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INTRODUCTION
“You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be known and read
by all; and you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us,
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”
2 Cor 3:2-3
Writing provides students with powerful opportunities to learn about themselves
and their connections to the world. Through writing, students organize their
thoughts, remember important information, solve problems, reflect on a widening
range of perspectives, and learn how to communicate effectively for specific
purposes and audiences. Writing also helps students to better understand their
own thoughts and feelings and the events in their lives.

Affirming Catholic Themes Through Mentor Texts to Enrich Student Writing was
developed to assist teachers with teaching the traits of writing while making
connections to Catholic themes. This project has its genesis in requests from
classroom teachers for meaningful mentor texts which would allow for higherorder thinking and rich writing opportunities.
Although these lessons are organized according to the traits of writing and may be
taught in isolation for a particular purpose, we would like to remind teachers of the
importance of quickly integrating these mini-lessons back into the literacy block.
The traits of writing, the writing process, and the genres/forms/formats of
writing are interconnected components of effective writing programs. This
primary writing project has also placed a greater emphasis on connecting these
lessons to the purposes for writing.
These anchor lessons are not exhaustive in nature, but rather, are meant to
provide teachers with samples showcasing how our Catholic values can be embedded
in our daily teaching. The hope is that teachers would continue to build on these
samples in order to develop more powerful writing programs.
Yours in Catholic Education,
Christine, Mary, Paula, Tammy, and Tina
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Sample Introductory Anchor Lesson #1
Rationale:
It is important to introduce/review all of the traits early in the year with the students prior to beginning
focused units of study on the individual traits. The goal is to show children how all of these traits are
interconnected and work together to create powerful pieces of writing. Students do not need to wait for
the focused lessons before using these traits in their daily writing.
The following Sample Introductory Anchor Lessons provide examples showcasing how we can introduce all
of the traits to the students early in the year. Teachers may decide to do one or several.
Lesson #1

Time Frame: 4 days, 20 minutes each
Material
 markers
 This Is The House That Jack Built, Simms Taback
Before the Lesson (1 day):
 Begin by reading aloud the story “This is the House that Jack Built”. Observe with the students how
the story grows from the beginning to the end.
 Introduce the house visual which shows how to “build” our writing with each trait.
During the Lesson (3 days):
 This is an introductory lesson for Grades one and two. Students become familiar with the vocabulary
associated with good writing. As you study, in depth, each of the traits, you can create simple anchor
charts to support their understanding.
 Create an “I Like” class book. Begin by making a chart of things the students like (ideas). Each child
then writes a basic “I like” sentence (voice) which continues to grow over the next few days by adding
adjectives, adverbs, phrases, and punctuation (word choice, sentence fluency, organization, conventions)
to the original kernel sentence.
After the Lesson:
 As their writing progresses, you can add more information to this anchor chart and others that you
have created.
 Share the class book with a group of kindergarten children.
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Sample Introductory Anchor Lesson #2
Lesson #2
Time Frame: 3 days, 30 minutes each
Material:


chart paper and markers

Before the Lesson (1day):


Begin by introducing the six visuals/pictures associated
with each trait of writing (e.g., light bulb, megaphone,
puzzle pieces).



Show students one visual of a trait at a time, such as the
light bulb. Ask them what each of the pictures reminds
them of and record their thoughts on overhead or chart
paper.

During the Lesson (1day):



This is an introductory lesson for Grades one and two. Students become familiar with the vocabulary
associated with good writing. As you study, in depth, each of the traits, you can create simple anchor
charts to support their understanding.

After the Lesson:


As their writing progresses, you can add more information to these anchor charts.
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Sample Introductory Anchor Lesson #3
Grade three teachers may want to create more detailed charts. We have
included one of the sample anchor lessons and anchor charts from the junior
traits project for easy access.
Lesson #2
Time Frame: 3 days, 30 minutes each
Material: chart paper and markers
Before the Lesson:
 Discuss with students and define the word "trait." Ensure they
comprehend that all good authors use 6 traits in every piece of writing.
 Name the 6 vocabulary words by playing a word game (e.g., I am a word
that would include supporting details. I begin my writing with at least one
of these…).
During the Lesson:
 Review the vocabulary words associated with the 6 traits.
(I, O, V, WC, SF, C)
 Brainstorm and record the main characteristics associated with each trait.
(e.g., I= 1 main idea, supporting details, O= beginning, middle, end)
 Create an anchor chart together highlighting the characteristics of ideas.
This will serve as a model.
 Using chart paper, in small groups, students brainstorm creative ways to
present an anchor chart which clearly outlines the characteristics of the
trait assigned to them. Each group designs an anchor chart to be displayed
in the classroom. A total of 6 anchor charts will be viewed for easy recall
of the characteristics of each trait.
After the Lesson: Add additional findings to the anchor charts as students
discover other important attributes throughout the year. These should be
living anchor charts and reflect your class’ current thinking.
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Sample Anchor Charts
Here are some sample anchor charts from the junior project.

Anchor charts are created collaboratively with the students. Teachers and students are
encouraged to refer and add to them regularly.
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Grade 1 ~ Ideas Anchor Lesson
Community & Common Good

Every person is created in the image and likeness of God, who is Father,
Son and Holy Spirit: the perfect community. To be fully human, then, we
must learn to live in community with others and seek what is called the
common good. The common good can be defined as the sum total of social

conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals to reach
their fulfillment more fully and more easily. (Curriculum Support for

Catholic Schools, EOCCC)

Using familiar Mother Goose rhymes the topic of good manners is
introduced. Imagine if Jack Sprat and his wife had better manners –
would they have licked the platter clean? The illustrations add to the
humourous situations.

TARGET TRAIT: Ideas
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Voice, Organization
PURPOSE: This writing lesson will evoke emotions amongst students as they generate a list of
problem-solving techniques used on a daily basis. The lesson will teach students to self-reflect on
personal experiences, sharpen details, develop original and unique ideas, and how to let a theme drive
idea development.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 1, students will:
1.2 generate ideas about a potential topic, using a variety of strategies and resources
1.3 gather information to support ideas for writing in a variety of ways and/or from a variety of
sources
1.4 sort ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways, with support and direction
1.5 identify and order main ideas and supporting details, initially with support and direction, using
simple graphic organizers and simple organizational patterns
1.6 determine, after consultation with the teacher and peers, whether the ideas and information they
have gathered are suitable for the purpose
3.6 proofread and correct their writing using a simple checklist or a few guiding questions posted by
the teacher for reference
TIME FRAME
 3 days, 35 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Mother Goose Manners, Harriet Ziefert ISBN: 978-1-934706-02-2
 Chart paper, Smartboard, visual aids
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Grade 1 ~ Ideas Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Read aloud Mother Goose Manners.
 Discuss with the students manners found in the story.
 Model on chart paper or smartboard the use of a graphic organizer to generate a list of
manners taught in the story. (e.g., problem-solving chart).
 Have students create their own problem-solving chart, listing the manners taught in the story.
Encourage children to use new words discussed.
 Reflecting on Personal Experience- tell students your personal experiences are what make you
unique, and they are where you should do your best reflection when developing writing ideas.
 Using the graphic organizer, model for students how they can separate their ideas into 2
categories - problems and solutions.
DURING THE LESSON (2 days):
 List details used in the story that expressed the main idea.
 Students use a web to brainstorm a list of good manners on their own. Ask students to make
sure their ideas include lots of detail.
 Sharpening Details: Show a visual image of a vanilla cone and then a banana split. Say, vanilla
ice cream is delicious, but a gooey, sticky banana split smothered under whipped cream is
pretty great.
 Students then review their original problem-solving chart list to put together 3 problem and
solution sentences including details to support their ideas.
 Ask students if they have a banana split. Allow them time to revise their work.
 Discuss what a theme is.
 After enjoying Mother Goose Manners, students will work in small groups to generate possible
themes that the book is trying to teach its readers. Themes will be shared whole-group, and a
class list of the best themes will be posted for all to choose from.
 Assign a leader, have students put their ideas on sticky notes.
 Come together as a class to record their ideas on chart paper or the Smartboard.
 Tell students that every Superhero has UNIQUE powers, right? Discuss some and ask, “what
makes them unique?”
 Students are then challenged to create a completely original story using 3 ideas to support
their decision that teaches one of the class’ chosen themes.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Link – Social Studies: Grade 1 Relationships Rules and Responsibilities
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition
(self and peer). See checklist provided.
Sample prompts:

