
The family community also has a different look and feel to it. Locally there are organizations that
reach out for the Common Good of all. What organizations in our local community help others
who are in need? (Students may volunteer examples such as Soup Kitchens, Food Banks, CWL,
Knights of Columbus) Responsibility belongs to each individual to work toward the Common
Good. On a global level, what organizations help people in need beyond our community?
(Students may volunteer answers such as Development and Peace, Red Cross, World Vision, etc.)
Thank you for sharing.”

ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Group Collaboration
Place students into working partners or groups of 3. Some groups will have the same handout as
other teams; however, their answers will be different.
Distribute handouts to each student. Brainstorming and collaboration of answers is encouraged
by all members of the team but each student should record their personal ‘thinking’.
*Differentiated instruction: Some students may use assistive technology or help from a scribe to
complete this task.
*Note: Be sensitive to those children who might not be connected to a Church family beyond the
Catholic school.
Each team will present their responses to the rest of the class.

CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

The Jesus Makes A Difference In Family BUMPER STICKER

(See Appendices A‐1 to A‐3)

Students receive a 4” x 14” piece of paper (bumper sticker). Create a bumper sticker that reflects
your family in relationship with Jesus. You may use 3 words that reflect your family values in
relation to Jesus as the role model of authority, connecting the larger Christian family together.
*Differentiated Instruction: Students may use technology to create a bumper sticker.
Examples
The McDonald Family
“Hooked On Jesus”

The Wright Family
“Christ‐like, Community, Church”

The Charette Family
“Courage, Caring, Compassionate”

The Oakes Family
“Walking With Jesus”

The Schroeder Family “Sharing His Spirit”

The Burger Family “Brave, Bold, Bible”
3
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CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Students are invited to ask family members (parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles) if they
belong to the Catholic Women’s League, the Knights of Columbus, or other volunteer
parish or community work. What responsibilities do they have connected to the
Common Good of society?
2. Invite a member of the Catholic Women’s League or Knights of Columbus to be a guest
speaker, to share their mission and how they make a difference for the local and/or
global community. (If you contact the office of your local parish they will provide you
with the contact names for the President of each of these organizations)
3. Plan a class or school wide Food Drive or another action to make a difference in the
community.
4. Check out the “Scripture Food” associated with your grade in the “Who I AM” resource at
www.eoccc.org
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Group 1
There are many individuals in our community who work & care for the
good of all people. They are active members of our family community.
Think of individuals within the school community; within the
neighborhood; within the town/city who volunteer their time, their
talent or are employed to care for others.
1. Who are these individuals?

2. Why is their role important for the proper functioning of the
human community?

3. How do we see Jesus in the eyes of these individuals?

4. When do these individuals make a difference in relation to the
Common Good?

5. We all make a difference. Where do you make a difference in your
‘family’ community?
5
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Appendix A‐2

Group 2
There are many individuals in our CHURCH family who work & care for
the good of all people. Think of the ways our CHURCH makes a
difference in our local community and in the world wide community.
1. Who are the individuals within a CHURCH that make a difference
by helping to form the spirit of a ‘family’?

2. Why is their role, within the CHURCH, important for the proper
functioning of the local community?

3. How do we see Jesus in the eyes of these individuals?

4. When do members of the CHURCH, make a difference in relation
to the Common Good?

5. We all make a difference. Where do you make a difference in your
CHURCH family?
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Group 3
There are YOUTH in our community who work & care for the good of
others. They are responsible young members of our family community.
Think of youth within your family; school; parish; who volunteer their
time or are employed to care for others.
1. Who are these YOUTH & what responsibilities do they have?

2. Why is their role important for the proper functioning of the
human community?

3. How do we see Jesus in the eyes of the YOUTH?

4. When do YOUTH make a difference in relation to the Common
Good?

5. By being responsible we all make a difference. Where does your
personal responsibility make a difference in your ‘family’
community (home, school, parish)?
7
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The Jesus Makes A Difference In Family BUMPER STICKER

Name ___________________

Materials:
1. Bumper sticker length of white paper
2. Colour tools – markers, crayons, pencils
3. Ruler
Directions:
1. Use your ruler to create a 1 cm border around the perimeter of the paper
2. Think of three words that reflect the values of your family relationship connected with Jesus.
These three words could describe how you live in relationship with Jesus.
3. Position your family name plus your three values on the bumper sticker
4. Be Creative
Examples:
The McDonald Family
“Hooked On Jesus”

The Wright Family
“Christ‐like, Community, Church”

The Charette Family
“Courage, Caring, Compassion”

The Oakes Family
“Walking With Jesus”

The Schroeder Family “Sharing His Spirit”

The Burger Family “Brave, Bold, Bible”

Jesus Makes A Difference In Family BUMPER STICKER
Assessment Checklist
__ Student used a ruler to create a 1 cm border around the Bumper Sticker
___ Student used three words that are reflective of values connecting family and Jesus
___ Student used creativity and colour to sell the message printed on the Bumper Sticker
___ Student confirmed spelling and word meanings before creating Bumper Sticker

Feedback (strengths):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Feed‐forward (next steps):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 4 Lesson 3
Make A Difference! Through Friendship

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview:
‘Make A Difference!’ acquires awareness that
Social Justice is FRIENDSHIP based in order to
cultivate positive, healthy, Christ‐centered
relationships with all.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4: LS3.3 Suggest ways Christians can
help people of other faiths to come to know
Jesus…through acceptance and friendship.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A discerning believer formed in the Catholic
faith community
An effective communicator
A reflective, creative, holistic thinker

Grade 6: LS3.3 Provide examples of how we
can show respect for people from diverse
religious backgrounds.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Jesus’ life and ministry was universal, it included outreach to believers and non‐believers.
“How can Christ‐centered friendship bring solidarity to Christian believers and non‐believers?”
Scripture Passages:
Sirach 6:14‐16
“Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter: whoever finds one has found a treasure. Faithful friends are
beyond price; no amount can balance their worth. Faithful friends are life‐saving medicine; and
those who fear the Lord will find them.”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
Explain how Christ‐centered friendships, through Social Justice, unite Christian believers and
non‐believers in solidarity.
1
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Social Justice
Common Good
Inclusion
(refer to previous anchor
chart)

Materials:
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU
Kid President – How to Change the World
2. Make A Difference! Song (See Appendix A)
3. Make A Difference! Inclusion Activity (See Appendix B)
4. White LEGAL sized paper for students
5. Music (recommended Youtube selection…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOCJAVlESEo
“Friends” by Michael W. Smith

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Use the Kid President video “How to Change the World” to hook students into learning how they
can make a difference. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU
Distribute or project Make A Difference! Song (Appendix A)
Teacher Voice: “Social Justice is a way for us to live our life Christ‐centered. Are you familiar with
the song ‘She’ll be coming round the mountain’? Today’s activity will begin with a Christ‐centered
Social Justice version of that song.”
1. READ the words together.
2. ASK students to share what they have learnt about Social Justice.
3. SING the song together.
4. ASK the students how they have made a difference through Common Good.
Large Group Reflection: “Do you agree with the message within the song? What part of the song
do you connect with? If you could change one line of the song, what would you change?”

ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute the white paper to students. They are instructed to use a pencil for this task.
Teacher Voice: “The first part of this activity has a listening component. I ask that you listen and
follow the instructions that I ask of you. Thank you.”
Follow the instructions on Make A Difference! Inclusion Activity (Appendix B).
Music selection recommended.
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CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Option 1
“Working with a partner, you are invited to create one stanza of your own song to the tune of
“She’ll Be Coming Around The Mountain”. Be creative. Your choice of message is:
1. Social Justice
2. Common Good
3. Inclusion of all God’s people
Be prepared to share with the class. We will sing the entire song as if it was created to unite
others through God’s acceptance of all of us.”
Allow time for students to present their tune or continue at a later time.
Video tape partner presentation for Assessment purposes.
Option 2
Exit Card
How can Christ‐centered friendship bring solidarity to Christian believers and non‐believers?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Students reflect on one or more of the following questions in their prayer journal.
a. Why does God call us to love and be in friendship with everyone?
b. As Christ‐centered faith followers, how do we treat people that we don’t get along
with?
c. What is the most important quality you look for in a friend?
d. How is your friendship with Jesus similar to your friendship with others?
2. Teacher type all the stanzas to create one song. Students can then take home and share
with their family.
3. Invite Principal / Vice Principal to listen to class version of song. Video tape /record.
4. If your class is buddied with Reading Buddies, teach the younger students the new tune.
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Make A Difference – Social Justice Song
(Tune: “She’ll Be Coming Around The Mountain”)
Written by Jody Anne McDonald OCT

Social Justice ‐ Jesus calls of me
Follow Him with responsibility
When we love Him everyday
He is happy with our ways
Social Justice ‐ Jesus calls of me

Common Good is the way for you and me
Betterment of community, you see
When we love, He is proud
Our actions speak so loud
Common Good is the way for you and me

Inclusion is like the A, B, C’s
We are all God’s Children, you and me
We are sisters, we are brothers
We are peaceful to each other
Inclusion is like the A, B, C’s
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Make A Difference! Inclusive Activity
Students are asked to listen and follow the instructions exactly as stated.
1. On paper, draw two large ‘stick people’ – one on the left hand side and the other on the right hand
side. Your choice whether they are boys or girls.
2. Above the stick person on the RIGHT hand side, draw a cross.
3. In the hand of this stick person (RIGHT) draw a rosary.
4. On the same stick person, make a heart shape where you think the heart should be placed.
5. Don’t let your stick people float in the air… create grass for them to stand on.
6. Over the stick figure on the LEFT, draw a happy face sun.
7. Over the other stick figure, draw 3 DOVES (birds).
8. On the RIGHT side, draw a church with a steeple. On the opposite side of the page draw a house.
9. PENCILS down. Stop working.
10. Listen to the next set of instructions. In a moment I will invite you to take another writing tool – it
could be a crayon, pencil, marker, etc. – your choice. Then I will ask you to stand up beside your
desk. You will quietly walk to the desk closest to you and you will add DETAILS to their picture. While
this is happening, music is playing in the background. Once the music stops – YOU STOP ADDING
DETAILS. You will wait for the music to start up again AND YOU WILL MOVE TO THE NEXT DESK TO
ADD DETAILS TO THAT PICTURE. When I ask you to return to your seat, you will do so quietly.
QUESTIONS?
You continue starting and stopping the music. Allow the music / movement to take place for the duration
of the song before asking students to return to their seat. Once they are settled back…
11. Details have been added to your picture that weren’t previously there. I invite you to erase the
marks that were added so that your picture returns to its original state.
Comments will likely be ‐ “I can’t do this…marker won’t erase…he ruined my picture…I don’t like what
they did to my picture.” – allow students to grumble. Be aware that there is potential for negative
feelings that should be addressed to maintain healthy relationships in the classroom.
The goal is to stretch students thinking to see that the power of our words used against Christian
believers and non‐believers leave marks that can never be erased. Guide them to that realization if they
don’t start to see it. This is a very powerful visual that can be empowering for students to understand we
are one. “How does this picture reflection relationships between Christian believers and non‐believers?”
Sometimes the power of words is good – affirmation, acceptance, love – acts of kindness to others are
represented through the DETAILS that enhanced the student’s pictures. Sometimes the words are painful
– insults, judgement, and anger – these actions to others are represented through the DETAILS that
added chaos to the picture and can never be erased – their mark is permanent. This can be a very
powerful activity of awareness to inclusion of others beliefs, faith, opinions, and traditions.
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Unit 4 Lesson 4

Martin Luther King & God’s Dream
Lesson Overview:
Jesus, Martin Luther King, Archbishop Tutu are
men who ‘Make A Difference!’ through Social
Justice actions. Reviewing their life
accomplishments and scripture passages,
dehumanization and social structure issues are
examined.
Duration: 40 minutes

People Who Make A
Difference!

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 4: LS2.1 Identify the image of human
being.

Call to Family, Community, Participation
Solidarity
Rights and Responsibilities

Grade 5: LS2.1 Identify and summarize what
Jesus reveals about the judgement of God
concerning the human dignity of others.
Grade 6: LS2.1 Identify and examine events
from Jesus’ life and his ministry when he
challenged dehumanizing situations and social
structures.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
An Effective Communicator
A Discerning Believer
A Reflective and Creative Thinker

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person
is the foundation of a moral vision for society.
“How do scripture passages bring light to situations of dehumanization of dignity and social
structure? What is God’s call of response from His children?”
Scripture Passages:
John 4:1‐42
Matthew 25:31‐46

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3

1 Corinthians 12:4‐13
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


Explain “How do scripture passages bring light to situations of dehumanization of dignity
and social structure? What is God’s call of response from His children?”

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Dreams –
1. usually involves images
occurring in a person’s mind
during sleep
OR
2. contemplating the idea of
doing something OR
3. inspiration / motivation

Materials:
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIUOdrWl‐ts
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

Kid President ‐ Dreams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdTpU5WZHHM
I Have a Dream – Martin Luther King Jr.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xXZhXTFWnE
Kid President ‐ Martin Luther King
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMXULIYojHk
God’s Dream by Archbishop Desmond Tutu (or picture book
of the same title published by Candlewick)
Scripture Passage handouts (See Appendices)
Sticky notes

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1. Hook students on learning by viewing Kid President Youtube on DREAMS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIUOdrWl‐ts
2. Share a quick video of Martin Luther King Jr. famous speech “I have a dream”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdTpU5WZHHM
3. As a whole class discuss the power of dreams.
How do our dreams align with God’s dream for His children?

ACTION (30 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute sticky notes to students
Teacher Voice:
“In Martin Luther King’s famous speech, he said he had a dream that white and black children would one
day walk hand in hand and that one day sons of former slaves and sons of former slave‐owners would be
able to agree to live together.
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The year was 1963.
Discuss as a whole class:
1. Why was this speech important?
2. Is there evidence of God in this speech? Explain.
3. How is God’s dream similar or different to Martin Luther King’s?
Teacher Voice:
“Forty‐five years after Martin Luther King’s speech, an Anglican Archbishop named Desmond
Tutu wrote a book titled God’s Dream. Listen to see if Martin Luther King’s dream and God’s
Dream are similar. Use your sticky note to record your thoughts. We will discuss our ideas after
the reading.”
Use the text God’s Dream by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, if available, or the reading of the text at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMXULIYojHk

Group Work:
Divide students into small groups of 2 or 3. Each group will need bibles.
Teacher Voice:
“Over 2000 years ago Jesus showed us that he challenged dehumanizing situations and social
structures. We learn and lean on the bible for direction even in modern times. With your bibles
as your tour guide, you will read the scripture passage assigned to your group. Answer the
questions that follow. Be prepared to present your thinking.”
Allow time for students to present work.
*NOTE: Although the focus in this lesson is on men who made a difference, female role models are
featured in future lessons.

CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Hook students with Kid President’s talk about Martin Luther King
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xXZhXTFWnE

Exit Card
“How do scripture passages help you understand situations of dehumanization of dignity and
social structure? What is God’s call of response from His children?”

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. I Have a Dream, Scholastic Press. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
2. DRAMA ‐ Work in small groups of three. One member will take on the role of Martin
Luther King, another person will be God, and the last member will be the interviewer.
You are limited to 10 questions/answers and they must be based on this lesson.
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Appendix A

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

Gospel of John 4: 1‐42

The theme of this scripture passage is love and acceptance.
1. Why would love be an important virtue to focus on?
___________________________________________________________________
2. Where is there evidence within the scripture passage that demonstrates
acceptance? ___________________________________________________
3. How does acceptance feel to youth in today’s society?
___________________________________________________________________
4. What image of the human person does this scripture passage infer?
___________________________________________________________________
5. How is human dignity achieved in this story?
___________________________________________________________________
6. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt that you weren’t
accepted? If so, to whom did you turn for support?
___________________________________________________________________
7. If you could ask God one question about human dignity or respect toward
others, what would your question be?
___________________________________________________________________
8. How would God answer your question?
___________________________________________________________________
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Appendix B

The Judgement of the Nations
Matthew 25: 31‐46
The theme of this scripture passage is love by reaching out to those in need.
1. Why would love be an important virtue to focus on when serving those in
need?
___________________________________________________________________
2. Where is there evidence within the scripture passage that demonstrates
love? ___________________________________________________
3. How does unconditional love feel to youth in today’s society?
___________________________________________________________________
4. What image of the human person does this scripture passage infer?
___________________________________________________________________
5. Is human dignity achieved in this story? If so, how?
___________________________________________________________________
6. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt that you were judged
unfairly? If so, to whom did you turn for support?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
7. If you could ask God one question about human dignity or respect toward
others, what would your question be?
___________________________________________________________________
8. How would God answer your question?
___________________________________________________________________
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Appendix C

Creation

Genesis 1:1 – 2:3

The theme to this scripture passage is love from God our Father to all of creation.
1. Why would love be an important virtue to focus on?
___________________________________________________________________
2. Where is there evidence within the scripture passage that demonstrates
love from Father to children? _____________________________________
3. How does God feel about youth in today’s society? How do you know?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
4. What image of the human person does this scripture passage infer?
___________________________________________________________________
5. How is human dignity achieved in this story?
___________________________________________________________________
6. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt that you weren’t accepted
for the way God created you? If so, to whom did you turn for support?
___________________________________________________________________
7. If you could ask God one question about human dignity or respect toward
others, what would your question be?
___________________________________________________________________
8. How would God answer your question?
___________________________________________________________________
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Appendix D

Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12: 4 – 13
The theme of this scripture passage is love of self through recognition of gifts you
have been blessed with.
1. Why would love be an important virtue to focus on?
___________________________________________________________________
2. Where is there evidence within the scripture passage that demonstrates
blessing of gifts? _______________________________________________
3. What ‘gifts of the Holy Spirit’ do youth in today’s society hunger for?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
4. What image of the human person does this scripture passage infer?
___________________________________________________________________
5. How is human dignity achieved in this story?
___________________________________________________________________
6. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt that you weren’t accepted
because of the talents you have? If so, to whom did you turn for support?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
7. If you could ask God one question about human dignity or respect toward
others, what would your question be?
___________________________________________________________________
8. How would God answer your question?
___________________________________________________________________
7
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 4, Lesson 4

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 4
People Who Make A Difference!
Lesson 5
Make A Difference! Poetry

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 4 Lesson 5

Make A Difference! Poetry

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview:
A rich understanding of how God uses poetry
to speak to His children. Poetry offers positive
encouragement toward a ‘Make A Difference!’
in self and others’ attitude.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 4: ML2.4 Identify times when we might
hear God speaking to us; giving us instructions
to help us “do what is good and avoid what is
evil”; and link this to the work of our
conscience through which God/the Holy Spirit
inspires us to do the good.
Grade 5: ML2.2 Distinguish between a morally
good act and a morally evil act and describe
the positive or negative effect that our
passions can have.

A Discerning believer
A reflective, creative and holistic thinker
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Reflective and Creative Thinker
A Caring Family Member
An Effective Communicator

Grade 6: ML3.2 With reference to Catholic
moral teaching, identify the characteristics of
holiness and what is necessary if individuals
are to “be holy” as Jesus is holy.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Through our conscience we discover God’s truth for our lives and are invited to follow the ‘voice
of God’.
“How can I be a caring, compassionate Christ‐like individual who fulfills God’s desire to live a
virtuous life of justice?”
Scripture Passage:
Exodus 3:14a “I AM WHO I AM”
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Understand that God’s voice has the potential to speak to us through poetry in order to
share the moral truth and the moral good with His Children, thus allowing His Son to
shine light on how to live a holy life.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Rhyming Couplets – compare
opposite ideas

Materials:
1. Copies of IF: A Father’s Advice to His Son by Rudyard
Kipling (See Appendix A)
2. http://www.slideshare.net/anion/ifa‐fathers‐advice‐to‐
his‐son (optional)
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tK4HDCIr_E8
(the reading of IF: A Father’s Advice to His Son)
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m78cSts3tJw (Joni
Mitchell’s lyrics)
5. Chart paper ‐ to write Consolidation reflective
questions.

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Teacher Voice:
“God can speak to us through different forms of communication. We can hear God’s voice in the
wisdom from a friend. We can understand God’s guidance through a parent’s concern and care.
Music can fill us with His mighty awe and wonder. The same effect can take place with poetry.
The inspirational poem IF appeared in 1902. It is a poem of rhyming couplets which means that
each pair of lines rhymes and has the same meter (number of beats). The poem is a comparison
of opposite ideas or actions. I invite you to close your eyes and relax. Enjoy the sound of poetry
being read to you. Challenge yourself to listen and hear God speak directly to YOU. I wonder,
what does God want you to hear?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tK4HDCIr_E8 The reading of IF: A Father’s Advice to His Son
by Rudyard Kipling
Inside‐Outside Circle Activity: Explain to the students that they will be doing an Inside‐Outside
Circle Activity. Split students into two groups. Half of them will form an inside circle facing
outwards and the other half will form the outside circle looking inwards (facing another student).
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Once you have asked the students a question they will answer to the individual facing them.
Students will exchange information. You will then ask them to rotate to the next partner (i.e.
Inside circle stay put – outside circle move two spaces to the left).
“What did God want you to hear through the reading of the IF poem?” (students rotate)
“What did the author want you to hear through the reading of the IF poem?” (students rotate)
“How might this poem make a difference in people?”

ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute the copies of {IF: A Father’s Advice to His Son poem} to students.
1. Teacher read the poem. Discuss the first selection.
2. Invite students to Choral Read the poem together.
(Choral reading is reading aloud in unison with a whole class or group of students. After
hearing the teacher read and discuss a selection, students reread the text together.
Choral reading helps build students' fluency, self‐confidence, vocabulary knowledge,
motivation, and enjoyment of literature. Reading and rereading shared texts may have
the additional benefit of building a sense of community in the classroom.)
3. Instruct students to highlight the line(s) that speak to their heart or have the most
meaning for them.
4. Teacher will re‐read the poem BUT students will join in reading when the teacher is at
their highlighted section.
Teacher Voice:
“We are going to listen to this poem put to music. A famous musician named Joni Mitchell
recorded this poem as a song. Think about how the meaning may change when played with
music.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m78cSts3tJw
“Could you hear the voice of God better when the poem became a song or did the poem speak to
you in its original form? Turn and share your answer with your elbow partner. (allow time) Stand
up if you felt the voice of God was ‘louder’ in the original version. Explain why.” (allow time for
student voice) Stand up if you felt God’s voice was ‘louder’ in the music version. Why?”
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CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Teacher Voice:
“In your prayer journal (or EXIT CARD), answer two of the following questions.
1. Identify a time when we might hear God speaking to us. Why would God want to speak
to us?
2. God calls us to be morally good in our actions. The poem IF shares a Father’s advice on
how to do so. Identify one section of the poem that you can connect with and explain
how it speaks to the morally good actions you are called to live.
3. Catholic moral teaching speaks to us about living holy as Jesus was holy. Find 3 pieces of
evidence within the poem ’IF’ that support a ‘holy’ attitude. Explain your thinking.
4. Do you think the poem ‘IF’ is moral advice God would have given Jesus? Explain.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Students are invited to find God’s voice in their favourite song. Students can bring in the
lyrics and music in order to share/explain to the class why / how they hear God’s voice.
2.

Video the choral reading of IF for the next school assembly presentation.

3. Students can create a VENN Diagram comparing the poem DESIDERATA with the poem IF.
4. Additional grade specific ideas are available in the resource “Who I AM” at
www.eoccc.org
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Appendix A

Rudyard Kipling

If: A Father's Advice to His Son

“If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise
If you can dream ‐ and not make dreams your master;
If you can think ‐ and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with worn‐out tools
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch‐and‐toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the will which says to them: 'Hold on!'
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings ‐ nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!”
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Unit 4 Lesson 6

One Hen Makes A Difference!

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview: Exploring the mentor text
One Hen by Katie Smith Milway for rich Higher
Order Thinking in connection to a Christ‐like
attitude for Social Justice.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4: LS2.2 Articulate the three essential
elements which promote the common good.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
Solidarity

Grade 5: LS2.2 Apply the principle of solidarity
to global/local issues of injustice.
Grade 6: LS2.2 Describe the forms of solidarity
which can effectively address socio‐economic
problems.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Collaborative Contributor
A Reflective and Creative Thinker

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Articulate how the essential elements which promote the common good are also essential
elements for solidarity in facing socio‐economic problems.
“How do the rights of the person, development of the spiritual goods of society, and the security
of society blend in harmony to create healing in social justice issues?”
Scripture Passages:
Galatians 3:28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
Explain how the rights of the person, development of the spiritual goods of society, and the
security of society blend in harmony to create healing in social justice issues.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Microfinance

Materials:
1. One Hen mentor text by Katie Smith Milway
or YouTube connection:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-qMKtXxt62E
2. Sticky notes
3. His House, My House, Kojo’s House (See Appendix A)
4. $50.00 and $20.00 (See Appendix B)
5. Chart paper to post Consolidation questions for easy
reference

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

For TEACHER only – Prior to class, you may choose to view this quick summary of One Hen by
Katie Smith Milway https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHUvY9klxJQ
Teacher Voice:
“Share a time that you know of, when one hen has made a difference in solving Social Justice
issues or Common Good concerns for individuals? Is it possible for one hen to make a
difference?”
Distribute God’s House, My House, Kojo’s House (Appendix A) to students and invite them to
answer question 1.
Share the Read A Loud of One Hen by Katie Smith Milway found on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐qMKtXxt62E (or read the text aloud)

ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

One small hen made a huge difference to the life of so many individuals. One small loan built an
independent community rich in dignity and respect.
1. Distribute Sticky notes to students.
2. Invite students to record a way that they can make a difference in their own community.
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3. Invite students to place their post it on blackboard/whiteboard when they have finished.
As each student is called up to place their post it, have the student read their idea for
classmates to hear.
4. Encourage students to group similar ideas together for an effective visual.
5. Is there a common chain of ideas?
Reflect: Before hearing the story One Hen, did you believe you could make a difference in your
community? Discuss as a whole class.
Allow students time to complete the rest of the handout independently.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may benefit from the use of assistive technology or a scribe.

CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Option 1
Distribute Appendix B
Teacher Voice:
“I am giving each of you a small gift of money. It is a fifty dollar bill and a twenty dollar bill.
1. On the back of the fifty dollar bill you are to write how you would use this money, for the
Common Good, to help heal a Social Justice issue. Reflect on Kojo’s actions – it only took
a small loan for Kojo to make a big difference. Use your money wisely.
2. On the back of the twenty dollar bill, explain how the rights of the person, growth of
spiritual goods in society, and the security of society blend together to create healing in
social justice issues.”
Option 2
Exit Card question:
“How do the rights of the person, development of the spiritual goods of society, and the security
of society blend in harmony to create healing in social justice issues?”

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Great Math Lesson on “A History of Microfinance” with Muhammad Yunus on Ted Talk
(24 minutes)
2. Students can research / inquiry 2006 Nobel Peace Prize winner Muhammad Yunus and
how he made a difference in life of many individuals.
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Appendix A

God’s House, My House, Kojo’s House
One Hen by Katie Smith Milway
Prior to the reading of One Hen:
1. List 3 ways it would be possible for one hen to make a difference in the world.
a. ____________________________________________________________
b. ____________________________________________________________
c. ____________________________________________________________
After the reading of One Hen:
2. List the problems that occurred in the beginning, middle, and end of the story. How did
each problem get resolved?
Beginning

Middle

End

3. Who helps you when you most need it? How?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain the most recent time that God helped you.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5. How does the story One Hen fit in with Social Justice and the Common Good?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. Pick two homes from the 3: God’s House, My House, Kojo’s House. On the back of this
page compare and contrast the homes using a VENN Diagram.
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Unit 4 Lesson 7

People Who Make A Difference!

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview:
The value of the Ten Commandments in living a
Christian moral life through the lenses of
people who Make a Difference! with Social
Justice issues.
Duration: 40 minutes

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

Religious Education:
Grade 4: ML1.3 Identify efforts being made by
your family, school, Church to live according to
the Ten Commandments.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity
Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Grade 5: ML1.3 Identify the ways we are called
to live the New Commandment in the choices
we make, in relationship with God & others.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Caring Family Member
A Reflective and Creative Thinker
A Collaborative Contributor

Grade 6: ML1.3 Articulate the Church’s
teaching concerning the Forth & Fifth
Commandments & apply to the moral issues
facing society.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The human person who is made in the ‘image of God’ is called to live and act in ways that reflect
human dignity.
“Explain how living the New Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also
affects moral issues facing society.”
Scripture Passages:
John 13:34
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another.”
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


Explain how living the New Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also
affects moral issues facing society.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
New Commandment
Ten Commandments
Morals
Grace

Materials:
1. Change for a dollar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DXL9vIUbWg
2. Bibles
3. People Who Make a Difference! New Commandment
(See Appendices A through I)
4. People Who Make a Difference! New Commandment
Rubric (See Appendix J)

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Teacher Voice:
“In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives us a new commandment. Please open your bibles and turn to
John 13:34 and read along with me. ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.’
What challenges does this new commandment present?” (whole class discussion)
“You will be watching a YouTube video called CHANGE FOR A DOLLAR. Find evidence of the New
Commandment within this movie.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9DXL9vIUbWg
“Share with your elbow partner, a moment in the movie that ‘lived’ the new commandment.”

2
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 4, Lesson 7

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
ACTION (30 minute sessions / 2 days)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Group students into teams of 2 or 3.
Teacher Voice:
“Living the new commandment affects the moral choices we make. Our moral choices affect the
moral health of our community. Living the new commandment strengthens our relationship with
God. The new commandment is our calling – a gift from God.”
“Each team will receive an inquiry / research assignment plus the rubric assessment sheet. 21st
Century skills are required for completing this assignment – collaborate, communicate, critical
thinking, creativity.”
Distribute People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment (Appendix A)
Allow remainder of the class period to complete the assignment.
(Presentations will take place on the second day of the lesson.)

CONSOLIDATION (30 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Exit Card
“Explain how living the New Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects
moral issues facing society.”
(*NOTE: True/False Questions on assignment are both TRUE)

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Scarboro Missions sells a set of 32 Witness Posters featuring men and women who have been
outstanding witnesses to their beliefs and to the dignity of all creation. Comes with Teacher’s
Guide and Study Guide and is very reasonably priced. For information, visit:
http://www.scarboromissions.ca/product/witnesses‐posters?v=3e8d115eb4b3
*See Lesson 8

3
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 4, Lesson 7

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
Appendix A

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 1
1. Do morals change? Explain.
2. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
3. How are the new commandment and morals connected?
4. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
5. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

_____________

6. God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving others

New Commandment – John 13:34
Inquiry / Research
Nelson Mandela was born July 18, 1918. He was a great moral role model. He was a moral hero to many.
What qualities of character ethics did Nelson Mandela have that made him worthy in the eyes of many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Nelson Mandela quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix B

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 2
1. Do morals change? Explain.
2. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
3. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
4. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
5. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

_____________

6. God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

New Commandment – John 13:34
Inquiry / Research
Blessed Mother Teresa was born in 1910. She was a great moral role model. She was a moral hero.
What qualities of character ethics did Blessed Mother Teresa have that made her worthy in the eyes of
others?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Blessed Mother Teresa quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix C

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 3
1. Do morals change? Explain.
2. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
3. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
4. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
5. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

6.

God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

New Commandment – John 13:34
Inquiry / Research
Dorothy Day was born in 1897. She was a great moral role model. She was a moral hero to many.
What qualities of character ethics did Dorothy Day have that made her worthy in the eyes of many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Dorothy Day quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix D

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 4
7. Do morals change? Explain.
8. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
9. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
10. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
11. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

12.God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

Inquiry / Research
Jean Vanier was born in 1928. He is a great moral role model. He is a moral hero to many.
What qualities of character ethics does Jean Vanier have that make him worthy in the eyes of many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Jean Vanier quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix E

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 5
13. Do morals change? Explain.
14. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
15. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
16. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
17. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

18.God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

Inquiry / Research
Canadian Astronaut Chris Hadfield was born August 29, 1959. He is a great moral role model. He is a
moral hero to many.
What qualities of character ethics does Chris Hadfield have that make him worthy in the eyes of many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Chris Hadfield quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix F

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 6
19. Do morals change? Explain.
20. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
21. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
22. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
23. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

24.God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

Inquiry / Research
Malala Yousafzai was born July 12, 1997. She is a great moral role model. She is a moral hero to many.
What qualities of character ethics does Malala Yousafzai have that make her worthy in the eyes of
many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Malala Yousafzai quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix G

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 7
25. Do morals change? Explain.
26. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
27. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
28. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
29. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

30.God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

Inquiry / Research
Saint Pope John Paul II was born May 18, 1920. He was a great moral role model. He was a moral hero to
many.
What qualities of character ethics did Saint Pope John Paul II have that made him worthy in the eyes of
many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Saint Pope John Paul II quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix H

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 8
31. Do morals change? Explain.
32. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
33. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
34. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
35. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

36.God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

Inquiry / Research
Pope Francis was born in 1936. He is a great moral role model. He is a moral hero to many.
What qualities of character ethics does Pope Francis have that make him worthy in the eyes of many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Pope Francis quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society. Your
creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix I

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment
Team 9
1. Do morals change? Explain.
2. What does a moral person look like…sound like…act like?
3. How is the new commandment and morals connected?
4. Give an example of a moral action that affects society in a positive way.

True or False
5. When we live moral lives, we testify to the dignity we have been given by virtue of the fact that
we are created in God’s image.
________________

6.

God affirms our dignity by giving us free will.

_____________

Ten Commandments…Did you know?




Love of God – Love of Others
First three commandments relate to a loving God
Forth to Tenth commandments relate to loving Others

New Commandment – John 13:34
Inquiry / Research
Kid President – Robby Novak – was born in 2004. He is a great moral role model. He is a moral hero to
many.
What qualities of character ethics does Kid President, Robby Novak, have that makes him worthy in the
eyes of many?
How can these qualities be connected to your moral compass?
What Kid President quote reflects the new commandment?

Challenge
Your assignment is to be creative in displaying your understanding of how living the New
Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects moral issues facing society.
Your creativity can be shown through: a poster, moviemaker, power point, bitstrips instant comic, etc.
Discuss your presentation idea with your teacher. Collaborate with your team. Communicate effectively.
Use Critical Thinking skills to connect your learning back to your Success Criteria. God Bless!
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Appendix J

People Who Make A Difference! New Commandment Rubric
Level 4
Catholic Graduate
Expectation

Level 3

Level 2

Demonstrates thorough
understanding of CGE

Demonstrates
considerable
understanding of CGE

Demonstrates some
understanding of CGE

Student’s research
demonstrates thorough
knowledge and
understanding of the
New Commandment &
Moral development.

Student’s research
demonstrates
considerable
knowledge and
understanding of the
New Commandment &
Moral development

Student’s research
demonstrates some
knowledge and
understanding of the
New Commandment &
Moral development

Student’s inquiry
demonstrates the use
of critical / creative
thinking / processing
skills with a high degree
of effectiveness.

Student’s inquiry
demonstrates the use
of critical / creative
thinking / processing
skills with considerable
degree of effectiveness

Student’s inquiry
demonstrates the use
of critical / creative
thinking / processing
skills with some degree
of effectiveness

Student’s presentation
clearly expresses and
organizes ideas and
information with a high
degree of effectiveness.

Student’s presentation
clearly expresses and
organizes ideas and
information with
considerable degree of
effectiveness.

Student’s presentation
clearly expresses and
organizes ideas and
information with some
degree of effectiveness.

Student’s presentation
shows precise
connections between
New Commandment
and Morals with a high
degree of effectiveness.

Student’s presentation
shows precise
connections between
New Commandment
and Morals with
considerable degree of
effectiveness.

Student’s presentation
shows precise
connections between
New Commandment
and Morals with some
degree of effectiveness.

Caring Family Member
Collaborative
Contributor
Reflective Thinker
Knowledge &
Understanding
Subject specific (K)
Comprehension (U)

Thinking
The use of critical and
creative thinking skills /
processes.

Communication
Conveying meaning
through various forms

Application
The use of knowledge &
skills to make
connections between
New Commandment &
Morals.
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Unit 4 Lesson 8

People Who Make A Difference!
(Part 2)

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview:
The value of the Ten Commandments in living
a Christian moral life through the lenses of
people who ‘Make A Difference!’ with Social
Justice issues.
Duration: 40+ minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity
Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Grade 4: ML1.3 Identify efforts being made
by your family, school, Church to live
according to the Ten Commandments.
Grade 5: ML1.3 Identify the ways we are
called to live the New Commandment in the
choices we make, in relationship with God &
others.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Caring Family Member
A Reflective and Creative Thinker
A Collaborative Contributor

Grade 6: ML1.3 Articulate the Church’s
teaching concerning the Forth & Fifth
Commandments & apply to the moral issues
facing society

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The human person who is made in the ‘Image of God’ is called to live and act in ways that reflect
human dignity.
“Explain how living the New Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also affects
moral issues facing society.”
Scripture Passages:
John 13:34 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.”
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Explain how living the New Commandment not only affects the choices we make but also
affects moral issues facing society.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
New Commandment
Ten Commandments
Morals
Grace

Materials:
1. U2 video – Grace – YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAOn1PNAsCg
2. People Who Make a Difference! New Commandment
(From Lesson 7, Appendices A through I)
3. People Who Make a Difference! New Commandment
Rubric (From Lesson 7, Appendix J)
4. YouTube video “What if Jesus and Mary had

Facebook?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32Ka38YBMho

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Teacher Voice: “Who would like to remind us what the New Commandment is?”
“God speaks to us in the silence of the heart. Find evidence of the New Commandment in this
video about Blessed Mother Teresa – the song is by U2 – it is called GRACE.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAOn1PNAsCg

ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Teacher Voice:
“During yesterday’s work session, each of you received an Inquiry handout. Please continue to
work on your assignment. Remember to follow the rubric and 21st Century skills – collaborate,
communicate, critical thinking, creativity.
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CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Students present their assignments to class.
Use rubric provided in lesson 7 for assessment.
(NOTE: True/False Questions on assignment are both TRUE)
Close lesson with viewing of YouTube video “What if Jesus and Mary had Facebook?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32Ka38YBMho

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Students showcase their assignment to other classes.
2. The assignments can be made available for viewing during parent/teacher evenings,
Catholic Community Week, or other similar events.
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The Gift of Love

People Who Make A
Difference!

1 Corinthians 13
Lesson Overview:
Love is the element to effective outreach
through Social Justice initiatives and Common
Good practices.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, Participation
Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Grade 4: BL1:1 Identify the various forms of
literature found in the Bible and explain how
the literary form influences how we read and
interpret the bible.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer
An Effective Communicator
A Collaborative Contributor
A Reflective and Creative Thinker

Grade 6: BL1.1 Examine a selection of biblical
passages that reveal the link between sin,
grace, conversion, and mercy.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Faith, which is a gift from God, and reason, which is a human capacity, work together to reveal
Truth.
“How can scripture, like 1 Corinthians 13, help individuals understand the relationship between
sin, grace, mercy? “
Scripture Passages:
1 Corinthians 13
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



Identify various forms / genres of scripture literature and reveal the link between sin,
grace, conversion, and mercy in scripture.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Envious
Boastful
Arrogant
Rude
Sin, Grace, Mercy

Materials:
1. Bibles
2. People Who Make A Difference! Social Justice handout
(See Appendix A)
3. 8 x 14 poster paper
4. Chart paper
5. Markers, crayons, pencil crayons, rulers
6. A Letter to the Future, video by Kid President
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j393lNECNGw

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Students will need a bible for today’s session. This activity will be written in their prayer journal,
notebook, or on ‘pretty’ paper to be displayed.
Instructions:
1. Locate 1 Corinthians 13 in your bible (Read this passage as a whole class)
2. “This scripture passage is an example of a literary genre known as personal letter of
instruction. Why might that be? Turn to your elbow partner and share your answer.”
3. Through 1 Corinthians 13, what instruction is being given to the audience?
4. Write the scripture passage 1 Corinthians 13: 4 in your notes EXCEPT every time the word
LOVE appears you will write the name JESUS. (allow time)
“JESUS is patient; JESUS is kind; JESUS is not envious, or boastful, or arrogant or rude.”
5. What does the word envious mean? The word boastful? The word arrogant?
6. If you agree with the new JESUS statement, give me thumbs up. If you aren’t sure, give
me a thumb to the side.
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ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Partner students into groups of 2 or 3. Instruct students that their answers can be recorded in
their notebooks, chart paper, or prayer journals. Students are encouraged to manage their time
effectively and be prepared to present their group work the next session.
Distribute People Who Make A Difference! Social Justice handout (Appendix A) to students.
Review handout with students.
Circulate and assist as needed.

CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Bring the students back together as a large group. Time to settle and refocus. Remind students
that they will have tomorrow to reconnect with their assignment and present their work to the
class.
Close today’s session with a Kid President message on the power of Kindness.
A Letter to the Future by Kid President: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j393lNECNGw
Closing message… “Throw kindness around like confetti”

Exit Card – What form of literary genre is 1 Corinthians 13?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Challenge students: “Your homework for tonight is to ‘throw kindness around like
confetti’. Be prepared to share how you made a difference by being kind to someone in
your community.“
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People Who Make A Difference! Social Justice
Group 1 Reflection (please use complete sentences when answering)
1. What does it mean to be a Social Justice person?
2. What does it mean to have a heart that cares for the Common Good?
3. Who in your life have been strong role models who have helped shape your Social
Justice mindset?
4. What is exciting about having a Social Justice / Common Good attitude?
5. How can you be a person who makes a difference?
6. Why should we care?
Did you know…
When we live a life of J.O.Y. ‐ JESUS…OTHERS…YOU – we testify to the dignity that we are
created in God’s image.
1 Corinthians 13 is referred to as “The Gift of Love” scripture. It was written by Paul to the
people of Corinth. God calls us to live this way because that is the way that He lives. God has
already forgiven you – He doesn’t keep track of mistakes. His mercy + His Grace = His LOVE.
Read the following scripture passage…
1 Corinthians 13
1. How many times does the word LOVE appear in this scripture passage?
2. Why is the word LOVE an important element toward a Social Justice outreach?
3. When can we accomplish great times when LOVE is absent? Explain.
Your text message…
The Pope has sent YOU a personal text message. YOU have been hired to create a small poster
to promote LOVE & SOCIAL JUSTICE. He has asked that you:
1. Communicate clearly the message of Love and Social Justice
2. Creatively Collaborate your poster message
3. Incorporate verses from the scripture passage 1 Corinthians 13
4
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Unit 4 Lesson 10
The Gift of Love (part 2)

People Who Make A
Difference!