“You have included a few details which are not connected to your topic. Let’s re-read your
paragraph together to see which ones should stay and which ones could be taken out.”
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Grade 1 ~ Organization Anchor Lesson

Stewardship
The concept of an ordered universe and a common heritage both
point to the necessity of developing in the heart of every individual
and in the activities of every society a true sense of stewardship
and of solidarity. It is the obligation of a responsible steward to be
one who cares for the goods entrusted to him and not one who
plunders, to be one who conserves and enhances and not one who
destroys and dissipates...Responsible stewardship demands a
consideration for the common good. (Responsible Stewardship:
Ecology as a Moral Task, Archbishop Renato Martino. Judith Dwyer,
ed. 3. Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)
The illustrations in this book raise it beyond being merely an alphabet book. The rich pictures allow
children to reflect on the natural world. This book presents opportunities for rich discussion about
animals, nature and our call to be stewards of God’s beautiful creation.
TARGET TRAIT: Organization
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Ideas, Word Choice
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to explore the use of questions
to elicit rich details to support a main idea in an organized format.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 1, students will:
1.2 generate ideas about a potential topic and identify those most appropriate for the purpose
1.3 gather information to support ideas for writing, using a variety of strategies and a range of print
and electronic resources
1.5 identify and order main ideas and supporting details and group them into units that could be used
to develop several linked paragraphs, using a variety of strategies
4.1 identify some strategies they found helpful before, during, and after writing
TIME FRAME:
 4 days, 40 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 The Wildlife ABC, Jan Thornhill ISBN: 1-895688-13-2
 Chart paper/Smartboard
 Writer’s notebook
 Alphabet music CD
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Grade 1 ~ Organization Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 On chart paper, use a shared writing approach to review with students techniques for
prewriting strategies (e.g., quick sketch, word web, pair/share, read a short passage).
DURING THE LESSON (3 day):
 Read aloud The Wildlife ABC.
 Ask students, what other animals or wildlife might you have included in this book? Under which
letter would you find it? First, have them draw one rough sketch of an animal of choice. Using
the hamburger graphic organizer, have students describe the picture in sentences with detail.
Model on chart paper/Smartboard an introduction and a conclusion about an animal, and your
students will have an organized story.
 For kinesthetic learners play alphabet music for the students. Allow the students to act out
the movements for the animal that begins with each letter name with the song. Teacher takes a
picture walk of the story while students are acting for reference.
 As a shared writing opportunity ask the students to tell you the name of an animal that begins
with the letter A, then the letter B, next the letter C and so on. For visual learners, ask the
students to provide names of the different animals, fill in the blank areas on the chart paper.
For example: A is for alligator. Discuss with students the organization found in this writing.
Ask, “why could we not put B is for alligator?” Continue this activity until all the blanks on the
chart paper are completed. Students will have the opportunity to produce their own organized
piece of writing. Create a variation of this activity, by asking the students to tell you a feature
of each animal. Display the following example on chart paper/ Smartboard: An elephant has a
trunk. A goat has horns. A dog has a tail.
 At the end of the week, allow students to demonstrate their knowledge by creating a classroom
animal alphabet book. Assign a letter to each student or more depending on the number of
students in the class. On chart paper write: A(An) __________ has __________.
AFTER THE LESSON/INTEGRATION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Science- living and non-living organisms: investigate the needs and characteristics of plants and
animals. Create a care plan for one of the animals in featured text.
 Technology- have students create their alphabet stories on Kidpix
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition
(self and peer).
*Use a rubric or checklist to evaluate student’s hamburger models. Make sure students include
a beginning (bun), middle (toppings), and closing (bun).
*Review each student’s page of the classroom animal alphabet book. Check for correct letter
formation and picture correspondence. Use the write traits checklist for organization.
Sample prompts:

"What strategy helped you organize your ideas?" "How did you know what words were
missing?" "What helped you know what to do when you finished your first draft?"
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Grade 1 ~ Voice Anchor Lesson
Stewardship
God's creation is a sacred, gift entrusted to our care. This value has deep
biblical roots in both the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. Those "who
practice stewardship recognize God as the origin of life, the giver of
freedom and the source of all they have and are and will be. They know
themselves to be recipients and caretakers of God's many gifts. They are
grateful for what they have received and eager to cultivate their gifts out
of love for God and one another." (Curriculum Support for Catholic School,
EOCCC)
Pigeon really, really, really wants a puppy. He promises to play with the
puppy and to water it once a month. Has Pigeon carefully thought about all that is required of the owner of
a puppy? Does his desire to own a puppy, match his ability to care for the animal? In a hilarious, over the
top, piece of persuasion Pigeon does his best to try to convince the reader that he can care for a puppy.

TARGET TRAIT: Voice
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Organization, Conventions
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with the opportunity to challenge their concept of
the value of truth while incorporating interesting details to hold the reader’s attention. The main
topics to be taught in voice include writing from different perspectives, conveying emotion with word,
and persuading the audience.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 1, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, audience, and form for writing, initially with support and direction
1.2 generate ideas about a potential topic and identify those most appropriate for the purpose
1.3 gather information to support ideas for writing, using a variety of strategies and a range of print
and electronic resources
1.4 sort and classify ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways that allow them to
view information from different perspectives and make connections between ideas
2.2 begin to establish a personal voice in their writing by using pictures and words that convey their
attitude or feeling towards the subject or audience
2.5 identify their point of view and other possible points of view on the topic
TIME FRAME:
 3 days, 40 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 The Pigeon Wants a Puppy!, Mo Willems ISBN: 0-689-85395-5
 Chart paper
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Grade 1 ~ Voice Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (2 days):
 Read aloud The Pigeon Wants a Puppy! Have students close their eyes and visualize what
emotions the pigeon is feeling.
 Ask students to think/pair/share and decide which of the 6 traits (other than
conventions) this book excels with.
 Discuss with the students the emotions felt by the pigeon throughout the story The Pigeon
Wants a Puppy! Take a picture walk through the story looking for examples.
 Model on chart paper or Smartboard the use of a graphic organizer to generate emotions felt
by the pigeon through looking at the illustrations of the pigeon’s face on each page. Model a list
of different feeling words on the chart/Smartboard and discuss their meaning (e.g., web,
feelings chart).
 Have students create their own feelings chart, listing the emotions the pigeon felt. Encourage
children to use new feeling words discussed. (Provide template)
 Using the graphic organizer, model for students how they can separate persuasive reasons into
2 categories (facts and opinions) of persuasive techniques in order to write cohesive sentences.
Remind students of times they begged for something. What kind of language did they use?
What were their reasons for begging? What did they hope to get in the end? Here's your
chance to practice smart persuasion. When writing about the topic of your choice, use a catchy
introduction sentence. (Read the catchy introduction sentence in the Pigeon Wants a Puppy!)
Then, use smart-sounding reasons with a smart-sounding voice; try to use FACTS as well as
FEELINGS when coming up with your reasons. Choose your words carefully! Use the hamburger
model as a guideline for their thinking. Once students have shared their reasons, other group
members write down 3 questions that they have on a sticky note that could help create more
interesting detail.
DURING THE LESSON (1 day):
 Tell students that today they’re going to write from another's point-of-view. On chart paper,
use a shared writing approach. Review the story & create a web to visualize what would happen
if a puppy wanted a pigeon. Ask how would the story differ? Would the story end the same?
 In their writer’s notebook, students make a list of possible perspectives that they may choose
to write about at a later date. They can place the sticky note on that page for future
reference. Encourage students to add emotion to their writing.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Science - Investigate and compare the basic needs of humans and other living things. Discuss
the needs of different breeds of dogs with regards to food, space, exercise, etc.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition
(self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“Remember to use words that will help the reader understand how much this topic means to you
and why.”
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Grade 1 ~ Word Choice Anchor Lesson

Wonder & Awe

Catholic Schools, EOCCC)

Wonder may be understood as a response of a person who beholds
some mystery or gains some new or deeper insight into the nature of a
"natural" or seemingly "supernatural" reality. It may be a feeling of
surprise, astonishment, amazement or admiration. It also may be born
of a new or deeper insight related to a seemingly ordinary or everyday
occurrence, but which is now appreciated in a new way.
Awe may be understood as a person's mixed feeling of reverence, fear
and wonder in the face of something majestic, sublime, or sacred. The
effect of awe may be temporarily immobilizing and often elicits a
display of homage, worship and/or deference. (Curriculum Support for

A Seed Is Sleepy is a beautifully illustrated book that explores some of the different types of seeds
that exist. The descriptive language adds to the wonder that the reader feels with the diversity of
seeds that are highlighted. The text about adventurous and inventive seeds helps to encourage
amazement and awe when the reader considers God’s beautiful creation and the means plants use to
spread seeds.

TARGET TRAIT: Word choice
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Organization
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to replicate the writing
style and organizational pattern with strong adjectives.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 1, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, and audience for a variety of writing forms
2.3 use familiar words and phrases to convey a clear meaning
2.4 write simple but complete sentences that make sense
TIME FRAME:
 3 days, 35 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 A Seed Is Sleepy, Dianna Hutts Aston ISBN: 978-0-8118-5520-4
 Chart paper/Smartboard, overhead,
 Writer’s notebook
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Grade 1 ~ Word Choice Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Teacher leads discussion to ensure that all students understand that “pattern” refers
to the way a piece of writing is put together.
 Review with students organizational patterns and discuss their purpose (e.g., recipe
card = list, how to = step-by-step).
 Discuss strong adjectives. Consider choosing a noun that the class can use adjectives
to describe. (e.g., dog – scruffy, fuzzy, furry, lame, happy)
DURING THE LESSON (2 days):
 Read A Seed Is Sleepy
 Teacher allows a few minutes to lead class discussion to summarize the pattern. (The
seed is…).
 On chart paper, teacher writes the pattern that students are to follow. The students
will use adjectives to describe themselves. (I am generous, caring, joyful). Using the
overhead, create an idea web to provide students with sample adjectives to draw from:
I am __________________.
I am __________________.
I am __________________.
I am (student’s name).


Students will work in pairs, or independently, to create their own pattern stories. It
might be easier for another individual to recognize the good qualities of a person.

AFTER THE LESSON/INTEGRATION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Science-Investigate and compare the physical characteristics of a variety of plants and
animals. Use information from A Seed is Sleepy to compare seeds. What are some
things that all seeds need to germinate? What are some differences in seeds?
Consider the movement of seeds (e.g. wind, ocean currents) and the location of the
seed. Is it external or internal (e.g. strawberry or tomato)?
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student
metacognition (self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“You used descriptive words that give your writing interest.”
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Grade 1 ~ Sentence Fluency Anchor Lesson

Wonder & Awe

Wonder may be understood as a response of a person who beholds some
mystery or gains some new or deeper insight into the nature of a "natural"
or seemingly "supernatural" reality. It may be a feeling of surprise,
astonishment, amazement or admiration. It also may be born of a new or
deeper insight related to a seemingly ordinary or everyday occurrence but
which is now appreciated in a new way.
Awe may be understood as a person's mixed feeling of reverence, fear and
wonder in the face of something majestic, sublime, or sacred. The effect
of awe may be temporarily immobilizing and often elicits a display of
homage, worship and/or deference. (Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)
God’s Quiet Things encourages us to marvel at the wonderful parts of God’s creation. Many of these things
are easily overlooked so we must stop, listen and look. We can see fish swimming, flowers blooming and
evening falling to name just a few. The book reminds us that God has created these awesome things for us
to know and appreciate.

TARGET TRAIT: Sentence Fluency
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Voice, Word Choice
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to develop a greater awareness
of their fluency through focusing on varying sentence beginnings, varying sentence structures and
lengths, as well as playing with sentence rhythm.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 1, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, audience, and form for writing, initially with support and direction
1.5 identify and order main ideas and supporting details, initially with support and direction, using
simple graphic organizers (e.g., a story ladder) and simple organizational patterns.
2.4 write simple but complete sentences that make sense
TIME FRAME:

5 days, 40 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 God’s Quiet Things, Nancy Sweetland ISBN: 0-8028-5167-3
 Chart paper
 Musical instrument (optional)
 Beginning, middle, and end graphic organizer
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Grade 1 ~ Sentence Fluency Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Take a silent walk outside, first giving instructions to listen for the quietest thing they can
hear. Return to room and have each person tell about what they heard.
 Sing “He’s got the whole world in his hands” letting children name things to go in the song (e.g.,
He’s got the sun the slugs and the spiders). Other possible songs: “I am the Acorn,” “All God’s
Critters Got a Place in the Choir”. Discuss patterns heard.
DURING THE LESSON (4 days):
 Read God’s Quiet Things. Discuss what patterns they heard in the story. Brainstorm items in
nature that help us think about God.
 Develop varying sentence beginnings using a shared writing approach. Have students come up
with four sentences that describe their classroom and record their sentences on the chart
paper/Smartboard. Then, tell students the two most common English words that start our
sentences are I and The. Revisit the shared writing draft by circling the first words of their
sentences, then ask, "Did you think about starting with different words?" Most of them may
not have thought about this. Revise the text together.
 Develop sentence lengths by leading a whole group discussion on how words flow seamlessly, and
every image comes across as poetry in sentences with fluency. Display the following passage
from the story, "Do you hear the darkness fall? The morning dew that comes to call?" The
following sentence then reads, ”Night comes...Day comes...Up so high, the sun and moon cross
through the sky." Ask students to count the words in each sentence. Are they the same? Do
the sentences rhyme? Why? Notice how the sentences end. Are they all questions? Take a
picture walk through the story to look for the various conventions used throughout. Re-read
the story and have students listen for words that rhyme. Have them place the words that
rhyme on sticky notes and share after each page. Ask, would the flow still work if all the
sentences were the same length?
 Using a beginning, middle and end graphic organizer, students write independently about some
of God's quiet things. Finally students write in their writer’s notebook 3 sentences using their
beginning, middle, and end organizer for support.
 Students read their story while a friend beats the drum to look for flow in their writing. Tell
students that sentence fluency is like playing the drums. The words should all flow together in
song. Have students record their stories on a tape recorder and self-assess for fluency.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Fully Alive -Theme 5, Topic 2 “God’s World Is Our Home”. Create a class list of recyclables.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition
(self and peer), checklist.
Sample prompt:

“I like the way you choose your words with such thoughtfulness. As a result, your writing is very
powerful.”
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Grade 2 ~ Ideas Anchor Lesson
Dignity of the Human Person
The concept of human dignity is the foundation upon which all
authentic social justice efforts are based. The human person,
fashioned in God's image, has a supreme dignity which surpasses
that of all other creatures - a dignity fully revealed by God the
Son, who became human as Jesus Christ. Human dignity is not a
means to achieve an end; it has its own value because of the
human person's purpose and destiny: to know and love God.
People do not lose this dignity because of gender, sexual
orientation, disability, poverty, age, misadventure, misfortune or
sinful behaviour. Made in the image and likeness of God, all
persons are sacred - this is the heart of human dignity. (Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools
EOCCC)
We are all human beings created in the image of God and thus we are sacred and dignified. Sure,
there are differences in skin colour, language, diet, dress, housing and schooling, but those are
only surface features. What counts is on the inside. We share love, smiles, laughter, hurts and
tears. Remember that we share so much that makes us human.
TARGET TRAIT: Ideas
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Word Choice/Conventions
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to produce a short piece of
writing focused on the “main idea”. Students will describe a friend.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 2, students will:
2.1 write short texts using several simple forms
3.6 proofread and correct their writing using a simple checklist or a few guiding questions developed
by the teacher and posted for reference
TIME FRAME:
 4-5 days, 20 minutes each day
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Whoever You Are, Mem Fox; ISBN: 0-15-206030-8
 Chart paper
 “IDEA” box
 Highlighters
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Grade 2 ~ Ideas Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (2 days):
 The “IDEA” box is suggested to be created in the first month of school. On index
cards, list some ideas of things to talk about and write about. For example: My Pet;
Dinosaurs; My Dream Vacation; When I Grow Up. Invite the children to add ideas and
place the “IDEA” box at the Writing Center.
 To prepare to introduce the concept of “main idea”, play the game “What doesn’t
belong” (e.g., red, blue, turtle). Play several times to reinforce the idea of sticking to
one idea.
DURING THE LESSON (3 days):
 Read aloud Whoever You Are.
 Talk about the way good writers love to share their ideas.
 Think-Pair-Share to determine the main idea of the story.
 On chart paper, note the main idea of the story.
 Students are guided to write a short selection about a “Friend”. Guiding questions:
How is your friend like you? How is he/she different?
 With a writing partner, students read over their sentences, highlighting anything that
is “off” topic.
 Provide an opportunity to re-write and share the final product with a buddy.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Fully Alive – Grade Two Topic One, Theme 1 “Each One Is Special” An affirmation of
God’s marvellous creation and love of each person. Have each child spell his/her name
in block letters on a sheet of paper. Children can then explain the significance of their
name (e.g., meaning; why it was chosen; if he/she is named after someone). Children
can write the information below the name on the sheet.
 Religious Education - We Belong to the Lord Jesus, Unit 1: Let’s be Friends: Themes 1,
2, and 3. Have students design individual paper t-shirts with impressions of themselves.
Display the t-shirts around the classroom.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student
metacognition (self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“You wrote more than one sentence on the same topic. That’s what I call focused!” “I’m
starting to picture your friend. What details can you add to make the picture clearer?”
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Grade 2 ~ Organization Anchor Lesson
Dignity of the Human Person