1 Corinthians 13
Lesson Overview:
Love is the element to effective outreach
through Social Justice initiatives and Common
Good practices.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity
Life and Dignity of the Human Person

Grade 4: BL1:1 Identify the various forms of
literature found in the Bible and explain how
the literary form influences how we read and
interpret the bible.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Reflective and Creative Thinker
A Discerning Believer

Grade 6: BL1.1 Examine a selection of biblical
passages that reveal the link between sin,
grace, conversion, and mercy.

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Faith, which is a gift from God, and reason, which is a human capacity, work together to reveal
Truth.
“How can scripture, like 1 Corinthians 13, help individuals understand the relationship between
sin, grace, mercy? “
Scripture Passages:
1 Corinthians 13

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


Identify various forms / genres of scripture literature and reveal the link between sin,
grace, conversion, and mercy in scripture.
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Envious
Boastful
Arrogant
Rude
Sin, Grace, Mercy

Materials:
1. Bibles
2. People Who Make A Difference! Social Justice handout
(From lesson 9, Appendix A)
3. poster paper (8” x 14” or larger)
4. Chart paper
5. Markers, crayons, pencil crayons, rulers
6. Shape Poem CROSS template (See Appendix B)
7. Kid President video, HEROES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgF1Enrgo2g

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Students will each need a bible for today’s session.
Instructions:
1. Locate 1 Corinthians 13 in your bible (again, read this passage as a whole class)
2. Distribute Shape Poem CROSS template (Appendix B)
3. Write the scripture passage 1 Corinthians 13: 4 around the shape of the cross as a
SHAPE POEM, EXCEPT every time the word LOVE appears you will substitute YOUR
NAME. (e.g., Jody is patient; Jody is kind; Jody is not envious, or boastful, or arrogant
or rude.)
*Differentiated Instruction: Students may use technology for this task.

ACTION (15 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Continued from yesterday…
Students continue to work in their groups of 2 or 3 on their People Who Make A Difference!
Social Justice handout (From lesson 9, Appendix A)
Remind students that their answers can be recorded in their notebooks, chart paper, or prayer
journals.
Circulate and assist as needed.
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CONSOLIDATION (15 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Allow time for students to present their group work/posters.
Kid President message HEROES https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgF1Enrgo2g
Closing message… “The world needs heroes and that hero could be YOU”
Exit Card
How can 1 Corinthians 13 “The Gift of Love” help individuals understand the relationship
between sin, grace, mercy?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Challenge students: “Continue to ‘throw kindness around like confetti’ from now until
the end of the month. Making a difference in the world means YOU need to be different.
Begin by being different through acts of gratitude. Spread gratitude through your words.
Track your ‘confetti’ by journaling who you share kindness or gratitude with and how
they responded to your words/actions. Be prepared to share how you made a
difference.”
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People Who Make A Difference! Shape Poem
Write the scripture passage 1 Corinthians 13: 4 as a SHAPE POEM. Every time the word LOVE appears
you will write YOUR NAME. Use the bible verse words to wrap around the shape of the cross.
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Unit 4 Lesson 12
We Made A Difference!
Prayer Service

People Who Make A
Difference!

Lesson Overview:
‘We Made A Difference!’ closing prayer service
acknowledges the difference we HAVE made in
each other’s life by modeling Jesus’
unconditional love for us.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Grade 4: PR1.1 Identify through examples of
scripture how Jesus hears our prayer and in
doing so allows us to increase in the virtues of
faith, hope, and love.
Grade 6: PR1.2 Identify real life situations of
injustice and develop intercessory prayers on
behalf of those in need.

Life and Dignity of the Human Person
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Reflective and Creative Thinker

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The life of prayer requires the development of habits which reflect the spirit and example of
Jesus’ life of prayer.
“Why does Jesus want us to ASK him to help increase our growth of faith, hope, and love? How
can you SEARCH for Jesus by bringing healing to issues of poverty, starvation, oppression,
prejudice, Mother Earth? When you KNOCK on Jesus’ door, what does he say to you?”
Scripture Passages:
Matthew 7: 7‐8
“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for
you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened.”
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Develop intercessory prayer reflective of the needs of individuals challenged with
poverty, starvation, oppression, prejudice.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Poverty – the state of being
extremely poor
Prejudice – preconceived
opinion that is not based on
reason
Oppression – unjust treatment
Starvation ‐ suffering caused
by hunger

Materials:
1. Copies of We Made A Difference! prayer service (See
Appendix B) Highlight the sections you wish students to
read prior to this session. Set up the video of ‘Seek Ye
First’ or another suitable song
2. Maranatha Singers ‘Seek Ye First’ YouTube video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HniSUB3Qh0
3. Copies of 5 Finger Prayer handout
4. Kid President PEP TALK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l‐gQLqv9f4o

MINDS ON (10 minutes)
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Teacher Voice:
“How can you make a difference in someone’s life through prayer? Open your hand up – fingers
spread apart – your hand reminds us that prayer always makes a difference in the life of others.
The 5 Finger Prayer is an inclusive prayer that teaches you to make a difference by thinking of
others. Follow the instructions on the top of the handout.”
Distribute 5 Finger Prayer handout (Appendix A). Students follow instructions. This reflective
activity will pull together all learning throughout PEOPLE MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

ACTION (20 minutes)
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Teacher Voice:
“We are going to celebrate the differences that we MADE through a special prayer service
created for the closing of this unit study. Please be respectful of the readers and join together
when the word ALL appears.” (Students need their completed 5 Finger Prayer)
Distribute or project We Made A Difference! prayer service handout (Appendix B).
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CONSOLIDATION (10 minutes)
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Teacher Voice:
“Blessed Mother Teresa made a huge difference in the life of many individuals. Another quote
from Blessed Mother Teresa that is popular says … “Faith makes all things possible; Love makes
all things easy; Hope makes all things work.”
Create an ACROSTIC poem using the words FAITH, LOVE, HOPE placed vertically down the side of
your paper. Select words that reflect the ‘make a difference’ journey we have traveled through
this unit.
Ie. F = Family A = Attitude I= Intercessory
Allow students time to brainstorm. Circulate to encourage productivity. Invite students to share
their poetry with classmates. Display for the school to see.
*Differentiated Instruction: Some students may use only one or two of the three words for their
poems. Assistive technology may be used.
When most students have completed their poems, play Kid President’s PEP TALK for the last
moment of inspiration before closing the chapter to this unit.
Kid President PEP TALK https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l‐gQLqv9f4o

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
1. Students are encouraged to continue to make a difference from now until Lent through
prayer, acts of kindness, leadership within the school community. Create an I MAKE A
DIFFERENCE pledge – students sign the contract as their commitment to striving to make
a difference. Allow room for teacher signature as a witness to momentous occasions.
2. Change the “Making A Difference!” Bulletin Board to read “WE MADE A DIFFERENCE!”
and display their 5 Finger Prayers for others to enjoy.
3. Visit a Kindergarten class and assist those students with creating their own 5 Finger
Prayer.
4. Use the resource unit “Who I AM” available at www.eoccc.org
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Five Finger Prayer
1. Spread your fingers open ‐ place your hand on the bottom of this paper. Very carefully
trace
around your hand.
2. Since your THUMB is closest to you, pray for the people who are closed to you. Write their
names inside the thumb section.
3. The next finger is the POINTING FINGER. Pray for individuals who teach, instruct, and heal. They
need your prayers to help point people in the right direction. Write their names in the pointing finger
section.
4. The next finger is our TALLEST FINGER. This finger reminds us of our leaders. Pray for our Prime
Minister, Principals, Vice Principals and leaders of businesses. Write their names in the tallest finger
section.
5. The forth finger is the RING FINGER. This finger is actually your weakest finger. Use this finger as
a reminder to pray for the weak people who are in need of prayer. Write down the names of anyone
who you think needs your prayer because they are in pain or are suffering.
6. The last finger is our LITTLEST FINGER. This is a reminder of how you should place yourself in
relation to God. Write YOUR name in this finger. Now that you have taken care of the needs of others, it
is time to pray for yourself.
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We Made A Difference!

Prayer Service page 1

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Opening Prayer
Leader: Loving God, you call your children to love one another. We might be young and still growing but
our knowledge of poverty, prejudice, oppression, and starvation have deepened during the past
few weeks. We understand better why you love us without conditions and why it is important
that we love others unconditionally too. We are not perfect. We try our very best. Continue to
empower us to share our love willingly with others so that we may grow stronger in faith and
service to you. Continue to equip us with the spiritual tools we will need in order to make a
difference to self and others. Continue to encourage us to build relationships of faith, hope, and
love now and forever. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Scripture Reading

Matthew 7: 7‐12

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door
will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if a
child asks for a fish, will get a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! In
everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.”
The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the Faithful
The response is: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
Voice 1: Thank you Lord, for the opportunity to use our gifts and talents to benefit others. May these
gifts and talents always be used to do justice, love tenderly, and walk humbly among God’s precious
children.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
Voice 2: Thank you Lord, for the gift of communication. May this gift always be an effective tool to make
positive differences in the life of others.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
Voice 3: Thank you Lord, for the blessing of collaboration. May a sense of belonging to our Christian
family always remind us that we are connected and interconnected through one heart, one mind, one
love of Jesus.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
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Voice 4: Thank you Lord, for the gift of wisdom. May the knowledge that all of God’s children are born to
be free always allow us to stand in unity for the needs of others.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
Voice 5: Thank you Lord, for the gift of courage to stand and face the change needed to make a
difference. May the tenderness of our heart always have the courage to reach out to others in their time
of need.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
Voice 6: Thank you Lord, for the gift of patience. May our listening ears always hear the voice of a friend
who is need of our patience.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the lives of others.
Voice 7: Thank you Lord, for the understanding that life is to be celebrated. May we never take for
granted that all life on Mother Earth is precious and deserves respect, dignity, and care.
**PAUSE**
Students take turns reading the names they have placed in the THUMB section of their 5 Finger Prayer.
ALL: Joyful are God’s Children when they make a difference in the life of others.

Closing Prayer
Leader:
Loving God,
What a wonderful journey we have traveled. Thank you for being with us! We were introduced to
amazing people who really have made a huge difference in the life of others. Those people have made a
difference in our life because they have inspired us to continue to make a difference – in large and small
ways. Thank you for guiding us on this journey. We ask you to bless us with all of your love; today,
tomorrow, and forever. Thank you for wrapping us in your unconditional love so that we move forward in
loving others unconditionally. You shared your fruit of joy, peace, and love with us. We give back to you
all praise, glory, and honour. Thanks, Oh Loving God, for being who you are.
ALL: Amen

Final Blessing
Leader: Our final blessing can be found in Numbers 6:24‐26. Let’s read it together.
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Closing Song – Seek Ye First
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Unit 5 Lesson 1
What is Lent?
Lesson Overview

Students will recall and review prior knowledge
and experiences of Lent. The significance of
Lent and its associated symbols will be
discussed. Students will think of ways to
prepare for Easter.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40 minutes
***This unit should be started a few days
before Ash Wednesday.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.1: Examine scripture passages of
the Old Testament and New Testament which
are proclaimed during specific Liturgical
seasons i.e. Lent, and communicate what they
reveal about and celebrate in Jesus’ life.
Grade 5 ‐ BL1.1: Examine a selection of biblical
passages that reveal the link between sin,
grace, conversion and mercy in God’s plan of
salvation
Grade 6 ‐ CL3: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Liturgical season of Lent as it is revealed
through rituals, images and symbols.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures.
An Effective Communicator Who:
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to
understand and learn in light of gospel values.

Language:
Reading 1: read and demonstrate an
understanding of a variety of literary, graphic,
and informational texts, using a range of
strategies to construct meaning

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours
which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become
part of our experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
(Celebrating, Grade 4)
 What special practices and symbols are associated with the season of Lent?
Scripture Passages:
 Jonah 3:1‐10
 Psalm 51:9‐12

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Describe Lent as one of the Church’s liturgical seasons that begins with Ash Wednesday
and leads to Easter
 Explain some of the special practices and symbols associated with Lent
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
- Lent
- Ash Wednesday
- Ashes
- Fasting

Materials:
‐ notebooks
‐ Bibles
Resources:
- “Come Back to Me” lyrics (see Appendix 1 attached)
Video: “Hosea ‐ Come Back to Me” performed by John Michael
Talbot https://youtu.be/FB0TWvag_Ic

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Introduce Lenten Journals by handing out notebooks. Project or distribute a photo of a church or
school celebration during Lent. In their journals have students record, using words, pictures or
symbols, what comes to mind when they think of Lent. Ask for volunteers to share what they
have recorded in their journals and begin an anchor chart entitled “Lent” on which students’
reflections and vocabulary words can be recorded.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Read Jonah 3:1‐10 together.
Discuss what the people of Nineveh did to change God’s mind (the king removed his robe and sat
in ashes, people wore sackcloth, they fasted, prayed and turned from their evil ways). Students
could discuss in pairs, times when they tried to change someone’s mind (i.e. classmates, parents
etc.).
Discuss how Lent (word means springtime or change) is a time to prepare for Easter and a time
to look at our lives and change our hearts and think about our relationship with God. Like the
people of Nineveh, we have special practices during Lent; wearing ashes, fasting, almsgiving and
praying. Talk about some of the symbols of Lent, the colour purple, ashes, the crown of thorns,
the cross.
Distribute or project copies of the song “Come Back to Me” and watch the video
https://youtu.be/FB0TWvag_Ic

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Have students return to their journals and add any new learning from the discussions today.
Ask them to answer the following:


What will you do to prepare for Easter? or



How will you change your heart during Lent?

Turn to Psalm 51 in Bibles and pray verses 9‐12.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 The class could take an active role in preparing and leading the school Ash Wednesday
mass or prayer service.


Illustrate the song “Come Back to Me” in groups on mural paper or individually.
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APPENDIX 1

Come Back To Me
Gregory Norbet, O.S.B.

Come back to me with all your heart,
don’t let fear keep us apart.
Trees do bend, tho’ straight and tall;
so must we to others’ call.
REFRAIN:

Long have I waited for your coming
home to me and living deeply our new life.

The wilderness will lead you
to your heart where I will speak.
Integrity and justice
with tenderness you shall know.
REFRAIN:

Long have I waited for your coming
home to me and living deeply our new life.

You shall sleep secure with peace;
Faithfulness will be your joy.
REFRAIN:

Long have I waited for your coming
home to me and living deeply our new life.
Copyright © 1972 The Benedictine Foundation of the State of Vermont, Inc. Weston Vermont USA
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Ashes
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Unit 5 Lesson 2
Ashes
Lesson Overview

On The Lenten Journey

Students will learn the meaning of Ash
Wednesday and the significance of receiving
ashes.
Duration: 80 minutes (2 class periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3: Understand how the Church
creates sacred space for the celebration of the
sacraments and uses symbols, rituals, words,
to reveal the action of Christ in our lives
Grade 6 ‐ CL3.3: Examine the rituals in the
Church’s liturgy for Ash Wednesday and
unravel the meaning that each symbol, gesture
and word has in relationship to Christ and how
it may apply to our Christian life.
The Arts:
Visual Arts: D1: Creating and Presenting: apply
the creative process to produce a variety of
two‐ and three‐dimensional art works, using
elements, principles, and techniques of visual
arts to communicate feelings, ideas, and
understandings

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith
An Effective Communicator Who:
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to
understand and learn in light of gospel values

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours
which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become
part of our experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.


What is the meaning of the practices and symbols associated with Ash Wednesday?

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

2

Unit 5, Lesson 2

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 the significance of ashes and why they are placed on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Lent
‐ Ash Wednesday
‐ Ashes

Materials:
- Lenten Journals
- prepared ashes or artist’s charcoal
- sheets of white paper
Resources:
- Song: “Ashes” by Tom Conry
https://youtu.be/8dO5kBOGnYA
- Lyrics for “Ashes” (see Appendix 1)
- “The Meaning of Ash Wednesday” worksheet (see
Appendix 2)
- “Ash Wednesday & Lent In Two Minutes” worksheet (see
Appendix 3)
- Wordlists for worksheets (See Appendix 4)
Video Resources:
- “Ash Wednesday” from The Religion Teacher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpa
ge&v=3DB‐I5SnMRg
OR
- “Ash Wednesday & Lent In Two Minutes” from Busted Halo
http://bustedhalo.com/video/ash‐wednesday‐in‐two‐
minutes

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Play the song or video of “Ashes” (https://youtu.be/8dO5kBOGnYA) while students listen and/or
sing along. This song is also available in the Spirit and Song/ Never Too Young collections.
Ask students to answer the following questions in their Lenten Journals: Why is this song a good
song for Lent? What do you think “We rise again from ashes” means?
Ask for volunteers to share their journal entries and add to the class “Lent” anchor chart.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Preview the two video resources and select the one which is most appropriate for your students.
The Religion Teacher video is a lecture‐style lesson. The Busted Halo video has to be read by
viewers and moves quite quickly. You may want to read it aloud or play it several times.
Tell students they will be watching a video about the meaning of Ash Wednesday and completing
a worksheet. Distribute the appropriate video worksheet (Appendix 2 or Appendix 3) and read
over it with the students.
Give students some time to fill in the worksheet individually or with a partner. Reread the
worksheet asking volunteers to fill in the blanks. Some new vocabulary words can be added to
the class “Lent” anchor chart.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology or a scribe to complete
worksheet. A list of answers may also be provided to some students (see Appendix 4).

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

On the second day, introduce the art activity by reiterating the meaning of ashes.
The following could be used:
“The ashes we use on Ash Wednesday come from the palms that were given out last
year on Palm Sunday. On Palm Sunday we remember how Jesus returned to Jerusalem
before he was arrested, tried, tortured and put to death on a cross. The palms are burnt
and the ashes are placed on our foreheads in the shape of a cross. The priest may say
‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return’ or ‘Turn away from sin and
live the gospel’. We wear ashes to show that we want to turn away from whatever sins
keep us from God.”
Brainstorm with students some sins that they could turn away from during Lent. Record their
responses on chart paper. Tell them that they will choose a sin and draw a picture of it using
prepared ashes or artist’s charcoal. If using the ashes, students should rub a finger in the ashes
and draw with their finger (like finger painting).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Give students a few minutes each day to write in their journals. Suggestions for reflection
may include:
‐ the significance of ashes
‐ your Lenten journey, what are you having difficulty with?
‐ what successes have you had?
‐ any questions you have about Lenten symbols and practices
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1
ASHES
Tom Conry

1.

We rise again from ashes,
from the good we’ve failed to do.
We rise again from ashes,
to create ourselves anew.
If all our world is ashes,
then must our lives be true,
an offering of ashes, an offering to you.

2.

We offer you our failures,
we offer you attempts,
the gifts not fully given,
the dreams not fully dreamt.
Give our stumblings direction,
give our visions wider view,
an offering of ashes, an offering to you.

3.

Then rise again from ashes,
let healing come to pain,
though spring has turned to winter,
and sunshine turned to rain.
The rain we’ll use for growing,
and create the world anew
from an offering of ashes, an offering to you.

4.

Thanks be to the Father,
who made us like himself.
Thanks be to his Son,
who saved us by his death.
Thanks be to the Spirit
who creates the world anew
from an offering of ashes, an offering to you.
© 1978, OCP. All rights reserved.
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APPENDIX 2
Name _______________________ Date ___________________

Video: The Meaning of Ash Wednesday
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/ashwednesdayvideo
Directions: Watch the video and fill in the blanks.

Even though so many Catholics go to Mass on Ash Wednesday, it is not a Holy Day
of ____________________. Ash Wednesday marks the first day of the forty
day period leading up to _______________, but if you were to actually count
them you would find that there are actually _____ days during the season of Lent.
This is because we don’t count _______________ as a part of the forty days of
Lent. This day, the Lord’s Day, is a celebration of the Resurrection and new life and
therefore not a day for fasting.
Why do we wear ashes on Ash Wednesday? When we receive the ashes we hear
“Remember that you are __________, and to __________ you shall return.” This
is to help us recognize that all we have is a __________ from God. Ashes were a
sign of ____________________ in the Old Testament. In the early Church, the
Order of _______________ wore ashes as a sign of their penance. In a similar
way, John the _______________ called for repentance and baptism in
preparation for the Kingdom of God. This is why we may also hear the words “Turn
away from __________ and be faithful to the Gospel” when we receive the ashes
on our foreheads. ©The Religion Teacher
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APPENDIX 3
Name _______________________ Date ___________________

Video: Ash Wednesday & Lent In Two Minutes
http://bustedhalo.com/video/ash‐wednesday‐in‐two‐minutes
Directions: Watch the video and fill in the blanks.

Ash Wednesday is the first day in the season of ___________. It is about 40
days before ____________ and represents the time Jesus’ spent in the desert.
The ashes are the burned ___________ from last year’s Palm Sunday. Ashes are
a sign of __________________. When the ashes are distributed, the words
“Turn away from _________ and be faithful to the Gospel.” or “Remember that
you are dust and to dust you shall return.” are said.
We wear ashes to acknowledge that we sin and are in need of repentance and
_______________. Ash Wednesday is the day when we begin to focus our
attention on three practices: __________________,
_________________________ and ________________________. We fast to
remind ourselves that we _____________ on God; we give because God wants us
to ________________ with others and we pray to become ________________
to God.
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APPENDIX 4
Wordlist for Appendix 2 – The Meaning of Ash Wednesday

gift

Sundays

Baptist

46

obligation

Penitents

dust

sin

dust

Easter

repentance

Wordlist for Appendix 3 – Ash Wednesday and Lent in Two Minutes

closer
Lent
repentance

almsgiving
renewal
share
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Unit 5 Lesson 3
Into The Desert
Lesson Overview

Students will hear the story of Jesus’ journey
into the desert and his temptations while
there. They will learn that they can turn to
Jesus for help when faced with temptations of
their own.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.1: Examine scripture passages of
the Old Testament and New Testament which
are proclaimed during specific Liturgical
seasons i.e. Lent, and communicate what they
reveal about and celebrate in Jesus’ life.
Grade 4 ‐ ML2.4: Identify times when we
might hear God speaking to us; giving us
instructions (moral truth) to help us “do what
is good and avoid what is evil”; and link this to
the work of our conscience through which
God/the Holy Spirit inspires us to do the good.
Grade 6 ‐ ML2.3: Apply a Catholic model of
moral decision‐making (i.e. SEE, JUDGE, and
ACT) to ethical issues that arise at school or in
the world (bullying, fighting, failing to do
homework, and disrespecting authority).
The Arts:
Drama: B1: Creating and Presenting: apply the
creative process to dramatic play and process
drama, using the elements and conventions of
drama to communicate feelings, ideas, and
stories

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
A Collaborative Contributor Who:
CGE5a: Works effectively as an
interdependent team member
CGE5e: Respects the rights, responsibilities and
contributions of self and others
A Responsible Citizen Who:
CGE7a: Acts morally and legally as a person
formed in Catholic traditions

Unit 5, Lesson 3

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Through our conscience we discover God’s truth for our lives and are invited to follow
(i.e. listen) to the “voice of God” (i.e. His will) in our lives. Conscience is a judgement of
reason concerning the moral choices we face and the actions we perform. (Grade 4
Living a Moral Life)
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 4:1‐11 or Luke 4:1‐13 (The Temptation of Jesus)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 make connections between temptations in their lives and temptations that Jesus faced
and realize that with Jesus’ help they can overcome these temptations just as He did
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ temptation
‐ conscience

Materials:
‐ Bibles
‐ Lenten Journals (or Religion notebooks)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask students what the word “temptations” means. Discuss and agree on a definition that could
be added to the “Lent” anchor chart.
Distribute Bibles and have students read either Matthew 4:1‐11 or Luke 4:1‐13.
Have them discuss the following questions with a partner:
‐
‐
‐

What temptations did Jesus face?
What did Jesus do when he was tempted?
What did He say?

Summarize the class’ responses to the above questions.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Ask the class to list some of the temptations faced by kids their age and record their responses on
chart paper.
In small groups (3‐5) students will prepare short skits. Each group should choose a temptation
that a student their age might be faced with. They will act out what would happen if the student
gave in to the temptation, then act out what would happen if they turned to Jesus for help.
Groups will present both versions of their skit for the rest of the class.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Have students write in their Lenten Journal about a time they were tempted.
What did you do? What did you say? If you had asked Jesus for help what do you think he would
have told you?
Would things have ended differently?

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Watch the video “Lent Cartoon Jesus in the Desert”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5bfxGNMY9c


Students could make WWJD bracelets to remind them when they face temptations in
their lives that they can turn to Jesus for help and they can think about what Jesus would
do.
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Unit 5 Lesson 4
Prayer
Lesson Overview

Students will be introduced to the three pillars
of Lent; prayer, fasting and almsgiving. They
will discuss the forms and expressions of
prayer and will participate in a contemplative
prayer experience.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ PR1: Understand how Jesus prayed
to God His Father and how He teaches us to
express our prayers to God.
Grade 4 ‐ PR2.2: Describe the various forms of
prayer used within the Catholic Tradition
(blessing and adoration, petition, intercession,
thanksgiving and praise).
Grade 5 ‐ PR2.1: Identify and use various
means to enter into and experience vocal
prayer (i.e. personal and communal, music,
rosary, stations of the cross, novena, litanies),
meditative prayer using various biblical
passages (e.g. the Beatitudes, Jesus’ prayer of
petition while on the cross – Father forgive
them..., Jesus prays in the Garden of
Gethsemane) and contemplative prayer (i.e.
silence, images e.g. icons, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament).

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1f: Seeks intimacy with God and
celebrates communion with God, others and
creation through prayer and worship
A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker
Who:
CGE3a: Recognizes there is more grace in our
world than sin and that hope is essential in
facing all challenges

Language:
Oral Communication 1: listen in order to
understand and respond appropriately in a
variety of situations for a variety of purposes
Oral Communication 2: use speaking skills and
strategies appropriately to communicate with
different audiences for a variety of purposes
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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The Arts:
Visual Arts D1: Creating and Presenting: apply
the creative process to produce a variety of
two‐ and three‐dimensional art works, using
elements, principles, and techniques of visual
arts to communicate feelings, ideas, and
understandings

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Prayer has many forms and expressions found in Scripture and Tradition – blessing and
adoration, petition, intercession, thanksgiving and praise, vocal, meditative, and
contemplative. Prayer is structured and spontaneous, individual and communal, and is
enriched by a variety of elements that deepen the experience of prayer (silence,
symbols, gospel reading, reflection, images, music, etc.). (Praying Grade 4)


What is prayer? How and when do we pray?

Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 6:5‐13

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 prayer is central to Christian life and takes many forms. Jesus showed His disciples how
to pray by often praying to God and He taught them the Lord’s Prayer.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ prayer

Materials:
‐ Bibles
‐ prepared cardboard crosses
‐ clothespins
‐ markers or paint
‐ white glue
Resources:
 “Lord Teach Us To Pray”: https://youtu.be/84Pi1ED‐3bs
 “Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving: The Three Pillars of Lent”
by The Religion Teacher
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedd
ed&v=_UDaD5upTlI
 “All in One—A Craft, Prayer Experience, and Keepsake for
Lent” (see Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Watch the video of the song “Lord Teach Us To Pray”: https://youtu.be/84Pi1ED‐3bs
Have students discuss the following questions with a partner:
‐ What is prayer?
‐ How do we pray?
‐ When do we pray?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Watch video : Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving: The Three Pillars of Lent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=_UDaD5upTlI
1. Distribute Bibles and read Matthew 6:5‐13 together.
2. Discuss how Jesus told His disciples how to pray.
3. On chart paper record answers to the questions asked earlier: What is prayer? How do we
pray? And when do we pray?
If not mentioned by the students, add that prayer can take place individually or in groups and
there are many reasons for prayer including blessing and adoration, petition, intercession,
thanksgiving and praise. Prayer can be vocal, meditative and contemplative.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Prepare crosses out of poster board, one for each student. The vertical part of each cross is 10
inches high x 1¾ inches wide, and the horizontal arm is 8¼ inches long x 1¾ inches wide. Provide
craft glue, markers or paint, and clothespins, 13 for each student. As they follow the directions
for the activity, students will take the clothespins apart. They will glue 20 clothespin halves to the
cross, and use 6 clothespin halves to form the body of Jesus on the cross.
Tell students they will take part in a contemplative prayer experience. Students follow the seven
steps described in “All in One‐A Craft, Prayer Experience, and Keepsake for Lent” (Appendix 1) as
the teacher reads them. Each step includes an action and a reflection.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Encourage them to remain silent throughout the activity and to follow the actions and reflect on
what you read to them. Remind them that their creative actions are a form of prayer.
Quiet music may be played to help students reflect silently during the activity. You may choose to
model the steps of the activity before students begin so that they are better able to work
independently and silently.
*Differentiated instruction: Reproduce worksheet for some students, support staff or volunteers.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Writing prayers.


Making “Prayer Rocks” by wrapping a few small stones in a square of fabric and tying it
with an elastic band and a ribbon. Make copies of the poem and attach it to the rock
bundle with a twist tie or string.
Poem:
We are your prayer rocks and soon you will see
how nifty, how handy, how helpful we can be.
Put us on your pillow and at night you’ll see,
when you lay your head down, how lumpy we can be!
You’ll suddenly remember to say your nightly prayers
because nobody wants to sleep with rocks in their hair.
Put us on the floor beside your bed for the next day
and in the morning when you rise, your rocky step will tell you to pray.
“Praise Almighty God!” you will happily say.
“Time to say my morning prayer for this blessed day.”
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APPENDIX 1
All in One—A Craft, Prayer Experience, and Keepsake for Lent
Creating a piece of art can be a form of prayer.
Remain silent as you follow the steps and reflect on
each statement.
PREPARATION FOR LENT
Step 1: Begin your preparation for Lent by selecting a
cross.
Jesus did not choose his cross, but took it for us.
Step 2: Write your name on the back of your cross.
Think about how Jesus’ cross was labeled “INRI,” the
first letters of the Latin words in the title “King of the
Jews.”
Step 3: Select 13 clothespins.
Think of the clothespins as Jesus and the 12 disciples, standing together in faith.
Step 4: Pull the clothespins apart.
Consider how the disciples struggled to remain faithful when Jesus was arrested.
Step 5: Glue the clothespins to your cross.
Consider how heavy the cross must have been.
Step 6: Color or paint your clothespins.
Consider you are sealing them with your faith.
Step 7: Glue on clothespins to form Jesus’ body on the cross.
Consider everything Jesus did to prepare to die on the cross. Consider what
you can do during Lent to prepare for Easter. How can you become more
faithful, prayerful, and thoughtful each day?
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Unit 5 Lesson 5
Fasting
Lesson Overview

In small groups students will think of what they
can “fast” from during Lent. They will read
scripture passages and reflect on why we fast
and how it can bring us closer to God.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.1: Examine scripture passages
of the Old Testament and New Testament
which are proclaimed during specific
Liturgical seasons i.e. Lent, and communicate
what they reveal about and celebrate in
Jesus’ life.
Grade 6 ‐ CL3: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Liturgical season of Lent as it is
revealed through rituals.
Language:
Oral Communication 2: use speaking skills
and strategies appropriately to communicate
with different audiences for a variety of
purposes

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
A Collaborative Contributor Who:
CGE5e: Respects the rights, responsibilities and
contributions of self and others
An Effective Communicator Who:
CGE2c: Presents information and ideas clearly
and honestly and with sensitivity to others

Media Literacy 3: create a variety of media
texts for different purposes and audiences,
using appropriate forms, conventions, and
techniques

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 During the Liturgical season of Lent, Catholics practice prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
 How does fasting help us to experience our faith in Christ? How can it help us to change
our hearts in preparation for Easter?
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 6:16‐17
 Luke 4:1‐4

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 how fasting can help us to experience our faith in Christ and help us to change our hearts
in preparation for Easter
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ fasting
‐ sacrifice

Materials:
‐ large sheets of white paper (ledger size)
‐ Bibles
‐ Lenten Journals
Resources:
‐ example of word cloud (see Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask students “What does fasting mean?” Once the class has established that fasting means giving
up food, ask them to think about what foods they might give up during Lent. Ask them to think
of other things they might give up. Have them share their ideas in small groups (3‐4).
In groups or individually, students will create a word collage/word cloud (see example in
Appendix 1) by writing the names of things they can fast from during Lent.
*Differentiated instruction: Some students may use wordle.net or other online word cloud
generators.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

In their groups, students will read Luke 4:1‐4 and Matthew 6:16‐17. They will discuss and write
group responses to the following questions:


Why did Jesus go into the desert to fast?



What did Jesus mean when he said “One does not live by bread alone.”?



What did Jesus say was important to do when fasting? Why do you think He said this?

One student from each group will present the group’s responses to the rest of the class.
*Differentiated instruction: Some students could read and respond only to Luke and others only to
Matthew.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

In their Lenten journals have students respond to the following:
Giving up food can make us realize how fortunate we are to have food. What else might it make
us think about and how might this lead to a change of heart and bring us closer to God?
Ask for volunteers to share their responses and discuss as a whole class.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Make Lenten Bracelets by braiding 3 colours of yarn (three shades of purple if possible)
together to represent prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
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APPENDIX 1

Word cloud example
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Unit 5 Lesson 6
Almsgiving
Lesson Overview

Students will read a fictional story and a
scripture reading regarding almsgiving. They
will reflect on the importance, in God’s eyes, of
caring for the poor and vulnerable.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 5 ‐ LS2.1: Examine Matthew 25:31‐46 to
identify and summarize what Jesus reveals
about the judgement of God concerning the
human dignity of others, the “friendship” that
we are to see and establish with others (i.e.
hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, and those in
prison) and how he will judge our actions
towards others.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
Solidarity

Language:
Reading: 1: read and demonstrate an
understanding of a variety of literary, graphic,
and informational texts, using a range of
strategies to construct meaning

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1d: Develops attitudes and values founded
on Catholic social teaching and acts to
promote social responsibility, human solidarity
and the common good

The Arts:
Visual Arts: D1: Creating and Presenting: apply
the creative process to produce a variety of
two‐ and three‐dimensional art works, using
elements, principles, and techniques of visual
arts to communicate feelings, ideas, and
understandings

A Collaborative Contributor Who:
CGE2a: Works effectively as an interdependent
team member
A Responsible Citizen Who:
CGE7e: Witnesses Catholic social teaching by
promoting equality, democracy, and solidarity
for a just, peaceful and compassionate society
A Self‐Directed, Responsible, Lifelong Learner
Who:
CGE7a: Demonstrates a confident and positive
sense of self and respect for the dignity and
welfare of others
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Church instructs individuals and societies to put the needs of the poor and
vulnerable first.
 How can we carry out this duty?
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 35:31‐46
 Isaiah 58:10‐11

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 that by caring for the needs of the poor and vulnerable we show our love for God and
that God will judge us by our actions towards others.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ almsgiving

Materials:
‐ copies of “You Shall Be My Witnesses”, Year 6 of the Born
of the Spirit Catechetical Program (CCCB Publications)
‐ Bibles
‐ large white paper
‐ Lenten Journals
Resources:
Video: “Whatsoever You Do” https://youtu.be/uOMeVkXdxXQ

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Read “Springtime for Shamus” in “You Shall Be My Witnesses”, Year 6 of the Born of the Spirit
Catechetical Program, p. 117‐118.
Discuss the questions on p.118 as a class or in small groups. Discuss the meaning of the term
almsgiving (charity to the poor).
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute Bibles and read Matthew 25:31‐46 together.
Ask students what the righteous people did and the accursed people did not do for others.
What were the consequences of their actions?
Divide the class into six groups and have each group illustrate modern day versions of one of the
following:
 I was hungry and you gave me food
 I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink
 I was a stranger and you welcomed me
 I was naked and you gave me clothing
 I was sick and you took care of me
 I was in prison and you visited me
The posters should be displayed in the classroom.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Read Isaiah 58:10‐11 together.
Ask students to reflect on the following and describe the experience in their Lenten Journals.
 Have you ever felt God’s joy after sharing with or caring for someone?
Play the video of the song “Whatsoever You Do”, https://youtu.be/uOMeVkXdxXQ , as students
are writing in their journals.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 The class could discuss and choose a Lenten almsgiving project to participate in.


Students could research, promote, advertise, and carry out the project with the teacher’s
help as a facilitator.
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Unit 5 Lesson 7
The Prodigal Son
Lesson Overview

Students will make connections between the
parable of The Prodigal Son and the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. They will choose a creative
method to retell the parable and present it to
other students.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 80 minutes (2 class periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL1.1: Connect gospel narratives of
forgiveness (Mk. 2:1‐12; Luke 15:11‐32) and
the institution of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (John 20:22‐23) to the role of
the priest within the sacrament.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

Grade 4 ‐ CL1.3: Link the Sacraments of
Initiation and Reconciliation to the seasons of
the liturgical calendar (Advent, Lent, and
Easter).

A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1j: Recognizes that “sin, human weakness,
conflict and forgiveness are part of the human
journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign
of forgiveness is at the heart of redemption.
(Witnesses to Faith)

Grade 4 ‐ ML3.1: Through an examination of a
selection of scripture passages, provide
examples of how God’s mercy is shown to
sinners and how the sinners respond (i.e.
parables – the Prodigal Son).
Language:
Writing: 1: generate, gather, and organize
ideas and information to write for an intended
purpose and audience

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

An Effective Communicator Who:
CGE2c: Presents information and ideas clearly
and honestly and with sensitivity to others
A Collaborative Contributor Who:
CGE5f: Exercises Christian leadership in the
achievement of individual and group goals

The Arts:
Drama: B1: Creating and Presenting: apply the
creative process to dramatic play and process
drama, using the elements and conventions of
drama to communicate feelings, ideas, and
stories
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Visual Arts: D1: Creating and Presenting: apply
the creative process to produce a variety of
two‐ and three‐dimensional art works, using
elements, principles, and techniques of visual
arts to communicate feelings, ideas, and
understandings
D2: Reflecting, Responding, and Analyzing:
apply the critical analysis process to
communicate feelings, ideas, and
understandings in response to a variety of art
works and art experiences (Continued Learning
Opportunities)

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Sacraments of the Church have their roots in Scripture i.e. the ministry which Christ
handed on to the Church through the apostles. (Celebrating, Grade 4)
 How is the Sacrament of Reconciliation connected to the parable of The Prodigal Son?
Scripture Passages:
 Luke 15:11‐32

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 connect the parable of The Prodigal Son to the Sacrament of Reconciliation
 understand the role that forgiveness, healing, and reconciliation play in our lives as
Christians
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ prodigal

Materials:
‐ Bibles
‐ modelling clay or Plasticine
‐ Paints, paint brushes, large sheets of paper
Resources:
‐ Videos: The Parables of Jesus 6‐The Prodigal Son:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V96rkM5Gpn0
or
‐ The Lego Prodigal Son:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_FUlo3WngI
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Preview and select one of the videos listed in Appendices:
“The Parables of Jesus 6‐The Prodigal Son” or “The Lego Prodigal Son”
‐

Review with students what a sacrament is and make a list of sacraments. Tell students that
the sacraments of the Church have their roots in scripture.

‐

Tell students that they are going to watch a video of a parable and they are to listen to see
what the parable is teaching us.

‐

View the chosen video.

‐

Read Luke 15:11‐32 together.

Ask students:
 What do you think the word ‘prodigal’ means?
 The Prodigal Son is a parable. A parable reveals a message and conceals a message.
What message or lesson do you think is being revealed … and being concealed?
 Who do you think the characters in the parable represent?
 What sacrament do you think the parable is teaching about?
 How is this parable connected to the Sacrament of Reconciliation?

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Students will choose a way to creatively retell the parable of the Prodigal Son.
Possible choices include:
 Prepare a dramatization of the story
 Create a scene from the story using clay to make the figures
 Paint a scene from the story
 Write a modern day version of the story
The dramatization will be done by a group; the other choices may be done individually or with a
partner.
*Differentiated instruction: Some students may use assistive technology or a scribe for written
tasks.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Day 2: Students complete and share their creative work.
Dramatizations and modern day versions of the story might be shared with another class or with
the school during a prayer service. Paintings, clay scenes and written work could be displayed in a
common area of the school.
Exit Card:
Explain the connection between The Prodigal Son and the role forgiveness, healing, and
reconciliation play in our lives as Christians.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Examine Rembrandt’s painting “The Return of the Prodigal Son”
http://www.rembrandtpainting.net/rembrandt's_prodigal_son.html. See Appendices 1
and 2 for background information and teacher notes.


Students can share a time when they offered forgiveness for the betterment of the class
or family community.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

4

Unit 5, Lesson 7

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 1
The Prodigal Son Luke 15:1‐32
Background
The prodigal son’s request for his share of inheritance was a statement that he
wished his father was dead. Early Jewish law stated, the firstborn son would
inherit twice as much as any other heir. A father was expected to retain total
control of his property as long as he was alive. Giving the son an early inheritance
was an act of extreme generosity. If a father did decide to give his property and
money to a son prior to his death, Jewish law forbade the son from selling the
property while his father was still alive.
Rembrandt’s Prodigal Son
One of the best known renditions of the Gospel story – Prodigal Son – is the
painting by a Dutch artist, Rembrandt van Rijn. He was the son of a Dutch
Reformed father and a Catholic mother. Religious themes constitute nearly a third
of his work. Rembrandt created The Return of the Prodigal Son near the end of his
life, at a time when he was living near poverty.
Inspiration
In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the message is in what the father did. He loved
his child. He loved him even while he was far away. He loved him even while he
was straying in a sinful way. The father’s unconditional love was his gift to the son
– initially the son rejected it. Upon the son’s return, the gift he gave his father was
an open heart to receive the unconditional love that had always been available.
When we don’t use the gifts that God has given to us, we are like the son who ran
away. We are like the older son when we are envious of how God treats other
people. God is the father in this story. He lets the younger son make his own
choices. He loves him regardless of his actions. God desires for His son to return
home and be sorry. He patiently waits, ready to forgive.
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APPENDIX 2
The Prodigal Son – Teacher Notes
Rembrandt’s The Prodigal Son can be found at
http://www.rembrandtpainting.net/rembrandt's_prodigal_son.html
1.