The concept of human dignity is the foundation upon which all
authentic social justice efforts are based. The human person,
fashioned in God's image, has a supreme dignity which surpasses
that of all other creatures - a dignity fully revealed by God the
Son, who became human as Jesus Christ. There are inherent rights
and responsibilities which proceed from human dignity and demand
recognition. These include respect for human life from conception
until natural death, the right to make free decisions, the right to
choose a state in life, the right to food, to religious freedom, to
meaningful work, education and shelter. Human dignity is not a
means to achieve an end; it has its own value because of the human person's purpose and destiny: to
know and love God. People do not lose this dignity because of gender, sexual orientation, disability,
poverty, age, misadventure, misfortune or sinful behaviour. Made in the image and likeness of God, all
persons are sacred - this is the heart of human dignity. (Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools,
EOCCC)
In Margaret Wise Brown’s Another Important Book the highlights of the years from one to six are
explored. Some of the milestones of each year are considered. Children and adults can applaud the
accomplishments of each year. This is a great book for reflecting on the growing list of skills and
talents that children are acquiring.
TARGET TRAIT: Organization
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Ideas
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to develop a progression of ideas
from first to last. Students will model “Another Important Book” by creating a booklet called “My
Story” in which they will recount events in their lives.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 2, students will:
1.3 gather information to support ideas for writing in a variety of ways and/or from a variety of
sources
1.4 sort information and ideas for their writing in a variety of ways, with support and direction
1.5 identify and order main ideas and supporting details using graphic organizers and organizational
patterns
TIME FRAME:
 one week prior to instruction, send home “Parent Letter” (see Appendix A) and gather
information
 approximately 5 days, 20-30 minutes each day
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Grade 2 ~ Organization Anchor Lesson Cont’d
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Another Important Book, Margaret Wise Brown, ISBN:9-780064-4
 Chart paper
 Letter to parents (Appendix A)
 Sentence strips
 Paper for “My Story” booklet
 Poem Five Little Monkeys (Appendix B)
BEFORE THE LESSON (2 days):
 Write the numbers “1, 2, 3, 4, 5” on the chalkboard.
 Recite the poem, “Five Little Monkeys Jumping on a Bed” together. Point to each number as
the poem is recited.
 Talk about the way the poem is organized (e.g., by numbers).
 Find a simple recipe. Record each step of the recipe on a sentence strip.
 Put the strips in non-sequential order on the chalkboard and have the students sort out the
correct sequence.
 Talk about how important it is to keep things organized.
DURING THE LESSON (3 days):
 Read aloud Another Important Book.
 Examine the way the author tells the story by following a pattern of ages.
 Ask the students to share the information that they have gathered from home with a partner.
 Focus on telling their stories in chronological order.
 Students proceed to create “My Story” booklet using words, illustrations,
photographs/resources from home to support their efforts. Scaffold as needed.
 Students share their completed stories with another class.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Science: Life Systems. The students can identify constant traits and changing traits in animals
as they grow.
 Science: Structures and Mechanisms. The students can describe, using their observations, the
pattern of the movement of objects.
 Fully Alive – Remind the children of the discussion and work in Theme 1, Topic 2 “We Are
Growing”. Help students to recall the growth and development that they have achieved and that
growth/development will continue for many years.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition
(self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“I enjoyed following your story from beginning to end. Your writing has order and organization!”
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Grade 2 ~ Voice Anchor Lesson
Hope

Hope is that virtue by which we take responsibility both for ourselves and
for the world. It is rooted in the fulfillment of God's promises in Christ.
"Hope is that virtue by which we take responsibility for the future, both
of ourselves and of the world. It is oriented, therefore, toward the
Kingdom of God. Hope measures everything against the future Kingdom,
and so it is a virtue with a prophetic edge." Catholicism, Richard McBrien,
p. 1008 (Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)

Scaredy Squirrel is very content to stay in his tree. Scaredy is a worrier
who is afraid of many things: green Martians, killer bees, and germs to
name just a few. He has considered the advantages and disadvantages of never leaving his tree. He has decided
that never leaving his tree is the safe and sensible option. Scaredy does, however, plan for the unexpected and
prepares an emergency kit and hopes he will not have to use it.

TARGET TRAIT: Voice
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Sentence Fluency & Word Choice
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to explore the use of voice in
conveying feelings about an important issue. By presenting pro/con positions on owning a class pet,
students will attempt to persuade the reader.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 2, students will:
2.2 establish a personal voice in their writing with a focus on using familiar words that convey their
attitude or feelings towards the subject or audience
2.5 identify, initially with support and direction, their point of view and one or more possible different
points of view about a topic
3.3 confirm spellings and word meanings or word choice using a few different types of resources.
TIME FRAME:
 5 days, 20-30 minutes
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Scaredy Squirrel, Melanie Watt, ISBN-10:1-553337-959-4
 Chart paper
 Sticky notes
 Personal dictionary
 Pet writing template (Appendix C)
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Grade 2 ~ Voice Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Sing the song, “If You’re Happy and You Know It”
 Substitute the words: sad, excited, grumpy, etc. for the word “happy”
 Ask the students to create new actions
 Talk about how good writers use “feeling” words to create “voice”
 Begin to read Scaredy Squirrel
DURING THE LESSON (4 days):
 Continue to read Scaredy Squirrel
 Have students work with a partner to generate a list of words that tell about Scaredy’s
feelings. Record these words on sticky notes and place on class chart. Discuss.
 Focus on pages 27 and 28 of the story: “He feels overjoyed! Adventurous! Carefree! Alive!” Add
more “uplifting” words to the class chart (e.g., joyous, excited, happy).
 As a shared writing activity, make a list of reasons to support or reject the class’ imaginary
proposal of “no homework on weekends”.
 Students proceed to independent writing on the issue of “A Class Pet”. Use provided template
(children check mark their choice on the topic, see Appendix C).
 Students share their experiences with a partner or with the whole class.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 After the lesson, students can record all new vocabulary generated into personal dictionaries.
 Science - In the case of an animal injury, would you know what to do? Just like Scaredy
Squirrel, animals have to adapt to their environment. How do they do it? Compare Scaredy’s
survival plan with that of a real squirrel or other small animal.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students.
Checklist for self-evaluation: “My writing shows feelings. This sounds like me!”
What to look for in the text: strong expression of feeling.
Sample prompt:

“I can tell that you care about this topic and you want me to care, too”
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Grade 2 ~ Word Choice Anchor Lesson

Stewardship

The concept of an ordered universe and a common heritage both point to
the necessity of developing in the heart of every individual and in the
activities of every society a true sense of stewardship and of solidarity. It
is the obligation of a responsible steward to be one who cares for the
goods entrusted to him and not one who plunders, to be one who conserves
and enhances and not one who destroys and dissipates...Responsible
stewardship demands a consideration for the common good. (Responsible
Stewardship: Ecology as a Moral Task, Archbishop Renato Martino. Judith
Dwyer, ed. 3. Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)

Creatures Great and Small is a wonderful book that allows students to begin to understand the size
differential between animal species. The diversity of God’s creation is highlighted in the beautiful
illustrations of animals and their habitat.

TARGET TRAIT: Word Choice
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Organization
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to use new and interesting words
in writing to entertain and to describe. Students will write animal riddles using Creatures Great and
Small as the model. A class book will then be compiled.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 2, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, and audience for a variety of writing forms
1.3 gather information to support ideas for writing in a variety of ways and/or from a variety of
sources.
3.8 produce pieces of published work to meet criteria identified by the teacher, based on
expectations.
TIME FRAME:
 6-7 days, 20 minutes each day
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Creatures Great and Small, Karen Patkau (Canadian author), ISBN: 0-88776-0 NON-FICTION
 Chart paper
 Copy of the poem “Chubby Little Snowman” (Appendix D)
 Highlighters/markers
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Grade 2 ~ Word Choice Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (2 days):
 Read together the poem Chubby Little Snowman.
 Highlight words that paint a picture with our senses (e.g., nibble, crunch).
 Talk about how good writers paint pictures with their words.
 Divide the students into small groups.
 Give each group an “ordinary” word (e.g., nice, big, small, happy).
 Brainstorm “exciting” words that can replace these “ordinary” words.
 Put words on an “Exciting” chart!
DURING THE LESSON (4 days):
 Introduce students to the book, Creatures Great and Small.
 Note the way the author has set up the book with a big and small creature on every page.
 Read several pages each day. Record new and exciting words on an “Exciting” word chart.
 Tell some simple riddles to clarify the writing objective.
 Students complete an animal riddle using all resources available (e.g., dictionaries, animal books,
the “Exciting” chart).
 Collect riddles and compile in a class book.
AFTER THE LESSON/INTEGRATION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Science: Life Systems. The students can identify and describe major physical characteristics
of different types of animals.
 Physical Education: Travel and change from one kind of locomotion or traveling movement to
another. Have students move around the room imitating different animals.
 Religious Education We Belong to the Lord Jesus, Grade Two - Theme 16: We savour the gifts
of the earth; to appreciate the gifts of the earth
 Math: The back of the book provides examples that can be used for size and for comparing.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition.
Sample prompt:

“I loved all the exciting words you used. You used words that helped me guess your animal.”
“I’m glad that you’re using some new words. Let’s relook at the words _____ and _____ since
they don’t fit. What could you use instead?”
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Grade 2 ~ Sentence Fluency Anchor Lesson

Work & Service
Work is a primary way for human persons to express who they are in the
world. Jesus, who devoted most of his life to working as a carpenter,
shows us the dignity of work and service to others. His modeling of
servant leadership calls forth and affirms the giftedness of every human
person. Work is therefore more than just a role we play in society. It is a
divine call to join in God's ongoing creative activity in the world, and in a
sense, a call to be co-creator with God. Work thus allows us to participate
in the building up of the Reign of God. Work and service together thus
exists to serve the good of the human person and the common good.
(Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)
At the beginning of Ribbon Rescue, Jillian has been given a brand-new ribbon dress, a traditional Mohawk
piece of clothing, that her grandmother has just finished making. As the story progresses Jillian uses the
ribbons from her dress to give a helping hand to a hapless wedding party as they rush past her on the way
to the church.

TARGET TRAIT: Sentence Fluency
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Voice, Word Choice
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to develop sentence fluency by
using varied sentence beginnings and sentence lengths. The story ties well with the aspect of
“service”, a central element in the preparation for First Communion. Therefore, the children will
complete a narrative to share about their First Communion. The suggested timeline is after First
Communion.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 2, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, and audience for a variety of writing forms
2.4 use a variety of sentence types
2.6 identify elements of their writing that need improvement using feedback from teacher and peers
with a focus on content and word choice
TIME FRAME:
 5 days, 20-30 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Ribbon Rescue, Robert Munsch (Canadian author), ISBN: 10-0-590-038710
 Chart paper
 Overhead of p.6 of Ribbon Rescue
 Song and poem example sheet (Appendix E and F)
 First Communion writing template (Appendix G)
Affirming Catholic Themes Through Mentor Texts to Enrich Student Writing, EOCCC, 2009 ~ page 27

Grade 2 ~ Sentence Fluency Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1-2 days):
 To reinforce the idea of sentence variety, listen to and recite/sing several simple poems or
songs noting how each thought begins differently (e.g., The Eentsy Weensty Spider and
BINGO). Appendix E and F
 On chart paper, print this story: At First Communion, we went to church. At First Communion,
we sang songs. At First Communion, we saw our teacher and friends. At First Communion, we
received Jesus.
 Read the story aloud together.
 As a shared writing experience, revise and refine this selection by varying sentence beginnings
and sentence lengths.
 Reread and compare stories.
DURING THE LESSON (3 days):
 Read aloud Ribbon Rescue.
 Ask: Were the sentences interesting? What did you notice?
 Reproduce p.6 on an overhead.
 Highlight the different sentence beginnings and the different sentence lengths.
 Students can proceed to write about their special event (First Communion) using all available
resources. (Appendix G)
 Students share their stories with a partner, reading the story aloud and modifying if
necessary.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 DPA – use ribbons to flourish and twirl as students stretch and jump.
 Religious Education – consider doing a class service project with parish Eucharistic community
(e.g., collecting cans for the local food bank).
 Fully Alive - Topic Two, Theme 6 “Co-operation among Friends” – Co-operation is a positive part
of friendship. “Write the word CO-OPERATION vertically on the board. Have students in turn
attach their names to the puzzle by using one letter from a name that is already on the board.”
(Fully Alive, Grade Two teacher’s manual, pg.100)
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition
(self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“Did you notice that you began this sentence in a different way? I love variety!”
“I noticed that you had some long sentences and some short ones. This gives rhythm to your
writing.”
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Grade 3 ~ Ideas Anchor Lesson
Faith
Faith is the human response to God reaching out to us in
love. And so, faith is primarily about relationship and trust.
Faith enables us to cry out to God in our trials and to give
God thanks for life's blessings. Christian faith is built on
relationship with Jesus, the human face of God, who seeks
us out and invites us to share in the divine life. Joined in
faith to the crucified and risen Jesus through Baptism, we
enter into a relationship of divine sonship and daughterhood
with the Father and his gift of the Holy Spirit. This relationship with the Father in the Spirit
through Christ binds the Christian community into one mystical body, -the body of Christ- which
is the Church. (Curriculum Support for Catholic School, EOCCC)
Frankie’s parents are very loving and supportive. They have instilled in their young frog the idea that
he can do anything he sets his mind to. Frankie dreams to fly and he uses the encouragement of his
parents to build trust in his own abilities to make his dream come true.

TARGET TRAIT: Ideas
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Voice, Word Choice
PURPOSE: This writing lesson will show students how using imagination and being creative
can ultimately lead to making dreams come true. Students will create a hand web to outline
the details needed to write a short non-fiction personal narrative explaining how they have
pursued a dream.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 3, students will:
1.3 gather information to support ideas for writing in a variety of ways and/or from a
variety of sources
1.5 identify and order main ideas and supporting details into units that could be used to
develop a short, simple paragraph.
3.3 confirm spellings and word meanings or word choice using different types of resources
appropriate for the purpose
3.5 use parts of speech correctly to communicate their intended meaning clearly
TIME FRAME:
 2 days, 40 minutes each
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Grade 3 ~ Ideas Anchor Lesson Cont’d
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 A Frog Thing, Eric Drachman ISBN 978-0-9703809-3-7
 Chart paper
 Examples of dreams that students have had which came true
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Discuss with the students possible events that have made them very happy (e.g., trip,
getting a pet, new toy).
 In small groups, students record on chart paper using words and/or illustrations events
that have marked their lives.
DURING THE LESSON (1 day):
 Read aloud A Frog Thing
 Students will understand Frog’s determination and how his dream came true through
the creativity of a smart bird.
 Students will draw a hand web, by tracing their own hand print, to demonstrate how
each finger and thumb represents a detail that will help them write their paragraph.
 You may want to revisit the chart paper to help with the flow of ideas.
 Independently students will begin to produce a draft of their paragraph.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Music – Using the CD that comes with the book explore the pieces of music that are
used as background colour. What emotions do the students feel when the music is
played? Is there a link between the music played on the story CD and the action of the
story (e.g., When Frankie is discouraged and feels that no one understands him Elgar’s
Cello Concerto in E minor, Op. 85, plays in the background. This solo cello piece can
elicit feelings of sorrow or sadness.) The publication information page lists the other
musical excerpts in the fine print.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student
metacognition (self and peer).
Sample prompt:
“Your paragraph is very clear and you’ve included interesting details.”