The yellow brownish colour of the son’s clothing in contrast to the rich
vibrant red in his father’s garments (the son’s rags represent the great misery
he has seen)

2.

Compassionate embrace (inner brokenness, surrounded by outward
compassion)

3.

The younger son (represents the rebellious nature within each of us)

4.

The father touching the son (everlasting blessing, unconditional love, eternal
forgiveness)

5.

The son resting his head against his father’s chest/heart (everlasting peace)

6.

Leaving home (ignoring the truth)

7.

The son’s head is shaven (he is a prisoner)

8.

Cloak of the father (represents dignity)

9.

Son’s left foot is scarred, right foot broken sandal (suffering)

10. The son’s short sword (one last piece of dignity)
11. Seated man (represents sinners)
12. Tall standing man (the older brother)
13. Light on the tall standing man – elder son – is cold, light on the father is
warm
…/cont’d pg 2
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14. Father and son (God/humanity, compassion/misery, complete circle of love)
15. Father’s face (represents both mother and father)
16. The father’s hands (one stronger, larger and open represents the strength of
the father, the other hand represents the compassion, gentleness of a
motherly love)
17. The father’s open red cloak (inviting a warm welcoming place to rest)
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Unit 5 Lesson 8
Repentance
Lesson Overview

By reading scripture passages of sinners who
received God’s forgiveness students will
discover that the first step in receiving
forgiveness is repentance.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ ML3.1: Through an examination of a
selection of scripture passages, provide
examples of how God’s mercy is shown to
sinners and how the sinners respond (i.e.
parables – the Prodigal Son, miracles, paschal
mystery – Christ offered for our sins; the new
covenant).
Grade 4 ‐ ML3.3: Explain the process of
conversion and repentance that is essential in
the experience and celebration of the
sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation.
Grade 5 ‐ CL1.3: Identify in Scripture,
forgiveness and healing that Christ reveals
through his ministry and connect these
examples to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Language:
Reading 1: read and demonstrate an
understanding of a variety of literary, graphic,
and informational texts, using a range of
strategies to construct meaning

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1j: Recognizes that “sin, human weakness,
conflict and forgiveness are part of the human
journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign
of forgiveness is at the heart of redemption.
(Witnesses to Faith)
An Effective Communicator Who:
CCGE2b: Reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively
A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker
Who:
CGE3d: Makes decisions in light of gospel
values with an informed moral conscience
A Responsible Citizen Who:
CGE7b: Accepts accountability for one’s own
actions
CGE7c: Seeks and grants forgiveness
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Sin can only be overcome by first acknowledging our need and asking for God’s
forgiveness, accepting God’s grace and living in the Holy Spirit. (Living a Moral Life,
Grade 4)
Scripture Passages:
 Luke 7:36‐50 – A sinful woman forgiven
 Luke 18:9‐14 – the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector
 Luke 19:1‐10 – Jesus and Zacchaeus

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 that we must be sorry for having done wrong and want to change our ways before we
can be forgiven.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ sin
‐ repentance
‐ reconciliation

Materials:
‐ Lenten Journals
‐ Bibles
Resources:
‐ Video: Father I Have Sinned (The Prodigal Son)
https://youtu.be/vq8JNLwX5sM
‐ Examination of Conscience (see Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Play the video of the song “Father I Have Sinned (The Prodigal Son)”
‐ Ask students to write in their Lenten Journals what they think the words sin, repentance and
reconciliation mean. Ask for volunteers to share their responses and discuss, adding new ideas to
the class “Lent” anchor chart.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

With a partner students will read three scripture passages that tell of God’s forgiveness being
given to sinners:
 Luke 7:36‐50 – A sinful woman forgiven
 Luke 18:9‐14 – the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector
 Luke 19:1‐10 – Jesus and Zacchaeus
Ask them to compare the passages.
A guiding question might be:
 What did the woman, the tax collector and Zacchaeus have in common?
Discuss the students’ responses.
(The woman, tax collector and Zacchaeus were sinners, they recognized their sins and wanted to
repent, they wanted to change.)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Explain that we can prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation by thinking about things that we
have said or done that may have offended God or other people. One way of doing this is called
an Examination of Conscience.
Distribute copies of the Examination of Conscience or read it aloud to students as they sit quietly
and reflect on the questions.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Students could write their own Examination of Conscience individually or in small groups.
These could be combined into a class Examination of Conscience.
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APPENDIX 1
EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE
Did I pay attention at Mass?
Have I fooled around in Church?
Did I pray every day?
Did I say mean things to my mom or dad?
Did I always say "Thank You" to people?
Am I hard to get along with (during school, at Grandma´s, at home)?
Did I do what my mom or dad told me to do? My teacher?
Was I lazy around the house?
Did I do my chores?
Did I hurt others people´s feelings by calling them bad names?
Have I started fights with my brothers and sisters at home?
Have I blamed other people for things I do?
Did I get other people into trouble?
Do I hit people when I get mad?
Have I forgiven people? Or am I holding a grudge?
Have I cheated or been unfair in games?
Did I refuse to play with someone for no good reason?
Was I was lazy about my schoolwork?
Did I fail to do my homework?
Did I cheat in school?
How many times did I lie to my parents? My teachers? My friends?
Did I take anything that didn’t belong to me?
Did I avoid medicine? Did I refuse to eat food I didn’t like?
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Unit 5 Lesson 9
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Lesson Overview

On The Lenten Journey

Students will review the vocabulary and the
steps involved in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.
Duration: 40 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL1.2: Identify in the Rite of the
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation ‐
who can receive and celebrate the sacrament,
the rituals, blessings and prayers, signs and
symbols, that signify and convey the grace and
identification with Christ who forgives through
the Church; and the effects of the sacrament.
Grade 4 ‐ ML3: Demonstrate an understanding
that God is merciful (i.e. forgives sin) and offers
us reconciliation through the Church and
specifically the sacraments (i.e. sacraments of
penance, healing, and Eucharist).
Language:
Writing 1: generate, gather, and organize
ideas and information to write for an intended
purpose and audience
Writing 3: use editing, proofreading, and
publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge
of language conventions, to correct errors,
refine expression, and present their work
effectively

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1b: Participates in the sacramental life of
the church and demonstrates an
understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist
to our Catholic story
CGE1j: Recognizes that “sin, human weakness,
conflict and forgiveness are part of the human
journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign
of forgiveness is at the heart of redemption.
(Witnesses to Faith)
A Responsible Citizen Who:
CGE7b: Accepts accountability for one’s own
actions
CGE7c: Seeks and grants forgiveness
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the Sacrament of Reconciliation provides the Grace
of God’s mercy and forgiveness and strengthens us to live a new life in Christ.
(Celebrating, Grade 4)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 the vocabulary, rituals, blessings and prayers, signs and symbols associated with the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ repentance
‐ reconciliation
‐ absolution
‐ penance
‐ confession
‐ conscience

Materials:
‐ prepare the matching game by cutting apart the words and
definitions and placing in envelopes or sandwich bags
Resources:
‐ Sacrament of Reconciliation Word Matching Game
(Appendix 1)
‐ Video: “Sacrament of Reconciliation: Explained”
https://youtu.be/QtbpOERgMvk
‐ “A Guide to Confession” (Appendix 2)
‐ “Act of Contrition” (Appendix 3)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Reproduce and cut apart the matching game (Appendix A).
‐ Distribute one set to each pair of students and ask them to match the words to the definitions.
‐ Verify groups as they finish. If some pairs finish early they can play it Concentration style.
‐ Review the words and definitions once all pairs have finished.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Play the video: “Sacrament of Reconciliation: Explained”
https://youtu.be/QtbpOERgMvk .
Ask students:
 During the Sacrament of Reconciliation, what is your role?
 What is the priest’s role?
 What is God’s role?
Review what happens during the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Appendix 1). Use “A Guide to
Confession” (Appendix 2) as a reference. Speak to your pastor or principal for specific
information about the celebration of Reconciliation in your parish or school.
Distribute copies of the Act of Contrition (Appendix 3), and read it together. Students could glue
one half of the page into their journals, and keep the other to carry with them when they receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. (Note: Students may have learned a different version of the Act
of Contrition in the past. You may wish to consult with other teachers in the school.)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Have students write a procedure for Grade 2 students describing how to receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.
The procedures can be written on cards for the Grade 2’s to take with them to celebrate the
sacrament. Students could copy The Act of Contrition on the back of the card.
*Differentiated instruction: Some students may use assistive technology or work with a partner
for written tasks.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Have a priest come in to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with the class.



Meet with Grade 2 students and discuss the Sacrament of Reconciliation with them.
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APPENDIX 1
SACREMENT OF RECONCILIATION WORD GAME

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

One of the seven sacraments. It is
when you confess your sins to a priest.

absolution

The forgiveness we receive from God
through the priest in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.

penance
confession
reconciliation

The prayers or good works that the
priest asks you to do after you have
confessed your sins.
Telling the priest your sins.
Repairing a relationship after it has
broken by some action or lack of
action.

conscience

The inner voice that helps guide us to
follow God’s law by doing good and
avoiding evil.

repentance

To be sorry for having done something
wrong and to want to change your ways
so you don’t do it again.
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APPENDIX 2
A GUIDE TO CONFESSION

1.

After the priest greets you in the name of Christ, make the
sign of the cross. He may choose to recite a reading from
Scripture, after which you say: "Bless me Father for I have
sinned. It has been (state how long) since my last confession.
These are my sins.”

2.

Tell your sins simply and honestly to the priest. You might want
to discuss the circumstances and the root causes of your sins
and ask the priest for advice or direction.

3.

Listen to the advice the priest gives you and accept the
penance from him. Then make an Act of Contrition for your
sins.

4.

The priest will conclude with: "The Lord has freed you from
your sins. Go in peace." You respond by saying: "Thanks be to
God."

5.

Spend some time with Our Lord thanking and praising Him for
the gift of His mercy. Try to perform your penance as soon as
possible.
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APPENDIX 3
Act of Contrition
Oh my God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
And failing to do good,
I have sinned against You
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with Your help,
to do penance,
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our saviour Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In His name, my God, have mercy. Amen

Act of Contrition
Oh my God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
And failing to do good,
I have sinned against You
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with Your help,
to do penance,
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our saviour Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In His name, my God, have mercy. Amen

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

7

Unit 5, Lesson 9

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

8

Unit 5, Lesson 9

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 5
On the Lenten Journey
Lesson 10

Forgiving Others

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 5 Lesson 10
Forgiving Others
Lesson Overview

Students will examine scripture passages to
find what Jesus tells us about forgiving others
and will write a new ending to a familiar
parable. They will take part in a Reconciliation
Prayer Service.

On The Lenten Journey

Duration: 40‐60 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL1.4: Demonstrate the different
ways reconciliation and healing are
experienced within the Christian community
(i.e. in the Mass/Eucharist, through the
sacrament of Reconciliation, in charitable,
compassionate, forgiving relationships among
its members and with others) and explain how
this practice in our daily lives sanctifies,
transforms and sustains relationships while
revealing God’s love within Christian families
and communities and the world.
Language:
Writing 1: generate, gather, and organize
ideas and information to write for an intended
purpose and audience

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1j: Recognizes that “sin, human
weakness, conflict and forgiveness are part of
the human journey” and that the cross, the
ultimate sign of forgiveness is at the heart of
redemption. (Witnesses to Faith)
A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker
Who:
CGE3d: Makes decisions in light of gospel
values with an informed moral conscience.
A Responsible Citizen Who:
CGE7c: Seeks and grants forgiveness.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Sacraments of Healing (Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick) through the work of
the Holy Spirit provide the Grace of God’s mercy and forgiveness and spiritually
strengthens our faith in times of sickness reuniting us with God and others when we
have sinned. (Celebrating, Grade 5)
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 5:22‐24
 Matthew 18:21‐22
 Luke 11:4 (The Lord’s Prayer)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 that unless we reconcile with the people in our lives we can’t show God our love
 there is no limit to God’s forgiveness of us so we need to forgive others without limits
also
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ reconcile
‐ forgiveness

Materials:
‐ Lenten Journals
‐ Bibles
Resources:
‐ “Father I Have Sinned”, https://youtu.be/Y7OHobAcUvU
‐ Reconciliation Prayer Service (see Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask students to write in their Lenten journals describing a time in their life when they had a
disagreement with someone. They should describe their feelings and explain if they were able to
reconcile and if so what happened.
Play the song “Father I Have Sinned” https://youtu.be/Y7OHobAcUvU while students are writing.
(This interpretation of the song is different from the one played in the previous lesson.)
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Ask students for examples of how brothers, sisters, parents, and friends might upset and
frustrate them. Explain that we often disagree with other people and this damages our
relationship with them.
Read each of the three scripture passages, Matthew 5:22‐24, Matthew 18:21‐22 and Luke 11:4
(The Lord’s Prayer), together. Ask students to identify a common message in all three.
Discuss what Jesus tells us to do when we disagree with other people. (If we don’t reconcile with
the people in our lives we can’t show God our love. There is no limit to God’s forgiveness of us so
we need to forgive others without limits also.)
Ask students to recall the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11‐32) that they worked with in
Lessons 8 and 9. Reread it if necessary. At the end of the story the older brother was angry
because his brother was being welcomed home with a big party. Invite students to write a scene
in which the brothers meet and reconcile.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Distribute copies of the Reconciliation Prayer Service and choose three or four readers.
Gather together in a circle to celebrate the prayer service.
*Differentiated Instruction: Readers may be given their parts in advance in order to prepare.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Students could choose appropriate songs to add to the beginning and end of the
Reconciliation Prayer Service and pray together with another class or the school.
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APPENDIX 1
Reconciliation Prayer Service
All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Teacher:

We come together as God’s children. God knows us, as we are, our good
points and our weak ones. God is full of gentleness and compassion; He
forgives us when we fail.

Reader 1:

For the times that we have forgotten to respect one another, Lord, have
mercy.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

Reader 2:

For the times we have acted selfishly, putting our own concerns and wants
before those of others, Christ, have mercy.

All:

Christ, have mercy.

Reader 3:

For the times we have hurt one another with angry words or actions, Lord,
have mercy.

All:

Lord, have mercy.

Teacher or
Reader 4:

No matter what we have done Jesus offers us the chance to try again.
Listen to this reading from the Gospel of Luke.
(Read Luke 15:1-7)
The Word of the Lord

All:

Thanks be to God.

Teacher:

Let us pray the Our Father

All recite the Our Father
Teacher:

We will now say the Act of Contrition

All recite the Act of Contrition
All:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
5

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Unit 5, Lesson 10

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 5b
On the Lenten Journey to Holy Week
Lesson 1

Understanding and Preparing
for Palm Sunday

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 5b Lesson 1
Understanding and preparing for
Palm Sunday

On the Lenten Journey
to Holy Week

Lesson Overview
Students will gain an understanding of the sig‐
nificance of the palm and the importance of
Palm Sunday in preparation for Easter.
Duration: 2‐3 periods
60 ‐ 110 minutes

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

Religious Education:
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
Fundamental Concept: CL3
lesson include:
The Celebrations of the Church’s Liturgical Year. Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Solidarity
Grade 5 ‐ CL3.1: Identify and examine a selec‐
Care for God's Creation
tion of the scripture passages in the New Tes‐
tament which reveal the divinity of Jesus (e.g.
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
Epiphany, miracles, transfiguration, resurrec‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
tion) and explain using examples, how images,
signs and symbols in the Liturgical year convey CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s Word as
this important truth of faith for Christians.
communicated through the Hebrew and Chris‐
tian scriptures
Grade 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Church’s teaching concerning the myster‐ CGE2e: Uses and integrates the Catholic faith
ies of the hidden and public life of Jesus Christ. tradition, in the critical analysis of the arts, me‐
dia, technology and information systems to en‐
Grade 6 ‐ CL3.3: Examine the rituals in the
hance the quality of life
Church’s liturgies for Ash Wednesday, Palm
Sunday, and the Easter Vigil, and unravel the
meaning that each symbol, gesture and word
has in relationship to Christ and how it may ap‐
ply to our Christian life.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Ideas:
• The Church celebrates the Liturgical seasons (e.g. in this lesson a focus on Lent ‐ more
specifically on Palm Sunday) to coincide with the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s life.
• The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours
which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church.
Scripture Passages:
•
•

Matthew 21:1‐11 (The Triumphal Entry)
Matthew 21:9b (Praising the Lord as “Hosanna in the highest”)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
•
•

the significance of the symbol of the Palm on Palm Sunday
the importance of Palm Sunday in preparing for Easter

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Palm
‐ Hosanna
‐ Palm Sunday
‐ Passion Sunday

Materials:
‐ Bibles
‐ Simplified reading of Mark 11:1‐11 (see Appendix 1)
‐ Frayer Model Graphic Organizer (see Appendix 2)
‐ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O56CiH0dwLw
‐ Team Specifics for Group Work (see Appendix 3)
‐ Exit Card (see Appendix 4)
Video Resource:
‐ Happy Palm Sunday Images video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8x3WGjjzEg8.
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MINDS ON



Establishing a positive learning environment
Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences



Setting the context for learning

10‐15 minutes
Students should be seated in an arrangement that enables discussion.
Students will view the “Happy Palm Sunday Images video”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8x3WGjjzEg8.
Here is the detailed description of the Discussion Strategy that students will use to discuss the
Palm Sunday Questions:
Discussion p. 34 Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner
“Discussion is purposeful talk through which students explore thinking, respond to
ideas, process information and articulate their thoughts in verbal exchanges with
peers and teachers. Discussion is used to promote and clarify understanding of
concepts, ideas and information in all subject areas. It places the emphasis on
students talking and listening to each other. Students use discussion to make
connections between ideas and experience and to reflect on a variety of meanings
and interpretations of texts, experiences, and phenomena.”
Students will discuss the following questions:
1. What is a palm?
2. Why are palms used on Palm Sunday?
3. Why are we celebrating Jesus on Palm Sunday?
4. Why is Palm Sunday also called Passion Sunday?
5. Why is Palm Sunday so important?
Consider the following to help guide discussion:
PALM BRANCHES symbolize Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The branches remind
us that there are both triumphs and defeats in our lives, but if we maintain our friendship
with God, we will ultimately triumph.
Model, using the Frayer Model Graphic Organizer (see Appendix 2), or a graphic organizer of your
choice, as a way to record some important terms that students have verbalized while sharing
their thoughts about these concepts.
Show the video titled “God’s Story ‐ Palm Sunday”.
Have students jot down their ideas using their own copy of the Frayer Model Graphic Organizer
(Appendix 2). Share student thoughts and continue to build on the class’ and the students’
graphic organizers.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

10‐15 minutes
Explore the following scripture readings from Matthew as a whole class using a choral reading
method (see description of the strategy below), inviting students to highlight words or passages
that interest them.
 Read Mark 11:1‐11 (The Triumphal Entry)
 Read Matthew 21:9b (Praising the Lord as “Hosanna in the Highest”)
While using a choral reading format for Matthew 21:9b, highlight for students the link between
this scripture passage and the text of the “Holy, Holy” in the Celebration of Eucharist.
Choral Reading p.17
“Choral reading is a rehearsed oral presentation of a text by a group. Choral reading may be
used to engage students at the introduction of a learning experience or to aid the interpre‐
tation of text. Through choral reading, students explore sounds and rhythms of language
and show appreciation of form. The process also provides a purpose for practicing reading
orally and improves reading skills (e.g. students' eyes have to scan the line to keep up with
others). Choral reading requires that voices of the group be arranged to effectively interpret
meaning (e.g. solos, groups, whole group, volume, tones, rhythms) and in so doing encour‐
ages students to use their voices with greater expression, vocal range and skill. As a group
activity, choral reading promotes cooperation and enhances self‐esteem by allowing
individuals to make positive contributions” (Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner).

40‐50 minutes
Students will now get to choose one of the following activities in groups of 4‐6 to further extend
their understanding of Palm Sunday.
Teams for Group Work: *See Appendix 3 for a detailed description of each team’s task*
Group # 1‐ Research Team
Group # 2‐ Art Team
Group # 3‐ Drama Team
Group # 4‐ Movie Trailer Team
Group # 5‐ Music Team

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

20‐30 minutes

Presentations on The Meaning of Palm Sunday:

Considerations for the presentation format include a jigsaw format or a whole class presentation.


Exit card for feedback (see Appendix 4).
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APPENDIX 1
Simplified Version of the Gospel
Mark 11:1 – 11

As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of Bethpage
and Bethany, on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. “Go into that
village over there,” he told them, “and as soon as you enter it, you will see a colt tied
there that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks what you are
doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs it and will return it soon.’”
The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside a house. As
they were untying it some bystanders demanded, “What are you doing untying that
colt?” They repeated what Jesus had told them to say and they were permitted to take
it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it and He sat on it.
Many in the crowd spread their coats on the road ahead of Jesus and others cut leafy
branches in the fields and spread them along the way. He was in the centre of the procession and the crowds all around him were shouting,
“Praise God!
Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Bless the coming kingdom of our
ancestor David! Praise God in the highest heaven!”
So Jesus came to Jerusalem and went into the temple. He looked around carefully at
everything, and then He left because it was late in the afternoon. Then He went out to
Bethany with his twelve disciples.
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APPENDIX 2
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APPENDIX 3
Team Specifics for Group Work
1- Research team
The research team will be using electronic devices (e.g. iPads/tablets or Chrome books)
to find different online versions of the Gospel (Matthew 21:1-11). You will be looking for
different translations of the text, video(s) or picture book(s) versions. The purpose of this
research is to find interesting and eye catchy videos, pictures, and print resources to help
increase class interest and engagement and/or to help guide students’ understanding.
This will be presented to the class as a team using your research (e.g. projecting your
iPad/Chrome book or tablet to the smart board for the rest of the class to see).
2- Art Team
The art team will create palm crosses using the following YouTube link titled “How to
Make a Palm Cross” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oT-0Z6YSJoU or by finding your
own link.
Note: you may substitute the palm with construction paper using the following link: “DIY
Palm Crosses - from simple art supplies, watercolor, paper, pen".
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wds_CXYYyL4.
This will be demonstrated to classmates so that every student will learn how to make palm
crosses.
3- Drama Team
The drama team will create a dramatic portrayal of “The Triumphal Entry”. It is recommended that you refer to the simplified version of Matthew’s Gospel which should help
your understanding of the passage. The production will be presented in front of the class.
4- Movie Trailer Team
The movie trailer team will use iPads (e.g. iMovie) or tablets (e.g. windows movie maker)
to create a one minute movie trailer (you may consider the following link as a guide: “Palm
Sunday” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQ23ryYK8ac). This movie trailer will be presented to the class using the Smart Board or projector for everyone to see.
5- Music Team
The music team will be tasked with finding an appropriate song about Palm Sunday,
learning to sing and/or play it, and then teaching it to the rest of the class.
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APPENDIX 4
EXIT CARD – Palm Sunday Group Activity
2 Stars, I Wish
Use the template below to provide feedback on your group activity. Record two things that
you feel you or your group members did well when completing the Palm Sunday Group
Activity. Then record one suggestion that you feel that you or your group could improve
upon.
1*____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2*____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
1 Wish:
______________________________________________________________________________
Explain why Palm Sunday is important in preparing for Easter.
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 5b Lesson 2
The Palm Sunday Liturgy
Lesson Overview:
Students will gain an understanding of the Palm
Sunday Liturgy in preparation for Easter.

On the Lenten Journey
to Holy Week

Duration:
2 periods
80‐100 minutes

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

Religious Education:
The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
Fundamental Concept: CL3:
lesson include:
The Celebrations of the Church’s Liturgical Year. Call to Family, Community, and
Participation
Grade 4 – PR 2.3: Develop and present using
Solidarity
different forms of prayer and some of the
Rights and Responsibilities
common prayers and devotions of the Church,
liturgical celebrations that reveal the Mystery
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
of Christ as it unfolds in the seasons of the li‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
turgical year.
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s Word as
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.1: Examine scripture passages of communicated through the Hebrew and Chris‐
tian scriptures
the Old Testament and New Testament which
are proclaimed during specific Liturgical sea‐
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to under‐
sons i.e. Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter,
and communicate what they reveal about and
stand and learn in light of gospel values
celebrate in Jesus’ life.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Ideas:
• The Church celebrates Palm Sunday to coincide with the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s life.
• The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours
which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church.
Scripture Passages:
At the Procession with Palms:
• Mark 11:1‐10 or John 12:12‐16.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
•
•

The significance of the symbol of the palm on Palm Sunday
Understanding and following the Palm Sunday Liturgy

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Triumphal Entry
‐ Procession

Materials:
‐ iPads/ or tablets,
‐ student notebooks
Resources:
‐ Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner
‐ Storyboard Instructions and Template (Appendix 1)
‐ Exit Card for each student (Appendix 2)
Internet Resources:
‐ Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion Mass ‐ Audio
‐ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uo9JXiy1SQ
‐ Palm Sunday Mass at the Vatican
‐ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U‐LfvTZsRDI
‐ Blessing of the Palm Branches by Pope Francis
‐ (3:19 into the video)
‐ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gp4YChQP_QE
‐ Palm Sunday Jeopardy
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/palm‐sunday
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

10‐15 minutes
Continued from Lesson 1, students should now have an understanding of the symbols and im‐
portant ideas connected to Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday Jeopardy is an interactive way to activate
students’ prior knowledge and to have them demonstrate what they have learned from the pre‐
vious lesson.
Have students team up in groups of 3‐4. Go to the following Palm Sunday Jeopardy link:
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/palm‐sunday and using a Smart Board, have teams keep track of
scores and answer the questions. Students may use electronic resources to search for the an‐
swers if necessary. If students are able recall the concepts from the previous lesson, then tech‐
nology is not recommended.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

15‐20 minutes
Explore the scripture readings used at the Procession with Palms
Mark 11:1‐10 or John 12:12‐16
20‐30 minutes
After scripture readings, students will watch the clip from Pope Francis’ Palm Sunday Mass at the
Vatican ‐ The Blessing of the Palms (start at 3:19)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gp4YChQP_QE.
While listening, students are asked to create a Storyboard. See Appendix # 1 for template and fur‐
ther explanation.
“A storyboard is a series of sketches that frame events (e.g. of a story, film, advertisement)
in sequential order. It is used as a visual planning tool for larger presentations in a variety
of formats. Each frame consists of scenes or figures with commentary that helps those in‐
volved in the production to visualize the story and sequence.” (adapted from the Ontario
Curriculum Unit Planner)

Note: Depending on your students, you may need to play video clip a few times to ensure under‐
standing. The following strategy may assist students to demonstrate their learning:
Tip: Give each student a 3 Card Coded System. Students will respond by raising one of the three
cards:
The Green card = I am doing well and understand the activity;
The Yellow Card = I have some questions
The Red Card = I need some help.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Storyboard Presentations 20‐30 minutes ‐ Gallery Walk
Students will share their storyboards in a Gallery Walk (taking a walk around the classroom).
Here is how the strategy works:
1. Divide the class in half.
2. Half of the class will get out of their desks and leave their storyboards behind.
3. The other half of the class will remain at their seats as “gallery hosts”.
4. The gallery walkers will now visit the gallery hosts who will explain their storyboards af‐
ter viewing their “Masterpieces”.
5. After 10‐15 minutes, once the gallery walkers have visited all of the exhibits (story‐
boards), it is time for students to switch roles. The gallery hosts will now become the
gallery walkers and gallery walkers will now become the gallery hosts.
The goal of this activity is for each student to be able to display and share his/her work in a fun,
informal way.
10 minutes ‐ Exit Card (See Appendix 2)
When students have completed the Gallery Walk, they are asked to complete a short exit card
to demonstrate their new understanding of Palm Sunday.

Continued Learning Opportunities
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


As an extension activity, students may create their own Palm Sunday Jeopardy with all of
the new information that they have acquired during the first two lessons.
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APPENDIX 1 –p1
Further Instructions for the Storyboard
Using the following template (see Storyboard Template, Appendix 1, page 2
below), create a series of sketches within the frames to retell the events of the
Palm Sunday Mass. (e.g. how do they use and bless the palms?)
This includes the specifics of the blessing of the palms. Include within your frames,
examples in sequence of these events (e.g. what happens at the beginning of the
mass, the middle and the end of the mass for Palm Sunday?).
Write down descriptions to help guide your thoughts in the sequence of the mass.
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STORYBOARD TEMPLATE
APPENDIX 1‐p2
Name: __________________________ Date: ______________________
Frame # 1

Frame # 2

Description: _____________________
________________________________

Description: _______________________
__________________________________

Frame # 3

Frame # 4

Description: _______________________
__________________________________

Description: _______________________
__________________________________

Frame # 5

Frame # 6

Description: _______________________
__________________________________

Description: _______________________
__________________________________

Frame # 7

Frame # 8

Description: _______________________ Description: ________________________
__________________________________ ___________________________________
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APPENDIX 2
EXIT CARD – Palm Sunday
A. During the Palm Sunday Liturgy, there were a few specific items that
were different from a Sunday Mass during ordinary time. List the
differences (e.g. during the procession what was different, what
symbols were used and how?)
1)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

2)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

3)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

B. What did you find interesting about this lesson? (e.g. Is there anything
new that you learned or was there anything that caught your
attention?)
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

C. What would you change in this activity and why?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 5b Lesson 3
Lenten Symbols
Lesson Overview
Students will gain an understanding of the
significance of the symbols used during Lent
and Easter. There will be a focus on prayer in
highlighting the preceding lessons and Holy
Thursday and Good Friday.

On the Lenten Journey
to Holy Week

Duration: 2‐3 Periods (120 minutes)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Rights and Responsibilities
Solidarity

Religious Education:
Fundamental Concept: PR2: The Way of
Prayer: Forms and Expressions of Prayer
Grade 4 ‐ PR2.3: Develop and present using
different forms of prayer and some of the
common prayers and devotions of the
Church, liturgical celebrations that reveal the
Mystery of Christ as it unfolds in the seasons
of the liturgical year.
Grade 5 ‐ PR1.2: Describe the variety of ways
that Catholics express prayer during the
communal celebration of the Mass (i.e. song,
petitions, prayers…) and suggest how and
why all these ways deepen our experience of
prayer.
Grade 6 ‐ PR2.1: Identify which liturgical
seasons present scripture passages and show
how these are expressed in the tradition of
vocal and meditative prayer.
Grade 6 ‐ CL3.3: Examine the rituals in the
Church’s liturgies for Ash Wednesday, Palm
Sunday, and the Easter Vigil, and unravel the
meaning that each symbol, gesture and word
has in relationship to Christ and how it may
apply to our Christian life.
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The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson
include:
CGE1f: Seeks intimacy with God and celebrates
communion with God, others and creation
through prayer and worship
CGE2e: Uses and integrates the Catholic faith
tradition, in the critical analysis of the arts,
media, technology and information systems to
enhance the quality of life
CGE5e: Respects the rights, responsibilities and
contributions of self and others

Unit 5B, Lesson 3

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
• Prayer is structured and spontaneous, individual and communal, and is enriched by a
variety of elements that deepen the experience of prayer (silence, symbols, Gospel
reading, reflection, images, music).
•

The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours
which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church.

Scripture Passages:
Matthew 21: 20‐22

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 experience the rich meaning of the Lenten symbols and have opportunities to reflect on
their significance by participating in the activity centres and prayer.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
Lenten Symbols
‐ Light
‐ Candle
‐ Easter Lily
‐ Egg
‐ Hot Cross Buns
‐ Salt
‐ The Colour Purple
‐ Bare Branch
‐ Pretzels
‐ Seeds
‐ Fish
‐ Water
‐ Palm Branch

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Materials:
‐ Reflection Sheet “The Fig Tree” (See Appendix #1)
‐ KWL Chart (See Appendix #2)
‐ Ingredients for Hot Cross Buns (See Appendix #3)
‐ Making an Easter Candle (see Appendix #4)
‐ Planting an Easter Lily (See Appendix #5)
‐ Ingredients for Pretzels (See Appendix #6)
‐ Lenten Symbol Jeopardy (See Appendix #7)
‐ Exit Card (See Appendix #8)
‐ Prayer for Holy Week (See Appendix #9)
‐ Construction Paper
‐ iPads
‐ Table salt

‐
‐
‐

Tree branch
Water
Parent volunteers
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Internet Resources:
‐ Lenten Prayer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB‐4pS‐
Z7DA
‐ Lenten Prayer: reference catholic.Org
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1115
‐ “DIY ‐ How to make Hot Cross Buns”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsYIvVT5v9k
‐ “How to Make Easter Candles”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODobuJJ0PGY
‐ Flowering Garden “How to grow Easter Lilies”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvSQzeRPI7U
‐ “How to Make Pretzels for Lent”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6ekJBCRx2M
‐ Symbols of Lent
http://www.saintben.com/worship/symbols.html

MINDS ON




Establishing a positive learning environment
Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
Setting the context for learning

20 Minutes
Begin with Lenten Prayer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB‐4pS‐Z7DA (2:40)
 Students should be invited to pray the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be together.
 A Lenten hymn may be sung at the beginning or end of the video prayer.
Read Matthew 21:18‐22 “The Fig Tree” aloud.
Students will complete Reflection Sheet (Appendix 1).
*Differentiated Instruction: Students may use assistive technology or a scribe.
The Purpose of Prayer is for Renewal and Repentance. During Lent and Holy Week we use
symbols that relate to themes of Lent such as repentance and renewal.
Using a Brainstorming Cooperative Learning Strategy, have students develop their ideas about
religious symbols used during Lent and Easter. Students will record their ideas using a K.W.L
Chart (Appendix 2).
Note: Brainstorming is a group process for generating questions, ideas, and examples
and is used to illustrate, expand, or explore a central idea or topic. Brainstorming
involves students sharing whatever material comes to mind and recording every idea,
without making judgements about the material being generated.


The following Lenten Symbols will be explored with students:
Light, Candle, Egg, Hot Cross Buns, Salt, the Colour Purple, Bare Branch, Pretzels, Seeds,
Fish, Water, Easter Lily.

See Symbols of Lent http://www.saintben.com/worship/symbols.html

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

75 ‐ minutes ‐ 15 minutes x 5 rotations.
Students will receive instructions on how to complete the tasks in the Lenten Symbol Activity
Centres. Teachers may wish to identify further extension activities that students may be
interested in and adapt plans to meet those learning needs (e.g. student wants to learn more
about the origin of purple as a Lenten colour).
***It is recommended that an adult volunteer assist at each activity centre.***
Students will be divided into groups of 4 ‐6. They will rotate through each of the five activity
centres in 15 minute intervals. Teachers are reminded to follow safety tips and school board
protocol in planning the centres.
Activity Centre 1: “How to Make Hot Cross Buns” (see Appendix 3)
Activity Centre 2: “How to Make Easter Candles” (see Appendix 4)
Activity Centre 3: “How to Plant Easter Lilies” (see Appendix 5)
Activity Centre 4: “How to make Pretzels for Lent” (see Appendix 6)
Activity Centre 5: Create a Jeopardy Game using Lenten Symbols (see Appendix 7)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

20 minutes
Students will complete an Exit Card (see Appendix 8) for the activity centres.
Give students an opportunity to discuss their exit cards using a turn and talk model.
(see Appendix 8 for further details)
End this lesson with the Prayer for Holy Week (see Appendix 9).
The prayer may be projected, or students may each be given a copy to place in their prayer
journals or Religion notebooks.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Teachers may wish to invite other members of the school community (e.g. reading
buddies, other staff, parents, etc.) to a celebration where students can share what they
have made in the Lenten Activity Centres.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1
Reflection Sheet - “The Fig Tree”
Name: __________________

Date: ___________________

1. Which symbol is present in the scripture passage Matthew 21: 20-22 The Fig
Tree? What does it represent?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Write about your interpretation of what the scripture passage means (Matthew
21: 20-22).
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
3. Think about when you pray and why. Record your thoughts. List your favourite
prayers in the space provided below.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Your Favourite Prayers:
_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 2

KWL Chart

Know

Wonder

Learn

What I think I Know

What I Want to Know

What I Learned

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 3
Activity Centre #1: “How to Make Hot Cross Buns”
*Teachers must ensure that modifications to ingredients are made for students who have food sensitivities or allergies.

15 minutes
The goal will be to have a volunteer lead the activity and to prepare the dough in advance.
Students can make crosses on the buns, and could help mix ingredients or knead the dough for
subsequent groups.
Each student will make his/her own hot cross bun to be eaten at the end of all of the activities.
This will give enough time for items to be fully baked in the oven.
Youtube Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsYIvVT5v9k
Ingredients:

Directions:

450 g of white flour
250 g of milk or water
1 beaten egg
50 g of sugar
50 g of butter
100 g of raisins
1 tsp of salt
1 1/2 tsp of dried yeast
1 tsp of cinnamon
1/2 tsp of nutmeg
1/2 tsp of ground ginger
1) Pour milk into mixing cup
2) Add Yeast into milk and stir (leave for 10 minutes).
3) Pour flour into separate bowl
4) Add Salt and Cinnamon
5) Mix and add butter
6) Add sugar and mix generously
7) Then add yeast and milk mixture
8) Add beaten egg
9) Mix
10) Knead the dough
11) Spread the dough flat while adding raisins
12) Let the dough rise
13) Cut into 5-6 buns
14) Place into a baking tray
15) Add 4 tsp of water
16) Use food colouring to makes crosses on each buns (e.g. purple).
17) Bake for 10 - 15 minutes at 200 C or 400 F
18) Make a glaze by mixing 2 tbsp of sugar and 2tbsp of milk
19) When baked, brush baked hot cross buns with sugar glaze

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 4
Activity Centre #2: “How to Make Easter Candles”
Please ensure to follow school safety procedures.
15 minutes
A parent volunteer will lead the activity and support students making the Easter Candles.
Each student will make and keep one Easter Candle.
Youtube Link:
How to: Easter Candle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODobuJJ0PGY
Materials:

Directions:

Bowls
Food Colouring
Cups (1 per student)
1 egg per student
1 spoon
1 cup of water
1/2 cup of vinegar
wax

1) Pour vinegar into each cup (1 per student)
2) Add food colouring to vinegar cups (student choice regarding the colours)
3) Stir food colouring with vinegar
4) Add water
5) Place 1 egg into cup
6) Mix the egg in the bowl
7) Remove the egg from the bowl and let it dry
8) Empty the egg
9) You may want the hot wax mixed and prepared by volunteer
Pour hot wax into each half of the egg
10) Place the wick into wax of the candle (inside of the egg) and let it dry

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 5
Activity Centre #3: “How to Plant Easter Lilies”
Please ensure to follow school safety procedures.
15 minutes
A volunteer will lead the activity. Each student will plant and decorate a pot for Easter Lilies..
Each student will leave their lilies on the window ledge for 3 weeks before taking the lily home.
Youtube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvSQzeRPI7U
Title: “Flowering Garden: How to Grow Easter Lilies”
Materials:

2 bags of Earth (20 Litre bags)
1 Easter Lily Bulb for each student
Gloves
White Plastic Cups (1 per student)
Permanent Markers

Directions:

1) Students will first decorate their cups with Easter symbols
(e.g. symbols that were learnt from this lesson)
2) Names should be placed on each cup
3) Students will now place a half of cup of soil
4) Place a lily bulb into a cup
5) Fill the rest of the cup with soil
6) Ensure to cut a small portion at the bottom of the cup
7) Place cups on a tray
8) Place tray on the window ledge

Extension:
- Create a growth tracking chart of how much your lily grows daily/weekly or by the
end of the 3-4 weeks.
- Create a watering schedule for students to help each other.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 6
Activity Centre # 4: “How to make Lenten Pretzels”
Please ensure to know whether your students have specific food allergies as
you would need to modify ingredients accordingly.
15 minutes
The goal will be to have a volunteer lead the activity and for students to contribute and to
making Lenten Pretzels.
Title of Youtube Video: “How to make pretzels for Lent”
Youtube Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6ekJBCRx2M
Please note: Recipe will make about 8 large pretzels. Please expand /calculate ingredients
accordingly for your class size.
Ingredients: 1tbsp of yeast
1 1/2 cups of warm water
1 tbsp of sugar
1 tbsp of salt
3 pinches of dried rosemary
4 cups of flour
1 egg
Directions:

1) Preheat the Oven at 425 Degrees F
2) Mix the yeast, water, sugar and salt
3) Mix in the flour one cup at a time
4) 3 pinches of rosemary (quoted from youtube video’s author
that it represents Mother Mary)
5) Knead the dough but it does not need to rise
6) Tear off some dough and roll it into a coil
7) Shape the dough like praying crossed arms
8) Transfer the pretzel in a baking tray basted with olive oil
9) Beat an egg and brush the beaten egg on each pretzel
10) Sprinkle with salt
11) Bake for 15 minutes at 425 F
12) Once pretzels are slightly brown, they are cooked

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

10

Unit 5B, Lesson 3

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 7
Activity Centre #5:
Create a Jeopardy Game using the Lenten Symbols
15 minutes
Using the following link to create your own jeopardy game:
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/lent
Goal(s): Include as much criteria of what you have learned so far in regards to Symbols of
Lent, Palm Sunday, Scriptures and your own knowledge regarding Holy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter Sunday.
Once completed, send the link to your teacher so that another team can play your Jeopardy
game.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 8
Exit Card for Activity Centres
Name: _______________________

Date: _____________________

1. What two activities did you enjoy most in the Lenten Activity Centres?
1* _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
2* _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
2. What is/are your favourite Lenten Symbols?
Did you learn anything new today? Explain.
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
3. If you were responsible for improving one of the activity centres, what would you
recommend changing and or improving?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Extension for Appendix # 8
Students will be given an opportunity to consolidate their learning by discussing their
exit cards with each other. A turn and talk model is recommended. A turn and talk
model of discussions involves students turning to the student next to them and
discussing the concepts (e.g. exit cards) with their partner.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 9
Prayer for Holy Week

Loving God,
Guide my mind with your truth.
Strengthen my life by the example of Jesus.
Help me to be with Jesus in this Holy Week
as He demonstrates again His total love for me.
He died so that I would no longer be separated from
You.
Help me to feel how close You are and to live in
union with You.
Amen.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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UNIT 5b
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Unit 5b Lesson 4
The Last Supper –
Holy Thursday
Lesson Overview‐
In this lesson, students will listen to and reflect
on the Scripture story of the Last Supper. The
symbolism of the Passover meal will be ana‐
lyzed through readings, discussion and role‐
play.