“Read back through your paper and try to add details to show the reader why this is
important to you.”
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Grade 3 ~ Organization Anchor Lesson

Love & Dignity
Love must manifest itself in actions and structures that respect human
dignity, protect human rights and facilitate human development. Our
relationship to our neighbour is bound up with our relationship to God; our
response to the love of God, saving us through Christ, is shown to be effective
in his love and service of people. Christian love of neighbour and justice cannot
be separated. For love implies an absolute demand for justice, namely a
recognition of the dignity and rights of one's neighbour. Justice attains its
inner fullness only in love. Because every person is truly a visible image of the
invisible God and a sibling of Christ, the Christian finds in every person God
himself and God's absolute demand for justice and love. Justice in the World, Synod of Bishops, 1971
(Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)
When Alexandra tries to win the friendship of the cool, new girl in her class, she does it at the expense of
Long-time best friend Jenny. Alexandra goes so far as to tell her new friend Jenny’s biggest secret, one
that Alexandra swore to keep secret. Alexandra must repair the damage she has caused if she is going to
regain Jenny’s friendship.

TARGET TRAIT: Organization
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Ideas, Sentence Fluency, Presentation
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to learn and share qualities
which should be nurtured in a friendship. Students will explore relationships with others by creating
an authentic biography for a class friendship album.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 3, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, audience, and form for writing
1.5 identify and order main ideas and supporting details into units that could be used to
develop a short, simple paragraph
3.7 use some appropriate elements of effective presentation in the finished product,
including print, script, different fonts, graphics, and layout
TIME FRAME:
 3 days, 40 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Our Friendship Rules, Peggy Moss & Dee Dee Tardif ISBN 978-0-88448-291-8
 Chart paper
 Stickers, craft supplies, a variety of paper seen throughout the book
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Grade 3 ~ Organization Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Prior to this lesson, display photos that the teacher can collect ahead of time, of different
friends doing a variety of activities (e.g., sports, crafts, music, T.V., reading) to pique student
curiosity.
 A formal lesson should be given in order to ensure that students understand the definition of a
“biography” (e.g., how to pick your subject, gathering best details).
 Have students pair and share their thoughts about characteristics of a good friend.
 Using chart paper, discuss whole group and record student’s responses to the question: What
makes a good friend?
 Teacher may also lead a discussion on who may be a good friend (e.g., sibling, grand-parent).
DURING THE LESSON (2 days):
 Show front of cover of read aloud Our Friendship Rules and discuss observations.
 Do a book walk to demonstrate how each page is uniquely designed and how they all come
together to create this album.
 Read Our Friendship Rules.
 Add to your chart paper any additional comments students may have in regards to a positive
friendship characteristics (e.g., funny, honest, polite).
 Students reflect on a choice of person for their biography.
 Students brainstorm in small groups 3 to 5 of their most important details of their chosen
friend with support from the anchor chart.
 Students also discuss the possible layout of their page which they will design. They can
emulate a page from the book.
 Students work independently on their biography writing and presentation.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Fully Alive – Theme Two, topic 5 “What is a Friend”. What are some specific rules and
behaviours that are part of a healthy friendship (compromise is highlighted in the topic)?
 Fully Alive – Theme Two, Topic 6 “Being Part of the Group”. This topic considers being open and
friendly with all. The idea of inclusion and exclusion is considered.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific feedback on the organization of each student’s biography, making sure details are
specific and examples are provided.
Sample prompt:

“Your sense of organization is good. Let’s try moving some things around to make it flow more
smoothly and logically.”
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Grade 3 ~ Voice Anchor Lesson
Love
Love must manifest itself in actions and structures that respect human
dignity, protect human rights and facilitate human development.
Our relationship to our neighbour is bound up with our relationship to God; our
response to the love of God, saving us through Christ, is shown to be effective
in his love and service of people. Christian love of neighbour and justice cannot
be separated. For love implies an absolute demand for justice, namely a
recognition of the dignity and rights of one's neighbour. (Curriculum Support
for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)
This is a lyrical portrayal of the adoption process. In the story, two unknown women share a bond through the
little girl one of them gave life to and the other one cares for. This is an excellent book for explaining adoption,
especially out-of-country adoption (China, Eastern Europe).

TARGET TRAIT: Voice
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Conventions, Presentation
PURPOSE: This writing lesson will allow students to explore relationships with others. Student’s
voices should emerge through a poem written for their mother or other significant person in their life.
They will begin to understand that writing with passion creates an energy which transforms into voice.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 3, students will:
1.1 identify the topic, purpose, audience and form for writing
1.2 generate ideas about a topic, using a variety of strategies and resources
2.2 establish a voice in their writing with a focus on using concrete words and images to convey
feelings towards the subject
3.4 uses punctuation to help communicate their intended meaning
3.8 produce pieces of published work to meet identified criteria based on the expectations related to
content, organization, style, use of conventions, and use of presentation strategies
TIME FRAME:
 3 days, 35 minutes each
MATERIAL AND RESOURCES:
 Motherbridge of Love, Mother Bridge of Love, ISBN 978-1-84686-047-8
 Chart paper, markers
 Examples of free verse poems
 Notebooks to create personal poems
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Grade 3 ~ Voice Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 On chart paper, demonstrate a variety of ways that free verse poetry might be
displayed on a page. This could be a fun shared writing opportunity.
 Discuss with students elements and rules of a free verse poem.
 Students should clearly understand the elements of voice (e.g., energy, writer’s
passion for the topic, interest, feelings).
 Have students notice how the author used punctuation (e.g., commas, exclamation
points) to add tone and voice to the writing.
DURING THE LESSON (2 days):
 Discuss the title and image on the cover of the book Motherbridge of Love.
 Read Motherbridge of Love.
 Reread the book and highlight the use of punctuation and the way words are displayed
on the pages. During the 2nd read, have students raise their hands every time they
hear or sense feeling in the story.
 In small groups, students use chart paper to share and record ideas around
characteristics of their mothers (e.g., hard working, good cook, neat freak!).
 Students can then move around the room with their notebooks and record personal
connections they may want to include in their free verse poem.
 Students may pair and share to ensure sufficient ideas have been recorded.
 Independently, students create a free verse poem which should emulate strong
feelings.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Fully Alive – Grade Three, Theme Three, Topic 2 “Beginning Life”. Adoption is one of
the areas of discussion suggested in the material.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student
metacognition (self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“It’s easy to see how engaged you were with this topic. Your voice is matched perfectly
for the purpose and audience.”
“To bring your topic to life, consider adding energy or punch by including a detail or
example to create voice.”
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Grade 3 ~ Word Choice Anchor Lesson

Dignity of the Human Person

The concept of human dignity is the foundation upon which all authentic
social justice efforts are based. The human person, fashioned in God's
image, has a supreme dignity which surpasses that of all other creatures
- a dignity fully revealed by God the Son, who became human as Jesus
Christ. There are inherent rights and responsibilities which proceed
from human dignity and demand recognition. These include respect for
human life from conception until natural death, the right to make free
decisions, the right to choose a state in life, the right to food, to
religious freedom, to meaningful work, education and shelter. Human
dignity is not a means to achieve an end; it has its own value because of the human person's purpose
and destiny: to know and love God. People do not lose this dignity because of gender, sexual
orientation, disability, poverty, age, misadventure, misfortune or sinful behaviour. Made in the image
and likeness of God, all persons are sacred - this is the heart of human dignity. (Curriculum Support
for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)
In Finklehopper Frog Cheers, the concept of good sportsmanship is explored. Each of us has Godgiven talents that enable us to try our best. It is important to try our best but if we are beaten in a
race it is also important to recognize that others have talents and to congratulate them.
TARGET TRAIT: Word Choice
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Voice, Conventions
PURPOSE: This writing lesson provides students with an opportunity to understand how winning or
being first is not what matters most. Students will focus on using strong verbs and sensory language
to complete a cartoon strip, which will include the use of dialogue. They will retell an event which
describes facing a fear or being a good sport.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 3, students will:
1.2 generate ideas about a topic, using a variety of strategies and resources
2.3 use words and phrases that will help convey their meaning as specifically as possible
2.8 produce revised, draft pieces of writing to meet identified criteria based on the expectations
related to content, organization, style, and use of conventions
3.3 confirm spellings and word meanings or word choice using several different types of resources
TIME FRAME
 4 days, 40 minutes each
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Grade 3 ~ Word Choice Anchor Lesson Cont’d
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Finklehopper Frog Cheers, Irene Livingston ISBN: -1-58246-138-4
 Provide a scaffold sheet of the cartoon strip as an example
 Chart paper, thesaurus
 Notebook to track interesting words
BEFORE THE LESSON (2 days):
 Using a thesaurus, students create a list of favourite words organized into these
categories: WORST WORDS, FUNNY WORDS, STRANGE WORDS, TASTY WORDS.
 These words can be verbs or adjectives which can be added to their list throughout
the year.
 Using any Dr. Seuss book, show students how to have fun and be creative with words.
 Review proper use of quotation marks in dialogue.
DURING THE LESSON (2 day):
 Read aloud Finklehopper Frog Cheers.
 In small groups, students discuss text-to-self experiences that could relate to a
character in the story (e.g., afraid of being teased or judged, nervous about not
winning).
 Students then decide on one occasion they would like to write about and create a web
to answer questions, such as: When, Where, What, How and Outcome.
 Students work independently on their cartoon strip to tell their stories.
 Students will add pictures to each frame. The number of frames will be determined by
the teacher.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Science – Forces Causing Movement – describe the different types of forces used by
the race participants
 Fully Alive – Theme 2, Topic 5 “What is a Friend?” Topic 6 “Being Part of the Group”
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student metacognition (self and peer)
Sample prompt:

“Great use of different words to describe the race. It makes your writing interesting to
read.”
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Grade 3 ~ Sentence Fluency Anchor Lesson

Common Good
Every person is created in the image and likeness of God, who is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: the perfect community. To be fully
human, then, we must learn to live in community with others and seek
what is called the common good. The common good can be defined as

the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as groups
or as individuals to reach their fulfillment more fully and more easily.

(Curriculum Support for Catholic Schools, EOCCC)

After Sarah breaks and then hides her Mom’s favourite necklace, she tells a lie to cover her
misdeed. Even though Sarah is troubled by the lie, she does not want to face up to her mistake.
She is haunted by the lie and eventually, when she can’t stand it anymore, she admits to her
mother what she has done.
TARGET TRAIT: Sentence Fluency
SECONDARY TRAIT(S): Ideas/Word Choice
PURPOSE: This writing lesson allows students to question the “effects” of telling the truth.
Students will create greeting cards and messages exploring how rhythm, sounds and word patterns can
evoke emotion in the reader.
ONTARIO CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
By the end of Grade 3, students will:
1.2 generate ideas about a potential topic, using a variety of strategies and resources
2.1 write short texts using a variety of forms
2.4 vary sentence structures and maintain continuity by using joining words to combine simple
sentences and using words that indicate time and sequence to link sentences
3.5 use parts of speech appropriately to communicate their meaning clearly
3.7 use some appropriate elements of effective presentation in the finished product
TIME FRAME:
 3 days, 30 minutes each
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES
 Sarah’s Little Ghosts, Thierry Robberecht ISBN: 0-618-89210-9
 Chart paper
 Sample greeting cards
 Index cards
 Large six-sided die
 Notebook to record sentence beginnings
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Grade 3 ~ Sentence Fluency Anchor Lesson Cont’d
BEFORE THE LESSON (1 day):
 Choose a topic to begin this activity that will facilitate the thinking of how to begin
sentences differently (e.g., The Day the School Lost Power). Write the topic on chart
paper. Roll the die and students create an opening sentence with that many words. Roll
again, the second sentence must include that many words and also must begin
differently. Try to create a paragraph of five to six sentences, then read it back and
revise accordingly.
DURING THE LESSON (2 days):
 Read aloud Sarah’s Little Ghosts.
 Discuss the torment that Sarah went through by not telling the truth.
Make text-to-self connections.
 In small groups, students examine a variety of greeting cards (e.g., sympathy, birthday,
anniversary) and discuss sentence length, rhythm and patterns that evoke emotion.
Students decide on the type of greeting card that they would like to create.
 Teacher models a short passage as an example of a greeting card message.
 Independently, students create a message and design their own greeting cards.
AFTER THE LESSON/EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES:
 Fully Alive – Theme Four, Topic 2 “Learning about Decisions”. What questions should
Sarah have asked herself in order to make that she might make a good decision?
 Fully Alive – Theme Four, Topic 3 “We Get Help With Our Decisions”. Present students
with a situation that has two options (e.g. the choice of a class trip). Have students
work in small groups to develop a list of reasons for each option and then report to the
class.
ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
Provide specific, ongoing feedback to students and embed opportunities for student
metacognition (self and peer).
Sample prompt:

“Try counting each word in each sentence to make sure you have a variety of sentence
lengths so that your message flows.”
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Writing Opportunities
The following chart provides examples of the many writing opportunities found in the religious
education and family life education programs. We are grateful for the work done in compiling
these activities and thank the Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario for their
willingness to share them for inclusion in this project.

Grade One – We Belong to God
Description

Unit

Theme

Page

God is like…Draw pictures of what comes to mind when you think of God. Use
words to describe your pictures.

3

9

100

Write and decorate a thank you card for your mother.

4

10

109

Stars to dream on…write your hopes and dreams on a star that will be used
in your celebration.

4

10

125

A collage full of caring… create a collage poster about caring. Give it a
favourite title.

5

14

143

7

20

190

7

20

191

Unit

Theme

Page

1

4

59/60

2

5

100/102

4

2

154

4

2

154

5

2

171

5

3

176

5

3

177

5

3

177

A basket full of care…invite students to write one way we can reach out and
care for others. Put these prayer intentions in a basket.
Thank you
Write and decorate a thank you card and send it to your class visitor.

Grade One – Fully Alive
Description

Some Things I Like and Dislike – draw or write the words for each of the six
categories. When finished, exchange with a partner and share your likes
and dislikes.
Create a class big book entitled “We Have Fun With Our Friends”. Each child
can contribute a picture with a descriptive sentence.
Develop a class chart with the students about promises. Have two columns
“Hard to Keep” and “Easy to Keep.” Ask students to think of a promise that
they make and decide which column the promise belongs, and explain why it is
hard or easy to keep.
Brainstorm with the children and develop a list of words we can use instead
of “promise.” You might post these words in the classroom and encourage the
students to use them when appropriate. Encourage the students to think of
promise as a special word for special occasions.
Develop a plan with the students for completing a project (planting a tree or
small garden or planting seeds in the classroom).
Have students identify work that they can do at home or school. Ask them to
create a picture and write a descriptive sentence. Create a class book and
invite the children to think of a title
Brainstorm with the students the different kinds of work that are done in
the local community. Create a list on a piece of chart paper. Ask them to
explain how each of these occupations meets our needs.
Write a brief story about the kind of work students would like to do when
they grow up.
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Grade Two – We Belong to the Lord Jesus
Description

Unit

Theme

Page

2

6

83

3

7

94

3

8

103

5

13

142

5

13

150

6

17

177

Make a list of things that we can thank God for giving us.

7

19

190

Write impressions of the litany prayer of praise in individual friendship books

7

19

192

Unit

Theme

Page

1

2

46

2

1

71

2

2

77

2

3

81

2

3

84

2

5

94

3
3

1
4

109
133

3

4

133

4

1

147

Recording Our Memories
Record the events of your celebration and church visit on strips of paper or card.
Story in the Round
Develop a cumulative story starting with an interesting lead. Continue the story
around the circle, allowing each child to contribute a line or two. Write it as a class
project.
Create a bookmark with a saying and pictures for God’s word
Write it down
Ask the children to write about their Christmas gifts in their individual friendship
books
Make a book
Make a page for a mini-book about Jesus by illustrating and writing something
that we know about Jesus. Print the sentence under the illustration
Big Book of Friendship
Write a personal prayer of thanks to God for all of the goodness given to us.