On the Lenten Journey
to Holy Week

Duration: 2 periods / 80 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Solidarity

Religious Education:
Fundamental Concept: LC1 Living in the
Church as members of the Body of Christ.
Big Ideas: Gr. 4 Big Idea: The Church is
the People of God, the Body of Christ and
the Temple of the Holy Spirit.
Gr. 4 ‐ LC1.1: Identify through selected
scripture passages (Old and New Testa‐
ment) the names, images and symbols of
the Church which describe its origin,
foundation and mission in the plan of
God’s salvation.
Gr. 5 ‐ CL1.1: Identify and explain the sig‐
nificance of the Last Sacrament (i.e. Pen‐
ance, Anointing of the Sick and Eucharist)
in the Christian life.
Gr. 6 ‐ CL3: Demonstrate an understand‐
ing of the Liturgical seasons of Lent, East‐
er and the Feast of Pentecost as they are
revealed through rituals, images and
symbols and the Church’s sacraments (the
mysteries of Christ’s life i.e. Paschal Mys‐
tery).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
CGE1c: actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and Chris‐
tian scriptures
CGE1f: seeks intimacy with God and celebrates
communion with God, others and creation
through prayer and worship
CGE2a: listens actively and critically to under‐
stand and learn in light of gospel values
CGE3e: adopts a holistic approach to life by
integrating learning from various subject areas
and experience
CGE5e: respects the rights, responsibilities and
contributions of self and others.
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Cross Curriculum Expectations
The Arts – Drama:
Gr. 4 ‐ B1.1: engage actively in drama ex‐
ploration and role play, with a focus on
exploring drama structures, key ideas, and
pivotal moments in their own stories and
stories from diverse communities, times,
and places.
Gr. 5 Drama B1.1: engage actively in dra‐
ma exploration and role play, with a focus
on examining issues and themes in fiction
and non‐fiction sources from diverse
communities, times, and places (e.g., in‐
terview story characters who represent
opposing views on an issue; use role play
to explore social issues related to topics
such as the environment, immigration,
bullying, treaties, the rights and responsi‐
bilities of the child).
Gr. 4/5/6 Overall Expectations for Lan‐
guage Arts:
1. listen in order to understand and re‐
spond appropriately in a variety of
situations for a variety of purposes.
2. use speaking skills and strategies ap‐
propriately to communicate with dif‐
ferent audiences for a variety of pur‐
poses.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:

•

What are the key events and messages from Jesus during the Last Supper?

Scripture Passage:
 “The Last Supper” (Luke 22:1‐38)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
•

engage in a role play of the Last Supper to deepen understanding of its importance

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Eucharist
‐ The Body of Christ
‐ The Passover
‐ Communion
‐ Mass
‐ Sacrifice
‐ Covenant of my Blood

Materials:
‐ Student bibles, or electronic devices with use of a Bible App
such as “Bible for Catholics” By Greg Fairbrother
‐ Soft music to play in the background.
‐ Tableau reference sheet (See Appendix 1)
‐ Teacher Feedback Sheet (See Appendix 2)
‐ Peer Evaluation Sheet (See Appendix 3)
Internet Resources:
‐ “Easter Story Told Through Social Media” By Brian
Dryfhout
YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_b7MvcsX6WI

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

‐

“The Last Supper” Video
YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzuV3wt6J3I

‐

“A Journey Through Lent” by Jennifer Holland
YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3HnjLF5F4A

‐

“Art and Bible” Website
http://www.artbible.info/art/last‐supper.html

‐

“The Our Father” (digital reading)
www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=216
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MINDS ON




Establishing a positive learning environment
Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
Setting the context for learning

10 – 15 Minutes
Using the Art and Bible website, http://www.artbible.info/art/last‐supper.html, discuss the
prompts using a Think/Pair/Share Strategy (please see explanation below regarding the
Think/Pair/Share Strategy):
1. Do you know what the portrait represents?
2. If the Last Supper is mentioned, what is the actual meaning of the Last Supper?
3. During Holy Week, why is Thursday called Holy Thursday?
4. Who are the people sitting at the table with Jesus? Can you name the Apostles?
Think/Pair/Share Strategy p. 43 (Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner)
“Think/pair/share is a strategy whereby students think alone for a specified amount of
time (wait time) in response to a question that the teacher poses, form pairs to discuss
their ideas, and then share responses with the class. Think/pair/share is used to help stu‐
dents check their understanding during a learning experience and provide opportunities
for practice or rehearsal. It provides a simple structure within a short timeframe for all
students in the class to think and talk (e.g. to pose questions, to respond to an issue, to
summarize or synthesize ideas).”

Play the clip of “Easter Story Told Through Social Media” By Brian Dryfhout.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_b7MvcsX6WI
After the clip is played, lead into the scripture readings of the Last Supper
(See Action part of this lesson)

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

50 minutes
Part #1 ‐ 20 minutes
Read the Scripture Passage: “The Last Supper” (Luke 22:1‐38) and have students use the Sketch‐
ing to Learn Strategy (Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner).
“Sketching to learn is a strategy whereby students visually represent the ideas they hear,
read or think about in pictorial/graphic form. Sketching to learn is used as a form of note
making during story reading or reading of informational texts. It is often used to help stu‐
dents follow a listening, viewing or reading experience in order to process new and complex
ideas or concepts.”

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Discuss the Jewish tradition of the Passover (Seder) Meal with students. The teacher will focus on
why this feast is so important as well as its symbolism (i.e. Jesus’ final meal) during a whole class
discussion. Encourage the students to share their Sketching to Learn note making as part of this
discussion. This would be a way of connecting the activity to the whole class discussion.
To help students visualize what is being read, play the YouTube link on “The Last Supper” ‐
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzuV3wt6J3I AND/OR
“A Journey Through Lent” by Jennifer Holland https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3HnjLF5F4A
Part # 2 ‐ 30 minutes
Students will now be introduced to the concept of Tableau. The teacher tells students about the
elements of tableau (using different levels, interesting facial expression, remaining in character,
and staying frozen for a set number of seconds).
The definition of Tableau by the Ontario Ministry of Education includes:
“Tableau is a purposeful arrangement of a group of people representing a moment frozen
in time. Tableau may be used to explore sequence, plot development, characterization by
arranging a number of tableaux in a series or to initiate or summarize discussion. Tableau is
also used to access prior learning about a character, genre, text, current event, or historical
event. A tableau shows the feeling of characters at a particular time and may reveal rela‐
tionships between characters by promoting interpretation of text, character or a situation.
Tableau provides a format for the development of collaborative group skills.”

Students will use the biblical passage from Luke 22:1‐38 to create their tableau.
The structure of the groupings will be as follows:
The class will need to be divided into half (depending how many students there are) where there
are 13 students (12 apostles + Jesus) in each group. If there are more than 26 students in your
class, you may want to go further into the biblical passage of Luke where Jesus is taken by the
Roman Soldiers.
See the Student Tableau Reference/Instruction Sheet in Appendix 1.
Further in Appendix 2, there is a Teacher Feedback Sheet included for assessment during the tab‐
leau.
*Differentiated Instruction: For students with specific learning needs in writing, it is recommend‐
ed that they use Kurzweil to complete peer feedback.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

10 ‐ 15 minutes


Groups will present their tableau to the rest of the class. Using the Peer Evaluation Sheets
(See Appendix 3), students will evaluate the members of their group.



Closing ‐ Students should end with the Lord’s Prayer, reciting it together as a class.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Creating decorations and costumes for the Last Supper production.
 Filming the tableau.
 Inviting other classes to watch the tableau after production is filmed.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1
Tableau Reference/Instruction Sheet
Elements of Tableau
A tableau is a still image or a frozen picture that is performed. A tableau communicates without speaking a living representation of, in this case, “The Last
Supper”. A tableau is like a still photo capturing a moment in time. The only difference is that it is not a photo, rather, you (the students) are taking the role of
the camera. The Apostles’ and Jesus’ poses should suggest movement.
Here are some tips for the Elements of Tableau:
• Exaggerated facial expressions - The emotions of the characters are very

obvious to the audience.
• Self-control - Characters remain silent and still for the tableau scene.
• Transitions - Characters move in sync, silently, and with ease, in and out of

positions at the beginning and ending of the tableau. If there is pertinent music
you would like to add, please speak to your teacher and the lights may be
turned off if needed for effect.
• Respectful disposition - As this is sacred tradition of Passover, please en-

sure to be respectful when acting in role.
Peer Evaluations: Be ready for peer evaluations once completed.
Good Luck!

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 2
Student’s Name: ______________

Teacher Feedback Evaluation Sheet
"CheckBric"
Name of Student being evaluated: _______________________________
******Place a checkmark beside the appropriate evaluation criteria*******
Participation
Student has participated in an effective manner throughout the entire activity.
Always _____ Most of the time _____ Some of the time _____ Rarely _____
Communication
Student uses effective non-verbal communication during the tableau and
has used effective communication skills with peers in planning stages for
the tableau.
Always _____ Most of the time _____ Some of the time _____ Rarely _____
Dramatic Skills
Student uses effective skills pertinent to the tableau (e.g. facial expressions, transitions, respectful conduct).
Always ____ Most of the time ______ Some of the time _____ Rarely _____
Religious Content
Student uses specifics from the biblical passage that were studied.
Thoroughly _____ Effectively ______ Sometimes ____With difficulty _____
Feedback:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 3
Peer Evaluation Sheet
Student "CheckBric"
Name of Student being evaluated: _______________________________
Peer Evaluator's Name: ____________________
******Place a checkmark beside the appropriate evaluation criteria*******
Participation
Peer has participated in an effective manner throughout the entire activity.
Always _____ Most of the time _____ Some of the time _____ Rarely _____
Communication
Peer uses effective non-verbal communication during the tableau and has
used effective communication skills with peers in planning stages for the
tableau.
Always _____ Most of the time _____ Some of the time _____ Rarely _____
Dramatic Skills
Peer uses effective skills pertinent to the tableau (e.g. facial expressions,
transitions, respectful conduct).
Always ____ Most of the time ______ Some of the time _____ Rarely _____
Religious Content
Student uses specifics from the biblical passage that were studied.
Thoroughly _____ Effectively ______ Sometimes ____With difficulty _____
Feedback:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 5b
On the Lenten Journey to Holy Week
Lesson 5

The Mass of the Lord’s Supper:
Holy Thursday

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 5b Lesson 5
The Mass of The Lord’s Supper:
Holy Thursday
Lesson Overview
In this lesson, students will be learning about
the parts of the Mass and Liturgy. A particular
focus will be on the religious symbols present
during the Last Supper (e.g. the Eucharist).

On the Lenten Journey
to Holy Week

Duration: 120 minutes (3 periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Rights and Responsibilities
Solidarity

Religious Education:
Gr. 4 ‐ LC1.3: Explain how the Church is
“mystery” (the Church is both a visible
community of faith, hope and charity and
a spiritual community – the mystical Body
of Christ endowed with heavenly riches,
both human and divine; a communion of
God and persons and link this mystery to
the call to holiness and our response.

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
CGE1b: participates in the sacramental life of
the church and demonstrates an understanding
of the centrality of the Eucharist to our Catholic
story

Gr. 5 ‐ CL2.2: Identify the elements of the
liturgy of Mass that make Christ’s pres‐
ence visible through signs, words and the
action of the Holy Spirit (The Assembly,
the Liturgy of the Word, the Eucharistic
Prayer, the Priesthood).

CGE1f: seeks intimacy with God and celebrates
communion with God, others and creation
through prayer and worship

Gr. 5 ‐ CL2.3: Explain how the prayers,
ritual actions, and songs in the liturgy of
the Mass can unite us in full, conscious
and active participation and transform us
into a community called to witness to the
presence of Christ in the world.

CGE2a: listens actively and critically to under‐
stand and learn in light of gospel values
CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member

Gr. 6 Fundamental Concept: CL2
The Mass is the source and summit of
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Christian life.
Gr. 6 ‐ CL2: Understand the order of the
Mass and the meaning of the various rites
within the Liturgy.
Gr. 6 ‐ CL2.2: Explain the significance and
meaning of the “breaking of bread” for
the early Church and its relationship to
the concluding rite of Mass (being sent
forth to serve and witness to Christ).
Gr. 6 ‐ CL3: Demonstrate an understand‐
ing of the Liturgical seasons of Lent, East‐
er and the Feast of Pentecost as they are
revealed through rituals, images and
symbols and the Church’s sacraments (the
mysteries of Christ’s life (i.e. Paschal Mys‐
tery).

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
• What are the specific components of the Liturgy?
• What does “The Body of Christ Mean?”
• What is “The Cup of Blood”?
• What do the specific colours of the garments worn by a priest represent?
• What specific symbols and rituals form our faith? (e.g. which are present during any
Mass)
Scripture Passage:
 “The Last Supper” (Luke 22 1‐38)

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Learn about The Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday Liturgy) and about the sym‐
bols of Lent and the symbols used during Mass throughout the year.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
“After taking the cup, He gave
thanks and said:
‐

‘Take this and divide it
among you. For I tell you I
will not drink again of the
fruit of the vine until the
kingdom of God comes.’”

“And He took bread, gave
thanks and broke it, and gave it
to them, saying:
‐

‘This is my body given for
you; do this in remem‐
brance of me.’”

Materials:
‐ Student bibles or electronic devices and use of the following
link for students:
‐ “Bible for Catholics” By Greg Fairbrother on the Apple App
Store.
‐ iPads or Tablets for use of the free app audio voice record‐
ing.
‐ Audio Memo App information (See Appendix 1)
‐ Worksheets for activity centres (See Appendix 2)
‐ Opening and Closing prayers (See Appendix 3)
‐ Reflection on Liturgy (See Appendix 4)
Internet Resources:
‐ “The Easter Triduum” Video YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yfc_EHNHBLI

Links:
‐ Teaching the Mass with Narration:
“In the same way, after the sup‐
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5nzAxPY0Wo
per He took the cup, saying:
‐ The Order of Mass: http://catholic‐
resources.org/ChurchDocs/Mass.htm
‐ ‘This cup is the new cove‐
‐ Outline of Roman Catholic Mass:
nant in my blood, which is
http://smcaustin.org/outline‐of‐the‐roman‐catholic‐mass
poured out for you. But the
hand of him who is going
‐ The Eucharist ‐ The Body of Christ:
to betray me is with mine
http://catholicmom.com/2015/04/02/the‐eucharist‐the‐
on the table. The Son of
body‐of‐christ/
Man will go as it has been
‐ The Purpose of the Homily:
decreed, but woe to that
http://clarionherald.info/clarion/index.php/special‐
man who betrays him.’”
sections/year‐of‐renewal‐the‐mass/918‐what‐is‐the‐
purpose‐of‐the‐homily‐at‐sunday‐mass
‐ Symbols of the Roman Catholic Church:
http://www.parishes.bne.catholic.net.au/maryborough/sym
bols.htm
‐ Religious Symbols for Catholics:
http://www.iccreligiouseducation.com/catholic_symbols.cfm
‐ Together at One Altar:
http://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/craft/dsp‐
content.cfm?loadref=36
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

5 minute rotations x 5 groups = 25 minutes + 10 minute Consolidation
Using the strategy called “Numbered Heads” (see below on this page), students will be visiting
each activity centre and exploring the symbols used during a Liturgy and discussing their an‐
swers to the prompts below.
Students will record their answers to the Activity Centre prompts below using the free App
called Audio Memos (see Appendix 1). An iPad will be provided at each Activity Centre. An alter‐
native to using the iPad would be for students to add comments to a Google document that the
teacher has provided. These comments would be added after each group rotation. It is recom‐
mended that each group has a student called the “recorder” who will either type in their
responses, or speak for the audio recording.
Students will be numbered from 1‐5 according to the number of Activity Centres. All of the 1’s
will go to Activity Centre #1, the 2’s will go to Activity Centre #2, the 3’s will go to Activity Centre
#3, the 4’s will go to Activity Centre #4 and finally the 5’s will go to Activity Centre #5.
Numbered Heads strategy:
Description
“Numbered heads is a structure whereby students are organized into collaborative groups and
number off (for example, student number 1, student number 2, student number 3, student
number 4). The teacher poses a problem and sets a time limit for each group to investigate the
problem. The teacher then calls a number, and the student with that number in each group re‐
sponds. This strategy has a simple structure with a short timeframe and can be used at any point
in a learning experience while talking as they work collectively to respond to the question and
ensure that each member of the group understands the answer. Numbered heads is used as an
alternative to whole‐class question‐and‐answer and as a way to support all class members sim‐
ultaneously in review or consolidation of learning.”
* Note ‐ students will rotate with their group to next Activity Centre after teacher signal (e.g. a
horn, a bell, a countdown). *
*See Appendix 2 for further details and worksheets for each centre.
*See links listed in Resources and on worksheets to help find answers to the questions.
______________________________________________________________________________
Activity Centre # 1: (Appendix 2‐(i))
1. What are the parts of any Mass?
(Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, Concluding Rite. There are
many parts within each of these main parts.)
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Activity Centre # 2: (Appendix 2‐(ii))

1. What is The Body of Christ?
2. What is The Cup of Blood?
3. What does each mean?
4. What does each represent?
Activity Centre # 3 Type of Vestments worn at Mass: (Appendix 2‐(iii))
1. What is The Alb worn by the Priest?
2. What is Cincture worn by the Priest?
3. What does the Green Vestment worn by the Priest represent?
4. What does the White Vestment worn by the Priest represent?
5. What does the Purple Vestment worn by the Priest represent?
Activity Centre # 4: The Homily and Mass (Appendix 2‐(iv))
1. What is the homily?
2. Are there any particular differences between a Sunday Mass during ordinary time and during
Holy Week?
Activity Centre # 5: The Liturgical Seasons (Appendix 2‐(v))

1. What are the similarities and differences between the procession and/or religious symbols
used (e.g. decorations used for the altar) during Lent vs. Ordinary Time?

2. What do they represent? (i.e. what do they mean?)
Consolidation for Minds‐On ‐ 10 minutes
Students should get an opportunity to share information found during activity centres. It would
be a great opportunity to have informal discussion with their peers with a turn and talk scenario
to share similarities and differences in what they learned (i.e., students discuss orally with those
who are seated to the right or to the left of them who were not in their activity groupings).
Discussion Description

Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner quoted from the Ontario Ministry of Education and
Training pg. 54: “Discussion is purposeful talk through which students explore think‐
ing, respond to ideas, process information, and articulate their thoughts in verbal ex‐
changes with peers and teachers. Discussion is used to promote and clarify under‐
standing of concepts, ideas, and information in all subject areas. It places the empha‐
sis on students talking and listening to each other. Students use discussion to make
connections between ideas and experience and to reflect on a variety of meanings
and interpretations of texts, experiences, and phenomena.”
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

75 minutes
If possible, arrange for the priest to lead a ‘Teaching Mass’ in the local church.
*Remind students to be respectful when in the House of God”.
If it is not possible to visit the church, the teacher can lead a Teaching Liturgy in the classroom
to explain the parts of the Mass and to focus on the Symbols of the Mass.
In this activity, students will experience the teaching strategy of the “Ceremony” by listening to,
and participating in a Liturgy ‐ Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner pg. 23:
“Ceremony is the use of ritualistic and stylistic conventions and practices to depict
unique and distinguishing features of historical or social traditions of a culture.
Ceremony imposes a formal structure often with prescribed traditional move‐
ments, costumes or artifacts. Innovative use of ceremony can provide opportuni‐
ties for students to demonstrate creative expression in dance and drama” (Ontario
Ministry of Education)
Prayers and Gospel reading for “Teaching Liturgy” (see Appendix # 3a & b)
If you are not confident in leading the teaching liturgy, you may use the link titled: “Teaching
the Mass” with Narration.
Discuss and explain responses that are used in the Mass.
Pause to allow discussion of student responses from each Activity Centre visited during the
“Minds On” Activity. An assigned student can share the information recorded by each group.
Discuss and explain particular religious symbols (e.g. colour used on the altar) highlighting the
differences between a Mass in Ordinary Time vs. a Lenten Mass.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

15 minutes
Have students complete the Reflection on Liturgy (See Appendix #4)
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use Audio Memo or other assistive technology to
complete this reflection.
When students are finished, the teacher will invite participation from students with the whole
class to gain a good understanding of what students understood about the symbols and about
what they liked and/or what they want to learn more about.
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CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Invite another class to share in the celebration of the Eucharist with unleavened bread
and grape juice.

Instructions for making unleavened bread:
Ingredients:
3 cups of all‐purpose flour
2 tablespoons of butter or cooking oil
3 large eggs
1/2 cup of water or milk
1 teaspoon of salt
Directions:
1. Combine the dry ingredients, flour and salt, into a mixing bowl and mix them together.
2. Beat the oil and eggs together, then add this mixture to the aforementioned dry
ingredient mixture.
3. Add the milk, then beat the mixture for 2 to 3 minutes until it is smooth.
4. Pour the batter into three greased 8 inch square baking pans.
5. Bake at 450 degrees F for 20 minutes.
6. Enjoy!
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APPENDIX 1
Audio Memo App
Students are to choose a “Student Recorder” who will either record the audio, type in
responses on a Google document or complete the worksheet below for each activity
centre.
Description of the Free App from the App store called Audio Memos
“Audio Memos is a voice recorder for the iPhone and iPad. What you'll really like
about Audio Memos, is that you can actually HEAR your recordings (try it and
compare; you'll hear what we mean). It's also easy to use, with a simple and intuitive interface. Yet with many advanced features as volume boost, volume normalizing, editing of recordings and more. Most of these features are exclusive to
this program, which makes it one of the most advanced recorders.”
(Apple - Audio Memo App).
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APPENDIX 2 ‐ (i)
Activity Centre # 1:
Group Members: ________________________________________________
Date: _______________________
Record your thoughts first in writing (by the student designated as the “recorder”) and
then record it on the Audio Memo app or on a Google document.
1) What are the parts of any Mass? (e.g. Beginning - Father walks to the Altar
with procession, Liturgy of the word…).
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Internet resources to help you find answers to the above questions:
The Order of Mass: http://catholic-resources.org/ChurchDocs/Mass.htm
Outline of Roman Catholic Mass: http://smcaustin.org/outline-of-the-roman-catholicmass
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APPENDIX 2 ‐ (ii)
Activity Centre # 2:
Group Members: ________________________________________________
Date: _______________________
Record your thoughts first in writing (by the student designated as the “recorder”) and
then record it on the Audio Memo app or on a Google document.
1) What is The Body of Christ?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What is The Cup of Blood?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What does each mean?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4. What does each represent?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Internet Resource to help you find answers to the above questions:
The Eucharist - The Body of Christ: http://catholicmom.com/2015/04/02/the-eucharistthe-body-of-christ/
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APPENDIX 2 ‐ (iii)
Activity Centre # 3
Type of Vestments Worn at Mass
Group Members: ________________________________________________
Date: _______________________
Record your thoughts first in writing (by the student designated as the “recorder”) and
then record it on the Audio Memo app or on a Google document.
1. What is The Alb worn by the Priest?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What is Cincture worn by the Priest?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. What does the Green Vestment worn by the Priest represent?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4. What does the White Vestment worn by the Priest represent?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. What does the Purple Vestment worn by the Priest represent?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Internet Resources to help you find answers to the above questions:
Teaching the Mass with Narration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5nzAxPY0Wo
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APPENDIX 2 ‐ (iv)
Activity Centre # 4
Differences/Similarities with the Mass in different Liturgical
Seasons.
Group Members: ________________________________________________
Date: _______________________
Record your thoughts, first in writing (by the student designated as the “recorder”) and
then record it on the Audio Memo app or on a Google document.
1. What is the homily?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Are there any particular differences between a regular Mass during Ordinary
Time and during Holy Week?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Internet Resources to help you find answers to the above questions:
Teaching the Mass with Narration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5nzAxPY0Wo
The Purpose of the Homily: http://clarionherald.info/clarion/index.php/specialsections/year-of-renewal-the-mass/918-what-is-the-purpose-of-the-homily-at-sundaymass
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APPENDIX 2 ‐ (v)
Activity Centre # 5
Differences/Similarities in Procession in different times
throughout the year.
Group Members: ____________

Date: _______________________

Record your thoughts first in writing (by the student designated as the “recorder”) and
then record it on the Audio Memo app or on a Google document or written by hand.
1. What are the similarities and differences between the procession and/or religious symbols used (e.g. decorations used for the altar) during Lent/Easter vs.
Ordinary Time?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What do they represent? (i.e. What do they mean?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Internet Resources to help you find answers to the above questions:
Symbols of the Roman Catholic Church:
http://www.parishes.bne.catholic.net.au/maryborough/symbols.htm
Religious Symbols for Catholcs:
http://www.iccreligiouseducation.com/catholic_symbols.cfm
Together at One Altar:
http://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/craft/dsp-content.cfm?loadref=36
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APPENDIX 3‐a
Gospel Reading for “Teaching Liturgy”
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper
Adapted from John 14:25-31
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, who the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you
of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them
be afraid. You heard me say to you. ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you
may believe. I will no longer talk much with you for the ruler of this world is coming. He
has no power over me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world
may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way” John 14: 25-31
Opening Prayer:
“Let us begin today’s prayer with a sign of our faith: In the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Let us pray; Lord as we prepare to enter the mystery of three most holy days, we ask
that you illuminate our minds and hearts with hope and promise of Christ’s passion,
death and resurrection. Give us eyes to see Him in the breaking of the bread and
hearts that reach out to Him in service to one another. We ask you this through Christ
our Lord”. Amen

APPENDIX 3‐b
Closing Prayer for “Teaching Liturgy”
Closing Prayer:
We begin with the sign of our faith:
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Lord, we thank You for the gift of Your son.
May our entry into the mysteries of His life, death, and resurrection
give us the confidence to live with unshakeable faith
in Your faithful and abiding Love.
We make this prayer to You in His name. Amen.
And may Almighty God bless us: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=216
(This link has a digital reading of the Our Father.)
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APPENDIX 4
Reflection on Liturgy
Name: ____________________________________

Date: __________________

1. Which activity centre did you enjoy the most? Explain why.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2. Explain two new findings - More specifically the symbols - that are used during
Holy Week that you learned during the “Teaching Liturgy”. What do these
symbols mean/represent?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

3. What are some recommendations that you would give to your teacher so that
students can learn more about Holy Thursday and the Lenten Liturgies?
OR
What would you like to explore more? (e.g. I would like to focus on how incense
is made and what it is used for).
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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Unit 5b Lesson 6
The Meaning of
Good Friday

On the Lenten Journey
To Holy Week

Lesson Overview
Students will understand the meaning of Good
Friday through The Passion Narrative, scriptures
and through performing a bibliodrama.
Duration: 80‐120 Minutes (2‐3 periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr. 5 Fundamental Concept: CL3:
The Church celebrates the Liturgical seasons
of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Ordi‐
nary Time to coincide with the Paschal Mys‐
tery of Christ’s life.
Gr. 5 ‐ CL3: Understand that the Liturgical
year celebrates both the mysteries of
Christ’s life and memorial celebrations for
the saints who are examples to us of Christ.
Gr. 6 Believing:
All that Jesus did and taught, both in his hid‐
den and public life, is to be seen in the light
of the mysteries of Christmas and Easter.
Gr. 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Church’s teaching concerning the
mysteries of the hidden and public life of
Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering and
death, rising from the dead and ascending
into heaven)
Gr. 6 ‐ CL3.1: Make connections between
the Church’s Liturgy of the Word (i.e. Gos‐
pel) celebrated during Lent and Easter and
the themes of reconciliation and salvation
(e.g. Repentance, forgiveness, restitution,
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The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
Rights and Responsibilities
Solidarity
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
CGE1j: recognizes that “sin, human weakness,
conflict and forgiveness are part of the human
journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign of
forgiveness is at the heart of redemption. (Wit‐
nesses to Faith)
CGE2a: listens actively and critically to under‐
stand and learn in light of gospel values
CGE2b: reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively
CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member
CGE5e: respects the rights, responsibilities and
contributions of self and others
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hope and justice).

CGE7c: seeks and grants forgiveness

Gr. 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Church’s teaching concerning the
mysteries of the hidden and public life of
Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering and
death, rising from the dead and ascending
into heaven)
Gr. 6 ‐ CL3.1: Make connections between
the Church’s Liturgy of the Word (i.e. Gos‐
pel) celebrated during Lent and Easter and
the themes of reconciliation and salvation
(e.g. Repentance, forgiveness, restitution,
hope and justice).
Gr. 6 ‐ CL3.2: Describe various ways Christ’s
death and Resurrection are expressed in
both the sacraments of Initiation and the
liturgical rites and symbols of the Easter
Triduum (e.g. through symbols ‐ Darkness /
Light, Fire, the Paschal Candle, empty taber‐
nacle; through word and song ‐
Exultant, Scripture Readings; through sac‐
ramentals ‐ incense, water, oils, cross).
Gr. 6 ‐ ML2.1: Examine a selection of Scrip‐
ture passages and summarize what Jesus
taught his disciples to help form their con‐
science (live in accordance with God’s will ‐
Matt. 5‐7: Beatitudes, Sermon on the
Mount; instructions on becoming a disciple
and servant ‐ Matt. 25: Thy will be done ‐
the Garden of Gethsemane: Matt. 26:36‐46).

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
• What are all of the events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion, death and resurrection?
• What is a bibliodrama?
• Why do people use the term “The Passion”?
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Scripture Passages:
 Mark 14:32‐52 Gethsemane
 Matthew 26:47‐56 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus.
 Matthew 26: 57‐68 The Sanhedrin
 John 18:28‐40 Jesus before Pilate
 John 19:1‐16 Scourged & Condemned
 John 19:17‐22 Jesus bears his cross
 John 19:23‐27 The women at the cross
 John 19:28‐30 Jesus dies on the cross
 Luke 23:32‐43 Crucified as King
 Luke 23:44‐49 Jesus' death
 Luke 23:50‐56 Jesus' burial

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
•

Highlight The Passion of Christ and his death in understanding the meaning of Good
Friday.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects
of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ The Passion of Christ
‐ Betrayal
Trial
‐ The Sanhedrin
‐ The High Priests
‐ Pontius Pilate
‐ Scourging
‐ Crucifixion

Materials:
‐ Chart Paper, Markers, Copy of Scripture (optional).
Resources:
‐ Bibles
‐ Bibliodrama template sheet (See Appendix 1)
‐ Teacher Feedback Sheet (See Appendix 2a)
‐ Description of Learning Log (See Appendix 2b)
‐ Learning Log (See Appendix 3)
Internet Resources:
‐ Prayers for Good Friday:
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http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1224
‐

The Passion of Jesus according to John:
http://oremus.org/liturgy/lhwe/john.html

‐

Bibliodrama foreword by Peter Pitzele
http://www.bibliodrama.com/what‐is‐bibliodrama

‐

Teen Song of Mark ‐ Presentation of the Passion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tp2g_9wea9I

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

20 minutes
Begin with a Prayer for Good Friday (See Resource links for suggestions)
Group Scripture Analysis: Organize students into 5 groups of 3‐4 per group.
Have students read and discuss the meaning of each scripture passage from Good Friday. Stu‐
dents can record their ideas on chart paper.


Group # 1: Scripture = Mark 14:32‐52 Gethsemane, Matthew 26:47‐56 The Betrayal and
Arrest of Jesus.



Group # 2: Scripture = Matthew 26: 57‐68 The Sanhedrin, John 18:28‐40 Jesus before Pi‐
late



Group # 3: Scripture = John 19:1‐16 Scourged & Condemned, John 19:17‐22 Jesus bears
his cross,



Group # 4: Scripture = John 19:17 Mary Meets Jesus, Luke 23:26 Simon helps Jesus



Group #5: Scripture = Luke 23:32‐43 Crucified as King, Luke 23:44‐49, Jesus’ death, Luke
23:50‐56 Jesus' burial

Discussion: Minds On Activity ‐ 10 minutes
Have students lead an informal discussion with their peers with a turn and talk scenario to share
what they had found during the group activity with students from other groups.
Discussion Strategy Description
Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner quoted from the Ontario Ministry of Education and Train‐
ing pg. 54: “Discussion is purposeful talk through which students explore thinking, respond
to ideas, process information, and articulate their thoughts in verbal exchanges with peers
and teachers. Discussion is used to promote and clarify understanding of concepts, ideas,
and information in all subject areas. It places the emphasis on students talking and listen‐
ing to each other. Students use discussion to make connections between ideas and experi‐
ence and to reflect on a variety of meanings and interpretations of texts, experiences, and
phenomena.”

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

40 ‐ 80 minutes
Using a whole group discussion format, the teacher will go through the students’ charts (created
in the Minds On Activity) and will use a “Highlights Summary” strategy. In this strategy the teach‐
er uses different colours of highlighters to highlight important information from the scripture
passages writing directly on the students’ charts while discussing them with the class. (About 10
minutes)
Next, students will work on a Bibliodrama (http://www.bibliodrama.com/what‐is‐bibliodrama).
“Bibliodrama…is a form of role playing or improvisational theatre using Bible stories
(Peter Pitzele from the bibilodrama website) of The Passion.”

(See Appendix 1 for a student template on the bibliodrama).
Criteria for the Bibliodrama:
Goal: Students will learn about Good Friday by completing a biblical reenactment of the passage
selected.
 Students will remain in the same groupings (3‐4 students) as in the Minds On Activity.
 Students will use the same scripture passages that they discussed and read during the Minds
On Activity.
 Students will act through a bibliodrama regarding the specifics of the scipture passages.
*Notes for students:
- Decide who is going to play which characters.
- Rehearse your parts so that the bibliodrama runs smoothly.
- Be ready to share these bibliodrama with the rest of the class during the whole class presenta‐
tions.
Here is an example of a script for the bibliodrama for a Good Friday Production:
http://oremus.org/liturgy/lhwe/john.html
See Appendix 2a for a Teacher Feedback sheet to be used while students are working on their
group work on the bibliodrama activity.
**Note: It may be beneficial for students to see a formal production of the Passion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tp2g_9wea9I (begins about 10 minutes into the video).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

20 minutes
Students will share their bibliodramas with the rest of the class in using a round table discussion
format (see below). The goal is to highlight important information from what students have
learned for Good Friday.
Teacher will complete a Teacher Feedback/Evaluation Sheet (See Appendix 2a). Once students
present their bibliodrama renactment to the class, they will complete a Learning Log
(See Appendix 3 for a learning log template and Appendix 2b for further explanation).
Round Table Discussion Format
Description from the Ontario Ministry of Education and Training Curriculum Unit Planner
“Round table is an information‐sharing strategy that is used to generate multiple answers
to a question posed by the teacher. Students respond in writing to a question that re‐
quires factual answers rather than conceptual or controversial responses. In sequential
round table, one piece of paper is circulated and students add information that answers
the question as it comes to them. In a simultaneous round table, each student responds
on a separate piece of paper. At the end of both writing activities, the students present
their answers to the class. This strategy encourages students to take turns, listen actively
to peers, and add information to build on the ideas of others. In the next step in the
strategy, students can develop categories about the topic and organize their answers into
the appropriate categories.”

To close, lead the students in a Closing Prayer for Good Friday.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Give students time to plan and present “The Passion of Jesus” play.



Invite other students from other classes to generate interest.



Plan this well in advance as it may take weeks or months for this production. You could
form a cooperative club where students collaborate at lunch and afterschool to rehearse
and prepare for the play.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1
Bibliodrama Template Sheet for Group Work
Group Members: ______________________________________________________
Biblical Passage selected: ______________________________________________
1) Mark 14:32-52 Gethsemane, Matthew 26:47-56 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus.
OR
2) Matthew 26: 57-68 The Sanhedrin, John 18:28-40 Jesus before Pilate
OR
3) John 19:1-16 Scourged & Condemned, John 19:17-22 Jesus bears his cross
OR
4) John 19:17 Mary Meets Jesus, Luke 23:26 Simon helps Jesus
OR
5) Luke 23:32-43 Crucified as King, Luke 23:44-49, Jesus’ death, Luke 23:50-56 Jesus' burial

Explanation of a Bibliodrama:
“Bibliodrama…is a form of role playing or improvisational theatre using Bible stories”
(Peter Pitzele from the bibilodrama website) of The Passion.”
Critiera for BiblioDrama:
Goal: Students will learn about Good Friday by completing a biblical renactment of the
passage selected.
Criteria:
- Students will remain in the same groupings (3-4 students) as in the Minds-On
Activity.
- Students will continue the same scripture passage that they discussed and read during the Minds-On activity and will further it by renacting a bibliodrama regarding the
specifics of this passage.
- Decide who is going to playing which characters.
Complete the template to help you with your planning:
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________
Role(s) and Character(s) Chosen:__________________________________________
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________
Role(s) and Character(s) Chosen:__________________________________________
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________
Role(s) and Character(s) Chosen:_________________________________________
Student’s Name:_______________________________________________________
Role(s) and Character(s) Chosen:_________________________________________

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

7

Unit 5b, Lesson 6

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 2a
Teacher Feedback and Criteria Sheet for BiblioDrama
Concept: Reenactment of Scripture Passage regarding Good Friday
Look-Fors in achieving bibliodrama from the activity:
Religious Vocabulary, acting skills, accurate use of information from the scripture
passages regarding Good Friday.
Teacher’s Notes:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Learning Skills (Work Habits): ___________________________________________
Look-Fors:

Group Work Skills
(On Task, works effectively as a team member, respects the ideas of others).
Teacher’s Notes:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 2b
Learning Log
After students have presented their activity, they will go back to their seats to
complete a reflective independent learning log.
Here is a description from the Ontario Ministry of Education and Training:
“The learning log/journal is a sustained, written reflection on the process and
content of learning. Learning logs/journals require regular entries, but may be
used at different points in a unit or topic (at the beginning of a lesson to focus
learning and make connections to previous lessons, or during the lesson to
consolidate learning and ensure understanding). They can be used to record
observations (for instance, monitoring plant growth, recalling classroom discussions), to track learning through independent study, and to assess progress and attitude to learning. Learning logs require the reflective participation of the student. The teacher may respond to student reflections orally or in
writing, in both formal and informal ways.” (Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner Queens Printer).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 3
Learning Log for Good Friday Activity
Name: __________________________

Date: __________________________

1) Using the bible passage that you studied from Good Friday, write a 1 paragraph summary regarding the specifics of its meaning.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2) Write about two events that you enjoyed from the bibliodrama activity (e.g. either from your groups’ presentation or from a peers’ presentation).
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3) In your own words, reflect on the Big Idea of Good Friday. What is Good
Friday?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Unit 5b

Lesson 7

Good Friday ‐ We Remember
Lesson Overview
Students will develop a deeper understanding
of the meaning of Good Friday, and will investi‐
gate symbols that represent this Holy Day.

On the Lenten Journey
to Holy Week

Duration: 120‐160 minutes
(3‐4 periods in length)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr. 5 Fundamental Concept: CL3:
The Church celebrates the Liturgical seasons
of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Ordi‐
nary Time to coincide with the Paschal Mys‐
tery of Christ’s life.
Gr. 6 Believing:
All that Jesus did and taught, both in his hid‐
den and public life, is to be seen in the light
of the mysteries of Christmas and Easter.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
CGE1c: actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and Chris‐
tian scriptures

Gr. 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Church’s teaching concerning the
mysteries of the hidden and public life of
Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering and
death, rising from the dead and ascending
into heaven).

CGE1h: respects the faith traditions, world reli‐
gions and the life‐journeys of all people of good
will

Gr. 6 ‐ CL3.2: Describe various ways Christ’s
death and Resurrection are expressed in
both the sacraments of Initiation and the
liturgical rites and symbols of the Easter
Triduum (e.g. through symbols ‐ Darkness /
Light, Fire, the Paschal Candle, empty taber‐
nacle; through word and song ‐ Exultant,

CGE2b: reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CGE2a: listens actively and critically to under‐
stand and learn in light of gospel values

CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member
CGE5e: respects the rights, responsibilities and
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Scripture Readings; through sacramentals ‐
incense, water, oils, cross).

contributions of self and others

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
• Why did Jesus forgive Judas for his betrayal?
• What is the significance of the crown of thorns?
• Why did Jesus sacrifice himself through torture and crucifixion?
• How is the Good Friday Liturgy different from a Mass?
Scripture Passages:
 “The Son of Man must suffer greatly…and be killed…” Mark 15:25, 33

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
•
•

•

Understand the literal meaning of Good Friday
Give meaning to the symbols of the Easter Triduum (e.g. through symbols ‐ Darkness /
Light, Fire, the Paschal Candle, empty tabernacle; through word and song ‐ Scripture
Readings; through sacramentals ‐ incense, water, oils, cross).
Reflect and Pray on Jesus’ Sacrifice ‐ our Saviour

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language mean‐
ingful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to cur‐
riculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ The Passion of Christ
‐ Crucifixion
‐ Saviour
‐ Good Friday or Great
Friday or Holy Friday
‐ Somber
‐ Tabernacle
‐ Incense

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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‐ Art & Craft supplies: see instructions of each craft for details
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‐ Research worksheets (See Appendices 1‐i to 1‐v)
‐ Template for Teacher anecdotal notes (See Appendix 2)
‐ Web Graphic Organizer (See Appendix 3)
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‐
‐
‐

Water
Oils
Paschal Candle

Interesting Facts:
‐ Some Catholics wear black
on Good Friday, cover their
mirrors, extinguish candles
and any lamps burning before
icons, keep amusements and
distractions down, and go
about the day in great solem‐
nity.
‐ Eating Fish on Good Friday
(or Fridays in general):
Historically, since about the
second century of Christiani‐
ty, Christians abstained from
meat on Friday as a kind of
sacrifice and reminder that
acknowledged Jesus’ sacrifice
on the Cross. It’s also why we
proclaim the sorrowful mys‐
teries of the rosary on Friday.