Grade Two – Fully Alive
Description
Chart
Over a few days, have students fill in a class chart with their height, shoe size and
something they would like to learn this year. (Keep the chart for the end of the
year to compare data.)
Acrostic For each letter of the word family, ask students to think of a word that
tells people something special about their family.
Brainstorm, as a class, signs of love within families. Make a list of words that
demonstrate these signs
Patti’s First Day of School
Write a story about Patti’s first day at school. How do you think she feels? Did
she find a new friend?
Group work
In your group, make a list of suggestions for making new children welcome in your
classroom.
Have the students create small posters advertising the qualities of a good friend
(loyal, fun, happy, easy to get along with, etc.).
Compose a petition for the marriage prayer.
Write a letter to God to say thank you for the gift of new life.
Create a welcome card for a baby. If someone you know has just had a baby, you
can present it to him or her.
Create a class “Honour Roll” of people in the community who the children feel they
can depend on. Write a thank you letter to one of the people on the list.
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Grade Two – Fully Alive (cont ‘d)
Have the students write a story about one of the community workers on their
class honour role
Working in pairs, have students create a short television commercial about the
importance of keeping one’s word.

4

1

148

4

2

153

Unit

Theme

Page

1

2

55

2

4

70

3

8

113

4

10

135

6

16

183

Unit

Theme

Page

1

2

50

1

3

57

1

3

57

1

4

63

2

2

82

Write blessing or grace to be said before the Christmas meal

2

2

84

Create a comic strip about a brother or sister (cousin, close friend) doing
something exciting with them.

2

4

99

Write a diary entry for part of the day of a baby in the uterus.

3

3

135

Write a story about how you would care for a new baby.

3

4

140

Grade Three – In the Spirit We Belong
Description
Individual Gathering Books
Treasure God’s Dream – in your gathering book, create a God’s Dream page. Add
your dreams for your class, yourself and the world.
At Home with Community
Write a story about your favourite community gathering.
Individual Gathering Books
Make two lists in your gathering book of groups that you belong to and ones that
you would like to belong to.
Individual Gathering Books
Write or draw the images that come to mind listening to the reading from Isaiah.
Include special words that you may have heard.
Individual Gathering Books
In your gathering book, express your feelings about the drama and your favourite
part.

Grade Three – Fully Alive
Description
Students can collect information for “Getting to Know You” and create graphs,
tables or charts that display the data they collected.
Write a letter of advice to one of the three boys involved in the story. You can
express your opinion about the incident and offer your advice.
Choose one of the feelings listed on the chart and write a short description of the
feeling.
Organize the class into pairs. Have each person write a cinquain poem about your
partner on the theme of gifts and talents.
Write a letter to Eddie’s grandmother telling her about the Christmas celebration
or write a letter from Richard and Angela to the Petrowskis, thanking them for
including them in the celebration.
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Virtue Books
Here are some additional book titles which have been correlated to our Catholic values.
They are used with permission from the York Catholic District School Board’s resource
entitled: Virtue Books: Lesson Plans for Picture Books Focusing on the Monthly Virtues.
We are grateful for their generosity in sharing this list with us.
Virtue
Courage
Courage
Courage
Compassion

Title
Courage to Fly
Brave Mole
Riding the Tiger
Don’t Laugh at Me

Compassion
Compassion
Justice
Justice
Justice
Hope
Hope
Hope
Unity
Unity
Unity
Wisdom
Wisdom
Wisdom
Perseverance
Perseverance
Perseverance
Reverence
Reverence
Reverence
Responsibility

Sadako
Fly Away Home
Somewhere Today
The Carpet Boy’s Gift
Star Hope, Star of Fear
On the Day You Were Born
The Last Straw
December
Invisible String
Henry and the Kite Dragon
Old Turtle
Marsupial Sue
Brother Eagle, Sister Sky
The Three Questions
Jeremiah Learns to Read
The Librarian from Basra
Whispering Cloth
The Name Jar
Why Explore
You Are Special
Christopher, Please Clean
up Your Room
Say Something
Paths to Peace
The Wolf Who Cried Boy
Mr. Peabody’s Apples
Old Turtle and the Broken
Truth

Responsibility
Responsibility
Honesty
Honesty
Honesty

Author
Troon Harrison
Lynne Jonell
Eve Bunting
Steve Seskin and Allen
Shamblin
Eleanor Coerr
Eve Bunting
Shelley Moore Thomas
Pegi Deitz Shea
Jo Hoestlandt
Debra Frasier
Frederick H. Thury
Eve Bunting
Patrice Karst
Bruce Edward Hall
Douglas Wood
John Lithgow
Susan Jeffers
Jon J. Muth
Jo Ellen Bogart
Jeanette Winter
Pegi Deitz Shea
Yangsook Choi
Susan Lendroth
Max Lucado
Itah Sadu

Division
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
Primary

Peggy Moss
Jane Breskin Zalben
B.J. Hennessy
Madonna
Douglas Wood

Junior
Intermediate
Primary
Junior
Intermediate
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At-A-Glance Chart of Books
TRAIT

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

This Is The House That Jack Built, Simms Taback
THEME: Dignity of Work and Service
Mother Goose Manners,

Whoever You Are,
Mem Fox

Eric Drachman

THEME:
Community and the
Common Good

THEME:
Dignity of the
Human Person

THEME:
Faith

The Wildlife ABC,

Another Important Book,

Our Friendship Rules,

THEME:
Stewardship

THEME:
Dignity of the
Human Person

THEME:
Love & Dignity

Pigeon Wants a Puppy!,

Scaredy Squirrel,
Melanie Watt

Mother Bridge of Love

THEME:
Stewardship

THEME:
Hope

THEME:
Love

A Seed is Sleepy,
Dianna Hutts Aston

Creatures Great and Small,

Finklehopper Frog Cheers,

THEME:
Wonder & Awe

THEME:
Stewardship

THEME:
Dignity of the Human Person

God’s Quiet Things,
Nancy Sweetland

Ribbon Rescue,

Robert Munsch

Sarah’s Little Ghosts

THEME:
Wonder & Awe

THEME:
Work & Service

THEME:
Common Good

ORGANIZATION

IDEAS

Harriet Ziefert

Jan Thornhill

SENTENCE
FLUENCY

WORD
CHOICE

VOICE

Mo Willems

Margaret Wise Brown

Karen Patkau

A Frog Thing,

Peggy Moss

Motherbridge of Love

Irene Livingston

Thierry Robberecht
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Appendix A
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Next week our writing focus will be on
the trait of “organization”. We will be
using the book, Another Important Book
by Margaret Wise Brown as our model
text.

Please help us to prepare for this activity by looking at pictures
and talking about special events in your child’s life.
In class, each child will then produce a booklet called “My Story”
with simple reflections about each year of his/her life.
If your child can bring in pictures or any other items that might
trigger ideas for writing, it would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement.

Yours in Catholic Education,
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Appendix B
Five Little Monkeys

Five little monkeys jumping on the bed (show 5 fingers)
One fell off and bumped his head
(hold head)
Momma called the doctor and the doctor said
(dial phone and listen)
NO MORE MONKEYS JUMPING ON THE BED! (shake finger sternly)

Four little monkeys jumping on the bed………..
Three little monkeys jumping on the bed……….
Two little monkeys jumping on the bed…………
One little monkey jumping on the bed
(show 1 finger)
He fell off and bumped his head
(hold head)
Momma called the doctor and the doctor said (dial phone and listen)
PUT THAT MONKEY RIGHT TO BED!
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Appendix C
Name: ________________

Date: ___________

 Why I’d like a Class Pet
 Why I don’t want a Class Pet
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Appendix D
Chubby Little Snowman

A chubby little snowman
Had a carrot nose.
Along came a bunny
And what do you suppose?
That hungry little bunny
Looking for his lunch
Ate that little snowman’s nose
Nibble, nibble, crunch!

From a collection of rhymes and songs from
“Ottawa Valley Cooperative Preschools Association Inc.”
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Appendix E

Eentsy Weensty Spider
The eensty weensty spider went up the water spout;
Down came the rain and washed the spider out;
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain;
Now the eensty weensty spider went up the spout again.
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Appendix F
BINGO
There was a farmer
And Bingo was his
BINGO, BINGO,
And Bingo was his

had a dog
name o.
BINGO
name o.

(Each time the verse is repeated, leave out the first letter and clap
it instead, thereby changing the beginning of each sentence.)
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Appendix G
Name: ________________

Date: ___________

My First
Communion
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
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