Internet Resources:
‐ Song “The Power of the Cross” by Kristyn Getty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aowdjLeaCYs&index=1&
list=PL6F51E640736594DD
‐ Behold the Wood of the Cross Sung by Jesuits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baxQqo891tw
‐ What is Good Friday?
http://www.catholic.org/clife/lent/friday.php
‐ Why do Catholics Only Eat Fish on Good Friday (Busted Ha‐
lo): http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/did‐catholics‐only‐
eat‐fish‐on‐friday‐because‐they‐had‐an‐agreement‐with‐
fisheries
‐ Padlet Online Free Application: https://padlet.com/
‐ Who Wants to be a Millionare free template:
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/technology_tutorials/p
owerpoint_game_templates_technology_tutorials.htm

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

20 minutes
Watch the music video clip “Catholic Hymn, Behold The Wood Of The Cross” by the St. Louis Jesu‐
its on Good Friday OR “The Power of The Cross” by Kristyn Getty. (See links in resources)
Discuss the following questions: (This may be done as a full class or in small groups.)


What is the song about?



What did you like or dislike about the video? (consider: melody, tempo, lyrics, meaning,
pictures, captions, etc.)



How does the song help you to better understand Good Friday?



What else might you want to learn about Good Friday?

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

Part 1 ‐ Research
40‐80 minutes (See Appendices 1‐i through 1‐v for details on each activity centre.)
It is recommended that the action of this lesson be split up into 2 periods ‐ 1 period for the re‐
search task and 1 period for the art activity/consolidation.
Organize students into 5 groups for 5 different activity centres.
Note – In a large class, you may choose to assign multiple groups to each activity to keep group
size small.
Instructions for students:
Complete one activity centre, then use all that you have learned to create a web graphic organiz‐
er representative of Good Friday.

‐ Use technology (e.g. iPads, Tablet, Chromebook) to help you access further information.
‐ Use the links given as well as independent research to complete the questions on the research
worksheet.

‐ Include both writing and images in your web.

Alternate Consolidation for Research Tasks
20‐30 minutes
Students will consolidate their learning using the “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” free template.
Teacher can demonstrate how to enter a question and four responses. Student groups will work
together to create a game which incorporates all of the concepts from their research about Good
Friday.
*Differentiated instruction: Teacher can prepare a game in advance and have students play in
teams.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Part 2 ‐ Good Friday Art/Craft Activity Centres
15‐75 minutes (Depending on how many art activities each student will create)
There are different ways you could approach this activity. You may want to give students an op‐
portunity to rotate through each centre OR to focus on just 1 or 2 activities.
Please allot class time accordingly. Each centre should take about 15 minutes.
See Appendix 2 for Teacher Anecdotal sheet.

Activity Centre # 1: Calvary Hill Paper Plate Craft

Materials:
•
a paper plate
•
brown paper
•
crayons
•
scissors
•
glue
Instructions for students:
Cut a half circle in the middle of a plate
Fold half circle to form the hill
Colour the plate making it resemble a hill
Cut out 3 crosses and glue them to the hill
Add Jesus’ tomb

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Activity Centre # 2 : Tooth Pick Crosses
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/03/good‐friday‐crafts‐and‐activities‐

.html

Materials:
 Black Construction paper
 Glue
 Toothpicks
 Scissors
Instructions for students:
‐ Cut out black construction paper in the form of a cross
‐ Glue toothpicks throughout the cross and fill
‐ Leave to dry for 15 minutes

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Activity Centre #3: Family at the Foot of the Cross
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/03/good‐friday‐crafts‐and‐activities‐plus.html

Materials:
 Buttons
 Black Felt or Construction Paper
 Canvas
 Cardboard
 Glue and Glue Gun
Instructions for students:
‐ Cut out a 8 1/2 by 11 piece of cardboard
‐ Wrap a piece of canvas around the cardboard and staple
‐ Cut out three crosses using construction paper and glue to the canvas (you may need fab‐
ric glue or a glue gun)
‐ Decorate the bottom of the cross (family at the foot of the cross) using buttons. Ensure to
glue each button on
‐ Let the art dry for 30 minutes

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Activity Centre #4: Clothes‐Pin Crucifix
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2011/04/good-friday-craft-clothes-pin-crucifix.html

Materials:
 2 sheets of brown construction paper
 small 2.5 cm circle of yellow paper
 small piece of white paper
 3 clothes pins taken apart with metal hinge removed
 tissue (2 to 3 cm piece)
 tape
 glue (white glue and/or hot glue)
 coloured pencils (brown, black, red and orange)
 scissors
Instructions:
‐ Fold the construction paper every 2.54 cm to make a flat 2.54 x 15 cm long stiff vertical
cross section. (Fold in one direction, not back and forth like a fan. It's like rolling up the
paper but flattening the roll as you go.)
‐ Tape the end of the paper to one of the flat sides. This side will be the back of the cross.
‐ Cut the other piece of construction paper down to 15 cm x 13 cm. Fold it like the first, but
to make a 2.54 cm x 13 cm horizontal cross section.
‐ Tape the two sections together on the back side to create a cross.
‐ Glue two clothespin parts back to back to create Jesus’ body. Then add the two clothes
pin parts to create his legs. (see image)
‐ With coloured pencils, draw Jesus’ face, hair, and crown of thorns
‐ Cut out a 1'' circle of yellow paper and color the outer edge with orange and glue it down
at the center of the cross sections where the two parts intersect. This is the halo.
‐ Glue Jesus’ body and legs to the cross, placing his head at the center of the halo.
‐ Add the arms as shown in the picture
‐ Use pencil crayon to add nail marks and blood.
‐ With a black pencil write INRI on the white paper and draw a brown square shape around
it. Cut it out and glue it to the top of the cross.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Activity Centre #5: Make a Paper Crown of Thorns
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2012/03/make‐paper‐crown‐of‐thorns.html

Materials:
 Brown construction paper (12 x 18 inch sheet)
 Scissors
 Stapler
 Tissue paper
Instructions for students:
‐ Cut 12 x 18 inch of brown construction paper into 4 long parts
‐ Cut one of the sections into three parts, but leave them together on one end
‐ Braid the paper like you would braid hair (See link for instructions and helpful pictures)
‐ When braiding paper: After the first two times you cross the center strip, flip the strips of
paper as it crosses the center strip. (The top of the strip is now the bottom) If you don't
flip the third strip and those after it, the paper will just curl up as you braid and that will
be difficult to manage.
‐ Also, make sure that you don't try to make the braid tight or the paper will rip.
‐ Make as many as you need to get the size crown that you want.
‐ Staple the end of one braided piece to the end of another.
‐ Staple them together to make a circle
‐ Snip small "thorns" in the edge of the braided strips.
‐ Cover the entire braided wreath with these points.
‐ You may need to curl the thorns out so you can better see them.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

20 minutes
Students will display their art work using a Carousel format.
“Carousel is an information strategy that allows students to share a project, a summary of
an article, or a research report with several groups in the classroom. One student in each
group is designated to share the information and remains in place, while the rest of the
group rotates to listen to the designated speaker from another group. This occurs in a rota‐
tional sequence with all the groups in the class. Variations of the carousel strategy can in‐
clude the designated spokesperson from each group (Student #1) moving one team/group
to the right and presenting to the remaining students in that group. This strategy gives im‐
portance and context to a student’s work and develops personal accountability as the stu‐
dent presents to an audience beyond the teacher. It enables students to develop self‐
confidence and to practice presentation skills. It also prevents time‐consuming and repeti‐
tive reports to the whole class.” (Ontario Curriculum Unit Planner: Teaching/Learning Strat‐
egies Companion © Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 2002)

Students will use a Padlet online bulletin board to post information about what they have
learned through the art and craft centres.
Add interesting points, photos, links and facts about the activity centres that you visited and/or
were a part of. This is a great way to share your thoughts from the activity centres.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


If students demonstrate a lot of interest in the activity centres, they can extend their
artistic ability by creating their own artistic works without using materials and instruc‐
tions given to them throughout the activity centres. They can add their own materials
and ideas to the various activity centres (e.g. extending the crown of thorns without
using construction paper, using actual wood instead of the clothes pins for the cross,
changing the buttons to a material of student choice, substituting toothpicks with an‐
other resource, using a wood platform instead of a paper plate).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1‐i
Template for Research Task # 1
Group Member Names: ________________

Date: ____________________

Instructions for this task:
Research and create a web graphic organizer (or fill in the lines given in the template)
with all of the ideas you have found regarding the following symbols/facts/music videos/songs/discussion questions representative for Good Friday:
1. How is the Good Friday Liturgy different from a Mass?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
2. Why do Catholics not eat meat on Good Friday? (or they do not eat meat on any
given Friday throughout the year?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. Using the Busted Halo website: http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/did-catholicsonly-eat-fish-on-friday-because-they-had-an-agreement-with-fisheries, write a description about how Catholics remember and honour Jesus on Good Friday.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX 1‐ii
Template for Research Task # 2
Group Member Names: ________________

Date: ____________________

Instructions for this task:
Research and create a web graphic organizer (or fill in the lines given in the template)
with all of the ideas you have found regarding the following symbols/facts/music videos/songs/discussion questions representative for Good Friday:
1. What is the history of why the Friday before Easter is called Good Friday?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What is Good Friday also known as? What does INRI stand for?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. Find any interesting facts about Good Friday that you did not already know. Ensure
that your search includes the word Catholic as there are differences between
Catholic Beliefs about Good Friday and those of other Christians.
You may visit catholic.org for more information. Add this to your graphic organizer
(see Appendix 3) or complete using the space provided.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX 1‐iii
Template for Research Task # 3
Group Member Names: ________________

Date: ____________________

Instructions for this task:
Find various music videos or Songs on Good Friday. Complete a reflection sheet in
the following regarding the meaning of Good Friday.
Reflection on your choice of songs or music video
Title of song or music video: _______________
Reflection Questions:
1. Write a summary about this song or music video? (e.g. What was it all about? What
religious meaning did it have?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What did you dislike or like about the song or music video? (e.g. melody, tempo, lyrics, meaning, pictures, captions etc.)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. How does the song help you understand Good Friday better? (If it did not help you
understand Good Friday better, then please write recommendations on how to improve this activity or items that you would like to learn.)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX 1 ‐ iv
Template for Research Task # 4
Group Member Names: ________________

Date: ____________________

Instructions for this task:
Research and write a detailed description for the following symbols:
1. Symbolism for Darkness/Light, Fire (What do they mean or represent?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Empty tabernacle (What does it mean or represent?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. Sacramentals - incense, water, oils, cross (What do they mean or represent?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4. What is the crown of thorns? (What does it mean or represent?)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. Why did they call Jesus the King of Jews?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX 1‐v
Template for Research Task #5
Group Member Names: ________________

Date: ____________________

Instructions for this task:
Research and add Scripture Passages for Good Friday.
1. Scripture Passage: ______________________
Meaning:__________________________________________________________

2. Scripture Passage: ______________________
Meaning: __________________________________________________________

3. Scripture Passage: ______________________
Meaning: __________________________________________________________

4. Scripture Passage: ______________________
Meaning: __________________________________________________________

5. Scripture Passage: ______________________
Meaning: ___________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX 2
Template for Teacher’s Anecdotal Notes
To be completed while students are working on the Good Friday Art activities.

Student’s Name: ______________________ Date: __________________________

Art Design:___________________________

“Look-Fors” in achieving Good Friday Art Activity from the activity:
Religious Vocabulary, Religious concept integration into the Art designs, use of information is accurate in the creation of art designs.
Teacher’s Notes:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Learning Skills (Work Habits): ___________________________

“Look-Fors”: Group Work Skills (On Task, works effectively as a team member, follows
instructions, respects the ideas of others).
Teacher’s Notes:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX 3
Web Graphic Organizer
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Unit 5b Lesson 8
The Stations of the Cross

On the Lenten Journey
To Holy Week

Lesson Overview
Students will learn about the Stations of the
Cross by reflecting on its meaning through
prayer.
Duration: 120 minutes (3 class periods)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
Rights and Responsibilities
Solidarity

Religious Education:
Gr. 4 Fundamental Concept: PR1:
God’s universal call to prayer and our
human response.
Big Ideas:
Jesus taught his disciples how to pray to
God though his example (i.e. seeking soli‐
tude, humility and confidence, praying
from the heart) and by teaching them the
Lord’s Prayer (the Our Father).

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expecta‐
tions evident in this lesson include:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith

Gr. 4 ‐ PR1.2: Examine John’s Gospel (i.e.
Jn. 17) and identify the meaning of the
unique aspects of Jesus’ prayer when “his
hour” came to go to the Father (i.e. once
and for all, unity, a priestly prayer, fulfills
the petition of the Our Father) and where
these themes are expressed in the Eucha‐
ristic prayer.

CGE1c: Actively reflects on God's Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and Chris‐
tian scriptures
CGE1f: Seeks intimacy with God and celebrates
communion with God, others and creation
through prayer and worship

Gr. 5 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understand‐
ing of the Church’s teaching concerning
the mysteries of the hidden and public
life of Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering
and death, rising from the dead and as‐
cending into heaven).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

CGE2b: Reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively
CGE2c: Presents information and ideas clearly
and honestly and with sensitivity to others
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Gr. 5 ‐ PR2.3: Develop and present using
different forms of prayer and some of the
common prayers and devotions of the
Church, liturgical celebrations that reveal
the Mystery of Christ as it unfolds in the
seasons of the liturgical year (e.g. Mary –
rosary, Sacred Heart, etc.).

CGE4f: Applies effective communication, deci‐
sion‐making, problem‐solving, time and re‐
source management skills

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Students will learn the concepts and details of the Stations of the Cross through the following
questions:
• What does each station tell us about the last hours of Jesus’ life up until his death?
• Why are prayers associated with each Station of the Cross?
• Which prayers take place at each Station of the Cross?
Scripture Passages:
‐ 1st Station of the Cross
Jesus is condemned to death: Mark 15: 1‐15, Matthew 27:23‐31
‐ 2nd Station of the Cross
Jesus takes up the Cross: John 19:13‐17, John 19: 5
‐ 3rd Station of the Cross
Jesus falls for the first time: Isaiah 53: 4‐7, Matthew 11:28‐30
‐ 4th Station of the Cross
Jesus meets his Mother: John 19: 25‐27
‐ 5th Station of the Cross
Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry his Cross: Mark 15:21
‐ 6th Station of the Cross
Veronica wipes the face of Jesus: John 14: 9, Matthew 25:40
‐ 7th Station of the Cross
Jesus falls the second time: Hebrews 4:15, Isaiah 63: 9
‐ 8th Station of the Cross
The Jesus consoles the women of Jerusalem: Luke 23: 27‐31
‐ 9th Station of the Cross
Jesus falls the third time: Luke 22: 28‐32
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‐ 10th Station of the Cross
Jesus is stripped of his garments: John 19: 23‐24
‐ 11th Station of the Cross
Jesus is nailed to the Cross: Luke 23: 33‐43
‐ 12th Station of the Cross
Jesus dies on the Cross: John 19: 28‐37, Matthew 27: 50
‐ 13th Station of the Cross
Jesus is taken down from the Cross: John 19: 38‐40
‐ 14th Station of the Cross
Jesus is laid in the Tomb: Mark 15: 46‐47

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Recall details of the Stations of the Cross and associated scripture passages
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language mean‐
ingful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to cur‐
riculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Stations of the Cross
‐ Crucifixion
‐ Saviour
‐ Condemned to Death
‐ Garments
‐ Tomb
‐ Nailed to the Cross
‐ Laid in the Tomb
‐ Elijah
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Materials:
‐ Chart Paper, Markers, Pencil Crayons, Oil Pastels, Canvas
(canvas from the dollar store for painting a portrait), Acrylic
paint (from the dollar store), Art paint brushes, Paint easels,
Recycled Yogurt containers to put paint in, White Legal‐
Sized Paper for Drawings of the Stations of the Cross, con‐
struction paper, glue, and scissors.
‐ iPads, Tablets or chrome‐books.
Resources:
‐ Station Information Template (See Appendix 1)
‐ Instruction Sheet for Group Activity (See Appendix 2)
‐ Peer Evaluation Sheet (See Appendix 3)
‐ Rubric (See Appendix 4)
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Internet Resources:
‐ Stations of the Cross ‐ Bible Verse Catholic
http://www.faithfuldevotions.info/stations‐bible‐verses/
‐ Catholic Online ‐ Stations of the Cross
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/station.php
‐ Stations of the cross for Children Part 1 by Jesus, I Trust in
You https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR1cZINg0cs
‐ Stations of the cross for Children Part 2 by Jesus, I Trust in
You https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT_3mHvg7UQ
‐ Stations of the cross for Children Part 3 by Jesus, I Trust in
You https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐wOLh5OgInU
‐ Stations of the Cross with Text from Scripture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0N3PDdFQxs.

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

30‐40 minutes (The length of time for Minds On will depend on whether the entire length of the
three video clips are played.)
Use the following video clips to introduce students to the Stations of the Cross:
 Stations of the Cross for Children Part 1 by Jesus, I Trust in You
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR1cZINg0cs


Stations of the Cross for Children Part 2 by Jesus, I Trust in You
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT_3mHvg7UQ



Stations of the Cross for Children Part 3 by Jesus, I Trust in You
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐wOLh5OgInU

After students have watched the clips, organize groups of 2‐3 (depending on class size; teachers
will take into consideration that there are 14 Stations of the Cross).
In their groupings, students will choose or be assigned one Station of the Cross and will use chart
paper and markers to complete the following information about that station. (See Appendix 1 for
Group Activity Template to complete this activity.)
It is recommended that students watch clips a second time while they are working to ensure they
gain a full understanding of the Stations of the Cross.
Students will post their chart paper around the classroom. The teacher will invite groups to do a
“Gallery Walk” among the displays to read, discuss and appreciate the content from the posters.
* Students may want to take pictures (as electronic notes) of each Station of the Cross poster for
the next activity. *
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided ➔independent)

40‐80 minutes
Once the students have completed the “Gallery Walk” they will have an opportunity to become
artists. Begin by showing the following video “Stations of the Cross with Text from Scripture” to
engage students’ artistic appreciation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0N3PDdFQxs.
It is recommended that students work with same pairings as in the Minds On Activity to complete
their paintings, drawings or electronic drawing(s) from their chosen Station of the Cross.
(See Appendix 2 for instructions.)
Display the rubric or provide a copy for each student. (Appendix 4)
Students will choose from the following product creation choices:
1. Station of the Cross Painting
2. Hand Drawn Representation of the Station of the Cross
3. Electronic Artwork of the Station of the Cross

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

40 minutes
(Adjust time according to the format that you choose for the presentations.)
Once students have completed the group activity, they will have the opportunity to present
their artwork to the class.
Students will provide peer feedback by completing a Peer Evaluation Sheet (See Appendix 4).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Students can create a dramatization or artistic representation of the 15th Station of
the Cross.
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APPENDIX 1
Station Information
Using chart paper and your markers, use this template instruction guide to help
you complete your group activity.
Group Members’ Names: ________________________

Date: _______________

1) Station of the Cross # and title: _________________________________________

2) Prayers used in this station: ___________________________________________

3) Summary of key points from this station (please write 4-6 sentences summarizing
these key facts from this station).
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

4) Display your poster(s) in the designated area.

5) When given the cue from your teacher to commence the “Gallery Walk”, the objective is to walk to various groups’ posters (14 posters including yours) to gain information from each Station of the Cross. It is recommended that you take pictures (as
electronic notes) of each Station of the Cross for the next activity.
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APPENDIX 2‐page 1
Instruction Sheet for Group Activity
Group Members’ Names: _____________________ Date: ________________
Station of the Cross # Chosen = _________________________
Format Choice = _____________________________________
(See Below for a detailed explanation of choices. See Rubric for marking scheme.)
Format Choice # 1 = Station of the Cross Painting
Materials Needed:
 Canvas, Paint Brushes, Easel
Instructions:
As collaborative team members, make decisions on the following:
1) Decide how you would like to divide the activity evenly for work distribution and
completion.
2) How you will collaborate to create your masterpiece?
3) How will you be presenting information so that everyone contributes?
It is recommended that you sketch the Station of the Cross in pencil before you begin
painting.
Let the painting dry.
Format Choice # 2 = Hand Drawn Representation of the Station of the Cross
Materials Needed:
 Pencils, Pencil Crayons or Pastels or Markers
 Construction paper for border.
Instructions:
As collaborative team members, decide if you would like to draw three separate drawings or one as a team for your chosen Station of the Cross.
Colour your representation using pencil crayons, oil pastels or markers.
Using construction paper, cut and glue a border around your portrait.
Make decisions about how you will be presenting your portraits to the class (e.g. individually or as a team?).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 2‐page 2
Format Choice #3 - Electronic Artwork of the Station of the Cross
Materials Needed:
 iPad or Tablet or Chrome book
 one of the following drawing applications

Draw Free App for iPad

iTunes description: You don’t have to be an artist to
enjoy Draw Free for iPad, the ultimate app for both professional and hobby painters to create beautiful drawings. Draw Free for iPad lets you bring ideas to life. It’s
fun for both adults and kids alike.

Draw Something Free App for Tablet on Google
Play
Google Play Description:
Play the Free version of Draw Something, the most
popular social drawing and guessing game on Android! Experience for yourself the laugh-out-loud game
your friends are raving about! Plus get these special
bonuses:

Chrome book Google Extension: Google Draw free on Google Extensions

****Ensure you are ready to present to the rest of the class as a collaborative team****

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 3
Peer Evaluation Sheet
Complete a peer evaluation sheet using one peer who was not in your activity group.
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APPENDIX 4
RUBRIC
Criteria

Level 4

Level 3

Knowledge and Understanding of content of the stations of the
cross (accuracy and relevant to actual Stations of the Cross from
scripture passage).
Knowledge of artistic uses in either a painting, a drawing or an electronic presentation.

The student demonstrates thorough
knowledge of content

The student demon- The student demon- The student demonstrates considerable strates some
strates limited
knowledge of content knowledge of content knowledge of content

Communication
Expression and organization of ideas and information (e.g. clarity of
expression, logical organization in the creation of either a painting, a
drawing or an electronic drawing for your chosen Station of the
Cross) in your oral presentation skills (e.g. eye contact and voice projection) to the class.

The student expresses
and organizes ideas
and information with a
high degree of effectiveness

The student expresses and organizes ideas and information with considerable effectiveness

The student expresses and organizes ideas and information with some
effectiveness

The student expresses and organizes ideas and information with limited
effectiveness

Application – The use of knowledge and skills to make connections
within and between various contexts through:

The student transfers
knowledge and skills to
new contexts with a
high degree of effectiveness

The student transfers
knowledge and skills
to new contexts with
considerable effectiveness

The student transfers
knowledge and skills
to new contexts with
some effectiveness

The student transfers
knowledge and skills
to new contexts with
limited effectiveness

Transferring of knowledge and skills (e.g. concepts, strategies, processes) to new contexts - learning about all of the other Stations of
the Cross.

Level 2

Level 1

Thinking
Use of planning skills (e.g. focusing research, gathering information,
organizing an inquiry, asking questions, setting goals) within the Stations of the Cross.

The student uses plan- The student uses
ning skills with a high
planning skills with
degree of effectiveness considerable effectiveness

The student uses
planning skills with
some effectiveness

The student uses
planning skills with
limited effectiveness

Mark Summary:
Knowledge and Understanding

K and U =

C=

A=

T=

Communication

Application

Thinking

Final Mark
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Unit 6 Lesson 1
Welcome to Easter!
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will share their knowledge about
Easter and will discuss the basics of this
liturgical season, sharing their thoughts
through an online application.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.2: Identify within the church,
sacred space that is dedicated to the
celebration of the sacraments (e.g.
sanctuary, tabernacle, pulpit/ambo, sacristy,
high altar, side altars, baptistery,
confessional, stations of the cross, choir
loft) and explain how they are connected to
the signs/symbols used for the celebration,
the sacred images of our faith, the
sacramentals, and used in the celebration of
the Liturgical seasons. [CCC nos. 1159‐1171;
1179‐1186; 1667‐1679]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian faith.
CGE2e: Uses and integrates the Catholic faith
tradition, in the critical analysis of the arts,
media, technology and information systems, to
enhance the quality of life.

Grade 5 ‐ CL3.1: Identify and examine a
selection of the scripture passages in the
New Testament which reveal the divinity of
Jesus (e.g. Epiphany, miracles,
transfiguration, resurrection) and explain
using examples, how images, signs and
symbols in the Liturgical year convey this
important truth of faith for Christians. [CCC
nos. 1153‐1162]
Grade 6 ‐ BL2.3: Describe through examples
how the Church has handed on Revelation
regarding the Incarnation through Tradition
(e.g. preaching of the Word, celebration of
the sacraments, catechesis, prayers and
devotions). [CCC nos. 456‐511]
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
All that Jesus did and taught, both in his hidden and public life, is to be seen in the
light of the mysteries of Christmas and Easter. [CCC nos. 512‐513]



Why do we celebrate Easter?
What makes Easter different from the rest of the liturgical year?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



share basic knowledge about Easter
be able to use an online program (similar to Padlet) to express their ideas

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
Examples for this lesson:






I can tell others why we celebrate Easter.
I know the reason that Easter is celebrated because…
I know that certain symbols are associated with Easter. They are…This is because…
Easter is celebrated for a certain amount of time. This is…
Some different things that we doing during the Easter season are…because…

Teachers can use these criteria for assessment by examining the responses that students share
on the Padlet wall during this lesson. Since this is an introductory lesson, the assessment that
takes place in this lesson should be diagnostic, with the hope that students are activating prior
knowledge to share their thoughts.
The success criteria above can be assessed through formative and summative evaluations in
subsequent activities in this Easter unit.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Octave of Easter

Materials:
‐ Access to an electronic device & the Internet
‐ The Easter Basics handout (Appendix 1)
Internet Resources:
‐ Padlet https://padlet.com/create

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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‐ Getting Started with Padlet (teacher resource)
http://jn.padlet.com/category/38‐getting‐started
‐ Mark Hart on Jesus Christ’s Resurrection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtfEa4_QQLc

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Note: Although Padlet is referenced throughout the lesson, teachers may choose to use an
alternate program or medium to seek student input. Students may need to be taught some basic
operations (i.e: how to post) before being able to share their thoughts.
Ask Students what they already know about Easter. In groups or individually (if resources
permit), have them post their knowledge on a Padlet wall, titled “What we already know about
Easter” (students will require the link to the page to be able to post). Some examples of student
responses may include: Jesus rose from the dead; Easter happens in the spring; We say/sing
alleluia; Empty tomb; God’s plan to save us; We are blessed with water.
When everyone has had a chance to post their response, discuss the results with the class.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Create a Padlet wall for each of the following questions:
1. Why do we celebrate Easter?
2. Unlike Christmas, Easter falls on a different date each year. Do you know how the date
for Easter is chosen?
3. What are some symbols that we associate with Easter?
4. How long is Easter?
5. What is the Easter Octave? Hint: The answer is in the name!
6. What are some things that we do during the Easter Season that are different from the
rest of the year?
Provide students with the link to each wall.
Have students answer each of the questions to the best of their ability.
Once students have completed the questions, use each of the walls as a starting point to enter
into discussion.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

View the video “Mark Hart on Jesus Christ’s Resurrection” with the class once the discussion has
wrapped up. The video describes the resurrection of Jesus and how this triumphant celebration
of Easter is a story that makes perfect sense.


After the video, provide each student with the Easter Basics sheet (Appendix 1) which
contains the answers to the questions discussed during the class.

*Differentiated Instruction: This sheet can be scanned in Kurzweil or a similar program for
students requiring this accommodation.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Familiarizing students with some contemporary Christian Easter music (this can be as
simple as playing the music while students are working at their seats):
‐ Because He Lives (Matt Maher): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT0kOEicORA
‐ Alleluia! Love is Alive! (Steve Angrisano):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX6LsNoyczQ
‐ Happy Day (Tim Hughes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duLQ6d_BpLs
‐ Christ Is Risen (Matt Maher): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IExdrZGQVeI
‐ I Will Rise (Chris Tomlin): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlHUKY3jBv0
‐ Resurrection Day (Matt Maher): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ss‐lmRlKdU

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1 ‐ page 1
The Easter Basics
1.

Why do we celebrate Easter?
We celebrate Easter because of Jesus’ resurrection. Easter is characterized,
above all, by the joy of glorified life and the victory over death, expressed
most fully in the great resounding cry of the Christian: Alleluia! All faith
flows from faith in the resurrection: “If Christ has not been raised, then
empty is our preaching; empty, too, is your faith." (1 Cor 15:14).

2.

Unlike Christmas, Easter falls on a different date each year. Do you know
how the date for Easter is chosen?
The date chosen for Easter Sunday each year depends on the moon. The
first important date to note is the first day of spring, which falls around
March 20. The next thing that we look for is the first full moon after this
day. In the year 325 at the Council of Nicaea, the Church decided that
Easter Sunday will fall on the first Sunday after this full moon.
See CCC 1170 for more info.

3.

What are some symbols that we associate with Easter?
Symbol
the colour white
Easter lily
spring flowers
lamb
the cross (draped with a
white cloth)
Paschal (Easter) Candle
egg
butterfly

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Symbolizes
The purity of Jesus and the feast that is
Easter.
The purity of Jesus
New life
Jesus, the lamb of God
Jesus’ victory over death
Jesus, the light of the world
New life, the resurrection, Jesus’
emergence from the tomb
The whole life of Jesus (caterpillar – life on
earth, cocoon – crucifixion & burial,
butterfly – resurrection).
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APPENDIX 1 ‐ page 2
4.

How long is Easter?
The Easter season is fifty days long, celebrated from Easter Sunday until
Pentecost Sunday.

5.

What is the Easter Octave? Hint: The answer is in the name!
The first eight days of Easter Time constitute the Octave of Easter and are
celebrated as Solemnities of the Lord.

6.

What are some things that we do during the Easter Season that are
different from the rest of the year?
 The liturgical color for Easter is white.
 The first reading comes from the New Testament instead of the Old
Testament.
 Instead of the Penitential Act (Lord, have mercy or I confess…), the
blessing and sprinkling of water may take place as a reminder of
Baptism.
 The Paschal Candle is lit and kept near the ambo for all liturgical
celebrations.
 The Solemn Dismissal is often sung during the Octave of Easter.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Unit 6 Lesson 2
Easter Glory
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will participate in a church visit (if
accessible) to determine the ways in which the
church is decorated during the Easter season.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.2: Identify within the church,
sacred space that is dedicated to the
celebration of the sacraments (e.g.
sanctuary, tabernacle, pulpit/ambo, sacristy,
high altar, side altars, baptistery,
confessional, stations of the cross, choir
loft) and explain how they are connected to
the signs/symbols used for the celebration,
the sacred images of our faith, the
sacramentals, and used in the celebration of
the Liturgical seasons. [CCC nos. 1159‐1171;
1179‐1186; 1667‐1679]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE4f: applies effective communication,
decision‐making, problem‐solving, time and
resource management skills
CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member

Grade 5 ‐ CL3: Understand that the
Liturgical year celebrates both the mysteries
of Christ’s life and memorial celebrations for
the saints who are examples to us of Christ.
[CCC nos. 1145‐1178]
Grade 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an
understanding of the Church’s teaching
concerning the mysteries of the hidden and
public life of Jesus Christ (incarnation,
suffering and death, rising from the dead
and ascending into heaven. [CCC nos. 50‐73;
101‐141; 422‐682]
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours which
have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become part of our
experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
 How does the Church celebrate Easter?
 What changes (signs, images, colours) take place in the physical church during the Easter
season?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 describe ways in which Easter is celebrated
 recognize changes in their parish church during the Easter season.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Paschal Candle
‐ Lily
‐ Hydrangea
‐ Chasuble
‐ Dalmatic
‐ Stole

Materials:
Resources:
‐ Photos of a Church During Easter (see Appendix 1)
‐ Parish contact information (to book a Church visit)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Note: This lesson should take place after Easter Sunday, so that the church will be

appropriately decorated for the liturgical season.
Review ways in which Easter is celebrated. Encourage students to share some traditions.
Review with students how the church looked during Lent (Lots of purple – altar cloth, banners,
cross draped with purple, clergy vestments, etc.).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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What do they think the church looks like now, during Easter? Students may share their
predictions, which will be confirmed during the church visit.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Note: If it is not possible to visit a church, students may participate in this alternate
activity: The teacher may share pictures of the church with students, who will be asked
to recognize changes in the church (see Appendix 1: Photos of a church during Easter).
1. Easter church visit – Students will visit their school parish and will tour the church
to recognize how it looks different from Lent & Ordinary Time. A discussion will
take place for each of the symbols that are present during Easter.
Planning considerations:
a) Contact the parish to arrange a class visit to the church. The visit should take
place after Easter Sunday, so that the church will be appropriately decorated
for the liturgical season.
b) Teachers may consider an advance tour to familiarize themselves with the
symbols in the church that the students will find.
2. Prior to the visit, it is important to review appropriate church behaviour with the
class. Students should be respectful and reverent, even during the activity.
3. The students may tour, looking for symbols of the Easter season, in small groups
or as a class, depending on the needs of the group.
4. As a class, the teacher (or priest) may explain the significance of each symbol as
the students find it. In small group format, the students can make a list of the
symbols that they find and confirm their predictions, which will be discussed
upon their return to class.
5. The following symbols can be found in most Catholic churches during Easter:
The Paschal Candle near the altar, White/Gold/Silver banners, altar cloths,
chasuble – priest, dalmatic – deacon, stole, a cross draped with a white cloth,
flowers such as Lilies and Hydrangeas, and possibly other items specific to your
church.
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Review the symbols that were recognized in the church.
 Students may be asked if any of these symbols are present in their school (eg: Easter
banners, flowers).
 Students are reminded to look for the symbols the next time that they visit their Church, or
during a School Mass or celebration.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


The students may conduct further research into the symbolism of the changes during the
Easter season. (i.e. Why does the Church use white, gold, and silver to represent Easter?
Why are Lilies and Hydrangeas the common flowers that are displayed? Why is the Paschal
Candle displayed near the altar during Easter?)
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APPENDIX 1 – page 1
Photos of a Church During Easter
(Alternate resource when a church is not accessible)

Many flowers present – Lilies, Hydrangeas, and other spring flowers

A cross draped with a white cloth
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APPENDIX 1– page 2
White banners & altar cloth, Paschal Candle near the Altar

White Chasuble

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1– page 3

White Stole
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Roman Missal, 3rd Edition

The Easter Vigil

First Part:

The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil
or Lucernarium

378

Sunday of the Resurrection

First Part:
The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil or Lucernarium
The Blessing of the Fire and Preparation of the Candle
8.	A blazing fire is prepared in a suitable place outside the church. When the people are
gathered there, the Priest approaches with the ministers, one of whom carries the paschal candle. The
processional Cross and candles are not carried.
Where, however, a fire cannot be lit outside the church, the rite is carried out as in no. 13, below.
9.
The Priest and faithful sign themselves while the Priest says: In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and then he greets the assembled people in the usual way and briefly
instructs them about the night vigil in these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
on this most sacred night,
in which our Lord Jesus Christ
passed over from death to life,
the Church calls upon her sons and daughters,
scattered throughout the world,
to come together to watch and pray.
If we keep the memorial
of the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way,
listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries,
then we shall have the sure hope
of sharing his triumph over death
and living with him in God.
10.

Then the Priest blesses the fire, saying with hands extended:

Let us pray.
O God, who through your Son
bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your glory,
sanctify Ñ this new fire, we pray,
and grant that,
by these paschal celebrations,
we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires,
that with minds made pure
we may attain festivities of unending splendour.
Through Christ our Lord.
±
Amen.

the Easter Vigil
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11.	After the blessing of the new fire, one of the ministers brings the paschal candle to the Priest,
who cuts a cross into the candle with a stylus. Then he makes the Greek letter Alpha above the cross,
the letter Omega below, and the four numerals of the current year between the arms of the cross,
saying meanwhile:
1. 	Christ yesterday and today (he cuts a vertical line);
2.

the Beginning and the End (he cuts a horizontal line);

3.

the Alpha (he cuts the letter Alpha above the vertical line);

4.

and the Omega (he cuts the letter Omega below the vertical line).

5. 	All time belongs to him (he cuts the first numeral of the current year in the upper left corner
of the cross);
6.

and all the ages (he cuts the second numeral of the current year in the upper right corner of
the cross).

7. 	To him be glory and power (he cuts the third numeral of the current year in the lower left
corner of the cross);
8.

through every age and for ever. Amen (he cuts the fourth numeral of the current year in
the lower right corner of the cross).

A
2 0
1 2
Ω
12.
When the cutting of the cross and of the other signs has been completed, the Priest may insert
five grains of incense into the candle in the form of a cross, meanwhile saying:
1.

By his holy		

2.

and glorious wounds,

3.

may Christ the Lord

1

4

2

4.

guard us

5.

and protect us. Amen.		

3

5
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Sunday of the Resurrection

13.
Where, because of difficulties that may occur, a fire is not lit, the blessing of fire is adapted to
the circumstances. When the people are gathered in the church as on other occasions, the Priest comes
to the door of the church, along with the ministers carrying the paschal candle. The people, insofar as
is possible, turn to face the Priest.
The greeting and address take place as in no. 9 above; then the fire is blessed and the candle is
prepared, as above in nos. 10-12.
14.

The Priest lights the paschal candle from the new fire, saying:

& á

œ œ œ œ

May the light of Christ ris ‑ ing in glo‑ry

&

á

á

dispel the darkness of our

œ

hearts and minds.

May the light of Christ rising in glory
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.
As regards the preceding elements, Conferences of Bishops may also establish other forms
more adapted to the culture of the different peoples.

Procession
15.
When the candle has been lit, one of the ministers takes burning coals from the fire and places
them in the thurible, and the Priest puts incense into it in the usual way. The Deacon or, if there is no
Deacon, another suitable minister, takes the paschal candle and a procession forms. The thurifer with
the smoking thurible precedes the Deacon or other minister who carries the paschal candle. After
them follows the Priest with the ministers and the people, all holding in their hands unlit candles.

the Easter Vigil
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At the door of the church the Deacon, standing and raising up the candle, sings:

& œ

œ œ

œ

The Light of Christ.

Or:

& œ œ

œ œ

Lu‑men Chris‑ti.

The Light of Christ.
And all reply:

&

œ

œ œ œ

Thanks be to God.

Or:

& œ œ œ œ œ

De‑o grá‑ti ‑ as.

Thanks be to God.
The Priest lights his candle from the flame of the paschal candle.
16.
Then the Deacon moves forward to the middle of the church and, standing and raising up the
candle, sings a second time:

The Light of Christ.
And all reply:

Thanks be to God.
All light their candles from the flame of the paschal candle and continue in procession.
17.
When the Deacon arrives before the altar, he stands facing the people, raises up the candle and
sings a third time:

The Light of Christ.
And all reply:

Thanks be to God.
Then the Deacon places the paschal candle on a large candlestand prepared next to the ambo
or in the middle of the sanctuary.
And lights are lit throughout the church, except for the altar candles.

Excerpts from the English translation and chants of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English
in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
This edition has been prepared by the Liturgy Office for convenience and is intended to be printed and inserted in a
worthy folder for the celebration of the liturgy. It follows the page layout and numbers of the Roman Missal
www.romanmissal.org.uk
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Unit 6 Lesson 3
The Paschal Candle
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will learn about the Paschal Candle,
its significance, the common symbols upon it,
as well as how it is blessed each year at the
Easter Vigil.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL3.3: Distinguish between
‘sacramentals’ and ‘sacraments’ and use
symbols, words, gesture, prayer and music
as sacramentals in the creation of a sacred
space and ritual celebrations that focus on
the seasons of the liturgical year. [CCC nos.
1167‐1179; 1168‐1171]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to
understand and learn in light of gospel values

Grade 5 ‐ CL3.1: Identify and examine a
selection of the scripture passages in the
New Testament which reveal the divinity of
Jesus (e.g. Epiphany, miracles,
transfiguration, resurrection) and explain
using examples, how images, signs and
symbols in the Liturgical year convey this
important truth of faith for Christians. [CCC
nos. 1153‐1162]

CGE3c: Thinks reflectively and creatively to
evaluate situations and solve problems
CGE5g: Achieves excellence, originality, and
integrity in one’s own work and supports these
qualities in the work of others

Grade 6 ‐ CL3.2: Describe various ways
Christ’s death and Resurrection are
expressed in both the sacraments of
Initiation and the liturgical rites and symbols
of the Easter Triduum (e.g. through symbols
‐ Darkness / Light, Fire, the Paschal Candle,
empty tabernacle; through word and song ‐
Exultat, Scripture Readings; through
sacramentals ‐ incense, water, oils, cross).
[CCC nos. 1127‐1130]
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours which
have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become part of our
experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
 When is the Paschal Candle used throughout the year?
 Why is the Paschal Candle significant to the Easter Vigil?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Describe what the Paschal Candle is used for
 Describe the common symbols found on the Paschal Candle
 Summarize the Solemn Beginning of the Easter Vigil
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
 Paschal Candle
 Alpha
 Omega
 Incense
 Taper

Materials:
 Pen or Pencil
 Handouts
Internet Resources:
 Reel to Reel: Paschal Candles:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YG7J26Pqd9w
 Blessing the Paschal Candle at the Easter Vigil:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y89dINGKNvA
Resources: (see attached Appendices)
 Photo – Paschal Candle (Appendix 1)
 Reel to Reel Question Sheet (Appendix 2)
 Reel to Reel Answer Key (Appendix 3)
 An Illustrated Guide to the Paschal Candle (Appendix 4)
 Origin and Use of the Paschal Candle [for teacher
information] (Appendix 5)
 Roman Missal: The Easter Vigil, First Part (Appendix 6 – as
separate attachment)
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask students if they know what the biggest candle in any Catholic church is called (the
Paschal/Easter Candle). Share the photo (Appendix 1) with the students. Do they know what it
represents?
Ask students if they have seen it in use (baptisms/funerals/Easter).
Ask if they can name any symbols that are found on the candle (answers will be confirmed by
watching the video). A hint for the students is that they would have seen this candle near the
altar or baptismal font during their church tour.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Introduce the Reel to Reel: Paschal Candles video to the students. The video features a priest
from Massachusetts who makes his own Paschal Candles. The clip teaches about how a Paschal
Candle is made, the symbols that are found upon it, its uses, and additional useful information.
Before viewing the clip, review the questions on the handout (Appendix 2), and inform students
that they are to complete as many questions as they can while watching the video. All answers
will be discussed afterwards.
*Differentiated Instruction: Some students may use assistive technology or a scribe for written tasks.

After viewing the clip, have students share their answers in small groups. Any answers that they
have missed can be recorded during the sharing session. Discuss the responses with the entire
class.
Ask if anyone has ever attended the Easter Vigil. If yes, ask the student(s) to describe their
experience. Explain that at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, the entire church is dark and then a
fire is lit and blessed. This fire is then used to light the Easter candle, also called the Paschal
Candle and that it is carried into the church to symbolize the light of Christ that dispels the
darkness. Inform the students that they will get an opportunity to witness a Paschal Candle
being prepared for the very first time. Introduce the video clip Blessing the Paschal Candle which
shows this happening. Note: Appendix 6, The text of the Easter Vigil, may be helpful in following
along with this video clip.
After having watched the clip, ask students to describe what they saw (prayers, blessing of the
fire, preparation of the candle, symbols that they may have recognized on the Paschal Candle).
What other symbols can they identify in the video? Fire – the Light of Christ; Incense – Christ
opening the gates of heaven; white vestments – Easter/feast day.
It can be added that once the candle is brought inside, all of the parishioners light their tapers
from the Easter candle to celebrate the resurrection of Christ.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Share An Illustrated Guide to the Paschal Candle (Appendix 4) with the students to summarize
the lesson. Inform students that they will be making their own version of the Paschal Candle in
the next lesson.
Each student will be able to take home this candle to display/use throughout the Easter season.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


While the students are in groups, consider playing the following songs:



Here I am to Worship (Chris Tomlin): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vx936NVJC5M



Marvelous Light (The Remnant): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwqflL4pKII



You Are the Light (Josh Blakesley): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsowbf2KSs4



Go Light Your World (Chris Rice): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsM5lt9tCFo



Ask students to describe the Paschal Candle in their own parish. Each candle can be
different. Does it contain the elements described in the video? What is similar/different?
Did they know that the candle is replaced each year?
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APPENDIX 1
Photo: Paschal Candle
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APPENDIX 2
Name:

Reel to Reel Video: Paschal Candles

1. What do the 5 black marks represent in the candle?

2. What goes into the candle before the black marks?

3. What is in the centre of the candle?

4. What does the Alpha above the cross mean?

5. What does the Omega below the cross mean?

6. What does the date remind us?

7. When is the new candle lit for the first time?

8. When do we light the Paschal candle?

9. What does the candle symbolize?

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

6

Unit 6, Lesson 3

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 3
Name: ANSWER KEY

Reel to Reel Video: Paschal Candles
1. What do the 5 black marks represent in the candle?
The 5 black marks represent the wounds of Christ on the cross.
2. What goes into the candle before the black marks? Why?
5 grains of incense go into the candle first, to symbolize Christ opening the gates of heaven
for us.
3. What is in the centre of the candle?
A large cross is in the centre of the candle.
4. What does the Alpha above the cross mean?
Alpha means that the word of God was always present to us.
5. What does the Omega below the cross mean?
Omega means that there is no end to God’s word.
6. What does the date remind us?
The date reminds us when the Word became flesh (when Jesus was born/came to Earth).
7. When is the new candle lit for the first time?
The new candle is lit for the first time on Easter Saturday evening, at the Easter Vigil.
8. When do we light the Paschal candle?
We light the Paschal candle at all Masses during Easter and at all baptisms and funerals
throughout the year.
9. What does the candle symbolize?
The candle symbolizes Christ, who is the Light of the World. It reminds us that he leads us to
eternal life, by keeping the darkness away from our lives.
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APPENDIX 5 – page 1
Teacher Appendix: Origin and Use of the Paschal Candle
The following may prove useful to gain a familiarity with the Tradition of the Paschal Candle.

Origin and Use of the Paschal Candle
ROME, 3 APRIL 2007 (ZENIT) Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy, Regina Apostolorum university.

The origin of the paschal candle is uncertain. The most likely origin is that it derived from the Lucernarium,
the evening office with which early Christians began the vigil for every Sunday and especially that of Easter.
In turn, this rite is probably inspired by the Jewish custom of lighting a lamp at the conclusion of the
Sabbath. The rite therefore has its roots in the very beginning of Christianity.
In the Lucernarium rite the light destined to dispel the darkness of night was offered to Christ as the
splendor of the Father and indefectible light. This Sunday rite was logically carried out with greater
solemnity during the Easter Vigil.
There is clear evidence that this solemn rite began no later than the second half of the fourth century. For
example, the use of singing a hymn in praise of the candle and the Easter mystery is mentioned as an
established custom in a letter of St. Jerome, written in 384 to Presidio, a deacon from Piacenza, Italy.
Sts. Ambrose and Augustine are also known to have composed such Easter proclamations. The poetic and
solemn text of the "Exultet," or Easter proclamation now in use, originated in the fifth century but its
author is unknown.
The use of the candle has varied over the centuries. Initially it was broken up after the Easter Vigil and its
fragments given to the faithful. This was later transferred to the following Sunday; but from the 10th
century the use prevailed of keeping it in a place of honor near the Gospel until the feast of the Ascension
(now until Pentecost).
From around the 12th century the custom began of inscribing the current year on the candle as well as the
dates of the principal movable feasts. The candle hence grew in size so as to merit the attribution of pillar
mentioned in the "Exultet." There are cases of candles weighing about 300 pounds. The procession
foreseen in the present rite requires much more moderate dimensions.
The paschal candle is usually blessed at the beginning of the Easter Vigil ceremonies and is placed on a
special candlestick near the altar or ambo.
During the ceremony, five grains of incense representing Christ's wounds are inserted in the form of a
cross. An alpha above the cross and an omega below (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet)
indicate that Christ is the beginning and end of all. The current year is traced on the four sides of the cross.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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The candle remains in the presbytery during the 50 days of Easter season and is lit for all liturgical offices.
After Pentecost it is left next to the baptismal font.
During the year it is lit during all baptisms and funeral services; the candle is placed next to the casket
during the funeral Mass. In this way it symbolizes baptism as a death and resurrection in Christ, and also
testifies to Christian certainty in the resurrection of the dead as well as to the fact that all are alive in the
risen Christ.
The paschal candle may also be lit for some devotional practices, such as the fairly common custom of the
faithful renewing their baptismal promises on concluding retreats and spiritual exercises.
Finally, while venerable legitimate customs might exist in some places, I am unaware of any official
liturgical role for the paschal candle during the celebration of matrimony. ZE07040321
***
Follow‐up: Origin and Use of the Paschal Candle [4‐24‐2007]
Our eagle‐eyed readers spotted some discrepancies in my piece on the paschal candle.
When mentioning the use of the paschal candle at funerals I should have said "may be used," as this is an
option not a mandate.
I also mentioned the "blessing" of the candle in general terms whereas in fact it is the new fire, not the
candle, that is blessed.
All the same, as we suggested in our column of April 11, 2006, a pastor of multiple parishes may simply
bless extra candles after the Easter vigil.
One priest with several parishes asked if he may continue using paschal candles from previous years in
those parishes where there has been no Easter vigil.
Each parish should have a new candle every year as a sign of each community's participation in the Easter
mystery. However, if this represents a heavy economic burden and the candle receives little use during the
year, then a candle with a changeable date could be used.
Finally, I mentioned that the candle is lit during all liturgical offices during the 50 days of Easter. This is not
obligatory, however, and the liturgical norms would only require that candle be lit for the more solemn
ceremonies; for example, for all solemnities, all Sunday Masses and all daily Masses during the Easter
octave.
Provided Courtesy of:
Eternal Word Television Network
5817 Old Leeds Road
Irondale, AL 35210
www.ewtn.com

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

11

Unit 6, Lesson 3

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 6

NOTE: APPENDIX 6 IS A SEPARATE ATTACHMENT/FILE
TO UNIT 6, LESSON 3

Roman Missal, 3rd Edition

The Easter Vigil

First Part:
The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil
or Lucernarium
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Unit 6 Lesson 4
DIY Paschal Candles
*Do It Yourself
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will create their own Paschal Candles
that they may display to celebrate the Easter
season.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL3.3: Distinguish between ‘sacramentals’
and ‘sacraments’ and use symbols, words,
gesture, prayer and music as sacramentals
in the creation of a sacred space and ritual
celebrations that focus on the seasons of
the liturgical year. [CCC nos. 1167‐1179;
1168‐1171]

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to
understand and learn in light of gospel values

Grade 5:
CL3.1: Identify and examine a selection of
the scripture passages in the New
Testament which reveal the divinity of Jesus
(e.g. Epiphany, miracles, transfiguration,
resurrection) and explain using examples,
how images, signs and symbols in the
Liturgical year convey this important truth
of faith for Christians. [CCC nos. 1153‐1162]

CGE3c: Thinks reflectively and creatively to
evaluate situations and solve problems
CGE5g: Achieves excellence, originality, and
integrity in one’s own work and supports these
qualities in the work of others

Grade 6:
CL3.2: Describe various ways Christ’s death
and Resurrection are expressed in both the
sacraments of Initiation and the liturgical
rites and symbols of the Easter Triduum
(e.g. through symbols ‐ Darkness / Light,
Fire, the Paschal Candle, empty tabernacle;
through word and song ‐ Exultat, Scripture
Readings; through sacramentals ‐ incense,
water, oils, cross). [CCC nos. 1127‐1130]
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Visual Arts Connection:
D1: Creating and Presenting:
apply the creative process to produce a
variety of two‐ and three‐dimensional art
works, using elements, principles, and
techniques of visual arts to communicate
feelings, ideas, and understandings.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and
colours which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which
have become part of our experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life
of the Church.



When is the Paschal Candle used throughout the year?



Why is the Paschal Candle significant to the Easter Vigil?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



Create their own version of a Paschal Candle
Recognize key symbols found on the Paschal Candle and their meanings

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
 Paschal Candle
 Alpha
 Omega

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Materials:
 Paper towel rolls (or white wax candles)
 White paper (8.5 x 11)
 Glue sticks
 Markers (or paint & glitter paint)
 Alpha & Omega symbols
 Cross (can be drawn, made from red duct tape, or printed)
 Jewel stickers (the wounds of Christ)
 Adhesive glitter tape (banners)
 Tea light (optional for paper towel candles)
Resources:
 Pictures of Examples (see Appendix 1)
 Alpha & Omega symbols (see Appendix 2)
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Review with students the common symbols that are found on a Paschal Candle and their
meaning: the cross, the current year, Alpha & Omega, & the wounds of Christ.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Note: It would be helpful to have a model of the Paschal Candle ready prior to this lesson for the
students to see as a model.
Instructions using paper towel rolls:
1. Ensure that each student has a paper towel roll and a sheet of 8.5 x 11 paper.
2. Instruct students to spread glue on their sheet of paper, and to wrap it around the paper
towel roll, tucking the excess paper into the top of the roll (which will help support the
tea light).
3. Instruct students to decorate their candles from the inside out, beginning with the cross.
The cross will be drawn, glued, or stuck on, depending on the material chosen.
4. Instruct students to write the current year around the cross. Markers would best suit
this design, and students can choose the colour of their choice.
5. Students can stick (or glue) the 5 jewels that represent the wounds of Christ onto the
cross – 1 on each edge and 1 directly in the centre.
6. The Alpha symbol should be glued right above the cross and the Omega right below.
7. The 2 glitter banners can be stuck near the top and the bottom of the candle.
8. The tea light can be placed in the top of the candle.
9. Candles can be placed in a safe place to dry, although they will only require a minimal
amount of time to dry.
Instructions using wax candles:
1. Ensure that each student has a candle, paint brush, & paint.
2. Encourage the students to decorate their candles from the inside out, to prevent the
accidental smearing of paint.
3. Students should decorate their candles with each of the common symbols: The Cross,
the 5 wounds of Christ (preferably in a different colour), the current year, the Alpha and
Omega, and a decorative banner around the top and bottom of the candle. Glitter paint
would best suit the banners.
4. Once the candles have been decorated, they should remain in a safe place in the
classroom to dry overnight.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

The Paschal Candles should remain at school for the class celebration of the Easter Vigil liturgy
(next lesson).
After the Vigil, students may take their candles home to display in a prominent place throughout
the Easter season (i.e., they may be lit during meals).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Consider playing the “light” songs from lesson 3 while the students are creating their
candles.



Give the candles as gifts to family or community members.



Help a younger class of students to make their own Paschal candles.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1
Pictures of Examples
Paper Towel Roll

Wax Candle
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APPENDIX 2
Alpha & Omega Symbols

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

6

Unit 6, Lesson 4

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 6
CHRIST IS RISEN
Lesson 5

The Easter Vigil

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 6 Lesson 5
The Easter Vigil
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will be introduced to the Easter Vigil
and the rites that take place during this
celebration.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:

Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ CL1.3: Link the Sacraments of
Initiation and Reconciliation to the seasons
of the liturgical calendar (Advent, Lent, and
Easter) and identify in the symbols of the
sacraments and the seasons, signs of God’s
presence (e.g. “I baptize you in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.”). [CCC nos. 1420‐1470]

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Grade 5 ‐ CL3.3: Examine the Baptismal
liturgy of the Easter Vigil and explain why
the liturgy begins with the Litany of the
Saints to which the names of those to be
baptized are added, and why it is
appropriate form of prayer to the saints.
(Through baptism we become members of
the communion of Saints. When we pray to
the saints, we’re simply asking them to help
us, by praying to God on our behalf, or
thanking them for having already done so.)
[CCC nos. 946‐959; 1173]

CGE1b: Participates in the sacramental life
of the church and demonstrates an
understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist
to our Catholic story
CGE5a: Works effectively as an interdependent
team member

Grade 6 ‐ CL3.2: Describe various ways
Christ’s death and Resurrection are
expressed in both the sacraments of
Initiation and the liturgical rites and symbols
of the Easter Triduum (e.g. through symbols
‐ Darkness / Light, Fire, the Paschal Candle,
empty tabernacle; through word and song ‐
Exultat, Scripture Readings; through
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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sacramentals ‐ incense, water, oils, cross).
[CCC nos. 1127‐1130]

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and
colours which have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become
part of our experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
 What are some rituals that take place at the Easter Vigil?
 What do the signs and images remind us about our faith?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



Describe the basic structure of the Easter Vigil
Identify signs and symbols in the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
 Triduum
 Exultet
 Sacrament of Initiation
 Intercession
 Sacramental
 Faithful

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

Materials:
Internet Resources:
 Easter Vigil Baptism:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtIFlLHNof4
Resources:
 The Easter Vigil: The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil
(Appendix 1)
 The Easter Vigil: The Liturgy of the Word (Appendix 2)
 The Easter Vigil: Baptismal Liturgy (Appendix 3)
 The Easter Vigil: The Liturgy of the Eucharist (Appendix 4)
 Easter Vigil Worksheet: (Appendix 5)
An Illustrated Guide to the Triduum (Appendix 6 – as
separate attachment)
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MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Introduce the celebration of the Easter Vigil to students by reminding them of the video of the
preparation of the Paschal Candle that was viewed last class.
Inform students that they will be learning about the structure of the Vigil, what happens
throughout the celebration, and the signs associated with the Vigil.
Ask students when the Easter Vigil takes place (Easter Saturday – no earlier than sunset). Inform
them that the Easter Vigil is referred to as the mother of all Church celebrations, is the most
beautiful liturgy in the Church, and as such, that the average vigil is about 2‐2.5 hours in length.
The Easter Vigil marks the beginning of Easter. The vigil is divided into four parts:
1. The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil (viewed in part during the last class)
2. The Liturgy of the Word
3. Baptismal Liturgy
4. The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Ask students to recall what they have learned about the Solemn Beginning of the Vigil (begins
outside of the church, a big fire is lit and blessed, the Paschal Candle is prepared, lit from the fire,
and processed into the church in darkness, people light their tapers from the Paschal Candle).

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Divide students into 4 different groups, representing each part of the Vigil (if necessary, multiple
groups may study the same part).
Inform each group that they will be looking at the basic structure of their part, what takes place,
and the signs and symbols associated with it. Students will complete the section on the handout
(Appendix 5) that corresponds to their part of the Vigil.
After each group has completed their sheet, they will share their findings with the other groups
(in a jigsaw format). Each group will record the answers to the corresponding parts on their
sheet.
Once the students have had an opportunity to complete the entire sheet, the answers may be
discussed with the entire class.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Share the Illustrated Guide to the Triduum (Appendix 6) with the students.
Review what takes place at the Easter Vigil.
You may choose to provide each student with the guide, or to display it somewhere in the
classroom.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Reflection Questions for the Easter Vigil:
o How has God interceded in my life?
o

After hearing the Resurrection story, what events do I see in my own life that are, in
need of new life, in need of resurrection?

o

How can I carry on the story of the resurrection to others?

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Sources:

Roman Missal – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Busted Halo ‐ Your Essential Guide to the Triduum, by Julianne Wallace
Catholicculture.org: Easter Vigil

APPENDIX 1

The Easter Vigil: The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil
Walking into the church for the Easter Vigil will look a lot different than any
other time. You will notice a few differences:




The holy water fonts are drained.
All the lights are out.
The tabernacle is empty.

What else will you notice?


You might ask yourself: “Where is everybody?!” That’s because the Vigil begins outside
the church.

So what happens?




A new fire is lit and blessed outside.
The Paschal Candle is prepared while the priest marks the candle.
Then the priest may insert five grains of incense into the candle in the form of a cross.
 The priest lights the candle from the new fire, saying:

“May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.”

Then we head inside:




The candle is then processed through the church.
The deacon (or priest if there is no deacon), lifts the candle at three different times,
singing: The Light of Christ (or Lumen Christi). The congregation sings in reply: Thanks be
to God (or Deo gratias).
Everyone lights their candle from the Easter candle and continue in procession until the
whole church is lit up by the tapers. The Paschal candle symbolizes Christ, the Light of
the World.

The glorious Easter song of the Catholic Church:





The Exsultet (Easter proclamation) is sung by the deacon (or a priest, or a cantor from
the music ministry).
The song announces the dignity and meaning of the mystery of Easter; it tells of man's
sin, of God's mercy, and of the great love of Christ.
We, in turn, thank the Trinity for all the graces that have been given to us.
The Exsultet is sung in a church lit only with the light of the Paschal Candle and other
smaller candles, which people are holding.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Sources:

Roman Missal – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Busted Halo ‐ Your Essential Guide to the Triduum, by Julianne Wallace
Catholicculture.org: Easter Vigil

APPENDIX 2
The Easter Vigil: The Liturgy of the Word
During the Easter Vigil, 9 readings are provided:





7 Old Testament
2 New Testament.
Not all are required to be read (due to time constraints).
at least 3 Old Testament readings must be read, including Exodus 14.

The readings tell us the story of our salvation, from Adam and Eve right to the
Resurrection! So, what are the readings?











The story of creation (Genesis 1 and 2).
Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22).
The crossing of the Red Sea (Exodus 14 and 15).
The prophet Isaiah proclaiming God's love (Isaiah 54).
Isaiah's exhortation to seek God (Isaiah 55).
The glory of God (Baruch 3 and 4).
A prophecy of Ezekiel (Ezekiel 36).
Saint Paul on being baptized into Jesus Christ (Rom 6).
The empty tomb discovered on Easter morning (Luke 24:1‐21).

But wait, there’s more!






After each of the Old Testament readings (the first 7), a psalm is sung by everyone,
followed by a prayer led by the priest.
After the Old Testament readings have been read, the altar candles are lit.
The Gloria is sung before the New Testament reading of the Romans, and bells ring
throughout the whole song.
The Alleluia is sung before the Gospel of Luke is proclaimed.
The Homily follows the Gospel.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Sources:

Roman Missal – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Busted Halo ‐ Your Essential Guide to the Triduum, by Julianne Wallace
Catholicculture.org: Easter Vigil

APPENDIX 3

The Easter Vigil: Baptismal Liturgy
The Baptismal Liturgy involves a bit more than just the sacrament of Baptism.
Here is what takes place:
The blessing of water:
 The Priest goes to the Baptismal Font with the catechumens (those who will be
baptised) and their sponsors.
 The Litany of the Saints is sung.
 The water in the Baptismal Font is blessed.
 The priest lowers the Paschal Candle into the font 3 times while praying the blessing.
Baptism:
 The priest then questions the catechumens with the profession of faith, which includes
the rejection of sin and the Apostles’ Creed.
 The priest then baptizes each catechumen individually, by either immersing their whole
body or by pouring water on their head 3 times.
 The faithful (all present) typically respond with an “amen”, sometimes sung, after each
baptism.
 Each newly baptized is anointed with the oil of chrism.
 Each new member of the church is clothed in a white garment and presented with a
baptismal candle, which is lit from the Paschal Candle.
The renewal of baptismal promises:
 The faithful renew their baptismal promises at this time, if they did not do so with the
catechumens.
 The priest then sprinkles (blesses) the faithful with holy water.
The celebration of reception:
 Those who were baptized are then invited to the sanctuary (the area at the front of the
church where the altar is located) to be received into the faith.
Confirmation:
 All those who will be confirmed are invited to the front of the church.
 The laying of the hands takes place, where the priest outstretches his hand and prays
over the confirmation candidates, asking the Holy Spirit to bless them with its gifts.
 The candidates are anointed with chrism as they are confirmed.
 All of the candidates and sponsors return to their places.
The prayer of the faithful:
 The Baptismal Liturgy concludes with the prayer of the faithful.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Sources:

Roman Missal – The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Busted Halo ‐ Your Essential Guide to the Triduum, by Julianne Wallace
Catholicculture.org: Easter Vigil

APPENDIX 4

The Easter Vigil: The Liturgy of the Eucharist
At this point in the Vigil, the Mass resumes, with the special prayers inserted during the
Eucharistic Prayer. The whole church is called to join at the sacrificial table that Christ prepared
for us through his death and resurrection.
The Offertory:
 The gifts of bread and wine are typically brought forward by the newly baptized.
Prayer of the Offerings:
 We ask God to accept our prayers and offerings.
 We ask for healing.
The Preface:
 The newly baptized are prayed for in a special way during this prayer.
 We ask God to remember them as the newest members of our family.
The sung responses:
 The Holy Holy
 The Memorial Acclamation
 The Great Amen
 The Lamb of God
Communion:
 The Priest may briefly address the newly baptized about receiving their first
Communion.
 The newly baptized receive both the body & the blood of Christ.
Prayer after Communion:
 The priest asks God to fill us with the Spirit of love and to make us one in mind and
heart.
The Solemn Blessing:
 A special Easter blessing in which the faithful (all present) respond “amen” three times,
before the fourth and final “amen” after making the sign of the cross.
The Sung Dismissal:
 During the Octave (first 8 days) of Easter, the deacon (or priest) will sing:
“Go forth, the Mass is ended, alleluia, alleluia” or “Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia”.
 All respond in song: “Thanks be to God alleluia, alleluia”.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 5 – page 1
Name:

The Easter Vigil
Part 1:
The rituals that take place:

Signs and Symbols:

What they represent:

Part 2:
The rituals that take place:

Signs and Symbols:
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APPENDIX 5

– page 2

The Easter Vigil
Part 3:
The rituals that take place:

Signs and Symbols:

What they represent:

Part 4:
The rituals that take place:

Signs and Symbols:

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

What they represent:

10

Unit 6, Lesson 5

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 6
CHRIST IS RISEN
Lesson 6

Immersed

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 6 Lesson 6
Immersed

Christ Is Risen

Lesson Overview

Students will examine the Baptismal liturgy of
the Easter Vigil.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
CL1.3: Link the Sacraments of Initiation and
Reconciliation to the seasons of the
liturgical calendar (Advent, Lent, and Easter)
and identify in the symbols of the
sacraments and the seasons, signs of God’s
presence (e.g. “I baptize you in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.”). [CCC nos. 1420‐1470]
Grade 5:
CL3.3: Examine the Baptismal liturgy of the
Easter Vigil and explain why the liturgy
begins with the Litany of the Saints to which
the names of those to be baptized are
added, and why it is appropriate form of
prayer to the saints. (Through baptism we
become members of the communion of
Saints. When we pray to the saints, we’re
simply asking them to help us, by praying to
God on our behalf, or thanking them for
having already done so.) [CCC nos. 946‐959;
1173]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1b: Participates in the sacramental life
of the church and demonstrates an
understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist
to our Catholic story
CGE5a: Works effectively as an interdependent
team member.

Grade 6:
CL3.2: Describe various ways Christ’s death
and Resurrection are expressed in both the
sacraments of Initiation and the liturgical
rites and symbols of the Easter Triduum
(e.g. through symbols ‐ Darkness / Light,
Fire, the Paschal Candle, empty tabernacle;
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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through word and song ‐ Exultat, Scripture
Readings; through sacramentals ‐ incense,
water, oils, cross). [CCC nos. 1127‐1130]

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Liturgical seasons are marked by specific rituals, prayers, signs, images and colours which
have developed throughout the Tradition of the Church and which have become part of our
experience of faith in Christ as expressed in the yearly life of the Church.
 What is the significance of some of the signs and rituals that take place in the Baptismal
liturgy?
 What is the importance of the Litany of Saints at the Easter Vigil?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Identify and explain the signs and symbols within the Baptismal liturgy of the Easter Vigil.
 Explain what the Litany of Saints is and why it takes place in the Baptismal liturgy.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
 Baptismal liturgy
 Baptismal font
 Litany of Saints
 Profession of faith
 Paschal Candle
 CCC

Materials:
Internet Resources:
 Easter Vigil Baptism:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtIFlLHNof4
 Come to the Water Music Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrhqUi4DNJk

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask students to recall the 4 parts of the Easter Vigil (The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil/The
Liturgy of the Word/Baptismal Liturgy /The Liturgy of the Eucharist).

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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To review the vocabulary listed in Terminology and all other vocabulary that has been learned in
this unit, it would be beneficial to create an anchor chart with these words. This will assist as
these terms are recalled throughout the unit and will further assist with the consolidation of
understanding for students.
Inform students that they will be looking closely at the Baptismal Liturgy today.
Ask students to recall what takes place throughout the Baptismal Liturgy during the Easter Vigil
(blessing of water/baptisms/renewal of baptismal promises/Reception of Candidates/
Confirmation/Prayer of the Faithful).
Inform students that they will be viewing a video clip of an Easter Vigil Baptism. Students should
be prepared to share/discuss what they see in the video, including rituals, signs and what they
may represent. View the video clip at this time.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

The following discussion can take place after viewing the video:
1. What did you see happen in the Baptismal Liturgy? (Candidate called forward with
sponsor/procession to the Baptismal Font with family during the Litany of Saints/blessing of
the water/Profession of Faith/Baptism/Alleluia is sung/the faithful bless themselves with
holy water.)
2. What is the significance of the candidate being called by name? (In the Gospels, Jesus
often calls people by name so that they would come follow him. An example is Zacchaeus,
the tax collector, whose life changed as soon as he followed the Lord. (See Luke 19:1‐10).
Isaiah also reminds us that the Lord calls us by name. (See Isaiah 43:1). Candidates seeking
to join the Church are also being called, and they too are following Jesus.)
3. Why do you think the Baptismal liturgy begins with the Litany of Saints? (When we were
baptized, whether as infants or later on such as at the Easter Vigil, we become members of
the communion of saints. We often pray with our communities – church, school, family, etc,
and the saints are another one of our communities. When we pray to the saints, we’re
simply asking them to help us, by praying to God on our behalf, or thanking them for having
already done so. The names of those who are about to be baptized are also added to the
litany, because they will be members shortly. Note: Even though we often say “pray to”
the saints, what we are actually doing is asking the saints to pray WITH us TO God.)
4. What symbols do we see during the blessing of the water? What do they represent?
(water – new life, and sometimes the Paschal Candle is used ‐ a reminder of our own
baptism – that since we have died with him, we too will rise with him. The Paschal Candle
plunged into the water also symbolizes the Holy Spirit, who is making holy the waters of
Baptism.)
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

3

Unit 6, Lesson 6

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
5. What does the profession of faith remind you of? (The Apostles’ Creed). Why do you
think it is important for everyone to participate in this profession? (It is important to
renew our baptismal promises many times, as we do by saying the Apostles’ Creed at Mass
every week. The profession of faith is another way of doing this in a powerful way. CCC
197: To say the Credo with faith is to enter into communion with God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, and also with the whole Church which transmits the faith to us and in whose midst
we believe.)
6. What symbols do we see in the actual Baptism? (The water – new life, the trinity – Father,
Son & Holy Spirit, when a person is baptized, they are not just immersed in water, but
immersed into our faith, and become a member of the Body of Christ; Forgiveness –
forgives original sin and all personal sins. See CCC 1262‐1284. Alleluia – the alleluia is often
sung after a baptism, which means “praise God”.)
7. The last ritual we see is the faithful blessing themselves with holy water. When do we do
this? (when we enter/leave a church). Why do we do this? (This ritual is a reminder of our
baptism. We entered the Church through baptism, and now when we come to celebrate
Eucharist, we are able to do this because we were baptized in Christ.)

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Reflective Video: Come to the Water (Matt Maher)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrhqUi4DNJk
 Students may reflect on this contemporary version of the song, and how it relates to the

Sacrament of Baptism.
Reflective Journal: The Sacrament of Baptism
 Invite students to complete a reflective journal on the sacrament of baptism. If students
require prompting, direct them to the 7 questions that were discussed during the lesson and
what stood out for them during this sharing.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Looking further into the Sacrament of Baptism in a context that is outside of the Easter Vigil

(i.e. consider inviting a caregiver and his/her newly baptized infant to class to discuss what
they experienced during the baptism).
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Unit 6 Lesson 7
Easter Symbols
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will choose one symbol from the
Easter Vigil and express what it means through
one form of art.
Duration: (3 period lesson)

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
LC2.2: Identify how in the Church, its
practices, celebrations, service and
teachings gather and form us for a life of
holiness (e.g.
action of the Holy Spirit in the Sacraments,
the practice of virtue and charity –
outreach, the message of hope and the
examples of holiness presented in the
readings of the Liturgy of the Word and the
gift of Grace in the celebration of the Mass).
[CCC nos. 152‐62; 164‐69; 178‐88
Grade5:
CL2.2: Identify the elements of the liturgy of
Mass that make Christ’s presence visible
through signs, words and the action of the
Holy Spirit (The Assembly, the Liturgy of the
Word, the Eucharistic Prayer, the
Priesthood). [CCC nos. 1348‐1355]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE2e: Uses and integrates the Catholic faith
tradition, in the critical analysis of the arts,
media, technology and information systems to
enhance the quality of life
CGE4f: Applies effective communication,
decision‐making, problem‐solving, time and
resource management skills

Grade 6:
BL2.3: Describe through examples how the
Church has handed on Revelation regarding
the Incarnation through Tradition (e.g.
preaching of the Word, celebration of the
sacraments, catechesis, prayers and
devotions). [CCC nos. 456‐511]
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Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
All that Jesus did and taught, both in his hidden and public life, is to be seen in the
light of the mysteries of Christmas and Easter. [CCC nos. 512‐513]



What do the symbols of the Easter Vigil mean to me?
How can I help others understand the Easter symbols of our faith?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Choose a symbol from the Easter Vigil and explain its significance and importance to
them.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
Will vary depending on the task that is chosen:
‐ Music
‐ Speakers
‐ Computer or electronic device with Internet access
‐ Newspapers or magazines
‐ Painting/colouring supplies
Resources:
‐ All prior learning

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Review with students all symbols associated with the Easter Vigil that were studied.
Create a list of the symbols with the students.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Students are to choose 1 symbol from the Easter Vigil.
2. The task will be to explain what the symbol represents and what it means to them
through an art form of their choice.
3. Examples of activities could include:
 A drawing/painting/collage of the symbol accompanied by a written description
 A Christian song that relates to the symbol with a written description
 Writing a poem that explains the symbol
 A multi‐media presentation
 A comic strip.

4. Students will require 2 periods to research/create the project, and 1 period should be
reserved for the sharing of finished work. Students may need access to computers or
electronic devices to gather further information about the symbol of their choice.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Once the projects have been completed, students should share them with their classmates,
either by small group sharing, or by presenting to the whole class.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
‐

Consider playing some Christian Easter music while the students are working on their
symbols.
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Unit 6 Lesson 8
Liturgy: The Easter Vigil
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will participate in their very own
Easter Vigil liturgy using the Paschal Candles
that they created.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
PR2.3: Develop and present using different
forms of prayer and some of the common
prayers and devotions of the Church,
liturgical celebrations that reveal the
Mystery of Christ as it unfolds in the seasons
of the liturgical year (e.g. Mary – rosary,
Sacred Heart, etc.). [CCC nos. 2617‐2619;
2673‐2679]
Grade 5:
PR2.1: Identify and use various means to
enter into and experience vocal prayer (i.e.
personal and communal, music, rosary,
stations of the cross, novena, litanies),
meditative prayer using various biblical
passages (e.g. the Beatitudes, Jesus’ prayer
of petition while on the cross – Father
forgive them..., Jesus prays in the Garden of
Gethsemane) and contemplative prayer (i.e.
silence, images e.g. icons, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament). [CCC nos. 2697‐2724]
Grade 6:
BL2.3: Describe through examples how the
Church has handed on Revelation regarding
the Incarnation through Tradition (e.g.
preaching of the Word, celebration of the
sacraments, catechesis, prayers and
devotions). [CCC nos. 456‐511]
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The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1f: Seeks intimacy with God and
celebrates Communion with God, others and
creation through prayer and
Worship
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures

Unit 6, Lesson 8

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Prayer has many forms and expressions found in Scripture and Tradition – blessing and
adoration, petition, intercession, thanksgiving and praise, vocal, meditative, and contemplative.



Which forms of prayer can be found in the Easter Vigil?
Which forms of prayer appeal to me?

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 participate actively and consciously in an Easter Vigil liturgy
 recognize that there are many forms of prayer in a liturgy
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
 Solemn Beginning of the
Vigil
 Liturgy of the Word
 Baptismal Liturgy
 Liturgy of the Eucharist
 Exsultet
 Solemn Blessing
 Solemn Dismissal

Materials:
 Paschal Candles (from Lesson 4)
 Computer & Speakers
 Bells (optional)
Resources: (see attached Appendices)
 Easter Vigil Liturgy (see Appendix 1)
 Scripture readings (see Appendix 2)
 Prayer of the Faithful (see Appendix 3)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Inform students that they will be participating in a mock Easter Vigil today. Students will need
their Paschal Candles for the liturgy, as they will be using them for the Solemn Beginning of the
Vigil. Each student will experience the preparation of the Paschal Candle.
Set up the classroom in a manner that is conducive to an effective liturgy.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

2

Unit 6, Lesson 8

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Note: Inviting the school’s parish priest to the vigil would be an excellent way to support the
parish‐school relationship. The priest would be able to preside, and would be able to answer any
questions that the students may still have about the Vigil.
1. 8‐10 Student volunteers will be required for the following roles:
a) First reading (this reading may require multiple volunteers due to length)
b) Second Reading
c) Prayer of the Faithful (6 volunteers).
It would be best to provide volunteers with their readings (Resources 2 & 3) in advance.
2. It may be beneficial to provide each student with a copy of the Easter Vigil Liturgy
(Appendix 1), which will provide them with many of the prayers and rituals used at the
actual Easter Vigil.

3. Follow Appendix 1 to celebrate the liturgy.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

If time remains, ask students if they have any questions about the Easter Vigil that remain
unanswered (if a priest is present, it would appropriate for the students to ask Him the
questions).
 Ask the students which part of the vigil they enjoyed the most, and why.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Students may identify the specific forms of prayer that are found in the Easter Vigil.



Students identify which forms of prayer they prefer and are able explain why.
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APPENDIX 1‐ page 1
Easter Vigil Liturgy
(Adapted from the Roman Missal)
Note: This Easter Vigil Liturgy is intended to familiarize the students with the prayers and rituals that
take place in Catholic Churches across the world, every year at the Easter Vigil. Due to time constraints
and the needs of each student, this liturgy may need further modification to best suit the students in your
care. In the absence of a priest, the teacher may preside in this liturgy.

THE SOLEMN BEGINNING OF THE VIGIL
Environment: The liturgy should begin with the lights off. If a video of a fire can be displayed in the
background, it would be appropriate to do so for the Solemn Beginning of the Vigil.

Presider:
All:
Presider:

In the name of the father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters, on this most sacred night, in which our Lord Jesus
Christ passed over from death to life, the Church calls upon her sons and
daughters, scattered throughout the world, to come together to watch and pray.
If we keep the memorial of the Lord's paschal solemnity in this way, listening to
His word and celebrating His mysteries, then we shall have the sure hope of
sharing His triumph over death and living with Him in God.

Blessing of the Fire:
Presider:
Let us pray. O God, who through Your Son bestowed upon the faithful the fire of
Your glory, sanctify this new fire, we pray, and grant that, by these paschal
celebrations, we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires, that with minds
made pure we may attain festivities of unending splendor.
Through Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.
Preparation of the Paschal Candle:
All pick up their Paschal Candles for the preparation.
The tracing will be done with the index finger.
All:
1. Christ yesterday and today (trace a vertical line on top of the cross);
2. the Beginning and the End (trace a horizontal line on the cross);
3. the Alpha (trace on the Alpha symbol);
4. and the Omega (trace on the Omega symbol).
5. All time belongs to Him (trace the 2 in the upper left corner of the cross);
6. and all the ages (trace the 0 in the upper right corner of the cross);
7. To Him be glory and power (trace the third number in the lower left corner of the cross);
8. through every age and for ever. Amen (trace the fourth number in the lower right corner of
the cross).
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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APPENDIX 1‐ page 2
All touch each wound on the cross of their candle, while saying:
1. By His holy
1
2. and glorious wounds,
3. may Christ the Lord
4
2
5
4. guard us
5. and protect us. Amen.
3

Presider:

May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.
(if the candles can be lit with a tea light, it is appropriate to do so at this time)

Presider:
All:

The Light of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

Presider:
All:

The Light of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

Presider:
All:

The Light of Christ!
Thanks be to God.

All the lights may be turned on at this point.
The Exsultet:
All listen to the Exsultet (the Easter Proclamation).
Note: It may be appropriate to shorten the song.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WyEAsiDjFP4

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Presider:

Dear brothers and sisters, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us listen
with quiet hearts to the Word of God. Let us meditate on how God in times past
saved His people and in these, the last days, has sent us His Son as our
Redeemer. Let us pray that our God may complete this paschal work of salvation
by the fullness of redemption.

First Reading: Exodus 14:15‐15: 1 (see resource 2): To be read by a student
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Gloria:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOk6kqI1CFc
Note: If bells are available, it would be engaging for students to be able to ring bells
throughout the song while singing. If the sound of the bells throughout the entire song would be
too overwhelming, the bells can be rung only through the refrain.
Second Reading: Romans 6:3‐11 (see Appendix 2): To be read by a student
Gospel: Luke 24:1‐12 (see Appendix 2): To be read by the presider

BAPTISMAL LITURGY
The Litany of the Saints:
Option 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWt5y301BSY

(contemporary)

Note: Prior to playing option 1, begin with the following:
Presider: Lord have mercy.
All: Lord have mercy.
Presider: Christ have mercy.
All: Christ have mercy.
Presider: Lord have mercy.
All: Lord have mercy.
Option 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LI7tHS6zneE

(traditional)

All participate in the litany by singing the response: “Pray for us”
Profession of Faith:
Presider:

Dear brothers and sisters, through the Paschal Mystery we have been buried
with Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with Him in newness of life. And so,
now that our Lenten observance is concluded, let us renew the promises of Holy
Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and his works and promised to
serve God in the holy Catholic Church. And so I ask you:

Presider:
All:
Presider:

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?
I do.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at
the right hand of the Father?
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All:
Presider:
All:
Presider:

All:

I do.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?
I do.
And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new
birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins,
keep us by His grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life.
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful:
The prayer of the faithful are read at this time.
All respond: Lord, hear our prayer.

Solemn Blessing:
Presider:
All:
Presider:
All.
Presider:

All:
Presider:
All:

May almighty God bless you through today’s Easter Solemnity and, in His
compassion, defend you from every assault of sin.
Amen.
And may He, who restores you to eternal life in the Resurrection of His Only
Begotten, endow you with the prize of immortality.
Amen.
Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, may you who
celebrate the gladness of the Easter Season come with Christ’s help, and exulting
in spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy.
Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

Solemn Dismissal (may be said or sung):
Presider:
All:

Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.
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APPENDIX 2
Readings for the Easter Vigil Liturgy
First Reading: Exodus 14:15‐15:1

A reading from the book of Exodus:
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel.
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not
come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall
for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the
morning watch, the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from
the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

8

Unit 6, Lesson 8

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 2‐ page 2
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the
Egyptians into the sea.
The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left.
Thus, the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and
in his servant Moses.
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has
thrown into the sea. The word of the Lord.”
All: Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright © 1989, 1993 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Second Reading: Romans 6:3‐11
A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans:
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with Him
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For
if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we will certainly be
united with Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was
crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we
might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from
sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with Him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never
die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. The death He died,
He died to sin, once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God. So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus. The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright © 1989, 1993 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Gospel: Luke 24:1‐12
The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord. (while signing forehead, lips, heart)
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb,
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the
body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, that the Son of
Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third
day rise again.” Then they remembered His words, and returning from
the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told this to the Apostles. But these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened. The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright © 1989, 1993 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Prayer of the Faithful
1. For Pope Francis, (Arch) Bishop N., and all the clergy; for all Christians, who
gather in celebration and wonder this day, and for all those whose lives
bear witness to Christ’s rising from the dead. We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
2. For the people throughout the world whose lives are broken by hatred,
war, and oppression; and for leaders who will commit themselves to
bringing peace to all people. We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
3. For all followers of Jesus who seek the peace of the Risen Christ; for those
whose hearts and minds are troubled. We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
4. For all those without a job; for the sick, the homebound, and the
hospitalized; and for all who care for the sick and the dying. We pray to the
Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
5. For all of us gathered in prayer and for the special intentions of our class.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
6. For those who have died and now share in the victory of Christ, and for the
consolation of all those who mourn. We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Adapted from The Easter Triduum – Prayer of the Faithful, from the Liturgical Commission of the Archdiocese of Kingston. All rights reserved.
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Unit 6 Lesson 9
The Risen Lord
Lesson Overview
Students reflect on and discuss the events of
Easter morning.

Christ Is Risen

Duration: 60 ‐80 min.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of
the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting
Gr.5 ‐ CL3.1: Identify and examine a

selection of the scripture passages in the
New Testament which reveal the divinity of
Jesus
Gr. 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding
of the Church’s teaching concerning the
mysteries of the hidden and public life of
Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering and
death, rising from the dead and ascending
into heaven)
Language: Grades 4,5,6
Reading Overall Expectation 1:
Read and demonstrate an understanding of a
variety of literary, graphic, and informational
texts, using a range of strategies to construct
meaning;
1.1: read a variety of texts from diverse
cultures, including literary texts..., graphic
texts…, and informational texts…
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The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
An Effective Communicator who:
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to
understand and learn in light of gospel values
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 How did Jesus’ followers know he rose from the dead?
 Jesus’ resurrection is both historical, as witnessed through the testimony of Jesus’
disciples and a mystery, understood through the recognition of Jesus’ divinity
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 28:1 – 10
 Luke 24:1 – 12

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand Jesus’ resurrection is the central event of our Christian Faith
 understand the biblical story of Christ’s resurrection
 connect the significance of the resurrection to our lives as children of God
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Resurrection
‐ perplexed

Materials:
 Bibles
Video Resource:

 Jesus of Nazareth (part IV) (1:24:54 to 1:41:57)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WE5M3tH_Rjg

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Watch selection from Jesus of Nazareth.
Students should understand this is a dramatic interpretation of these historic
events and it varies from the Gospel writing. In movies, dramatic license is used
to make things seem more exciting or to save time.
Allow the students time after viewing the film to ask questions about what they saw to clarify
understanding of what is being represented and to make observations.
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Questions for discussion:
 Why do you think the apostles are so afraid?
*Students should grasp that the Apostles believed they would be arrested and
condemned as Jesus was, so they were very afraid.
 Why do you think they don’t believe Mary?
*No one had ever risen from the dead before or since – the Apostles would not
have understood how this was impossible. Like the Apostles we are also
witnesses to the resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus represents the
fulfillment of God’s promise to us of eternal life. We can’t completely
comprehend God’s power in causing this to happen. Just as with the miracles
Jesus performed. God is divine; His ways are not human.
 What evidence does Peter give them to explain why he believes Mary?
*Jesus said it would happen/Peter believes it is true.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Divide the class into 2 groups and assign each group one of the scriptural passages
Matthew 28:1 or Luke 24:1 – 12
2. Pair students together to compare the two passages
3. Provide each pair with a Venn Diagram to aid in their comparison
4. Bring the students together to share their comparisons with the whole group

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

In Luke’s Gospel it states that Peter went to the tomb after seeing Mary, but they don’t show this
in the film. Imagine you were one of the disciples or Mary.


You may choose to draw a picture or write about your reaction to the events on Easter
Sunday.



What would you think, wonder?



Allow class time for students to share their responses.
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Unit 6 Lesson 10
The Shroud of Turin
Lesson Overview
Students learn about, and examine the Shroud
of Turin. Connections are made between the
mystery of the resurrection and the possibility
that the shroud may or may not represent
physical evidence of this.

Christ Is Risen

Duration: 40 ‐ 60 min.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of
the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting
Gr.5 BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of

the important role of the Church in
handing on Divine Revelation
Gr. 6 BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of

the Church’s teaching concerning the
mysteries of the hidden and public life of
Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering and
death, rising from the dead and ascending
into heaven)

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Jesus’ resurrection is the central event of our Christian Faith
 Jesus’ resurrection is both historical, as witnessed through the testimony of Jesus’
disciples and a mystery understood through the recognition of Jesus’ divinity
Scripture Passages:
 John 20:3 – 7
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



know about the Shroud of Turin
what might the Shroud tell us about Jesus’ death and resurrection

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Burial cloth
‐ Shroud
‐ Turin
‐ Relic: A part of a
deceased holy person’s
body or belongings kept
as an object of
reverence

Materials:
‐ Bibles
Resources:

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Read John 20:3 ‐ 7
Opening: In the cathedral in Turin, Italy a holy relic is housed and it is believed to be the cloth
Jesus’ body was wrapped in at his burial. The cloth has been examined by scientists on many
occasions but it has never been decisively concluded whether it is real or not.
The cloth depicts the body of a man who has suffered a brutal death. The wounds on the body
reflect the wounds Jesus suffered during his arrest and crucifixion as they are accounted in the
Gospel. One of unresolved mysteries of the Shroud is how the image came to be placed on the
linen cloth.
*FYI
The Vatican takes no official position on the shroud’s authenticity, although it encourages the
faithful to venerate it as a symbol of Christ’s suffering. As Pope John Paul II put it in 1998,
“The Church entrusts to scientists the task of continuing to investigate.”
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/04/150417‐shroud‐turin‐relics‐jesus‐catholic‐church‐
religion‐science/
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Using the Smart Board display http://shroud4kids.com/.
2. Open the slide display “Here is the Story”.
3. Invite student volunteers to read the captions, pausing to explain vocabulary and answer
questions as needed.

4. After the slide show ask students to recall other instances of the mysterious in Jesus’ life
(circumstances of His birth, the miracles He performed).

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Students will write an entry in their Religion notebooks or prayer journals using the following
prompt:
The Shroud is a mystery. We may never understand how it came to be, but it
provides us with a connection to Christ’s suffering and the mystery of the
resurrection.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology or a scribe as needed.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Invite students to further research the shroud through the above mentioned website and
also https://www.shroud.com/



Students may wish to research the Sudarium of Oviedo



Students may also wish to investigate the scientific methods used in the examination of the
shroud and to consider the measures needed to protect the ancient cloth of the shroud
while it is investigated by scientists
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Unit 6 Lesson 11
Thomas the Apostle
Lesson Overview
Thomas expressed doubt about Christ’s
resurrection and would not believe it until he
had proof. In our lives we also look for
evidence/proof ‐ “To obey (from the Latin ob‐
audire, to "hear or listen to") in faith is to
submit freely to the word that has been heard,
because its truth is guaranteed by God, who is
Truth itself. “ Catholic Catechism 144

Christ Is Risen

Duration: 80 ‐ 120 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation

Religious Education:
Gr.4 BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
Transmission of Divine Revelation in history
(i.e. Sacred Scripture and Tradition) and why
the Gospels hold a special place in the Church.
[CCC nos. 74‐141]

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

CL 2.2: Identify through the passages of
Scripture the gifts received by those who came
to recognize the presence of Christ and who
sought out an encounter with Him

A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith

Gr.5 BL 3.1: Identify and examine a selection of
the scripture passages in the New Testament
which reveal the divinity of Jesus (e.g.
Epiphany, miracles, transfiguration,
resurrection) and explain using examples, how
images, signs and symbols in the Liturgical year
convey this important truth of faith for
Christians.

CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
An Effective Communicator:
CGE2a: Listens actively and critically to
understand and learn in light of gospel values

Gr. 6 BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
Church’s teaching on how the human person
comes to know and believe in God (from the
created world through the natural light of

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

1

Unit 6, Lesson 11

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
reason, through God’s self‐revelation in Sacred
Scripture and through the handing‐on of the
faith by the Church)
BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of the

Church’s teaching concerning the mysteries of
the hidden and public life of Jesus Christ
(incarnation, suffering and death, rising from
the dead and ascending into heaven)
Language: Grades 4,5,6
Reading Overall Expectation 1:
Read and demonstrate an understanding of a
variety of literary, graphic, and informational
texts, using a range of strategies to construct
meaning;
1.1: read a variety of texts from diverse
cultures, including literary texts..., graphic
texts…, and informational texts…

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 As humans we look for proof, as Thomas does.
 As Christians our faith sustains our devotion to Christ. Why is faith important to our
relationship with Jesus?
Scripture Passages:
 John 20: 19 – 29

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand the story of Thomas the Apostle as a reflection on Christian faith


reflect on Catholic understanding of the nature of faith vs. our desire as humans for
evidence and proof for our beliefs

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Faith
‐ Belief
‐ evidence

Materials:
‐ Bibles
Resources:

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Record answers on chart paper or the board. Ask the class:
 What are some examples where we/people are asked for evidence or proof of something?
(Math – prove solutions; Reading – evidence to support our comprehension of text; Science
– hypotheses; Law – evidence at trial; etc.)
 Can you think of examples when we know or believe something, but we have no concrete
evidence to prove it? (Trust of friends/ family, loyalty, etc.)
 Have you heard the phrase “doubting Thomas”? What do you think it means?
Play 2 Truths and a Lie:
Prepare 3 statements about yourself; one that is untrue and share them with the class. Have the
students take turns guessing which one they think is untrue and why. Afterwards, ask them to
prepare 3 statements in the same way. (It may be necessary to brainstorm some ideas for
appropriate statements.) Allow a few minutes for them to think up their statements.
Create small groups of 3 or 4 students and have them play the game. Bring the group together
again to discuss why we believe some things, but doubt others.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Read scripture passage: John 20: 19 – 29
1. Review text to ensure students have understood the content. Remind them of the phrase
“doubting Thomas” and explain that this is where it originated.
2. Say to the students: “Thomas was one of the disciples, someone who followed Jesus and
was a witness to his death. He could not believe Jesus had actually risen until he saw for
himself. Jesus tells Thomas: ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’”
3. Ask students to consider: What message is Jesus giving to Thomas and to us?
4. Students should understand: “Faith is to submit freely to the word that has been heard,
because its truth is guaranteed by God, who is Truth itself.” Catholic Catechism 144
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CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Recite the Apostle’s Creed, our testimony of faith.


Each student will write a reflection about his/her understanding of faith as it is revealed in
this Gospel story. (Allow class time for sharing and discussion.)

*Differentiated instruction: Some students may use assistive technology or a scribe.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Review the Gospel reading to note the changes in the physical being of Christ since the
resurrection. That is – he is corporeal, Thomas is able to touch his wounds, but he appears
in the room with the disciples even though it is locked.



Make comparisons between this appearance of the Risen Christ and the Road to Emmaus
lesson.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

4

Unit 6, Lesson 11

Working Together for Catholic Education
CURRICULUM CORPORATION

THOUGH MANY, WE ARE ONE
UNIT 6
CHRIST IS RISEN
Lesson 12

Jesus and the Apostles

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

Unit 6 Lesson 12
Jesus and the Apostles
Lesson Overview
Students will review bible passages recounting
Jesus’ appearances to the disciples after the
resurrection. Students will be asked to reflect
on the mystery of Jesus’s appearances (i.e.
how he is corporeal and He is also
supernatural).

Christ Is Risen

Duration: 60 – 80 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of
the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting
Gr.5 ‐ CL3.1: Identify and examine a selection
of the scripture passages in the New
Testament which reveal the divinity of Jesus
Gr. 6 ‐ BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of
the Church’s teaching concerning the mysteries
of the hidden and public life of Jesus Christ
(incarnation, suffering and death, rising from
the dead and ascending into heaven)

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Through the resurrection Jesus’ physical being has changed
 How is Jesus familiar to His Apostles after the resurrection? How is He different?
Scripture Passages:

Luke 24:13 ‐ 32
Luke 24:33 – 43
John 20:19 – 29
John 21: 4 – 14
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



recognize how Christ’s divinity is revealed in His encounters with the Apostles after the
resurrection
make the connection that we, like the Apostles, are called on to be witnesses of the
Resurrection and to Jesus’ promise of eternal life

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during the
learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Corporeal: having a body

Materials:
‐ Bibles

‐ Supernatural: (of a
manifestation or event)
attributed to some force
beyond scientific
understanding or the laws
of nature

Resources:
‐ Jigsaw Activity Organizer (see Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning



Explain the meaning of corporeal.



Ask students to reflect on the word “supernatural”.
‐ Where have they heard it?
‐ What might it mean?
‐ Ask them to find the two words that make up this compound word.
‐ Does this help us to understand the meaning?



Ensure students have a clear understanding of the words.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Jigsaw Activity:
1. Organize students into groups of 3 and assign each student a different one of the following
scripture passages:
Luke 24:13 ‐32, 33 – 43, John 21: 4 – 14, John 20:19 ‐29. Ask students to note the parts of
the passage that reveal Jesus is corporeal (he can be touched, he breathes on the Apostles)
and supernatural (he appears in a locked room).
2. Provide each student with a bible and the organizer (Appendix 1) and review instructions.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

After the Jigsaw activity, bring the group together to share and clarify understanding. Ensure
students understand that the supernatural aspects of these passages reveal the divinity of Jesus
and as Christians we are witnesses to His divinity.


Ask: Why do you think Luke and the other gospel writers provide so much detail about
Christ’s appearances after the crucifixion?



Say to the students: The Apostles were the physical witnesses of the resurrection. We are
called to be witnesses by our faith, our understanding of the Gospels and our connection to
God through the Holy Spirit.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 There are countless paintings of important scenes from the New Testament. Some can be
viewed at the website: Art and the Bible, which conveniently pairs paintings with scripture
passages. http://www.artbible.info/


As an art lesson you may wish to invite students to visualize for themselves what they
imagine the scene to look like (through reflection or an actual drawing) and compare their
interpretation to the artist’s depiction.

Curriculum Expectation – Arts, Grades 4,5,6
Overall Expectation: Reflecting, Responding, Analysing: apply the critical analysis process (see
pages 23 – 28) to communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of art
works and art experiences
D2.1: interpret a variety of art works and identify the feelings, issues, themes, and social
concerns that they convey
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APPENDIX 1
Jigsaw Activity Organizer
Answer the questions for your passage as completely as possible. When each member is finished share your work
with each other and fill in the answers for the other 2 passages. Use the back of the page if you need more room.

Read Luke 24:13 – 32
Why do you think the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus?

What is the significance of Jesus blessing and breaking the bread with them?

Imagine you were one of the travellers who met up with Jesus on the road – what would you think,
feel?

Read John 21: 4 – 14
What are some of the things Jesus does in this passage to show his power/strength?

Why do you think the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus?

If you were a disciple of Christ, what would you think/wonder/do if you were there?

Read John 20:19 – 29
What are some of the things Jesus does in this passage to show his power/strength?

How does Jesus prove to the disciples that He has risen?

If you were a disciple of Christ what would you think/wonder/do if you were there?
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Unit 6 Lesson 13
The Ascension
Lesson Overview
Students read scripture passages and reflect on
Christ’s Ascension into heaven.

Christ Is Risen

Duration: 40 ‐ 60 min.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of
the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting
Gr.5 CL3.1: Identify and examine a

selection of the scripture passages in the
New Testament which reveal the divinity of
Jesus
Gr. 6 BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of
the Church’s teaching concerning the
mysteries of the hidden and public life of
Jesus Christ (incarnation, suffering and
death, rising from the dead and ascending
into heaven)

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
A Reflective and Creative Thinker Who:
CGE3a: Recognizes there is more grace in our
world than sin and that hope is essential in
facing all challenges

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Jesus spent 40 days with the disciples after Easter teaching them and preparing them for
their mission to spread the news of His teachings and the new covenant with God
 Jesus’ promise to his Apostles and to us is that although He is not physically present, He is
with us always, through the Holy Spirit
 How did Jesus prepare the Apostles for the time He would leave them and for their mission
after his ascension?
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For teacher information: Christ's body was glorified at the moment of his Resurrection, as
proved by the new and supernatural properties it subsequently and permanently enjoys.533 But
during the forty days when he eats and drinks familiarly with his disciples and teaches them
about the kingdom, his glory remains veiled under the appearance of ordinary
humanity.534 Jesus' final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of his humanity into divine
glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, where he is seated from that time forward at
God's right hand. (Catholic Catechism 59)

Scripture Passages:
 Luke 24:50‐53
 Acts 1:6‐11
 Matthew 28:20

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand the biblical story of Christ’s ascension
 connect the significance of the ascension to our lives as children of God
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ ascension

Materials:
‐ Bibles
Resources: (Optional)
‐ Ascension of Jesus Christ from AD The Bible Continues
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RD0LNtc1UE4

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Say: “Jesus spent time with the disciples for 40 days after Easter. In many different passages in
the bible he tells them he will be physically present with them for only a short time. As with the
resurrection, it is difficult for us to understand, since it never happened before or since Jesus.
We know through the bible accounts that the disciples were witnesses to the Ascension. We
know that Jesus’ physical body ascended but we are unable to explain how – this is another
example of the supernatural nature of Jesus after the resurrection.”
If necessary, remind students of the definition of ‘supernatural.’
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Display and read Luke 24:50‐53, and Acts 1:6‐11 on the Smart Board.
2. Ask students to close their eyes and visualize what the Apostles might have seen and felt as
witnesses to the Ascension.
3. Ask them to share what they thought and felt.
4. Share this quote from Matthew (28:20) “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Remind the students that the Apostles would have understood, or would have come to
understand, that although Jesus had left them physically, through the Holy Spirit He was with
them as He is with us.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Say: “Jesus instructed his Apostles to spread the news of His message for a new understanding
of God. He promised to send them help so His message would reach all His children.
 Imagine you were a disciple of Christ and a witness to His ascension into heaven.
 Draw a picture or write a reflection about what you would see, how you would feel and
what you would wonder.
Allow class time for students to share their responses.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 View the depiction of the ascension in the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RD0LNtc1UE4




View the video “Ascension Day explained with LEGO”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D0kMWj5NCE(Note: In Canada the Ascension is always
celebrated on a Sunday. In the US, it is usually celebrated on a Thursday.)
As an art lesson you may wish to invite students to visualize for themselves what they
imagine the scene to look like (through reflection or an actual drawing) and compare their
interpretation to the artist’s depiction.

Curriculum Expectation – Arts, Grades 4,5,6
Overall Expectation: Reflecting, Responding, Analysing: apply the critical analysis process (see
pages 23 – 28) to communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of art
works and art experiences
D2.1: interpret a variety of art works and identify the feelings, issues, themes, and social
concerns that they convey
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Unit 6 Lesson 14
The Holy Spirit

Christ Is Risen

Lesson Overview
Students learn about the Holy Spirit.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 CL1: Understand that through the actions
of the Holy Spirit and the ministry of the priest,
the sacraments can heal relationships and
restore us to new life
Gr.5 CL3.1: Identify and examine a selection of
the scripture passages in the New Testament
which reveal the divinity of Jesus
PR1: Understand how the Holy Spirit continues
to teach us to pray individually and
communally through the Church
Gr. 6 BL2.2: Through an examination of the
account of the Incarnation in Scripture, identify
the role of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and describe the meaning and significance of
the Incarnation (i.e. the Son of God became
human)

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Trinity means God is three distinct Persons in One (Father, Son & Holy Spirit). Each are
coequal
 The Holy Spirit is God’s breath in the world
 We come to God through the Spirit and God comes to us through the Holy Spirit
Scripture Passages:
Psalm 51:11; Matthew 1:18, 3:11; Mark 1:8, 1:10; Luke 1:15, 1:35; John 1:32 – 33
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand some aspects of the Holy Spirit
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ coequal

Materials:
‐ Bibles
Resources:
‐ Display copy of The Apostle’s Creed (See Unit 1, lessons 2&3)
‐ Display copy of Prayer to the Holy Spirit (Appendix 1)
‐ Display copy of lyrics for : “Spirit Come Down” by Janet Vogt
and Mark Friedman (Appendix 2)
Internet Resources:
‐ Spirit and Song website http://www.spiritandsong.com

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Sing the Song “Spirit Come Down.”
This song is included on the Never Too Young and Spirit & Song CD collections, or can be
purchased on the Spirit and Song website.
A sample of the song is available on the same website: http://www.spiritandsong.com/.
Play the song with lyrics and invite the students to join in. This is more effective if you are
comfortable leading them. Rhythm instruments, if available, may be added.
Ask the students to reflect on the different ways the Holy Spirit is described in the song and
share their answers. (Breath of life, fire of love)
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. Prepare a KWL chart on chart paper (3 sections – what I know, what I wonder, what I have
learned) and display for the class.
2. Ask students to share what they know about the Holy Spirit. Write down their responses in
the “what I know section”.
3. Have students bless themselves and pray the Apostle’s Creed together.
4. Ask them to find references to the Holy Spirit in the Creed.
5. Ask them what they wonder about the Holy Spirit and add those to the “wonder” section.
6. Divide the students into 8 groups and assign one of the following passages per group: Psalm
51:11; Matthew 1:18, 3:11; Mark 1:8, 1:10; Luke 1:15, 1:35; John 1:32 – 33
7. Have each group read the assigned scripture passage together and record how the Holy
Spirit is active in the passage.
8. Bring the group together to share their information – ask students to consider what they
have learned about the Holy Spirit from the scripture passages and add this to the KWL
chart.
Note to teacher: Students may ask questions you aren’t confident about answering. It’s best to
tell them that you don’t know, but you will find out and get back to them. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM may be helpful, but you
may also wish to consult with your board’s Religious Education Department.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Tell the students:
 “We come to God through the Spirit and the Spirit works in us to help us to be closer to
God. The Holy Spirit worked in the Apostles to help them spread the message of life
everlasting as found in the Easter story of Jesus and in the acts of the Apostles.”
 Display and pray together “The Prayer to the Holy Spirit” (Appendix 1).
 Have students copy the “Prayer to the Holy Spirit” in their prayer journals or Religion
notebooks.
*Differentiated Instruction: Printed copies may be provided.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:

Allow students to research the Holy Spirit, ask questions and share their understandings.


Include the Holy Spirit Prayer in daily classroom prayer.



Use the song “Spirit Come Down” in Pentecost liturgy (Lesson 17)
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APPENDIX 1

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of Your love.
Send forth Your Spirit and they shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
grant that by the same Holy Spirit
we may be truly wise
and ever enjoy His consolations,
Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.
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APPENDIX 2

Spirit Come Down
By Janet Voigt and Mark Friedman

Spirit, Spirit, Spirit,
come down from heaven.
Spirit, Spirit,
and seal us with your love.
Breath of life, breath of life, breath of life,
come down from heaven.
Breath of life, breath of life,
and seal us with your love.
Fire of love, fire of love, fire of love,
come down from heaven.
Fire of love, fire of love,
and seal us with your love.
Spiritus, Spiritus, Spiritus,
come down from heaven.
Spiritus, Spiritus,
and seal us with your love.

© 2000, Janet Vogt and Mark Friedman. Published by OCP. All rights reserved
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Unit 6 Lesson 15
Pentecost

Christ Is Risen

Lesson Overview
Students reflect on the story of Pentecost and
its significance for us.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of
the Transmission of Divine Revelation in history
(i.e. Sacred Scripture and Tradition) and why
the Gospels hold a special place in the Church
Gr.5 BL1.1: Through an examination of
selected biblical passages, find evidence of the
origin of the Church (i.e. its identity and role)
CL3.2: Name the images and symbols
associated with Holy Thursday and Pentecost
(e.g. sacred oils, bread and wine, foot washing,
wind and tongues of fire) and explain what
they convey and how their meaning deepen
our Christian faith and guides our life of
witness and service
Gr. 6 BL1.3: Identify the many ways we come
to know God from the physical world and the
human person

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
CGE3a: Recognizes there is more grace in our
world than sin and that hope is essential in
facing all challenges.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
At Pentecost, the Apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit and were given the power to share
God’s message and the promise of eternal life with all people.
 What happened at Pentecost?


Why is Pentecost important?
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When and how do we experience the Holy Spirit in our lives?

Scripture Passages:
 Acts 2:1 ‐8

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Retell the story of Pentecost
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Pentecost: the Christian
festival celebrating the
descent of the Holy Spirit
on the disciples of Jesus
after his Ascension, held
on the seventh Sunday
after Easter

Materials:
‐ Bibles
Video Resources:
‐ Pentecost in 2 minutes (Busted Halo)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5tr4pqWIo4
‐ The Bible series – Day of Pentecost
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvDf6WqxWeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lofMrKydR3Q
(There are two different clips available. Please preview to
determine which is most appropriate for your class.)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Play the YouTube video Pentecost in 2 minutes.
Invite students to share impressions, questions and new learning.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Read scripture passage: Acts 2:1 ‐4
Questions for discussion and understanding:


How did they know the Holy Spirit was upon them? (What did they see? hear?)



How were the disciples changed through the actions of the Holy Spirit?



Why were these changes important for the work Jesus had given them?

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Draw a picture or write a reflection about your understanding of Pentecost.
Allow class time for students to share their work.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 Watch the video “Day of Pentecost.” Invite students to share questions and new learning


Research the peoples and places listed in Acts 2:9‐11



Pentecost Stations (next lesson)
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Unit 6 Lesson 17
Stations of the Resurrection
Lesson Overview
Students practice and share the Stations of the
Resurrection using tableaux.

Christ Is Risen

Duration: 120 – 160 minutes

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Gr.4 CL 3.3: Distinguish between
‘sacramentals’ and ‘sacraments’ and use
symbols, words, gesture, prayer and music as
sacramentals in the creation of a sacred space
and ritual celebrations that focus on the
seasons of the liturgical year
Gr.5 CL3.2: Name the images and symbols
associated with Holy Thursday and Pentecost
(e.g. sacred oils, bread and wine, foot washing,
wind and tongues of fire) and explain what
they convey and how their meaning deepen
our Christian faith and guides our life of
witness and service
Gr. 6 CL3 : Demonstrate an understanding of
the Liturgical seasons of Lent, Easter and the
Feast of Pentecost as they are revealed
through rituals, images and symbols and the
Church’s sacraments (the mysteries of Christ’s
life i.e. Paschal Mystery)

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community and Participation
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic
Faith Community Who:
CGE1a: Illustrates a basic understanding of the
saving story of our Christian Faith
CGE1c: Actively reflects on God’s word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures
CGE1f: Seeks intimacy with God and
celebrates communion with God, with others
and creation through prayer and worship
CGE5a: Works effectively as an
interdependent team member

Language:
Grade 4, 5, 6, Oral Communication
2.3: communicate in a clear and coherent
manner, presenting ideas and information in a
readily understandable form
2.5: identify some vocal effects, including
tone, pace, pitch, volume, and a variety of
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sound effects, and use them appropriately and
with sensitivity towards cultural differences to
help communicate their meaning
Arts – Drama (Grades 4,5,6)
B1. Overall Expectation
Creating and Presenting: apply the creative
process to dramatic play and process drama,
using the elements and conventions of drama
to communicate feelings, ideas, and stories
B1.1: engage actively in drama exploration and
role play, with a focus on exploring drama
structures, key ideas, and pivotal moments in
their own stories and stories from diverse
communities, times and places

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Consolidate learning about the Easter Season from the past weeks.
 We remember and celebrate Pentecost as the foundation of our church and as a promise
fulfilled by God.
Scripture Passages:
 see Via Lucis (Way of Light) http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/liturgy/easter‐
season/via‐lucis‐way‐of‐the‐light/

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 extend their understanding of the events of Easter and Pentecost
 participate in a liturgy based on the Stations of the Resurrection
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.
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INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Tableau: a group of
models or motionless
figures representing a
scene from a story or
from history (plural:
tableaux)
‐ Sacrament: The
sacraments are Christ's
own gift that provide us
with His grace. They are
the divine helps which
God gives us to enable us
to:
‐
‐

‐

Believe the truths of His
faith
Live according to His moral
code
Grow in His gift of divine
life

Materials:
‐ Copies of Stations of Resurrection (see link below)
‐ optional costumes, props
Resources:
‐ Via Lucis (Way of Light)
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/liturgy/east
er‐season/via‐lucis‐way‐of‐the‐light/
‐ Songs:
‐ Sons and Daughters ‐ Catholic Book of Worship III #404
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Jo0sVwTAB0
or
‐ The Celtic Alleluia ‐ Catholic Book of Worship III #549
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoaZq5eorpo
or
‐ The Light of Christ ‐ Catholic Book of Worship III #394
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbLHOA6mRKk
or
‐ Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord ‐ Catholic Book of
Worship III #383
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4

‐ Sacramentals: Objects or
actions that are sacred
signs instituted by the
Church. They help
prepare us to receive the
grace of the sacraments
and sanctify different
circumstances of life.
(e.g. holy water, the sign
of the cross, blessings)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

1. Briefly review tableaux with students by asking them to reflect on and share their
experience with the Stations of the Cross before Easter.
2. Tell students they are going to prepare a prayer service to celebrate the season of Easter.
3. Explain the difference between “Sacrament” and “Sacramental”. Ask students what the
Sacraments of the Catholic Church are. Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion,
Confession, Marriage, Holy Orders, and the Anointing of the Sick. Share the definitions
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provided. Explain to them that the Stations of the Cross and the Stations of the
Resurrection are sacramental liturgies.
4. Organize 2 students as readers for each station. Distribute copies of the Via Lucia and have
each pair read over the scripture reflection and prayer for their station. Ask them to restate
to the class the main idea of the scripture passage and what is being asked in the prayer.
Have the group read through the script so all will understand how the Stations go together.
This is a good time to review appropriate volume and use of expression when addressing a
large group. It’s also a good time to go over vocabulary and pronunciation to ensure
students are confident in their reading.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

1. You may wish to invite another junior class to join you in preparing the prayer service – this
should be done well in advance so they can also go through the lessons of this unit for
optimal understanding. If more than one class participates you will require a larger venue
than your classroom, so consider other larger spaces (gym, library) and, schedule ahead of
time so they are available.
2. You may wish to invite guests (parents/ other classes, administration) to attend. Ensure
there is room/chairs for guests. Consider doing this early (about one week in advance) so
you can give guests time to make arrangements to attend.
3. Organize students (including readers) into groups of 4 or 5 and assign them a station (If only
one class is involved, some groups may need to prepare more than one station). Transitions
will be smoother if readers do not participate in the tableaux they are responsible for
reading – assign them as participants in another tableau.
4. The “All” sections at the beginning and end of each station are the verses of “O Sons and
Daughters” (see resources) which can be sung (singing is almost always better). You may
wish to substitute the whole song (divided up for each station) or the refrain of another
familiar Easter hymn (some suggestions are listed in the resources). It’s important to take
some time to practice the singing to ensure students are comfortable and confident.
5. Give students a class period to prepare the tableaux.
6. Organize the space for the prayer service. Two options for presentation are:
 Have students present at the front of the room, or on a stage
 In a larger space, like the gym, organize each station around the perimeter and have the
audience in the middle. In a larger space, you should seriously consider using
microphones for the readers since student voices are rarely loud enough to be heard. If
you choose to have the stations organized around the perimeter, consider using a spot
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light as each group presents. An overhead projector, with a circle cut out of construction
paper laid on the top works pretty well if an actual spotlight isn’t available. With this
option you will need to assign a student or teacher to run the spotlight.
 *If you’re using a larger space it’s probably a good idea to rehearse at least once in the
space, so students are aware of how it will all work. Again, don’t forget to book this
ahead of time.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Celebrate the Stations of the Resurrection:
Afterwards, allow students a chance to share their reflections on the experience and their
understanding of the Easter Season and to ask questions.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Reflection on the prayer service



Opportunities to talk about connections with the Holy Spirit
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Unit 6 Lesson 18
Resurrection Jeopardy
Lesson Overview

Christ Is Risen

Students will participate in a Jeopardy
competition to review all that they have
learned about the Easter story.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
Transmission of Divine Revelation in history
(i.e. Sacred Scripture and Tradition) and why
the Gospels hold a special place in the
Church. [CCC nos. 74‐141]

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Call to Family, Community, and Participation

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE4f: applies effective communication,
decision‐making, problem‐solving, time and
resource management skills

Grade 5:
BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
important role of the Church in handing on
Divine Revelation. [CCC nos. 74‐100; 748‐
780]

CGE5a: works effectively as an interdependent
team member

Grade 6:
BL2: Demonstrate an understanding of the
Church’s teaching concerning the mysteries
of the hidden and public life of Jesus Christ
(incarnation, suffering and death, rising
from the dead and ascending into heaven.
[CCC nos. 50‐73; 101‐141; 422‐682]

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
All that Jesus did and taught, both in His hidden and public life, is to be seen in the light of the
mysteries of Christmas and Easter. [CCC nos. 512‐513]



How well do I remember the Easter story?



Where do I fit in to God’s story?
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



summarize the Easter story to the best of their knowledge
recognize key places and people in relation to the Resurrection of Christ

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
‐ Score sheet & Pen (for teacher)
‐ Computer and Smartboard or LCD projector
Resources:
‐ Resurrection Jeopardy PowerPoint (see Appendix 1, as a
separate attachment)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Ask the students if they have any questions about the Easter story, or if they would like to clarify
anything before beginning the game.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Resurrection Jeopardy:
Introduce the game to the students, and divide the class into 3 teams. Inform students of the
following rules (rules may be adapted to best suit each class):
1. Only 1 student per team will be raising their hand to indicate that team would like to
respond. This will make it easier for the teacher to indicate which team has raised their
hand first. All students will be able to respond once chosen. If a team member knows the
answer, they must inform the student designated to “buzz in”.
2. A team may not “buzz in” until the teacher finishes reading the question aloud.
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3. If a team answers incorrectly, the point value of the question will be subtracted from their
overall score. Teams can have negative scores. The remaining teams will be given an
opportunity to steal, until a team has correctly answered or all 3 teams each have shared an
answer.
4. The PowerPoint will not display which questions have already been answered, therefore it is
suggested to play each category of the board in its entirety, from left to right.

5. The team with the highest score at the end of the game wins.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned



Tally the scores of each team. The team with the highest score wins.



Prizes may be awarded (at the teacher’s discretion).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Invite the students to create their own Jeopardy game (or another popular game) based on
their learnings. Consider sharing these games with other classes.



Students may wish to research any questions regarding the Easter story that remain
unanswered.
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Timing is
Everything

CHURCH

JESUS
DUNNIT

Oldies But
Goodies

THE BFF’S:

AT THE TOMB

All about
the disciples

$100

$100

$100

$100

$100

$200

$200

$200

$200

$200

$300

$300

$300

$300

$300

$400

$400

$400

$400

$400

$500

$500

$500

$500

$500
2

FOR $100
The resurrected Jesus was first
seen on this day of the week.

3

What is
Sunday?

4

FOR $200
Easter is celebrated for
this many days.

5

What is
50 days?

6

FOR $300
Jesus appeared to his disciples after
the resurrection for this amount of
time:
a. Three days
b. Forty days
c. Three years
d. Fifty days

7

What is
40 days?

8

FOR $400
A special blessing that
takes place near the
beginning of Mass during
the Easter season.
9

What is
The Sprinkling rite/blessing
with Holy Water?

10

FOR $500
The date of Easter
Sunday is determined
in this way.

11

What is
the first Sunday after
(never on) the first full
moon occurring after
the first day of spring?
12

FOR $100
The colour that the priest
wears during the Easter
season.

13

What is
white?

14

FOR $200
A Catholic Church is
decorated in this way
during the Easter
season
15

What is
the colour white & flowers
(lilies & hydrangeas)?

16

FOR $300
The largest candle in the
church, which is lit during the
Easter season and is often
displayed near the altar (and
usually next to the baptismal
font)
17

What is
the
Paschal/Easter Candle?

18

FOR $400
The name of the feast day
that celebrates Jesus rising to
heaven.

19

What is
The Ascension?

20

FOR $500
The name of the feast day
that is celebrated
immediately following the
Easter season.
Hint: Think Holy Spirit
21

What is
Pentecost?

22

FOR $100
Jesus first appeared to this
individual after his resurrection:
Simon Peter
Mary (his mother)
Judas Iscariot
Mary Magdalene
23

Who is
Mary Magdalene?

24

FOR $200
The women met this individual
as they went to tell the disciples
that Jesus had risen.

25

Who is
Jesus?

26

FOR $300
Jesus said this to his disciples
as he greeted them
(after the resurrection).

27

What is
“peace be with you”?

28

FOR $400
This happened to Jesus
after he stopped
appearing to his disciples.

29

What is
he ascended into heaven?

30

FOR $500
When Jesus ascends into
heaven, he promises to
send this to his disciples.
Hint: think Trinity
31

Who is
the Holy Spirit?

32

FOR $100
This individual rolled away
the stone at Jesus’ tomb.

33

Who is
the angel?

34

FOR $200
When Mary Magdalene first
saw Jesus after his
resurrection, she mistakes him
for this person.
35

Who is
the gardener?

36

FOR $300
This individual told Mary
that Jesus was not in the
tomb, but that He had risen.

37

Who is
the angel?

38

FOR $400
The first thing that Jesus says
to Mary:
a) Do not hold on to me
b) Woman, Why are you weeping?
c) Go tell the disciples
d) Mary!
39

What is
b) Woman, why are you
weeping?

40

FOR $500
In John’s Gospel, when Mary
Magdalene recognizes the
risen Jesus, she calls him
Rabbouni. This is the Hebrew
word for:
41

What is
teacher?

42

FOR $100
This disciple wanted to see
the imprint of the nails
before he would believe.

43

Who is
Thomas?

44

FOR $200
According to the Gospels,
this is how the disciples knew
that something had happened
at Jesus’ tomb.

45

What is
the stone that was rolled
away from the tomb?

46

FOR $300
The disciples’ response when
they were told that Jesus had
risen.

47

What is
disbelief?

48

FOR $400
The New Testament story in which two disciples
were walking down a road and did not recognize
Jesus. They discussed their sadness of his death
with him. They persuaded him to come and eat
with them, and when he broke the bread, they
finally recognized him:
a) The Road to Emmaus
b) The Road to Cavalry
c) Palm Sunday
d) The Last Supper
49

What is
a) The Road to Emmaus?

50

FOR $500
After the resurrection, Jesus appeared
to his disciples beside this sea:
a) The Red Sea
b) The Sea of Joppa
c) The Sea of Tiberias
d) The Dead Sea
51

What is
c) The Sea of Tiberias?

52
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Unit 7 Lesson 1
Do Something
Lesson Overview

Making a Difference
in the World

Students are re‐introduced to Catholic Social
Teaching through the theme of “Making a
Difference”. Students will review what this
means and will participate in a prayer service.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4:
ML1.1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
importance of the Ten Commandments (i.e.
Decalogue, Old Law) for living the Christian
moral life.
Grade 5:
ML1.: Demonstrate an understanding how the
New Law (i.e. Law of the Gospel, Jesus Christ,
work of the Holy Spirit) expressed in the
teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
and “The New Commandment” leads to the
perfection of the Ten Commandments.
Grade 6:
ML1.: Demonstrate an understanding of how
the Natural Moral Law is the foundation for the
Decalogue (i.e. Ten Commandments) and that
they express the norms of reason for judging
human morality and the building of the human
community.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community
Solidarity

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
CGE1b: Participates in the sacramental life of
the church and demonstrates an
understanding of the centrality of the Eucharist
to our Catholic story
CGE1f: Seeks intimacy with God and celebrates
communion with God, others and creation
through prayer and worship
CGE1i: Integrates faith with life

Guiding Questions (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
The Decalogue, the Sermon on the Mount, particularly the Beatitudes and the Tradition are
sources of instruction for moral conduct i.e. for living the Christian life.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

1

Unit 7, Lesson 1

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades



Why does our faith teach us to make a difference in the world?
How can we make a difference in the world?

Scripture Passages:
 Galatians 3:26‐29; Matthew 5:13‐16; Matthew 5:1‐12

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:



explain what making a difference means in a Catholic context
share practical ways that they can make a difference in the world

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.






I can tell others what making a difference means
We are called to make a difference because…
Some practical ways to make a difference are…
Ways that Jesus made a difference were…
A way that someone made a difference in my life was…

Teachers can use these criteria for assessment by examining the responses that students share
on the Padlet wall/board/chart paper during this lesson. Since this is an introductory lesson, the
assessment that takes place in this lesson should be diagnostic, with the hope that students are
activating prior knowledge to share their thoughts. The success criteria above can be assessed
through formative and summative evaluations in subsequent activities in this social justice unit.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Catholic Social Teaching
‐ Dignity
‐ Ubuntu
‐ Gentile
‐ Charity

Materials:
‐ Computer
‐ Speakers
‐ Smart Board/Screen & Projector
‐ Prayer Table
‐ Bible
Resources:
‐ Prayer Service: Go Make a Difference (see Appendix 1)
‐ Music Video – Do Something (Matthew West)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_RjndG0IX8
‐ Music Video ‐ Unwavering (Matt Maher):

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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‐

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUxzGF5RGZg
Music Video – Go Make a Difference ‘with lyrics’ (Steve
Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDjQEoItGzQ

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Note: Consider rearranging the classroom for the prayer service (desks to the side, chairs in rows
or in a circle, prayer table or an appropriate place for the lectors). Consider inviting the local parish
priest or deacon to preside at the prayer service.
Students are introduced to the theme of the unit: Making a Difference in the World. Remind
them that the unit focuses on social justice, and the Catholic Social Teaching of the Church.
Students are asked, “What does making a difference mean?” Students are invited to share their
responses digitally, by inputting their responses using an application such as Padlet (if necessary,
the sharing can take place using a board/chart paper). Discuss the responses with the class.
Introduce the “Do Something” music video by Matthew West as a song that is about making a
difference. View the video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_RjndG0IX8
Afterwards, ask the class if there were any examples of making a difference that were not
mentioned in the earlier discussion. Any additions from the video may be added to the list.

ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Remind students that one way that we can make a difference is through prayer. Introduce the
prayer service to the class. Request or assign 14 students to proclaim the readings and Prayer of
the Faithful (The teacher will preside in the absence of a priest or deacon). Provide them with
copies of their readings and allow 5 ‐10 minutes to practice.
*Differentiated instruction: Provide students with the readings earlier for extended practice.
Encourage students to sing and to respond to the best of their ability, and highlight the
importance of active and conscious participation.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Journal/Reflection:
 Invite students to think of a situation where someone has made a difference in their life.
 Students are asked to reflect on how they have made a difference before.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Search for more Christian music videos that are about making a difference. Invite
students to share a video and explain how it relates to making a difference in the
world.



Use lessons from resource “Who I AM” at www.eoccc.org
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Prayer Service: Go Make a Difference
Opening Song
Presider: Please join in singing our opening song, “Unwavering”.
Unwavering (Matt Maher): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUxzGF5RGZg

Introduction
Reader 1: Each of us is created in God’s image, and has the right to be treated with dignity as a child of
God. We reflect on the following words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Archbishop Emeritus of Cape
Town, South Africa:
Reader 2: “As a created and precious child of God I have been blessed with a great sense of dignity.
Recognizing that we are all created as sisters and brothers belonging to a common humanity, leads us to
treat one another with respect. Our sense of dignity is affirmed when our uniqueness is recognized and
valued by those around us, as we all become global citizens.”
Reader 3: “Africans have something called Ubuntu. It captures the essence of being human. It
embraces hospitality, caring about others, being able to go the extra mile for the sake of others. We
believe that a person is a person through another person; that my humanity is caught up, bound up,
inextricably, with yours.”
Reader 4: “Respecting a person takes account of their feelings and experiences; their social situation;
their ethnic, religious, and sexual identity, though they may be very different from my own. The practice
of Ubuntu demands an open‐mindedness that celebrates difference, recognizing the validity of others’
circumstances and experiences. It recognizes the uniqueness of each person and looks for the image of
God in the other.”

Opening Prayer
Presider: We begin with the sign of our faith …
All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Presider: Loving God, as we gather together in prayer, help us to open our minds to be fully aware of
Your presence. Help us to fully understand our calling so that we can make a difference in the world.
We ask You for the gifts of courage and strength to reach out to those who need it most, so that they
may be truly loved for who they are, Your children. Amen.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Scripture Passage: Galatians 3:26‐29
Presider: Let us now reflect on a reading from scripture:
Reader 5: A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Galatians:
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise. The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Matthew 5:13‐16
Presider: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Presider: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
Presider: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven. The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection (adapted from Go Make a Difference, Deacon Michael Bickerstaff, integratedcatholiclife.org):
Reader 6: The purpose of salt in Jesus’ time was to both preserve food and to enhance its flavor. He tells
his disciples that if they are not helping to preserve the lives of those they encounter and to make them
better, then they (His disciples… and us) are not who they were made to be… and get this, they are
worthless; “no longer good for anything”. Like a city set on a hill, the lives we live are to shine like
beacons in a world filled with darkness and point to the Good News and give glory to God. His words
direct us out from ourselves towards others.
Reader 7: We are called to a life of charity. We are called to give, but we are also called to teach others
so that they can help themselves too. We are called to empower others. Charity is not only the path to
Heaven, it is the path to peace and joy for our lives in this world, even though we may find ourselves
surrounded with negative situations. To be selfish and love only inwardly may lead to great worldly
riches, but history and our own personal experience surely demonstrate that this never leads to peace,
joy and lasting happiness.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Reader 8: Jesus has given us our marching orders. He has delivered the inspiring message we need to
see us to the end of our race. So, as St. Paul would say, “Go run the good race and fight the good fight.”
There is no better life we can lead than this. There is no better gift we can give others than the gift that
the Lord has entrusted to us. Go make a difference for the Lord.

Prayer of the Faithful
Presider: The response to the petitions is: Lord, hear our prayer as we go and make a difference.
All: Lord, hear our prayer as we go and make a difference.
Reader 9: For our Holy Father Pope Francis, our bishops, and all of the clergy, that they continue to
make a difference and that they may be strengthened by our prayers, nurtured by our gratitude, and
renewed by our pledge of support, we pray to the Lord. R.
Reader 10: For young people seeking to be the light of the world, that they may know the life that flows
through the Eucharist into our lives, we pray to the Lord. R.
Reader 11: That the Lord will continue to provide his vineyard with workers engaged in the challenging
yet rewarding ministry of making a difference in the world, we pray to the Lord. R.
Reader 12: For the poor and the rejected, may they be comforted by the knowledge that Jesus reveals
all things to those who follow him in the path of meekness and humility, we pray to the Lord. R.
Reader 13: For those who are sick, lonely, and unemployed, that they may find the rest in the presence
of the spirit of God that dwells within them, we pray to the Lord. R.
Reader 14: For all those who have died, that they may be brought to the safe pastures of joy and peace,
we pray to the Lord. R.
Presider: Loving father, we ask that you hear these prayers and those that remain in our hearts,
through Christ, Our Lord. All: Amen.
Closing Prayer:
Presider: Let us pray …
God of Love,
Flow through us as we learn more about how we can make a difference, and help us bring light to our
beautiful yet broken world. May we use our gifts to create communities of belonging where love and
justice reign and where our faith is evident in our actions. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Closing Song:
Presider: Please join in singing our closing song, “Go Make a Difference”.
Go Make a Difference (Steve Angrisano & Tom Tomaszek): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDjQEoItGzQ
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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Unit 7 Lesson 2
Rwanda: A Changing Country
Lesson Overview

Making a Difference
in the World

Being able to “love one another as I have loved
you”, is one of the most difficult tasks that has
been modeled by Jesus. We are confronted by
negative stories in the world. By looking at
Rwanda since the genocide in 1994, we get a
chance to see a country torn apart by hate, and
rebuilding in love and acceptance.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4: Living a Moral Life
ML1.1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
importance of the Ten Commandments (i.e.
Decalogue, Old Law) for living the Christian
moral life.
Grade 5: Living a Moral Life
ML1.: Demonstrate an understanding how the
New Law (i.e. Law of the Gospel, Jesus Christ,
work of the Holy Spirit) expressed in the
teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
and “The New Commandment” leads to the
perfection of the Ten Commandments.
Grade 6: Living a Moral Life
ML1.: Demonstrate an understanding of how
the Natural Moral Law is the foundation for the
Decalogue (i.e. Ten Commandments) and that
they express the norms of reason for judging
human morality and the building of the human
community.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community
Solidarity
Rights and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Caring Family Member who:
CGE6e: Ministers to the family, school, parish,
and wider community through service
A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7e: Seeks and grants forgiveness
CGE7f: Respects and affirms the diversity and
interdependence of the world’s people and
cultures
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society.
o What happens when a country does not follow those values? How does it rebuild?
o How do you judge your neighbour fairly?
o How would we act in a time of civil crisis like Rwanda? Would we be able to forgive?
Scripture Passages:
 John 13:34‐35
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Understand basic information about the genocide in Rwanda in 1994
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Rwanda
‐ RPF (Rwanda Patriotic
Front)
‐ Paula Kagame
‐ Romeo Dallaire
‐ UNIFOR
‐ Arusha Accords
‐ Genocide
‐ Hutu
‐ Tutsi

Materials:
Resources:
‐ A VERY short history of Rwanda (3.5 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwT9aTrAfQE
‐ A new meaning about forgiveness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rwcp_oEIwnU
‐ The Genocide handout (see Appendix 1)
‐ What Happened in Rwanda (see Appendix 2)
‐ Exit Card (see Appendix 3)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Remind students of the Great Commandment, Love one another as I have loved you. The teacher
should guide a whole class discussion about times when students have not treated others with
this respect. Then hook the students with the video “A VERY Short History of Rwanda”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwT9aTrAfQE which will explain the history of Rwanda up
to 1994, and how the lack of love for one another led to a genocide.
EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute reading assignment (Appendix 1) composed of the United Nations summary and the
corresponding question sheet (Appendix 2) to the students.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology such as Kurzweil or read with a
partner.
Allow students 15 minutes to work together in groups of no more than 4 and answer the
questions based on what they read. All students will complete the question sheet. If they are
uncertain about an answer students are instructed to answer the questions based on their best
idea.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology or a scribe.
After 15 minutes have the students share orally their answers.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Show the students the video by Oprah about forgiveness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rwcp_oEIwnU and ask the students:


“If you were a survivor of the genocide, could you forgive your attacker?”

Students will complete their exit card at the end of the lesson.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Drama‐ Work in a small group to develop a skit about an incident at school and how
students could resolve this issue through positive means.



Language: Develop an acrostic poem using the word forgiveness.
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APPENDIX 1
The Genocide

(http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/education/rwandagenocide.shtml)
On 6 April 1994, the deaths of the Presidents of Burundi and Rwanda in a plane
crash caused by a rocket attack, ignited several weeks of intense and systematic
massacres. The killings - as many as 1 million people, are estimated to have
perished - shocked the international community and were clearly acts of genocide.
An estimated 150,000 to 250,000 women were also raped. Members of the
presidential guard started killing Tutsi civilians in a section of Kigali near the
airport. Less than half an hour after the plane crash, roadblocks manned by Hutu
militiamen often assisted by gendarmerie (paramilitary police) or military personnel
were set up to identify Tutsis.
On 7 April, Radio Television Libres Des Mille Collines (RTLM) aired a broadcast
attributing the plane crash to the RPF and a contingent of UN soldiers, as well as
incitements to eliminate the "Tutsi cockroach". Later that day the Prime Minister,
Agathe Uwilingiyimana and 10 Belgian peacekeepers assigned to protect her were
brutally murdered by Rwandan government soldiers in an attack on her home.
Other moderate Hutu leaders were similarly assassinated. After the massacre of its
troops, Belgium withdrew the rest of its force. On 21 April, after other countries
asked to withdraw troops, the UNAMIR force reduced from an initial 2,165 to 270.
If the absence of a resolute commitment to reconciliation by some of the Rwandan
parties was one problem, the tragedy was compounded by the faltering response of
the international community. The capacity of the United Nations to reduce human
suffering in Rwanda was severely constrained by the unwillingness of Member
States to respond to the changed circumstances in Rwanda by strengthening
UNAMIR’s mandate and contributing additional troops.
On June 22, the Security Council authorized French-led forces to mount a
humanitarian mission. The mission, called Operation Turquoise, saved hundreds of
civilians in South West Rwanda, but is also said to have allowed soldiers, officials
and militiamen involved in the genocide to flee Rwanda through the areas under
their control. In other areas, killings continued until 4 July 1994 when the RPF took
military control of the entire territory of Rwanda.
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APPENDIX 2
What Happened in Rwanda
1) Why do you think the genocide happened?

2) What could have been done to stop it?

3) Why do you think the world did nothing?

Rubric:
Quality of
Answers

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

Level 1

Student has put
thought and
detail into
his/her answers
with descriptive
responses.

Student has put
thought into
his/her answers
by attempting to
answer the
questions with
detailed
responses.

Student has put
some thought
into his/her
answers. The
responses
attempt to
answer the
questions with
some details.

Student has put
little thought
into his/her
answers. The
responses do not
answer the
questions.
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APPENDIX 3
Exit Card

If you survived the Rwanda Genocide, could you forgive someone who was a
perpetrator of the genocide? Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Student Name:______________________________________________________
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Unit 7 Lesson 3
Rwanda: The World Response

Making a Difference
in the World

Lesson Overview

It’s easy to ignore tragedy when the events
take place on the other side of the world.
Students will get a chance to learn why it is
important to defend those who need our help,
even if they are far away.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 Living in Solidarity
LS1.3: Identify those individuals in society who
exercise legitimate authority, who work and
care for the good of all people and explain why
their role is important for the proper
functioning of the human community.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community, Participation, Solidarity, Rights
and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Grade 5 Living in Solidarity
LS1.3: List ways the Church exercises its
authority both locally and globally through
loving service which witnesses to Christ, i.e.
promoting the common good.

A Discerning Believer who:
CGE1j: Recognizes that “sin, human weakness,
conflict and forgiveness are part of the human
journey” and that the cross, the ultimate sign
of forgiveness is at the heart of redemption

Grade 6 Living in Solidarity
LS1.3: Identify the areas of “personal
responsibility” that students assume in their
lives and connect this to the vocation to
participate in family, school and parish.

A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7d: Promotes the sacredness of life

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The Ten Commandments are the backbone of our modern day laws; it is the promotion
of these common laws that have helped tie nations and people together around the
world. We must use the laws handed to us by God through Moses as a means of
following what Isaiah teaches us.
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Scripture Passages:
 Isaiah 1:17
 Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the
widow.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 that we must always be vigilant when the rights of human beings are being abused or
taken away. As Catholics we must ensure that no one’s human rights and life are taken
away.
 learn about the failure of the world to help Rwanda during the genocide. They will
recognize that we must be willing to help those who go into conflict situations and help
them deal with the terror they have lived through and adjust to life out of the conflict
zone.
 that it is important to defend the rights of those who cannot defend themselves and that
the Ten Commandments are laws to obey and not abuse.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Romeo Dallaire
‐ UNIFOR
‐ machete

Materials:
‐ Sticky notes ‐ 2 per student
‐ Chart paper with the titles DOING GOOD, JUSTICE
Resources:
‐ Rwanda genocide: Canadian soldiers struggle with
psychological legacy (See Appendix 1, pages 1‐4)
‐ For the Heroes: A Pep Talk from Kid President
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgF1Enrgo2g
‐ Exit Card (See Appendix 2)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

The teacher will lead the discussion by reading the scripture verse Isaiah 1:17.
Invite students to share what they believe these words from Isaiah mean.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Form groups of 4 students. Distribute the article from the CBC website (Appendix A) so that each
student in the group has one page to read.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology such as Kurzweil or read with a
partner.
Using each of their sticky notes, students will attempt to find an example of each of the titles
from the chart paper at the front of the class.
The teacher will direct discussion about what they learned from the article.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned



Students will view the Kid President video on heroes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgF1Enrgo2g



Students will complete an exit card (Appendix 2) about the acts of the people from the
article.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Social Studies: Students may wish to go online through Google Maps and explore Rwanda
through satellite links.



Drama: Students could perform a skit that allows the students to show everyday
scenarios that allow students to be heroes to someone else.
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Rwanda Genocide:
Canadian soldiers struggle with psychological legacy
20 years after massacre, Canadians who tried to protect Rwandans struggle with
horrific memories
By Sylvia Thomson, CBC News Posted: Apr 06, 2014 5:00 AM ET Last Updated: Apr 06, 2014 5:36 PM ET

Rows of human skulls and bones form a memorial to those who died in the redbrick church in
the village of Nyarubuye, the scene of one of many massacres during the 1994 Rwandan
genocide. Between 800,000 and 1 million were killed in Rwanda over a period of 100 days. (Ben
Curtis/The Associated Press)
It's been 20 years since the Rwandan genocide, but for the Canadian soldiers who were there as
part of a doomed UN peacekeeping mission, the sights, sounds and smells have not faded from
memory.
“There was an overpowering stench of death,” said Major Brent Beardsley, who served
alongside General Romeo Dallaire (both are now retired).
Rwanda was a country of seven million people in 1994, 85 per cent of them Hutu. Extremists
within the Hutu ethnic group had been inflaming cultural tensions for years, blaming the Tutsi
minority for economic and social problems.
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On April 6 the plane carrying President Juvenal Habyarimana (a Hutu) was shot down. His death
sparked a wave of horrific violence in which more than 800,000 people, mostly Tutsi civilians,
were massacred.
An estimated quarter of Rwandans continue to suffer the psychological effects of the genocide, a
legacy that is also felt far beyond the country’s borders.
For several of the 13 Canadians who were part of the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Rwanda, UNAMIR, in April 1994, the memories are intertwined with continuing symptoms of
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
In Beardsley’s case, he developed symptoms in 2000 while working at a military support training
centre, six years after returning home. It was triggered by the courses he was giving — the kind
of training he never got before going into Rwanda. The scenarios became a little too realistic to
bear.
He found he started having trouble concentrating, trouble sleeping and he became moody.
"Eventually one day I just got up and I couldn’t put my boots on,” he said. “I reached down to
put on my boots and I just couldn’t do it anymore."
His willingness to be treated and his religious faith helped him get back to work part-time six
months later. But it was years before he was able to return to work full time, and even then it was
with some restrictions.
Today, he recognizes his triggers — things such as strong body odour, bloody meat or big
crowds - and avoids them.
Captain Jean-Yves St-Denis of Calgary went to Rwanda in late April 1994, and despite warnings
of how bad the situation was going to be it still shocked him when he arrived and saw dead
bodies within 10 minutes of landing. He was diagnosed with PTSD in 1997 as a result of his
experiences, and the 54-year-old is still dealing with it today. (CBC)
His case and those of the other Canadian soldiers who were in Rwanda during the 100 days of
the genocide are perhaps not as well-known as the anguish and suicide attempts of their General,
Romeo Dallaire, after he returned to Canada
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In 1994, Dallaire warned UN headquarters about the ethnic trouble brewing in Rwanda. He
urged action. He pleaded for backup. But he found his small UN force abandoned by the world’s
superpowers, unable to stop the killings, unable to protect so many Rwandans -- though the force
did maintain some safe shelters.
Dallaire came back traumatized. He also set a model for talking openly about PTSD. His
generation of soldiers largely kept quiet about their symptoms, known before Rwanda as “shell
shock” or “battle fatigue.”
Dallaire was not available for an interview, but others who were with him describe the nightmare
they lived through.
“In Rwanda you never really knew who would come after you, which side,” said retired Captain
Jean-Yves St-Denis, 54, of Calgary. He specialized in logistics and supply chain management —
a particular challenge in Rwanda. He was diagnosed with PTSD in 1997.
“There was no line in the sand. I was always wondering, ‘who should I watch?’"
St-Denis lives with his PTSD to this day, and is especially conscious of it in new environments.
"I will sit somewhere where I have control of the room,” said St-Denis. “I check the exits.”
He went to Rwanda in late April and had an early idea of how bad the situation was going to be.
But the intensity took him by surprise when he arrived and saw dead bodies within 10 minutes of
landing at the airport.
“It was no longer on TV,” he said. “I felt disgust and fear. The smell of death is disgusting.”
'I honestly don’t know how I came back and wasn’t traumatized. I think I’ve seen the worse
things that could be seen.'- Retired Major Jean Guy Plante
That’s a smell that he can recall to this day, a smell that can make him physically sick.
By the time he left a year later, in April 1995, he says his experiences in Rwanda had changed
him. “I was a weird person. If you had known me before, I was lighthearted, jovial. After that it
rarely happened. I was intense, self-focused and I had nightmares.”
He likens the symptoms to a cold. When it comes on he takes medication, talks to his doctor and
tries to get over it.
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Not everyone can get over it, though.
Maj. Luc Racine, another Canadian serving with Dallaire, suffered from PTSD for years. He
killed himself, in Mali, in September 2008.
Dallaire spoke very highly of Racine before the Senate in 2009, saying he, “was one of the 12
reinforcements who came to me in 1994 and, within the span of 42 hours, had saved an
orphanage full of children … Maj. Racine subsequently took command of a small battalion of
unequipped Canadians and took over the humanitarian protection zone, which had within it 1.6
million internal refugees. He coordinated the humanitarian protection, support and, ultimately,
the transfer to the Rwandan government."
“Maj. Luc Racine is a veteran and he is one of my heroes,” Dallaire added.
Retired Maj. Jean Guy Plante, 71, of Saint Bruno, was the media spokesperson for the mission.
Somehow he managed to escape PTSD.
“I honestly don’t know how I came back and wasn’t traumatized,” said Plante. “I think I’ve seen
the worse things that could be seen.”
However, he also mentions some moments of great generosity and beauty, such as the day he
was out with media and he noticed an old woman who looked very hot and parched. He risked
getting out of his vehicle to take her some water. The woman accepted it, but then turned and
handed it to a younger woman who had a baby strapped to her back.
“I also saw some of the best acts of love that I have seen in my life,” said Plante.
Canadian soldiers who served under Dallaire in Rwanda will meet in Ottawa Monday to
mark the anniversary together. Jean-Yves St-Denis will be there.
“It means closure.” he said. “The passing of time and understanding where we have been and
catching up with each other. Remembering those who pass away, and telling them as a group
goodbye and they will be remembered.”
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Exit Card - What is a Hero?

Name:______________________________________

Based on the article you have read, how would you describe the soldiers who served in
Rwanda?

Describe something heroic to you.

How can you be a hero?
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Unit 7 Lesson 4
Rwanda and Reconciliation
Lesson Overview:
Rwanda experienced a genocide that killed
almost a million people, and they are learning
to forgive those who committed these crimes
through restorative justice measures. How can
we learn to forgive and move on when
someone wrongs us?

Making a Difference
in the World

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 Living a Moral Life
ML 3.1: Through an examination of a selection
of scripture passages, provide examples of how
God’s mercy is shown to sinners and how the
sinners respond
Grade 5 Living a Moral Life
ML 2.3: Describe the three sources of morality
outlined in the moral teachings of the Church
upon which the morality of a human act
depends

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Discerning Believer who:
CGE1i: integrates faith with life
A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7a: acts morally and legally as a person
formed in Catholic traditions

Grade 6 Living a Moral Life
ML 3.3: Explain using examples the
relationship between making good moral
choices, developing Christian virtues and
holiness.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
Pope Francis in April of 2015 called on the entire Catholic church to refashion itself as a place not
of judgment or condemnation but of pardon and merciful love.
http://ncronline.org/news/vatican/proclaiming‐jubilee‐francis‐envisions‐non‐judging‐non‐condemning‐church



Students will connect Pope Francis’ message to what we read in the Gospel of Matthew
about how we should forgive and not judge those who have wronged us, no matter how
hard it is.
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Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 6:14‐15:
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if
you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


see how Restorative Justice can be applied to serious conflict situations and watch as
survivors of the Rwanda genocide have learned to forgive those who were perpetrators
of the genocide in 1994.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Gacaca
‐ Restorative Justice

Materials:
‐ Sticky notes (3 per student)
Resources:
‐ The Gacaca Court in Rwanda (See Appendix 1)
Video: Gacaca in Rwanda
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F‐nHw‐WMEqI
‐ Restorative Justice Information Website http://www.csc‐
scc.gc.ca/restorative‐justice/index‐eng.shtml
‐ Exit Card (Appendix 2)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Students will begin by watching the video clip of a Gacaca court in Rwanda.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F‐nHw‐WMEqI
The teacher will lead a discussion with the students about their impressions of the accused man.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

The teacher will refer to the Restorative Justice link from Corrections Canada and guide the
students through the expectations of what Restorative Justice means and how it is being used to
meet the needs of people who have caused harm and those who have been harmed to find
meaningful justice.
Distribute reading assignment (Appendix 1) to students and allow them to read the short
description of a Gacaca court.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology such as Kurzweil or read with a
partner.
The teacher will then use the “Gacaca Court in Rwanda” article to lead a discussion about
restorative justice, and how they would lead a restorative justice session.
Students will be given 3 sticky notes each and asked to devise three questions that they would
ask during a restorative justice session.
Students will post their restorative justice questions at the front of the class, taking time to look
at the questions others have written.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may collaborate with a partner or scribe to complete the
writing portion of this assignment.
Teacher will take time to read a few questions and discuss as needed.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Teacher will lead a whole group discussion by asking, “Do you think restorative justice is the
appropriate resolution to serious crimes?”


Students will complete an exit card (Appendix B).

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Drama: Students may wish to devise a skit where members of their group would have a
conflict situation, and with their wheel of justice, to help to resolve this conflict
situation through discussion using the question prompts.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

3

Unit 7, Lesson 4

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 1
The Gacaca Court In Rwanda
(taken from Wikipedia)

The Gacaca court is a system of community justice inspired by Rwandan tradition where
gacaca can be loosely translated to "justice in the grass". This traditional, communal justice was
adapted in 2001 to fit the needs of Rwanda in the wake of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide (also
known as "Hutu vs Tutsi") wherein an estimated 800,000 people were massacred. After the
genocide, the new Rwandan Patriotic Front's government struggled to pursue justice on such a
massive scale, and therein to develop just means for the humane detention and prosecution of the
more than 100,000 people accused of genocide, war crimes, and related crimes against
humanity.[1] By 2000, approximately 130,000 alleged genocide perpetrators populated Rwanda's
prisons (Reyntjens & Vandeginste 2005, 110). Using the justice system Rwanda had in place, the
trial of such massive numbers of alleged perpetrators would take well over 100 years during
which Rwanda's economy would crumble as a massive amount of their population awaited trial
in prison. For this reason they chose to adapt and create a large-scale justice system, which
would work alongside the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, in order to heal as a
people and to thrive as a country.
In response, Rwanda implemented the Gacaca court system, which necessarily evolved to fit the
scenario from its prior form of traditional cultural communal law enforcement procedures. The
Gacaca courts are a method of transitional justice and are designed to promote communal healing
and rebuilding in the wake of the Rwandan Genocide. Rwanda has especially focused on
community rebuilding placing justice in the hands of trusted citizens.
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APPENDIX 2

Name:_______________________

Do you think restorative justice is the appropriate resolution to serious crimes?
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Unit 7 Lesson 5
The Face of Need
Lesson Overview

Making a Difference
in the World

Based on the quote from Deuteronomy,
students will explore the meaning of need and
will learn that anyone can have an impact on
another person’s life.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 Living in Solidarity
LS 2.2: Articulate the three essential elements
which promote the common good and make
connections through examples of how these
improve the conditions of human life.
Grade 5 Living in Solidarity
LS 2.2: Define the meaning of the virtue of
solidarity with respect to material and spiritual
goods and link solidarity to the Church’s social
justice teaching on the preferential love of the
poor and vulnerable

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community, Solidarity
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7a: acts morally and legally as a person
formed in Catholic traditions.
A Discerning Believer who:
CGE1i: integrates faith with life.

Grade 6 Living in Solidarity
LS 2.2: Explain the distinction between human
differences that belong to God’s plan and
“sinful inequalities” which are a contradiction
to the Gospel, and then link this to the work of
organizations that help to alleviate injustice in
the local and global community.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 In Pope Benedict XVI’s 2009 World Day of Peace message, he said that the best way to
achieve peace in the world was to fight poverty. Students will have a chance to use Pope
Benedict’s message as a starting point to understanding that poverty is an issue that
should not be ignored.
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Scripture Passages:
 Deuteronomy 15:7‐8
If in any of the towns in the land that the Lord your God is giving you there is a fellow‐
Israelite in need, then do not be selfish and refuse to help him. Instead, be generous and
lend him as much as he needs.

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Understand what poverty means.
 Identify some causes of poverty.
 Develop an idea of what they can do to help end poverty in today’s world.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Poverty
‐ Donation
‐ Charity
‐ Solidarity

Materials:
Resources:
‐ Pope Benedict’s message for World Day of Peace 2009
http://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict‐
xvi/en/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben‐
xvi_mes_20081208_xlii‐world‐day‐peace.html

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Students will be reminded that January 1st is celebrated by the Catholic Church as The World Day
of Peace, and that on this day the Pope delivers a homily about peace. In 2009, Pope Benedict
said “to fight poverty is to build peace.”
Invite students to consider this statement using a Think‐Pair‐Share strategy.
The teacher will ask the students to think about what Global Solidarity might mean. Teacher will
then read aloud Sections 8, 9, and 10 of the 2009 World Day of Peace message. Ask students to
share their understanding of Global Solidarity.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Students will form groups of 4 to answer the following questions together:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What are examples of Global Solidarity?
What are examples of Community Solidarity?
How might our actions affect those living in poverty?
How can we as a class promote solidarity in the school?

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned




Students will come back together as a whole group and share their answers to the
questions.
Each student will be challenged to do one small good deed for another person for this
day.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Visual Arts: Students are encouraged to create a poster that would illustrate the positive
affect of a good deed.
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Unit 7 Lesson 6
Poverty in Canada

Making a Difference
in the World

Lesson Overview

Students will get an idea of what poverty
means.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 Living in Solidarity
LS 2.2: Articulate the three essential elements
which promote the common good and make
connections through examples of how these
improve the conditions of human life.
Grade 5 Living in Solidarity
LS 2.2: Define the meaning of the virtue of
solidarity with respect to material and spiritual
goods and link solidarity to the Church’s social
justice teaching on the preferential love of the
poor and vulnerable

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community, Solidarity
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7d: promotes the sacredness of life.
An Effective Communicator
CGE2b: reads, understands and uses written
materials effectively.

Grade 6 Living in Solidarity
LS 2.2: Explain the distinction between human
differences that belong to God’s plan and
“sinful inequalities” which are a contradiction
to the Gospel, and then link this to the work of
organizations that help to alleviate injustice in
the local and global community.

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 How can we be protectors of those in need?


What can we do to ensure that those in need are being treated justly, and receiving the
care they are desperate for?
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Scripture Passages:
 Psalm 12:5
“Because the poor are despoiled, because the needy groan, I will now rise up,” says
the Lord; “I will place them in the safety for which they long.”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Explain what poverty is and what poverty means in Canada
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ Poverty

Materials:
Resources:
‐ What We Don’t Know About Poverty worksheet
(See appendix 1)
‐ What We Don’t Know About Poverty
http://www.cbc.ca/strombo/news/10‐things‐you‐might‐not‐know‐
about‐poverty‐in‐canada

‐ Exit Card: What is Poverty? How Do We End It?
(See appendix 2)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

Students will be asked to agree or disagree with the following statements:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Hardly anyone in Canada is poor!
It’s easy to get out of poverty!
Only people in Africa are poor!
Adults are poor, not kids!
If you have cable TV you can’t be poor!

Students will turn and share their thoughts and answers to these questions with some peers.
The teacher will then lead the discussion asking students for their answers to these questions.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Students will complete the assignment sheet (Appendix 1) to reflect on some things they do
not know about poverty in Canada.
Responses should be based on their own thoughts and opinions. Students may choose to work
with a partner if they wish.
*Differentiated instruction: Students may use assistive technology or a scribe.
When students have completed their responses, teacher can share information, orally or by
projection, from the article What We Don’t Know About Poverty.
http://www.cbc.ca/strombo/news/10‐things‐you‐might‐not‐know‐about‐poverty‐in‐canada.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Students will complete an exit card (Appendix 2) at the end of the lesson.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Visual Arts: Students may create posters that illustrate poverty in Canada, and how we
can end it through sustainable efforts.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

3

Unit 7, Lesson 6

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades

APPENDIX 1
What We Don’t Know About Poverty in Canada
Student Name: __________________________
Instructions:
Choose one of the following statements below and explain what you think it
means in regards to poverty in Canada.

1)
2)
3)
4)

Poverty is hard to measure
Poverty varies widely between different groups
Many don't have enough to eat
Homelessness is widespread

My Chosen Statement: _____________________________________________
What I think it means:

Quality of
Answer

Level 4

Level 2

Level 3

Level 1

Student has
provided an
answer with
detailed
description that
explains their
thinking clearly.

Student has
provided an
answer with
some details that
explain their
thinking.

Student has
provided an
answer with
details that
explain their
thinking with
some degree of
detail.

Student has
provided an
answer with
limited details
that explain their
thinking.
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APPENDIX 2
Exit Card:

Student Name:____________________________________
What Is Poverty?

How Would You End Poverty?
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Unit 7 Lesson 7
Child Labour Around the World
Lesson Overview

Making a Difference
in the World

Children around the world are being exploited
and working in dangerous conditions. This
lesson will try to illuminate some of these
conditions to the students.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 ‐ BL 3.2: Describe the many ways that
the Catholic and Christian Churches work to
respond to the gift of unity Christ gave to the
Church and to promote unity as a reality in the
face of signs of disunity
Grade 5 ‐ LS 2: Fundamental love for the poor
and vulnerable
Grade 5 ‐ BL3.1: Examine the Parable of the
Rich Young Man to identify what it means to
strive for a life of holiness (God is the source of
holiness; to strive for holiness we are to obey
the commandments, follow Jesus Christ and
live a life of justice and charity toward God and
neighbour.

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community, Participation, Solidarity, Rights
and Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Self Directed Life Long Learner who:
CGE4c: takes initiative and demonstrates
Christian leadership
A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7a: acts morally and legally as a person
formed in Catholic tradition
A Discerning Believer who:
CGE1i: integrates faith with life

Grade 6 Celebrating
CL 3.1: Make connections between the
Church’s Liturgy of the Word (i.e. Gospel)
celebrated during Lent and Easter and the
themes of reconciliation and salvation

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Students will use the parable of the Good Samaritan as a starting point to think about
how we can do good things for people in need. Students should make a connection
between the parable and the conditions that children their age face to survive in many
countries.
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Scripture Passages:
 Luke 10:25‐37 ‐ The Parable of the Good Samaritan

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 understand and be able to identify the conditions that child labourers face around the
world.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ 3D (Dangerous, Dirty,
Degrading)
‐ Labour

Materials:
Resources:
‐ Video: World Vision Child Labour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcI4l3arrHI
‐ No Child For Sale information sheet (See Appendix 1)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

The teacher will read the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25‐37) to the class. Invite
students to identify situations in which they may have been a Good Samaritan.
Students will then watch the World Vision Child Labour video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcI4l3arrHI.
After the video, the teacher will start the conversation by asking:
1. “How is Pharady’s life different from yours?”
2. “How is Pharady like the man left of on the road in the parable?”
3. “What does Pharady need from a good Samaritan?”
The teacher will moderate a full class discussion in which students compare their life to what is
happening in the video, and relate it to the parable of the good Samaritan.

EOCCC – Though Many, We Are One

2

Unit 7, Lesson 7

Though Many, We Are One ‐ Religious Education for Combined Junior Grades
ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Distribute or project the information sheet No Child For Sale. (Appendix 1)
Students will read through the handout in groups of four and describe what 3 D means in
reference to child labour.
Students will be expected to answer the follow questions either independently or within a group:
1) Where is the highest amount of child poverty in the world?
2) What is the worst form of child labour?
3) What is the root cause of child labour?
4) What are Canadians willing to do to end child labour?

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Invite students to share what they found the most surprising from the article, and any new
learning.
 Ask how we as a class, could help to raise awareness about child labour.


If possible, follow through on student suggestions.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


Visual Arts: Students could make posters, with both images and text, to raise awareness
for child labour, and promote ideas on how to end child labour.
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Unit 7 Lesson 8
Child Labour in Bangladesh

Making a Difference
in the World

Lesson Overview

Students will learn about the child labour
conditions in Bangladesh.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4 Believing
BL 3.2: Describe the many ways that the
Catholic and Christian Churches work to
respond to the gift of unity Christ gave to the
Church and to promote unity as a reality in the
face of signs of disunity

The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Solidarity, Rights and Responsibilities,
Community
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:

Grade 5 Living in Solidarity
LS 2: Fundamental love for the poor and
vulnerable

A Self Directed Life‐Long Learner who:
CGE4c: takes initiative and demonstrates
Christian leadership

Grade 6 Celebrating
CL 3.1: Make connections between the
Church’s Liturgy of the Word (i.e. Gospel)
celebrated during Lent and Easter and the
themes of reconciliation and salvation

A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7a: acts morally and legally as a person
formed in Catholic tradition
A Discerning Believer who:
CGE1i: integrates faith with life

GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 The students will understand the conditions faced by children in Bangladesh, and
empathize with the plight of children forced into labour.
Scripture Passage:
 Proverbs 22:6
Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.
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LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:


develop an understanding of the reasons why child labour is so prevalent in some parts
of the world.

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:
‐ UNICEF
‐ Urbanisation
‐ slums

Materials:
Resources:
‐ Pages 1 and 2 of the UNICEF report Child Poverty and
Disparities in Bangladesh, found at:
http://www.unicef.org/sitan/files/Bangladesh_Child_Povert
y_Study_2009.pdf
‐ Child Labour Worksheet (See Appendix 1)
‐ Exit Card (See Appendix 2)

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

The teacher will lead a discussion with the students using the following questions:
1. “What is one thing you could do without?”
2. “What is one thing you couldn’t do without?”
3. “What would happen at home if your mom or dad lost their job?”
4. “How do you help out at home?”
Students will have the chance to discuss their responses orally with the class, and this should set
the students up to connect with the subject matter of the article.
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

The teacher will make photocopies of pages one and two of the UNICEF report Child Poverty and
Disparities in Bangladesh
http://www.unicef.org/sitan/files/Bangladesh_Child_Poverty_Study_2009.pdf
The teacher will explain to the students that they are going to read an article about Child Labour
in Bangladesh. The teacher will read over the questions that each student will need to answer as
they read the article, making sure that they understand the expectations of the questions.
Distribute one copy of Appendix 1 to each group of four students.
*Differentiated instruction: Teacher may strategically group students based on needs. Students
may use Kurzweil or other assistive technology to complete written task.
In groups, students will discuss and collaborate to complete the assignment sheet.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Students will share their responses with the rest of the class, discussing how they see the life of a
child labourer in Bangladesh.


By completing an exit card (Appendix 2), students can share further thoughts about child
labour.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:


As a class, in discussion with the teacher, students could try to give something up in the
class as a way of building empathy with children who are not as fortunate as the class. An
example of this might be spending a day of school without a chair to sit on in the class.
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APPENDIX 1
Child Labour in Bangladesh
Name:_______________________

1) How many children between the ages 5‐17 are working?

2) Why do employers prefer to employ children?

3) In the slums, how many children are child labourers?

4) What is the criteria for hazardous work?
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APPENDIX 2
Exit Card
What did you originally think child labourer meant?

After reading this article, what is the most important thing you have learned
about child labour?
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Unit 7 lesson 9
Go Make a Difference!
Lesson Overview

Making a Difference
in the World

Students will be reminded of the many topics
they studied. They will listen to the song Go
Make a Difference and illustrate chosen lines
from the song with images based on their
learning in previous lessons.

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS &
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
Religious Education:
Grade 4: Living a Moral Life
ML1.1: Demonstrate an understanding of the
importance of the Ten Commandments (i.e.
Decalogue, Old Law) for living the Christian
moral life.
Grade 5: Living a Moral Life
ML1.: Demonstrate an understanding how the
New Law (i.e. Law of the Gospel, Jesus Christ,
work of the Holy Spirit) expressed in the
teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
and “The New Commandment” leads to the
perfection of the Ten Commandments.
Grade 6: Living a Moral Life
ML1.: Demonstrate an understanding of how
the Natural Moral Law is the foundation for the
Decalogue (i.e. Ten Commandments) and that
they express the norms of reason for judging
human morality and the building of the human
community.
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The Catholic Social Teachings evident in this
lesson include:
Community, Solidarity, and Rights and
Responsibilities
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations evident in this lesson include:
A Caring Family Member who:
CGE6e: Ministers to the family, school, parish,
and wider community through service
A Responsible Citizen who:
CGE7e: Witnesses Catholic social teaching by
promoting equality, democracy, and solidarity
for a just, peaceful and compassionate society
CGE7f: Respects and affirms the diversity and
interdependence of the world’s people and
cultures
CGE7j: Contributes to the common good
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GUIDING QUESTIONS (coming out of the Big Idea)
Big Idea:
 Students will be able to demonstrate what they have learned by creating images based
on what they have studied and matching them up to student chosen lyrics from the song
Go Make a Difference:
o How does scripture call us to make a difference in the world?
o How can young people make a difference in the world?
Scripture Passages:
 Matthew 5:16
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

LEARNING GOALS
At the end of this lesson, students will know, understand and/or be able to:
 Demonstrate knowledge learned from this unit through Visual Arts.
Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co‐constructed as a class in language
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of
student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to
curriculum expectations.

INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT
Terminology:

Materials:
 Go Make a Difference song lyrics (See Appendix 1)
 One blank piece of paper per student
 Drawing materials
Resources:
 Go Make a Difference video with lyrics (robert28r)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2vYFN1YNIk

MINDS ON
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning

The teacher will initiate a discussion with the students about what they have studied and ask if
there was anything surprising or something that stood out to them throughout the unit.
View the video Go Make a Difference. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2vYFN1YNIk
(Students will have heard this song in the prayer service in lesson 1 of this unit.)
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ACTION
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided  independent)

Now that the students have been reminded about what they have studied and listened to the
song, distribute or project a copy of the song lyrics. (See Appendix 1)
Each student will be given a blank piece of white paper and instructed to fold it into four equal
parts. Open it again to see four sections on the page.
In each section, the students will choose one line from the song and illustrate it based on what
they have learned in this unit. The chosen lyric will also be written in the corresponding section.

CONSOLIDATION
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned

Once the students have completed the assignment, the teacher will organize a gallery walk,
where all students will get a chance to examine their peers’ work, and comment on it through a
whole class discussion.

CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
Further extensions to this lesson might include:
 View the video again, asking students to record some of the scripture references they
see.
 Each student can select one of those scripture passages and create a poster illustrating it
as it relates to all they have learned in this unit.
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APPENDIX 1
Go Make a Difference
By Steve Angrisano

Refrain:
Go make a diff’rence.
We can make a diff’rence.
Go make a diff’rence in the world.
Go make a diff’rence.
We can make a diff’rence.
Go make a diff’rence in the world.
1. We are the salt of the earth,
called to let the people see
the love of God in you and me.
We are the light of the world,
not to be hidden but be seen.
Go make a diff’rence in the world.

Refrain

2. We are the hands of Christ
reaching out to those in need,
the face of God for all to see.
We are the spirit of hope;
we are the voice of peace.
Go make a diff’rence in the world.

Refrain

3. So let your love shine on,
let it shine for all to see.
Go make a diff’rence in the world.
And the spirit of Christ
will be with us as we go.
Go make a diff’rence in the world.

Refrain

Coda: Go make a diff’rence in the world. Go make a diff’rence … In the world.

Text: Based on Matthew 5:13–16. Text and music © 1997, Steve Angrisano and Thomas N. Tomaszek. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.
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